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FORWARD

This Lectionary (Series A, B, and C) has been my weekly task over the course of
many years.  It was possible for me to complete this work only with the constant
support and patience of first, my wife and family, who sacrificed a lot of their time
with me so the translations could go forward; second, the members of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church for the Deaf, St. Louis, MO., who allowed their pastor to dedicate
so much of his time to this work because they knew the importance of having God's
Word clearly speak through their eyes into their minds and hearts; and, third, but so
important was the guidance, encouragement, teaching, and insight of my sainted
brother, The Rev. Dr. Daniel H. Pokorny, without whom this work could never have
been accomplished!  As his Vicar, I realized his respect for ASL as a true language and
could learn while watching this master work so skillfully with that language.

It is this same respect that demands that basic sign language structure rule this
Lectionary gloss.   This is not a "simplified" English version, as those versions are
still English!!  Signs in English order do not, most often, clearly and easily speak into
the understanding of a person whose eyes structured their mind!  Laurent Clerc
observed this same truth with regard to French and the French Sign Language (Laurent
Clerc - The Story of His Early Years by Cathryn Carroll).  Additionally, do not
understand the "words" used in this gloss as English words in any way but understand
them as Sign Names.

It is an accepted fact that different people will want to sign some concepts in
a different order or by choosing a different sign.  It is also true that many signers will
choose different sign names for the same sign.  I made every attempt to present a sign
version that is as true as possible to the Bible's original concept and meaning, so when
signed, that same concept is understood by the sign receivers, the deaf people.  In the
decision for the sign order or for which sign to use, I followed a process as outlined
by Martin Luther in What Luther Says, first quoting #319:

"What purpose does it serve unnecessarily to abide by the words so
rigidly and strictly that people can get no sense out of them?  Whoever
would speak German must not use Hebrew idioms; but if he understands the
Hebrew writer, he must see to it that he grasps his meaning and must think:
now let me see.  how does a German speak in this case?  When he has the
German words that serve the purpose, then let him dismiss the Hebrew
words and freely express the sense in the best German he is capable of
using" (emphasis added).1

and secondly quoting #324:

"We must not, as these jackasses do, ask the Latin letters how to speak
German; but we must ask the mother in the home, the children on the street,
the common man in the market place, how this is done.  Their lips we must
watch to see how they speak, and then we must translate accordingly. 
Then they will understand us and notice that we are taking German with
them" (emphasis added).2

To see the parallel in the recent quote, substitute "English speakers" for "Latin
letters", and substitute "Sign Language" for "German".

1
Plass, Ewald M., Compiler, What Luther Says: An Anthology, Volume 1 (St. Louis,

Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 1959) pages 105-106.

2
ibid, page 107.
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Therefore, do not understand this Lectionary version as the only possible sign
order or as the only possible interpretation or as the only possible way that someone
can sign a concept, but understand that I made every attempt to put forth an
interpretation which, when someone signs it, the deaf people "will understand and
notice that we are taking sign with them."

You would properly call many parts of this Lectionary, especially the Old
Testament lessons, an adaptation of English.  I compared many versions in making this
Sign gloss.  Though this Editor does not claim to be a Greek or Hebrew scholar, I
translated the vast majority of the New Testament lessons from the Greek New
Testament.  Interestingly, I found that the Sign order often followed the order found
in the Greek, certainly more often than English ever does!  At times, I had to change
the standard verse order when glossed into Sign so the concept would clearly sign
the intended meaning.  Also, for clarity, I had to repeat some sections from earlier
verses or bring some sections forward from later verses.  To alert the signer, I
attempted to try to always place those sections in "[ ]".

There are three separate English voice volumes (two, four, and six) that
accompany the gloss tests.  While the gloss is signed, another person can voice as
necessary.  If no voice person is available, I assume then that no English voice is
needed!  You should never use the voice English text as a Sign text but only as a
reverse interpretation of the Signed version.  I did not attempt to maintain a good sign
order when I wrote this reverse interpretation nor did I make sure to omit all the
deadly passives from that version.  I did, however, make every attempt to also present
a Scripturally correct reverse interpretation of the Signed version, catching and
omitting as many passives as I could.

Finally, if you encounter any of my unintentional omissions, I would appreciate
it if you would bring them to my attention.  Additionally, if you have any improvements
in the sign order or choice of signs which could improve the sign clarity of any verse
or any improvements for a better English rendering in the reverse translation, I would
appreciate receiving those and I will consider them in later editions.  The three ring
binder format will make updates a very simple process.

In addition to Pastor Pokorny and my family, many Seminary students and many
brother Pastors aided in this endeavor by their helpful suggestions.  I have a great
appreciation in my heart for the patience and endurance of the members of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church for the Deaf, St. Louis, MO., who field tested the translations over
many, many years and helped put together the finished books.

It has been my experience over these many years that God's Word has become a
word that the deaf can finally see.  Even though the English language will continue
as a second language for most of the deaf, God's Word, when someone clearly
translates it into sign, is the same powerful and clear word that can also speak to
hearts that sign!  "On that day the deaf will hear the words written in a scroll"
(Isaiah 29:18a)!  It is my prayer that His Word will speak clearly to many more hearts
and change their lives into lives that follow, worship, and serve Jesus!

Pastor Richard A. Moody     
St. Louis, Missouri     

May 1, 1996     

This current version has the new DSRV Fonts incorporated which allow people
to edit the lessons, etc.  The old picture files did not allow for that.  Also in this
version, various colors are used (red for negative statements; blue for question
statements; green for notes inserted in the lessons. See page ?).  Note the latest
revised dates of the saved files and the color, etc., using the new Fonts are available
in all files after July31, 2015.   Before using any of the new files, it is important that
you first download the: : DSRV Fonts and install them, and second, download read and
understand the Editing Notes:  PDF  WP.  Those first steps are very important or many
strange characters will appear in the page you see!! July 29, 2015     
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 63:16b-17 and 64:1-8

16b. lord, you are our father!  your name is:

 "our savior from forever long ago to forever!"

17.  lord, why do you cause us to go astray from your way?  why do you

cause our hearts to become hard... so stubborn that we don't

respect you at all!   now come again and help us.   yes,  lead us as

your servants, your people.   help us belong to you again as your

inheritance. 
....

64:1a.  i want you to now tear open heaven and come.

2a.  just as fire burns away dry wood...   just as hot fire brings water

to 

1b.  boiling, so also in the future when you come, the mountains will

shake in 

2b.  your presence!  and your name will inform  your enemies and they

will know you.   all over , people will tremble in your presence...

wow!

3a.  when you did powerful things, you succeed in a way that we did not

expect.   when you came here, those mountains shook in your

presence, 

4.     wow!  from times of long ago, has there ever been any other god?  

no!   those people have never  heard of another god able to  succeed

to help someone... no, none at all!   no one has ever seen any other

god succeed and help... oh no!  but you alone are god!   you alone are

the one who can truly help.   yes, you help those waiting, those

trusting in 

5.   you!  they happily and willingly want to do right.  they remember

your way and you come and help them.  we sin and continue to sin

against people and you become so angry... now how can you save

us... how?

6.   all of us have become as an unclean person.  we have our own

righteousness that is as dirty menstrual blood cloths!  as a tree's

foliage becomes dry, so also with us... our sin, as a wind, blows us
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7.    away.   yes, we are truly an unclean person!  you have hidden your

face from us and we don't see you!  because of the sin in us, you cause

us to dissolve away... none of us can call upon your name!  we are

unable to excite in ourselves the desire to hold on to you!

8.   but lord, you are our father!  we are the clay and you are the

maker.  you  form  us.   yes, by your hands you completely made us

all!
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the second lesson is 1 corinthians 1:3-9

3.   god our father and the lord jesus christ...  his grace and peace to

you!

4.   [ paul is speaking ]  as my mind dotes on you, i always continue to

thank god because of god's grace in you.  yes, it is his grace given in

christ jesus that is in you!

5.   with him in you, everything improves... your speaking improves;  your

knowledge improves, yes,  everything improves.

6.   just as the word christ that is  announced, it is seen in your actions.

7.   while we eagerly await our lord jesus christ to come again, you will

have every spiritual gift you need.

8.   until the last day, he will support you.  finally, on the day that our

lord jesus [ christ ] comes, he will find you holy with no guilt at all!

9.   as god calls you, god's faith in you enables you to enter into

fellowship with christ jesus, his son, our lord.   yes, we enter into

fellowship with him, wow!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 13:33-37

jesus, continues to teach:

33.  you watch, continue ready and awake!  yes, time will end but you

don't know when!

34.  just as that man leaves his house to travel, he gives his authority

to his servants.  he gives each one the responsibility of a work to

do.   he gives the responsibility to one to open and shut the door! 

then he commands him to continue to watch!

35.  so also you continue to watch!  that house lord will come, yes, he

will!   but you don't know when... maybe in the evening or at

midnight... maybe in the morning when the rooster calls or real

early in the morning... you don't know!

36.  suppose you are asleep and he quickly comes and finds you asleep.  

you don't want that to happen.  no!

37.  so continue to watch!  this i, [ jesus ], tell you as i inform everyone! 

[ watch ]!
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 40:1-11

1.   your god says:  "you comfort my people, comfort them!"

2.   you kindly speak to jerusalem, telling them: "your time of hard

service is over!  your sin debt has been canceled, yes, paid in full! 

the lord's hand has punished you twice for your sin!

3.   a voice calls saying: 'hey, there in the desert area... you prepare the

lord's way ready for him able to walk there!  there in the empty

area... build  a smooth, hard, straight way for our god to walk!

4.   'raise the floor of every valley to level!  grade down every

mountain and every hill to level!  smooth the rough places in the

land!  push any obstacle away to level and clean the way.  all this

you will do!'

5.   in the future, the lord's glory will come here.  all people, even those

from the beginning, will see his glory come together.   yes, they will

all see it!"  this is as the lord's mouth himself has proclaimed!"

6.   that voice said: "call out!   proclaim!" and i answered: "what word

do  i proclaim?"  he said:  "all people are as grass.   their 

7.   beauty is as those flowers that grow...  the lord's breath blows and 

the grass withers;  the flower petals fall.  

8.   people are truly like grass!  the grass withers and the flower

petals fall.

9.  yes, but god's word stays the same forever!  you announcers of good

news climb that exalted mountain.   proclaim good news to the

people of zion!  proclaim the good news to people of jerusalem.  yes,

you proclaim it with  a loud voice, shouting to proclaim it!  fear

nothing at all when you proclaim it...  no!  proclaim to the towns in

the area of 

10.  judah saying:  'your god comes here.   see the lord god almighty

himself coming in power!  his arm will rule for him!  see him bring his

gifts when he comes.  his victorious blessing will bless you!

11.  he will care for his sheep as a shepherd does!  he will pick up his baby

lambs, petting them in his arms, carrying them near his heart as he
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walks!  he will carefully lead those mothers that have babies.  he

will help them!"
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second lesson is 2  peter 3:8-14

8a.  my dear friends,

9a.  that group of people think that the lord is slow in his promised

action... but no,  he is not slow!  but you always remember:

8b.  with god, one thousand years there is the same as one day!  and one

day there is the same as one thousand years!  it's true!

9b.  so understand, that god is not slow.   no,  but he is truly patient

because he wants to help people.   he doesn't want any one person to

die eternally.   he wants all people to push sin aside, turn and come

into life.   yes, he wants that to happen  [and he is patient]!

10.  for just as a thief comes so also will the lord's day come.  the lord

will come [with surprise]! .... now, therefore, 

11.  understand that since everything will dissolve, what kind of life

should you live?   during your life, what should you do? ...  you

should  

12.  live  holy and do godly things.   while you wait, eagerly look

forward, wanting god's day to come quickly.  then he will succeed.  

the heavens  [the stars, sun, moon, and all things] will dissolve in

fire.  the atoms, [the tiny things that are now joined in all things]...

he will disconnect atoms in a hot fire, dissolving everything... yes,

we eagerly want him to 

13.  come.  we attend his promise of a new heaven and a new earth.  we

await for his promise to succeed and then only righteous lives will 

14.  continue! yes, my dear friends, from now on, while you wait,

zealously live the best you can.  then, he will come and  will find you

holy, with no blame in you at all.  you will have peace in your heart!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 1:1-8

1.   this is the beginning of the good news story of the things that jesus

christ, god's son, did...  just as the prophet isaiah wrote 

2.   saying:  "before he comes, i will first send my announcer.  the

announcer will prepare his way, preparing it there in the desert area,

3.  a voice is calling:  'hey!   you prepare the lord's way so he can walk

that way!  yes, prepare his way straight!'   now john the baptizer

came

4.   into the desert area.   he proclaimed his baptism of pushing aside sin
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and turning to forgiveness.

5.   [yes, he proclaimed this baptism].  now the whole area included the

area of the river jordan where [john] worked.  it also included the

area of judea and  the town of jerusalem.   from that whole area,

all the people gathered to him.  they confessed their sins and then he

baptized them in the river.

6.  now john's clothes were of camel hair.  his belt around his waist was

of leather.  he ate grasshopper bugs and honey from that area.

7.  john announced,  saying: "i came first.  later that very powerful one

will come.  i am not worthy enough to kneel and open the ties of his 

8.   shoes.  no,  i baptize with water but he will baptize with the holy

spirit, yes, he will!"

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11

1.  the lord god anointed me and, therefore, the lord god's spirit is on me. 

he enables me to preach a word of grace to those poor people.  god

also sent and enabled me to proclaim healing to those down of

heart; freedom to those bound people; and to tell those in jail that

their 

2.  prison door is open.  he enabled me to proclaim that this is the year

that the lord accepts all people; to proclaim that the day of our

god's revenge is over!  he enabled me to comfort those people that

grieve.  

3.  yes, to comfort those grieving people living in zion!  instead of them

sitting in their ashes, he enables me to give them new clothes.  instead

of their grief, he enables me to give them the oil of joy.  and instead

of their heavy, depressed spirit, he enabled me to cover them with

praise clothes!  therefore, other people will know that those people

continue strong in righteousness.  they are like righteous trees that

the lord god himself planted.  other people will see their glory is the

lord's glory!" 
....

10.  with the lord in me, i will rejoice!  with my god in me, my soul can

truly be joyful!  he clothed me with his clothes of salvation!  he

covered me with his righteous robe.  he beautifully clothes me as a
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groom beautifully clothes himself and as a bride is beautiful with

bracelets,

11.   a necklace and ear rings for herself!  notice that the earth itself

causes sprouts to grow.   yes, the dirt causes those seeds planted

in a row to grow.  in the same way, the lord causes his righteous

actions and praise to happen there in the presence of all people!
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the second lesson is 1 thessalonians  5:16-24

16.  rejoice always!

17.  pray continuously!

18.  christ jesus is in you, therefore, during whatever situation happens

in life, you must give thanks.   this is truly the lord's will for your

life!

19.  never put out the spirit's fire!

20.  you must never hate the proclamation of god's word!

21.  test everything, whether good or bad, and hold to the good

22.  but avoid whatever things are evil and bad.

23.  and god, who himself is peace, will cause his holiness to completely

cover you so will live holy in spirit, soul, and body.  you will

continue holy until our lord jesus christ comes again.  he will find

you holy,  having no blame in you at all!

24.  faith can depend upon the word of the one who called you.  he will

succeed and do as his word says, yes!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 1:6-8, 19-28

6.   that man, sent by god, appeared.  his name was john.

7.   that man came as a witness.  yes, he informed people about that light

so  all people could believe in him!

8.   he was not that coming light.   no,  but he was a witness to inform of

that light. 

 ....

19.  now john himself, as a witness, informed those jewish people living in 

jerusalem, those priests of the family of levi.  they wanted to

question him and they said:  "who are you?"

20.  he didn't deny it but proclaimed it, clearly saying:  "i am not god's

christ.  no!"

21.  and they questioned him further:  "then who are you?  are you

elijah?"  he said: "i am not!"  are you that prophet?"  he answered:

"no!"

22.  therefore, they again questioned him saying:  "who are you?  answer

us clearly so we can tell those who sent us here.  what do you say

to explain yourself, what?

23.  he said: "i am the voice here in the desert, calling out, saying:  'as the

prophet isaiah said:  build the lord's way straight'!"

24.  some of those questioning john belonged to pharisees'  group.

25.  now they continued to question him,  saying:  "so you're not the

christ or elijah or the prophet!  therefore why do you baptize

people, why?"

26.  john answered, saying:  "i baptize with water, but among you stands

one man whom you don't know...

27.  i have come first and later that one will come.  his shoe ties i am not

worthy enough myself to kneel down and untie.  no!"

28.  these things happened at the town of bethany, there across the

river jordan.   john baptized people at that place!
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is  2  samuel 7:(1-71) 8-11, 16

[ 1.  now king david was victorious in  defeating the enemies around him.  

he entered his beautiful king's house and the lord gave him rest and

peace. 

2.   david said to nathan the prophet: here i live in a beautiful home made

of cedar wood but the ark [ box ] of god only has a tent.

3.   nathan answered king david: now whatever you are planning, go

ahead and do it because the lord is with you!

4.   that same night, the lord's word spoke to   [ nathan ] saying: go to

my servant [ david ] and tell him:

5.   the lord now says to you: are you the one to build that house for me

to live in?

6.   when the jewish people were slaves in egypt, i brought them out as

free people!  since that day,  i  have lived in  a tent, traveling from

place to place.

7.   i traveled with the jewish people and since that day i have

commanded many rulers to shepherd my people israel.   did i ever

complain, saying to them: why haven't you yet built me a house of

cedar wood? ]

8.  tell my servant [ david ]:  now the almighty lord says to you:   i took

you from following sheep in a farm area and established you as

ruler of my people israel.

9.   wherever you went, i went with you.  i defeated the enemies before

you!  i will cause your name to become as famous as other famous

people living over all the earth.  this i will do!

1
VERSES 1-7 ARE OPTIONAL
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10a. i will establish that place as a home for my people and their roots

will remain there.  from now on, that home will belong to them, and

those other people will not bother them at all!  since the beginning,

those evil people have been able to over come them, continuing

against [ my people ],

11a. yes, and since the day i chose those first leaders to rule my people,

those evil people have been against [ my people ]!

10b. from now on, they will never again be able to do that, oh no!

11b. [ and david ], just as i defeated your enemies around you, now giving

you rest and peace, i will give the same to them.  [ the prophet

nathan ] continued speaking:  the lord tells you that he himself will

build and establish a house as your house...

16.  your house, your kingdom will continue forever before me!   i will

establish your throne forever!

the second lesson is romans  16:25-27

25.  now  i, [ paul ], inform you about the good news,  yes, the

proclamation of jesus christ is able to establish you.  this [ god ]

can do!  [ the word of proclamation of jesus christ ] has been a

hidden eternal secret but now [ jesus ] has come!

26.  the present word of prophecy which has been written down informs

this to you and you can clearly see jesus!  the eternal god

commands that all people receiving this information  have faith

that obeys him!

27.  now glory is given to the only wise god through jesus christ from

forever to forever, amen!
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the holy gospel lesson is luke  1:26-38

now mary had a cousin elizabeth who was now

26.  six months pregnant.  that angel gabriel came to the town of

nazareth in the area of galilee.  god had sent him to

27.  a virgin named mary.  mary was engaged to marry a man named

joseph. his family belonged to king david's family.

28.  that angel came into her home and he said:  "hello, you are god's

most blessed one!  the lord is truly with you."

29.  his words surprised her and she was puzzled about his greeting.  she

considered what it meant.

30.  that angel said to her: "mary, don't fear,  oh no.  god's goodness is

given to you!

31.  "understand...  you will become pregnant with a son!  when he is born,

you will name him jesus!

32.  "he will be most important!  and his name will be "the son of the most

exalted god!"

33.  "the lord will give him the throne of king david who is his father of

long ago.  he will rule those people of jacob's family and his

kingdom will never end!"

34.  mary said to him:  "i have never been with a man.  how can your

recent words happen?

35a. that angel answered her:

[ 37. "know that god can do any and every thing! ]

35.  "the holy spirit will come and over shadow you.  yes, the power of

the most exalted god will cover you so that the holy one born is

named god's son!

36.  "now also know that elizabeth, your cousin, who is old and about

whom people said that she will never have children... know that she

is six months pregnant anyway!

37.  "know that god can do any and every thing!"

38.  mary answered him saying: "i am the lord's servant!  just as you

recently said, so also let it happen to me!"  then that angel left

her.
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CHRISTMAS EVE - THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD JESUS
(see Series A — pages 13-15)

THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD JESUS - CHRISTMAS DAWN
(English to voice while another signs)

first lesson is isaiah 52:7-10

7.   there upon the mountains, the feet of the people who walk there are

beautiful, for they inform others of the good story, proclaiming

peace.  they bring this wonderful message, proclaiming about the

savior saying: "hey, zion, your god truly rules!"

8.   zion, attend my words for later, the lord will come again to you, he

will!  the eyes of your group of watchmen will see him come, they

will see for themselves.  their voices together will call out

joyfully together, wow!

9.   the rocks left from the destruction of jerusalem will themselves

burst into joyful song!  the lord himself will comfort his people of

jerusalem, buying them back again, saving them!

10.  all countries will see the lord's holy arm come!  all people over all

the earth will watch and see him, our god's savior, they all will,

yes!
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the second lesson is hebrews 1:1-9

1.   from long ago, during various generations when our many fathers

lived, the prophets informed them of god's word in various ways, [by

commands, by showing, by sharing]!

2.   but now, at the time of the last days, his son came to tell us,

informing of his word.  he chose him to be the one to finally inherit

all things and through him, he made everything, [the earth and the

heavens, he made]!

3.   his son is the brilliant shining glory of god!  seeing the son who came

is truly seeing god!  by the son's powerful word, he supports all

things so they can continue!  when the son had accomplished the

complete cleansing of sin, he went and sat at god's right hand in the

exalted heavenly place, wow!

4.   now notice an angel and notice the son who ascended becoming the

greater one, wow!  he inherited a name, yes a name that is greatly

exalted above any name an angel has!

5.   the [father] said: "you are my son!  today, me gave birth to you!"  and

again the [father] said: "i will continue to be his father!  he will

continue to be my son!"  god didn't tell any one angel these recent

words, [no, never],

6.   it's true!  later, when he brought his first born to this earth which is

inhabited by people, the [father] said: "all god's angels will worship

him, they will, yes!"

7.   now notice that he explained about the angels saying: "he made his

angels like winds, his servants like flames of fire."

8.   but of his son, he said: "god, your throne is forever, continuing

forever!  the staff of your royal authority is truly your staff of

honest, right, actions!

9.   "you love righteous actions, but truly hate those lawless ones!  

therefore, god, your god will anoint you with the oil of gladness,

which will exalt you above your friends, yes, above them!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 1:1-14

1.   long ago, before the world was here, the word was here!  the word

was with god.  the word was god himself!

2.   yes, long ago, that one was with god and the world was not yet

here.

3.   all things were made by him and without him not one thing here was

here!

4.   in him was true life and that life was light to inspire people!

5.   that light shined through the darkness and the darkness did not

overcome it!

6.   that man, sent by god, appeared.  his name was john.

7.   that man came as a witness, yes, an informer of that light, informing

them so that all people could believe in him!

8.   he was not that light, no, but he was a witness to inform us of that

light.

9.   that true light came into the world to inspire all people!

10.  the world was made by him and he came here to the world, but the

people of the world didn't know him!

11.  he came into what was his, but even his people didn't accept him!

12.  however, many did accept him, believing his name, and to them he gave

the right to become his children,

13.  not born through a pregnancy or by the will of the flesh or the will

of a husband, no, but god's children born by god's will!

14.  and the word became man and lived here among us.  we saw his glory,

glory as the father's only begotten son, inspired with god's great

mercy and truth!

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD — CHRISTMAS DAY
(see Series C — pages 11-13)
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 45:22-25

22.  i am god alone!  there are no other gods at all!  therefore, you

people living over all the earth, turn to attend me and i will save

you!

23.  my promise depends on myself.  i proclaim my promise as most honest

and true.  i will never change or called back my word proclaimed!  

every person will bow and kneel before me!  the promise of every

mouth will depend on 

24.  me.  yes, they will!  they will announce my information saying: "trust

in the lord and you can have righteous strength!  those people that

are angry against him, they will all come and he will shame them!

25.  but the descendants of the children of israel are all together in the

lord there.   and behold!   they are children of righteousness,

children of glory, wow!"

the second lesson is colossians 3:12-17

12.  you are truly holy, god's special chosen people, those whom he

greatly cherished!  therefore clothe yourselves with the clothes

of merciful actions, kind actions, humble actions, gentle actions and

patient 

14.  actions... the first and most exalted action is the action of his love. 

the action of his love in you [ joins mercy, kindness, humbleness,

gentleness and patience, ] uniting them perfectly in you.

13.  it enables you to endure with each other.  if someone has a complaint

against another, you can forgive one another.  and just as the lord

has already forgiven you, so also you forgive one another!

15.  you are like one body that he has summoned into christ's peace.  so

allow the actions of his peace to rule your hearts and always

have hearts in you that thank him!

16.  as christ's word lives in you, it enables you to encourage and teach

one another.   in all wisdom in psalms, songs, and spiritual heart

songs you encourage and teach one another.  in grace you can

worship and thank god.

17.  in all your words or actions, what ever you do, you can do it,

trusting the name of the lord jesus in your heart.  through him you

can thank god the father!
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the holy gospel lesson is luke 2:25-40

25.  now that man named simeon lived there in jerusalem.  he was a

righteous, religious man who was awaiting the time of peace,

comfort and rest for the country of israel.  the holy spirit was on

him.

26.  the holy spirit informed him that before his death, he would see the

coming of the christ.

27.  the holy spirit led him into the temple.  now parents of the baby

jesus brought him to the temple to do as the law required for a

baby [ boy, to offer a special sacrifice].

28.  [ simeon ] met them, took the baby jesus into his arms, praised god

29.   saying: "lord almighty, agreeing with your promise, you can now

allow your servant to leave, to go to heaven in peace,

30.  "because with my own eyes i have seen your coming savior 

31.  "the one you prepare for all peoples...

32.  "yes, he is a light to shine on, inform and touch those other peoples. 

he is the glory of your people israel!"

33.  jesus' father and mother doted on the wonderful and amazing things

[ simeon ] said about the child jesus.

34.  simeon blessed them and then said to mary: "here in israel, he will

cause many to stumble and cause many to rise again!  many will

speak against him because he has appeared here and because of what

he will 

35.  "do.  their actions that begin in their thoughts and heart will

clearly show themselves as evil.   also you, mary... a sword will

stab your soul!"

36.  now that prophet woman named anna was also in the temple. her

father's name was phanuel.  her jewish family name was asher.  long

ago, when she was a virgin, she married her husband and lived with

him 

37.  only 7 years and he died.  since that day, she has lived alone as a

widow.  she is now 84 years old!  she doesn't leave the temple but

serves, [ worships ], all day and all night by praying, fasting,

praying, 

38.  and fasting!  now anna met (jesus and his parents) and upon seeing

the baby, she thanked god, informing that group around him.  that

group was in the temple awaiting, expecting god to save and to

again accept 
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3̀9.  jerusalem. when mary and joseph had done everything required by

the law, they traveled back into the area of galilee, into the town

of 

40.  nazareth  which was their home town.  the baby [ jesus ] grew up

strong, inspired with wisdom.  god's grace was with him, wow!
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NEW YEAR'S EVE
(see series a, pages 18-19)

THE NAME OF JESUS
NEW YEAR'S DAY

(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is numbers 6:22-27

22.  moses was there with aaron and his sons... god said to moses:

23.  "you tell aaron and his sons:  'you bless the children of israel and

say:

24.  "'the lord bless you and keep you;

25.  "'the lord's face shine upon you and give you grace;

26.  "'the lord's face turn to attend you and give you peace.'

27.  "and so they will put my name over the people of israel and i will

bless them, i will!

the second lesson is romans  1:1-7

1.   i, paul, am a slave serving christ jesus who called me as a disciple. 

he chose me to announce his good news for the rest of my life's

work. 

2.   this good news is the exact same good news written in the holy book

which long ago his prophets promised would happen.

3.   [ the prophets ] said that, his son, born in the flesh would be a

descendant of the family of david;

4.   also, god's true son, we clearly saw when he died and with power

rose again.  he is jesus christ, our lord!  yes, of this the holy spirit

clearly informs us!

5.   we trust jesus and receive grace.  in faith, we obey and follow him,

going to other peoples, informing them of his name!

6.   and you also are called by jesus christ [ to serve his name ].

7.   i send [ this letter ] to you who live in the city of rome, you whom he

calls holy!  god our father and the lord jesus christ give you grace

and peace!
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the holy gospel lesson is luke  2:21

21:  now was the day to circumcise [ jesus ].  yes, it was the 8th day since

his birth, the correct day to circumcise him.  and [ they, mary and

joseph, ] named him jesus.  that was the same name that the angel had

told mary before when she was not yet pregnant with him in her

womb.

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
(see series c, pages 16-18)

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
(see series a, pages 20-22)

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 42:1-7

5.   the lord god himself is there in heaven...  now watch what he does. 

he is the one who spread out the expanse of the heavens!  he put the

earth itself there having fish, animals and every growing thing!  he

gives breath and spirit to the people walking over all the earth!  it

is he who

1.    says: "notice!  he is my servant!  i support him!  he is my chosen one!  he

is my great pleasure!   i have put my spirit upon him.  he will give fair

and right judgements to all people!

2.   "as he goes in the streets, he will not call out with a loud voice at

all. 

3.   "the weakly growing stem he will never break!  and that weakly

burning flame of a candle, he will never put out!  he will always act

faithfully, bringing fair and right judgements to people!

4.   "he won't ever give up!  he will never waver, continuing until finally

he has established right and fair judgements all over the earth!"  

5.   this is as the lord says.

6.   and the lord continues:  "i, the righteous lord call you in

righteousness!  i will hold your hand, supporting you!  you become my

promise which i give to all people...a light shinning on all other



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 23

people

7.   " groups!  he will open blind eyes so they can see again!  he will save

those bound people.  and those who sit in terrible dark jails, yes, he

will lead to freedom!"
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the second lesson is acts 10:34-38

34.  and peter opened his mouth and said: "i understand his truth:  god

doesn't consider one person better, oh no!

35.  "and god will accept each one, from what ever home country.  yes,

god will accept each and everyone honoring him and doing righteous 

36.  "things.  he sent his word to the people of israel informing them that

those who have jesus christ in their hearts can have peace.  yes,

jesus

37a. " is truly the lord of all!  you know what recently happened,

beginning in galilee and then the news spread all over judea...

remember that john [ the baptizer ] proclaimed 

38a.  baptism, and then"   jesus, whose home town was nazareth, came

37b.  "and john baptized him.

38b.  "god anointed him with the holy spirit and with power.  because god

was truly with him, he traveled all around doing good, healing

those whom the devil oppressed and controlled."

the holy gospel lesson is  mark 1:4-11

4.   now john the baptizer came into the desert area there.  he

proclaimed his baptism of pushing aside sin and turning to

forgiveness,  [ yes he 

5.   proclaimed this baptism ].  now the whole area included the area of

the river jordan where [ john ] worked and the area of judea and the

town of jerusalem from which all the people gathered to him. they

confessed their sins and then he baptized them in the river.  now

john's clothes 

6.    were of camel hair.  his belt around his waist was of leather.  he ate

grasshopper bugs and honey from that area.  he announced saying:

7.   "i came first.  later that very powerful one will come and the ties of

his shoes i am not worthy enough to kneel and open those ties, oh no!

8.  "with water, i baptize you.  but with the holy spirit, he will baptize

you, 

9.   "he will!"  while john daily baptized people, one day jesus traveled

from the town of nazareth, coming to the river jordan, and john
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baptized 

10.   him.  when he finished, jesus came up from the water and john saw

heaven torn open and the spirit, like a dove flying down upon

[ jesus ].

11.  john heard a voice from heaven say:  "he is my son that i love!  he

truly is my pleasure!"
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is 1 s-a-m-u-e-l  3:1-10

1.   the boy named samuel served in the temple before the lord.  he served

under the priest named eli.  during this time the people did not often

hear the lord speak his word and there weren't many visions.

2.   now eli's eyes were weak and getting worse.  he was almost blind

and his vision was not clear.  one night as he lie in his regular place

3.   and while the lamps of the lord had not gone out, samuel was lying

near the ark box of the lord in the temple.

4.   now the lord called to samuel and he said: "here i am."

5.   then samuel hurried, going to eli and said: "you called and i am here." 

but eli said: "i didn't call you.  now go back and lie down."  so samuel

went back and laid down.

6.   again the lord called: "samuel," and he stood up and hurried to eli

and said: "you called and i am here."  but eli said: "my son... i didn't

call you.  now go back and lie down."

7.   now samuel had never received the lord's word into his heart so he

didn't yet know the lord.

8.   now a third time the lord called to samuel and he stood up and

hurried to eli and said: "you called and i am here."  now eli realized

that it had been the lord calling samuel so eli told him: 

9.   "now go back, lie down and wait.  if later he calls you, you say: 'yes

lord, now speak.  your servant will now listen'."  so samuel went

back and laid down

10.  and the lord came and stood near samuel and called again just as

he had recently called.  the lord said: "samuel... samuel."  and he

said: "yes lord, now speak.  your servant will now listen."
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the second lesson is 1 corinthians 6:12-20

12.  i am allowed and can do all things but not every action is helpful to

benefit me!  yes, i allowed and can do all things but the doing of

things will not rule me at all!

13.  food serves the stomach and the stomach uses food.  but god will

destroy both [ the stomach and food ]!   [ your ] body is not to serve

wrong sexual actions with various partners... fornication, oh no,

but the body is to serve the lord and the lord serves the body!

14.  it was god's power which raised our lord [ jesus ] and which will

raise us again!

15.  your body, [ yes, each one of you ]  is truly a member of christ.  now

that member of christ would never join to that prostitute... no,

never!

16.  that one who joins to a prostitute is united in one body with her.  you

know that, right?  [ god ] truly said that the two join to become one

body.

17.  but someone joined to the lord is truly one spirit with god.

18.  you avoid wrong sexual intercourse with various partners,

fornication, wrong sexual actions.   yes, avoid that!  all other sins

people sin outside their bodies.  but that person committing wrong

sexual actions, sins against his own body!

19.  your body is truly the temple of the holy spirit.   you know this,

right?  god gave you the holy spirit and you received the holy spirit. 

yes, the holy spirit lives in you... you don't belong to yourself, no

20.  but god bought you and wow what a price it cost him!  therefore,

you must glorify god with your body, with your life!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 1:43-51

43.  a day later, jesus decided to enter the area of galilee.  there, he

found philip and said to him: "follow me."

44.  philip's home town was bethsaida, the same home town of peter and

andrew.

45.  now philip went and found nathanael and said to him: "the future

promised one, that one which moses wrote about in the book of the

law and which the prophet also wrote about, yes, we have found

that one!  it is jesus, joseph's son, whose home town is nazareth!"

46.  now nathanael said to him:  "can anything good come from the town

of nazareth?"  philip told him: "you come and see for yourself!"

47.  now as nathanael approached, jesus said to [ them ]: "that is one

israelite in whom there is nothing false!" 

48.  nathanael said to him:  "where did you meet me before... where?" 

jesus answered and said to him:  "recently, philip summoned you...

before he did that, i already saw you;  i saw you sitting there under

that fig tree!"

49.  nathanael answered him: "teacher, you are truly god's son, yes, [ the

country of ] israel's king!"  

50.  jesus answered and told him:  "i tell you that i saw you sitting there

under a fig tree and, therefore, you have faith!  other greater

things you will see!"

51.  he also told him: "truly i tell you.   yes, in the future, you will see

heaven open and you will see the son of man upon whom god's angels

will come down and go up!"
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is jonah 3:1-5, 10

1.   the lord informed his word to jonah, telling him again, a second time.  

2.   god said:  "you go there to that truly large city of nineveh and

proclaim the word that   i  tell you."

3.   jonah obeyed the lord's word and went the city of nineveh.  it was a

very, very large city, requiring   3   days to travel around and

preach through out the city.

4.   on the first day, as jonah just entered the city, he proclaimed

saying:  "40 days from now, [ god ] will destroy this city, he will!"

5.   the people of niveveh  believed  god and commanded everyone not to

eat.   all of them, young and old, everyone did not eat and dressed

themselves in funeral clothes.  ....

10.  now god saw what they did, that they pushed away their past evil

actions and turned to him.  he was merciful to them.  he decided not

to bring against them the destruction about which he had warned

them.  he would not destroy them at all!

the second lesson is 1  corinthians 7:29-31

29a. now brothers [ and sisters ], i,  paul, tell you

[ 31b. that the world is passing completely away.  it will because ]

29b. [ god ] decided that he will shorten the time [ to the end ]  and the

end would be nearer.  it's true!  therefore, [ from now on ], you

married ones [ serve him ] like you are not married.

30.  you grieving ones [ serve him ] like you don't grieve at all.  you that

celebrate, [ serve him ] like you have nothing to celebrate.  you who

buy things, [ serve him ] like your things don't belong to you at all.

31.  you use world things in your life here to [ serve him ], but don't dote

on the things, because the world is passing completely away and it

truly will!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 1:14-20

14.  those people had jailed john [ the baptizer ].  now jesus traveled into

the area of galilee.  he proclaimed god's good news there

15.  saying:  "god's long ago promised kingdom is near.  push away sin and,

in faith, turn to attend his good news."

16.  now [ jesus ] was walking there on the shore of the sea of galilee. 

he saw those two, simon and andrew his brother, casting their nets

to draw in fish.  their work was as fishermen. 

17.  he told them:  "come, follow me, and  i  will cause you two to be able

to do the work of drawing in people just as you now  draw in fish!"

18.  they quickly left their nets, came and followed him.

19.  he went on a short distance and saw those two other brothers,

james and john his brother.  their father was zebedee.  they were

with their father [ and other workers ] in a boat, sewing their nets.

20.  he immediately called them,  leaving the boat, their father and the

other workers there in the boat, they followed him.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is deuteronomy 18:15-20

[ moses is speaking: ]

15.  in the future, from among your future brothers, the lord your god

will himself raise up a prophet like me.  you must listen to him.

16.  the lord your god will give you that one because you yourselves

prayed for that.  do you remember when you prayed that?  yes,

before on the day when all of you gathered at the mountain of

horeb.  there you said: "don't allow us to hear the lord our god's

voice again or ever see his fire because, if we do, we will die!"

17.  the lord told me [ moses ].  he said:  "their word is good.

18.  "i will raise up a future prophet like you, yes, a prophet from among

their future brothers.  i will put my word in his mouth.  he will tell

them everything i command him.

19.  "that prophet will proclaim my word that is joined to my name.  now

suppose someone does not listen to him... then that one must answer

before me!

20.  "and suppose those  2  other prophets, one of whom proclaims words

that he says are joined to my name but his words i didn't command at

all... and suppose the other prophet proclaims words joined to

another god... now, therefore, you must put to death those  2  other

prophets!"
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the second lesson is 1st  corinthians 8:1-13

1.  now about meat that is sacrificed in worship of a false god... i,

[ paul, ] will now explain about that...  we all have knowledge and

we know that knowledge can cause a big, prideful head.  yes,

knowledge can succeed in that!  but [ god's ] love can succeed to

encourage and support each heart!

2.  now suppose someone thinks his knowledge understands something. 

the truth is that he doesn't yet understand all there is to know!

3.  but when god's love lives in someone then god knows everything

about him completely!  

4.  therefore about meat that is sacrificed in worship of a false god... 

now   i will explain about that... here in the world, a statue god is

nothing itself at all.  we know that!  and there are no other gods

except one god!

5.  people name many things as god, yes, things in the heavens and things

here on earth.  it is like there are many gods and many lords.

6.  but no matter, we know that truly there is one god the father who is

the maker of all things and in whom we live!  and we know that there

is one lord who came, even jesus christ, through whom god caused

everything that is here and through whom god gave us our life.

7.  but everyone doesn't have knowledge about what i have said here. 

they are in the habit of understanding that a statue is a god.  now

people can eat the meat that was used as a sacrifice in worship of a

that false god.  but that action of eating, while they think of that

idol, can cause guilt in some of them because of a weak conscience!

8.  but food itself does not cause us to come nearer to god.  oh no, not

at all...   if we don't eat does not mean we become further and

further separate from god and if we eat means we come nearer and

nearer to god.  oh no, that meat can't cause that at all!

9.  but be careful, i warn you!  yes, you live free but suppose your

freedom causes those who are weak inside to stumble.  this you don't

want to cause!
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10.  you now understand the recent things i told you about knowledge. 

now suppose you go and sit in that false statue god's temple and

also suppose that you go ahead and eat that meat sacrificed in

worship of that false god... this is alright in your freedom.  but now

that one having a weak conscience watches you sit and eat the

meat and your actions encourage him to go head and eat and he

becomes guilty...

11.  now christ died to save him but your knowledge destroys your weak

brother [ or sister ], and, therefore, you sin. 

12.  yes, you sin against a brother [ or sister ] and you hurt a weak

conscience!  but also  your sin is against christ, wow!

13.  now suppose my eating of that food could cause my brother [ or

sister ] to sin... then  i  won't eat that from now on or ever again.   i 

never want to cause my brother [ or sister ] to sin, oh no, never!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 1:21-28

jesus and his followers

21.  traveled into the city of capernaum.  now on the holy worship day,

jesus went into the jewish church and began to teach

22.  and they listened to his teaching.  wow!, he teaches like one having

authority, not like those bible word writers,   no.  

23.  they were greatly amazed... wow!  now that man who had a devil

spirit in him came into their jewish church.  he called out saying:  

24.  "jesus from nazareth, what do you have against us, what?  did you

come to destroy us?  i know you are god's holy one!"

25.  jesus strictly commanded him:  "shut up!  you devil spirit, come out of 

26.  him now!"  that devil spirit screamed in a loud voice, shook the man

violently and came out of him.  wow! 

27.   those people were all greatly amazed and discussed with each

other saying:  "what is the meaning of this, what?  wow!  this new

teaching has authority!  yes, he even commands those devil spirits

and they obey him... wow!"

28.  news of this recent happening spread quickly all over the area of

galilee here and spread into each area near galilee.
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is job 7:1-7

[ a man named job complains to god ]

1.   "during a man's life here on earth his hard work is a great burden...

right?  that man's hard work is as a regular worker!

2.  "he is as a slave who wishes the evening sunset was happening now so

his work was finished.  he is like a regular worker eagerly awaiting

the day to finish so he can receive his pay.  

3.   "so also am i... months of my life pass that profit me in no way... 

nights pass that profit me only in the grief that i must endure!

4.   "i lie down asleep but wonder how long it is until i must awake... my

considering causes the night to pass slowly while i toss in bed until

sunrise.

5.   "my body is clothed with worms and dry blood scabs are all over it. 

my skin is torn open, sick with puss!

6.   "the days of my life are quickly finished like a weaving cloth machine

quickly works.  my days will end without hope!  

7.   "god, remember that the days of my life are like a quick breath that

is quickly gone.  from now on, my eyes will not see a happy life

again...  no, they never will!"
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the second lesson is 1st corinthians 9:16-23

16.  suppose that i, paul, preach the good story that informs about

jesus... i have no boast at all because my preaching is a burden i

have and so i preach.  suppose that i don't preach the good story

informing about jesus... then there's a warning against me!

17.  suppose i do willing preach, then god will reward me, he will! 

suppose my preaching is not something i do willingly but still i

preach because i am carrying out that which god entrusted me to

do.  

18.  what reward do i receive?  my reward is that i can give the good

story informing about jesus without charge.  i am not exercising the

rights my work of preaching give me!

19.  yes, i am free not belonging to any person.  but i live as a slave

belonging to all people.  i do this so as to bring as many people as

possible [ to know jesus ]!

20.  when i am with jewish people, i live as a jew person so as to bring

jewish people [ to know jesus ]!  when i am with people that are

slaves of the law, i live as a law slave myself so as to bring the

law slaves [ to know jesus ]!  i do this even though i am not a slave

to the law in any way!

21.  when i am with people that have no law at all, i live like one who has

no law so i can bring people who have no law [ to know jesus ]!  i do

this not meaning that i don't have god's law.  oh no, but it means

that i have christ's law and i am following that!

22.  when i am with weak people, i become weak so i can bring weak people

[ to know jesus ]!  when i am with any person, i do whatever is

necessary and i try my best to save some people!

23.  but all my actions are because of the good story informing about

jesus and so i can share the blessing that comes with that good

news!



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 38

the holy gospel lesson is mark 1:29-39

29.  jesus and his followers, simon, andrew, james, and john left the

jewish

30.  church and went together into simon's house. simon's mother in law

lay on the bed sick with a fever.  quickly they told jesus that she

was 

31.  sick.  he went and pulled her up by her hand so she was standing.  her 

32.  fever left her and she served them.  later that evening when the sun

had set, many people continued to gather to jesus and they brought

sick people with them.  also people brought others who had devil

spirits living in and ruling them.

33.   all the people in the town gathered to the door of simon's house. 

34.   jesus healed all those sick people, sick with various diseases.  also

the many who had devil [ spirits ] in them... [ jesus ] threw out those

devil spirits from those people.  [ jesus ] did not allow the devil

[ spirits ] to talk because those spirits knew him.

35.  [ jesus ] awoke early in the morning while darkness continued and he

went out of the house to a quiet place alone.  there he prayed.

36.  later, simon and those with him searched for him and finally found

him.

37.  they said to him:  "everyone is searching for you!"  he told them: 

38.  "now let us go into the other towns near here so i can also proclaim

in those towns.  the reason i came was to inform those other people

39.  also."  he came into each of the towns all over the area of galilee,

entering the  jewish churches and proclaimed his message there.  he

cast out any devil spirits living in the people there!

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is 2 kings  5:1-14

1.   now naaman was commander of the army of the king of syria.  he was

a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because,

as a brave soldier, yehweh had given him the victory to give to

syria.  but he

2.   had leprosy.   now bands from syria had gone out and had taken

captive a young girl from israel.  as a slave she served naaman's

wife. 

3.   she said to her mistress, "in samaria that prophet lives.  i wish your
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husband would go see him.  that prophet would cure him of his

leprosy.  yes, i wish my lord naaman would go."
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4.   now naaman went to see his master and told him the words that the 

5.   girl from israel had said.   the king of syria replied, "by all means, go

see the prophet.  i will send a letter to the king of israel [ telling

him that i sent you ]."  so naaman left and traveled to israel.  with

him he brought ten talent measures of silver [ meaning about 750

pounds ] and six thousand shekels of gold [ meaning about 150 pounds ]

and ten sets of clean clothing so he could change and have clean

clothes.  so he 

6.   went.  he brought the letter and gave it to the king of israel.  the

letter said:  "with this letter i am sending my servant naaman to you

so that 

7.   "you may cure him of his leprosy."  as soon as the king of israel read

the letter, he was upset and tore his robes.  he said, "am i god?  can i

kill and bring back to life?  why does he send someone to me to cured

him of his leprosy? why does it do it?  he is trying to begin a quarrel

with me!"

8.   now god's prophet, his man elisha heard that the king of israel had

torn his robes, he sent him this message:  "why have you torn your

robes?  tell the man come to me and he will know that there is a

prophet in 

9.  "israel."  so naaman went to elisha's house, in front of his door.  with

10.  him he brought his horses and chariots.  elisha sent a messenger to

say to him, "go into the river jordan wash yourself seven times and

your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed." 

11.  but naaman went away angry and said, "i thought that he would

surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of yehweh his

god, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 

12.  the rivers of damascus are better, yes, abana and pharpar both are

better water than any of the waters of israel?  couldn't i wash in

them and become cleaned of this?"  so he turned and went off in a

rage. 

13.  naaman's servants went to him and said, "my father, if the prophet

had told you to do some great thing, you would have done it, right? 

now the prophet has told you to do a very important thing: `wash
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and become cleansed'!"

14.  so he went down into the jordan river and dipped himself seven times

just as the man of god had commanded him.  his flesh became clean

like that of a young boy. 

the second lesson is 1st corinthians 9:24-27

24.  in a race all the runners run but only one gets the prize.  you know

that, right?  now run the race wanting to get the prize.

25.  when people decide to compete in the various competitions... before

the competition begins, they follow a strict training program.  they

do it and what's their goal?  to get a crown that will not last

forever!  but we do it for what goal?  the prize, to get a crown

that will last forever. 

26.  therefore i do not run like a man running aimlessly without a goal.   i

do not box like a man beating the air, boxing nothing. 

27.  no, i train, beat, control my body and make it my slave so [ to get

the prize.  if my body enslaves me, then, ] i have preached to others

but am running the wrong race will not be able to get the prize. 

the holy gospel lesson is mark 1:40-45

40.  a man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, saying: 

"if you are willing, you can make me clean."

41.  mercy inspired jesus and he reached out his hand and touched the

man. he said:  "i am willing... become clean!" 

42.  immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 

43b.  jesus gave him a strong warning:

44.  "see that you don't tell this to anyone.  but go, show yourself to

the priest.  because of the cleansing you received, offer the special

sacrifices that moses commanded of you.  this will inform the priests

of this truth!" 

43a.  and jesus sent him away.

45.  instead of being quiet, he went out and began to talk freely,

spreading the news.  therefore, as a result, jesus could no longer

travel into any towns openly.  he has to stay outside in lonely
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places.  yet the people still came to him from everywhere. 
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 43:16-25

16a. he, god, can open that sea.   yes, he can open a way through that

17.  powerful sea,  wow!  into that way he leads all the chariots, horses

and the army, in all their great strength, and [ closes the water. ] 

they all lay down together dead, never to stand up again!  like a

candle, he blows them away, putting them out!

16a: that lord says:

18.  "now you forget those long ago things.  yes, push aside the past

things upon which you continue to dote and see that i begin to do

that new 

19.  "thing will you overlook that without understanding it?   you

watch... wow in that dry area, i will build a road and i will cause

springs of water to flow all over that area.  

20.  "yes, this i will do!  all of the wild animals, jackals and owls, will

honor me because i cause them to have water there in that dry area

there.  and my people, yes those people that i have chosen, i will

also give them water to drink there!

21.  "those people that i have established as my people... 

22.  "they will proclaim my praise, they will!   yet you, jacob, have not

called upon me as one you can trust.  you have not earnestly

prayed for me to help you.  and israel... your prayers have not

zealously continued...

23.  "you have not brought me sheep for burnt offerings.  you don't

honor me with your sacrifices.  i have not burdened you with grain

offerings.  i have not bothered you again and again, demanding

incense offerings. 

24.  "you have not willingly bought any fragrant sweat incense for me. 

you have not offered as a burnt offering much of the fat of your

sacrifices. but your sins... with that you have greatly burdened me

by offering that along with zealously offering to give me all your

astray actions!

25.  "i am the one and the only one that forgives your transgressions
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and cleans away your astray actions.  i do this for the honor of my

name.  i am the one that remembers your sins no more. 
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 the second lesson is 2nd corinthians 1:18-22

18.  but as surely as god's faith promise will happen, so also is our

message 

19.  to you, a message that is not both "yes" and "no."  for the son of god,

jesus christ, came and we, silas, timothy and myself preached jesus'

news among you.  our preaching was not "yes" and "no," but in 

20.  christ's heart the message has always been "yes."   for god has

informed people of his many promises.  but, no matter how  many

promises, in christ's heart all the promises to you say "yes".  with

christ in us we can say the "amen".  our amen gives the glory to god.

21.  with christ in us and in you, we can stand firm.  it is God who causes 

22.  this to happen!  he anointed us, set his seal on us.   that means we

belong to him as his possession!  he put his spirit in our hearts like a

deposit, therefore, we are sure the future life promised will happen!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 2:1-12

1.  a few days later, jesus entered capernaum.  the exciting news spread

2.  about his coming home again.  so many people gathered that the

crowd filled the house overflowing outside the door.   he preached

his word to 

3.  them. some men came and brought a paralytic man to jesus.  four of

the

4.  men carried him on a flat mat.  because the crowd prevented them

from bringing him to jesus, they carried him up onto the roof, dug

through it and made an opening above jesus.  they lowered the mat

and paralyzed 

5.  man to jesus.  jesus saw the faith in them and said to the paralytic: 

6.   "son, i forgive your sins."  now some law teachers sat among the

crowd.

7.   they thought privately to themselves: "why does this man talk like

that?

8.  he blasphemes god!  who can forgive sins?  only god can!" 

immediately in jesus' spirit he knew their private thoughts in their

hearts.  he said to

9.   them:  "why are you thinking these things? if i say to the paralytic: 
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10. "`your sins are forgiven,' or i say: `get up, take your mat and walk'?...

which is easier?  but it is important that you know that the son of

man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." 

11.   jesus to the paralytic: "i tell you, get up, take your bed and go

home."

12. he got up, took his bed and walked out in full view as they all

watched him go.  this amazed everyone and they praised god, saying,

"we have never seen anything like this!" 
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is hosea 2:14-20

the lord speaks about israel as one group...  

14.  therefore, i will draw her to me and lead her into the desert.  i will

speak tenderly to her.

15.  there i will give her back her vineyards.  i will cause that valley of

achor [ which means trouble, ]  yes, i will cause that valley to

become like an open door where people can enter and have hope. 

there she will sing as long ago when she was young.   she will sing

as long ago when she left [ her slavery in ] egypt.

16.  the lord, yahweh, declares:  "in that day, you will call me `my

husband'.  you will no longer call me `my master'  [ as a ruler of a

slave ], no!

17.  "in the past her lips spoke the names of the baals to help her... she

will no longer invoke their names [ as i will clean her lips. ]

18.  "in that day i will [ lead her here and ] make a covenant for them with

the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the creatures

that move along the ground.  i will not allow bow, sword and war

battles here in the land.  everyone can lie down in safety.

19.  she is my promised one forever.  my righteousness, justice, love and

compassion will succeed in establishing her as my eternal promised

one. 

20.  my faithfulness in her will succeed and she will acknowledge the

lord, yahweh, has truly succeeded.
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the second lesson is 2nd  corinthians 3:1-6 

1b.  some people need letters of recommendation...  do we need letters

to give you or letters from you? no!  

2.    you yourselves are like our letter, written on our hearts, that

everyone can know and read. 

3.   you show that you are a letter that christ sent.  our serving

ministry wrote that letter, not with ink but with the spirit of the

living god;  not on flat stone tablets but on tablets of human

hearts. 

4.   we, through christ, have such confidence before god. 

5.   not that we have our own ability or claim anything depending on our

own ability;  but god gives us our ability. 

6.   yes, he caused us to become able pastor servers and we can

proclaim his promise.  his promise is not the [ law ] letter that

succeeds but the spirit's word succeeding in our hearts.  truly the

[ law ] letter kills, but the spirit succeeds giving life in us.
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 2:18-22

18.  now john's disciples and the pharisees were fasting [ not eating for

religious reasons ].  some people came and asked jesus, "why do john's

disciples and the disciples of the pharisees have to fast, but yours

don't?"

19.  jesus answered, "if the bridegroom [ has a wedding party ] and invites

guests, how can they fast during the party?  they cannot as long

as they have him with them. 

20.  "but the time will come when [ he ] will take the bridegroom from

them.  when that happens they will have [ sorrow and ] fast.

21.  "it is just like when someone has some old clothes that have a tear... 

what does he do?  he does not fix that tear by sewing a patch of

unshrunk cloth on the old garment.  if he does that, the new piece

will pull away from the old, making the tear worse.

22.  it is also like when someone has a wine skin that has already had

wine in it...  if he pours new wine into that old wine skin, the wine will

burst the skin.  it will ruin both the wine and the wine skin.  no, he

doesn't do that.  but he pours new wine into a new wine skin."
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THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is 2 k-i-n-g-s  2:1-12

1.   elijah and elisha were walking together, having recently left the

town of gilgal.  soon the lord would take elijah to heaven in a

tornado.

2.   elijah told elisha: "stay here!  i will go to the town of bethel as the

lord has sent me there."  but elisha said:  as the lord truly lives and

you truly live, so also will i not leave you or walk separated from

you!"  so together they traveled on to the town of bethel.

3.   the group of prophets of that town came and met elisha and said: 

you do know that today the lord will separate your teacher,

[ elijah ], from you and bring him to heaven...  you know that, right?" 

elisha answered:  "yes, i know that but don't you talk about it."

4.   now elijah told elisha: "stay here!  i will go to the town of jericho

as the lord has sent me there."  but elisha said:  as the lord truly

lives and you truly live, so also will i not leave you or walk

separated from you!"  so together they traveled to the town of

jericho.

5.   the group of prophets of that town came and met elisha and said: 

you do know that today the lord will separate your teacher,

[ elijah ], from you and bring him to heaven... you know that, right?" 

elisha answered:  "yes, i know that but don't you talk about it."

6.   now elijah told elisha: "stay here!  i will go to the river of jordan

as the lord has sent me there."  but elisha said:  as the lord truly

lives and you truly live, so also will i not leave you or walk

separated from you!"  so together they walked on.

7.   50 prophets stood far off watching the place as elijah and elisha 

stood near the river jordan.

8.   elijah took off his prophet coat, rolled it up, used it to swing and hit

the water.  the water divided to the right and the left, leaving a

way of dry ground for the two to walk on.

9.   after crossing, elijah told elisha: "yes, soon the lord will take me up
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and separate us.  before then, tell me what i can do to help you,

what?"  elisha answered: "allow me to receive double of your spirit."

10.  elijah said: "this is a difficult thing that you ask, but later, when god

takes me up, if you see me go then you will get double my spirit.  

however, if you don't see me go, then you won't get double my spirit."

11.  now they walked on talking with each other.  suddenly a horse

itself of fire connected to a chariot also of fire appeared

separating them.  then a tornado brought him to heaven.

12.  elisha saw the horses of fire and the chariots of fire and said: "my

father!  my father!  i see the many chariots of israel and the men

controlling them!"  from then on, elisha didn't see him again!

the second lesson is 2nd   corinthians 3:12-4:2

12.  we have that hope [ of our future glory. ] therefore, we are bold,

very 

13.  bold, but not acting as moses acted, no!  he didn't want the children

of israel to see the glory of his face go away.  so he hid it under a

cloth so they couldn't see that happen.

14.  but still to this day the children of israel are stubborn minded.   as

the promise story is read, it is as if the same cloth covers them so

they don't understand it.  it has continued this same way up until

until now because only christ in them can [ remove that cloth

covering their

15.   minds ]!  yes, still to this day, when someone reads aloud the book of

moses, their hearts are like covered with that cloth

16.  until the lord, turns that heart to him and he then removes that

cover.

17.  now the lord is spirit and any place where the spirit goes is where

there is freedom!

18.  now any thing that covers over our faces... he removes that and

our face is like open to see him.  we, like looking in a mirror, see the

face of our glorious lord.  that glorious face is what the lord, the

spirit, causes us to become like!   wow!

4:1.  therefore, his mercy gives us strength enabling us to do our serving
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work!  we don't give up, no,  never at all!

2.   but we reject shameful past secret things, not living to deceive

people at all and not corrupting god's word or changing it.   no, not

at all!  but our lives clearly show the truth and before god, we

allow the consciences of other people to evaluate our actions!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 9:2-9

2.   six days later, jesus brought three followers, peter, james and

john, with him.  he led them up that very high mountain to go to that

solitary place.  there, before them, his body and face changed,

shining bright with glory.

3.   his clothes shined so very bright, becoming whiter then any laundry

bleach here on earth could possibly cause them to become!   wow!

4.  now moses and elijah appeared and the followers saw them talking

with jesus.

5.   and peter answered jesus saying: "teacher, yes it is good that we

are here!   allow us to make three tents... one tent for you, one tent

for moses and one tent for elijah."

6.   what he said showed that he could not understand the meaning of

what just happened and also he was very afraid!   wow!

7.   a cloud came and engulfed them and a voice from the cloud said: "he

is my son, the one i truly love.  attend what he says!"

8.   suddenly they looked and saw jesus alone.  the others and the cloud

had disappeared, leaving jesus alone with them.

9.   while they walked down from the mountain, [ jesus ] commanded them

not to inform other people about the recent vision.  until after the

son of man [ dies, ] leaves that death and rises again, they were to

keep it quiet.  after that they can proclaim it!
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ASH   WEDNESDAY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is joel  2:12-19

12.   the lord declares:  "with complete honesty in your hearts... now

return to me... come with fasting and weeping and mourning." 

13.   rend your heart and not your garments.  return to the lord your

god. for he is merciful and kind.  he is slow to anger and abounding in

love. he will decide not to send calamity. 

14.   perhaps as he comes by, he will have pity and leave a blessing here

as he leaves.  this may happen... you don't know.  come and offer

grain and drink offerings to the lord your god. 

15.   blow the trumpet in zion!  declare a holy fast!  call a sacred

assembly!

16.   gather the people to a consecrated assembly.  lead together the

wise teachers, the children, even those nursing at the breast.  the

bridegroom is waiting in his room.. let me now leave to the meeting. 

the bride is in her chamber...  let her now leave to attend the

meeting.

17.   the priests that now minister before the lord... let them weep

between the temple porch and the altar.  let them say, "save your

people, o lord... save them as your inheritance.  do not allow people

to mock your inheritance or to consider it as insignificant!   if this

happens, the other peoples will say:  "where is their god?"

18.  then the lord will be jealous for his land and take pity on his people. 

19.  the lord will reply: "i am sending you grain, new wine and oil, enough

to satisfy you fully;  never again will i allow other people to mock

you before the nations." 
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the second lesson is  2nd  corinthians  5:20b - 6:2

5:20.  we are workers, announcers for christ... it is just as though god

makes his appeal through us, saying:  just as god in christ has

forgiven you, joining you to himself as friends, so also you continue

to live as his friends.

21.  jesus never sinned.  god made him to become sin for us, so that, with

him in us, we might become god's righteousness.

6:1.  as god's fellow workers, we urge you:  as god's grace gets a hold

of you, don't you live like his grace is insignificant.

2.  for he says, "in the time of my favor i heard you.   and in the day i

planned to save you, during that day i helped you."  i tell you, now is

the time of god's favor.  now is the day he plans to save you!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew  6:1-6, 16-21

1.  jesus warns:  "do not do your `acts of righteousness' before men, like

you want them to see your actions...  no, for if you do that, you will

have no reward from your father in heaven.

2.  "so when you give to help poor people,  do not announce your giving

with trumpets.  the hypocrites do that in the synagogues and on the

streets.  they want men to honor them.  i tell you the truth, they

have received their reward in full. 

3.  "but when you give to help the poor... do not let your right hand tell

your left hand what it is doing.

4.  "then your giving will remain a secret.  also, your father will see

your secret action and he will reward you. 

5.  "and when you pray, do not act like the hypocrites act!  they love to

pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners so other

people will see them.  i tell you the truth, they have received their

reward in full. 

6.  "but when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to

your father, the one you can't see.  then your father will see what

you do in secret and he will reward you. 

16.  "when you fast, do not look as the hypocrites look.  they disfigure

their sad faces to show men they are fasting.  i tell you the truth,

they have received their reward in full. 

17.  "but when you fast, wash your face; put oil on your head and comb 

18.  "your hair.  then people will see you but won't realize that you are

fasting.   but only your father that you can't see will know about

it and your father will see your secret action and he will reward

you. 

19.  "do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth.  on earth,

moths and rust can destroy it.  on earth, thieves can dig in and

steal it.

20.  "no, instead store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.  in heaven,

moths and rust can't destroy it!  in heaven, thieves can't dig in and

steal it.

21.  "for the place that your treasure is reserved, there is the place
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that your heart will also live." 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is genesis 22:1-18

1.   god wanted to see action in the faith in abraham.  so god said to him: 

"abraham."  abraham answered: "yes, i am here."

2.   now god said: "your only son, isaac whom you greatly love... take

him and go to that country of moriah.  there sacrifice your son as a

burnt offering on one special mountain that i will show you!"

3.   the next morning, very early, abraham woke up, chopped and split

enough wood necessary for the burnt offering and saddled his

donkey.  abraham, with two servants and his son isaac, those four

left and traveled to that place which the lord had told him.

4.   they traveled for three days.  abraham looked and saw the place

far off

5.   there.  he told the 2 servants: "you stay here with the donkey.  the

boy and i will go there, worship and then we will come back here."

6.   he took the fire wood necessary for the burnt offering and put it as

a burden on his son isaac to carry.  he carried the fire torch and

knife and the two walked on.  as isaac walked along, he said to his

father 

7.   abraham:  "father". and abraham answered: "yes, my son, what?" 

isaac said: "we have brought both the fire torch and the wood but

where is the lamb needed for the burnt offering, where?"  abraham

answered: 

8.   "the lord himself will provide the lamb for us for the burnt

offering." 

9.   and they walked on.  they arrived at the place that god had said. 

when abraham finished building an altar there, he arranged the wood

on it.  the he bound his son isaac's hands and feet and laid him upon

the 

10.  wood on the altar.  now he picked up the knife and was ready to

stab 

11.  his son to sacrifice him but the lord's angel called out from heaven

saying: "abraham!  abraham!"  abraham answered: "yes, i am here."

12.  god said:  "don't hold the boy and stab him, oh no!  don't hurt him at
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all!  you were willing to give me your only son and now i know that

you truly fear god!"

13.  now abraham looked and there he saw a ram sheep whose horn was

caught in a bush.  he went, grabbed the sheep and sacrificed it as a

burnt offering instead of his son.

14.  abraham named this place "the lord will perfectly provide."  and

ever since people say that here on the lord's mountain, every need he

will 

15.  satisfy, yes, he will!  again, a second time, the lord's angel called

out 

16a. of heaven  and the lord declared: "i promise, depending on myself

that

17.  "truly i will greatly bless you!  your future children will be many as

the stars in the sky.  yes, many as the sand on the seashore so also

will your children become many.  your children will capture and live

in those cities that belong to those enemies!

18.  "because you obey me, from now on your future son will bless all the

people living all over the earth,

16b.  "yes, because you were willing to give me your only son!"

the second lesson is romans 8:31-39

31.  therefore, what can we answer, what?  suppose it is god who

supports us!  who can be against us, who?  remember that he did not

hold his 

32.  only son safe to himself, oh no, but sacrificed him.  this the [ father ]

did to save us all!  therefore, with him, the [ father ] can give us all

the 

33.  things that his grace gives, wow!  yes, you are god's chosen ones

whom god judges as truly righteous!  therefore, who can blame us,

who can?

34.  christ jesus was the one who died!  and, very importantly, the one

whom the [ father ] raised up again!  he is also the one who is seated

at the right hand of god and who prays for us!  therefore, who else

can 

36.  judge us guilty... who else could?...  as it has already been written

in the book saying: "all day, death is against us because your name
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belongs to us!   we are like sheep that are now ready to be killed!"

35.  who can separate us from christ's love... what can?  can a rough

life or worry or persecution or hunger or nakedness or danger or

sword? 

37.  no, but by the one who came to us, who loved us, through him we can

defeat all these recent things listed!

38.  i truly know that with christ in us, death can't separate us, nor can

life, nor angels or angel rulers, nor present or future things, nor

can powerful things separate us, they can't,

39.  high things can't nor can low things or any other thing separate us

from christ jesus our lord.  yes, he is god's love in us!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 1:12-15

after john the baptizer baptized jesus,

12.  immediately, the [ holy ] spirit led [ jesus ] into that empty, flat area.

13.  the devil tempted him there for 40 days.  he was there with wild

animals.  now angels came and served him.  when people had jailed

john

14.  [ the baptizer ], jesus traveled into the area of galilee proclaiming

god's good news there saying:  "god's long ago promised kingdom is

15.  " near.  push away sin and faith in you turns to attend his good

news."

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is genesis 28:10-17 [18-22]

10.  now jacob began his trip, leaving from the town of beersheba to go

to

11.  the town of haran.   he arrived at that special place where he would

sleep the night because the sun had already set.  he lay down to

sleep. 

12.  taking a rock there to use as a pillow, he fell asleep and had a

dream in which he saw the vision of a stair from earth with its top

at heaven.  god's angels were walking  up and down the on the

stairway.

13.  the lord stood at the top and said: "i am the lord god, the same god

that your father abraham worshiped, yes the same your father

isaac worshiped.  this land upon which you sleep, the whole area,

this country, i will give to you as your home country and to your

future

14.  children as their home country.  your future children will spread

out as the dust of the earth spreads out.  your children will spread

out to the west, to the east, spread out to the north and to the

south.  and your future son will bless all the people all over the

earth!

15.  i will stay with and wherever you go, i will watch over and care

for you, finally leading you here to this country again.  i will never

abandon you until my promise has succeeded completely!"
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16.  now jacob awoke and thought: "the lord is truly here in this place

and i

17.  didn't know that!"  awe inspired him and he said: "this place is an

awesome place, wow!  this place is the same as god's house, yes, and

also the gate into heaven is here, yes!"

18.  early in the morning, that stone which he used as a pillow, jacob

stood it up as a pillar.  he poured oil on the top of the pillar.
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19.  he named that place bethel, however before the town's name was

luz.

20.  now jacob said a promise: "if god stays with me, watching over and

caring for me while i now travel, feeding me and clothing me,

21.  "finally leading me back here safely to my father's house... if he does

all that i have said, then the lord is truly also my god!

22.  "this stone pillar which i set up is god's true house.  i will give him

one tenth of everything he gives me!"

the second lesson is romans 5:1-11

1.   therefore, through the action of our lord jesus christ, we, in faith,

are innocent having jesus' holy righteousness that brings peace with

god.

2.   yes, also through the action of our lord jesus christ, faith opens

our way into his grace.  in that grace we stand strong and we can

greatly rejoice.  why?  because we have hope to receive that

heavenly glory!

3.   but also we can rejoice during our suffering.  yes, for we know that

suffering causes endurance;

4.   endurance [ causes ] right character; a right character [ causes ]

hope;

5.   and hope will never disappoint us.  this is all because of god's love

which he poured into our hearts with the holy spirit, whom god gave

to

6.   us!  wow!   we are all unholy sinners, having no strength at all. 

though we should have died, instead christ died at god's exact right 

7.   time.  i suppose that sometimes, someone might be willing to die to

save a righteous man.  and the actions of a good man might

challenge

8.   someone to be willing to die and save him.  but god clearly showed

his own love to us.  while we were sinners, christ died instead of us

dying. 

9.   wow, that is god's love!  wow, he truly saved us!  god's future

wrath will not come against us at all because now [ jesus' ] blood
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announces

10.  us righteous, holy again now, wow!   we were enemies of god and god

joined us to him again as friends.  this happened by his son [ who

came ] and died, yes, joining us to god again!  now his [ resurrected ]

life can 

11.  truly save us,!  yes, this is true, but also through our lord jesus, we

can rejoice in god!   through our lord jesus, we are joined as friends

with god again, wow!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 8:31-38

31.  jesus taught his followers saying: "the son of man must suffer

greatly, suffering many things!   the jewish leaders, ruling priests

and those who write down the scripture words will reject him.  

yes, they will kill him, but later, the third day, he will rise again."

32.  jesus explained clearly these recent things.  now peter led jesus

alone, only those two.  peter corrected him, scolding jesus for

saying that.

33.  now jesus turn his back to peter, looked at the other followers and

jesus corrected peter.  he scolded peter saying: "satan, you stay

behind me, away there, because your mind is not thinking on the

things of god but on the things of people!"  

34.  now jesus summoned his followers and the crowd of people

together and told them, saying: "if anyone wants to follow me, he

must deny his own life, shoulder his cross and come follow me.

35.  "if anyone holds on to his own life, wanting to save it, he will throw

away his life and life will be gone!  now if someone gives up his own

life because my name is in him, because the good story informed lives

in him causing him to want to serve me, then that one will truly save

his life!

36.  "if that man, profits the whole world, yes, all the world is his profit

and the cost of that is the death of his soul, then truly what is his

profit, what?

37.  "and what valuable thing here can he use to exchange for his soul,

buying it back?  what is valuable enough?

38.  "this generation of people commit adultery with other gods and are

a sinful generation of people, wow!  suppose during your life among

this generation, you turn an embarrassed face away from me and my

word... then later, when the son of man [ jesus ] will come again,

shining in the glory of the father, coming with the holy angels; at

that time he will be the same embarrassed of you, turning his face

from you the same as you turned from him!
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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is exodus 20:1-17

1.   in the past, the lord god himself said:  "i am truly the lord your god!

2.   i led you to freedom from the country of egypt which had forced you 

3.   "as slaves!  there are no other gods in my presence and you shall

have

4.   " none!  don't make any idol of anything there in the heavens or of

anything on earth or of anything under the water, nor bow and

worship that at all!

5.   " i, the lord your god, am truly a jealous god!  now suppose that

father and his children hate me.  yes, to the second, third, and fourth

generation they hate me... then those children will endure my

punishment of the sin that father has done.  yes, to the second, third,

and fourth generation of those who hate me!

6.   "but those who love me and follow my commandments will experience

my loving kindness... yes, they and their children to the thousandth 

7.   "generation, wow*!  my name is the lord your god... don't you

wrongly use my name, oh no!  the guilt of anyone who wrongly uses

my name will 

8.   "continue, and, the lord will remember it!  remember the holy worship

rest day!  how do you do that?  by living a holy life!

9.   "six days you will work and finish all your work, but the seventh

day 

10.  "will be a holy rest worship day given to the lord your god as his

day!   during the seventh day, no one is to work at all!  this includes

your sons, your daughters, your male servants, your female

servants, your animals, and other people visiting in your house; 

they shall not work 

11.  "at all!  the lord made the heavens, the earth and the sea with

everything in them.  he finished it all in   6  days, resting on the

seventh!  therefore, the lord blessed [ the seventh day ] as the holy

worship

12.  " day!  honor your father and mother and your life will continue in

this 

13.  "country which the lord your god gave you!  don't you kill anyone!
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14.  "don't you commit adultery!

15.  "don't you steal!

16.  "don't you say false words that are lies to deceive someone!

17.  "don't you lust wanting your neighbor's house!  don't you lust

wanting your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female

servant or his cow, donkey, or any other thing he has.  don't do

that!"

the second lesson is 1st  corinthians 1:22-25

22.  the jewish [ people ] demand to see miracles for proof.  those other

peoples seek wisdom here on earth.

23.  but we proclaim christ, the one whom people crucified.   yes, we

proclaim him, a stumbling block over whom the jewish people

stumble.  and other people think he, [ jesus, ] is himself a foolish one!

24.  but you know that truly christ is god's power and god's wisdom. 

yes, you, the one group that god made by calling the jews and the

other 

25.  people together into one group.  for, if you compared a foolish thing

of god, you would find that thing wiser than any wisdom of any

person!  yes, and if you compared god's weakest thing, you would

find that thing is itself stronger than the strongest thing of any

person!

the holy gospel lesson is john 2:13-22

13.  the jewish passover celebration will soon happen.  jesus traveled

to 

14.  the town of jerusalem.  in the temple he found the sellers that were

selling cattle, sheep and dove birds.  also the money changers were 

15.  there.  when he saw them, he made a whip of many small rope cords

together.  he whipped them out of the temple, along with their sheep

and cattle.  he pushed over the money changer's tables, scattering 

16.  the money.  he said to the sellers of doves:  "this house is my father's

house and you have caused it to become a house for business!  stop

it!   get these things out of here!"

17.   his disciples remembered the bible words: "great zeal in respect for

his house will inspire me!   wow!"

18.  now, therefore, those jews challenged him, asking him: "what great
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and wonderful thing can you do to prove that you can act in such a

way.  what do you do to prove it?"

19.  jesus answered and told them:  "destroy this temple and in three

days i can build it again!"

20.  so those jews said:  "it required  46  years to build this temple!  how

can you build it again in  3  days?"

21.  but the temple he meant was his own body and, so later, after he died

22.  and rose again, his disciples remembered these recent words and

jesus' faith in them believed the bible words and believed jesus

words, yes!
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is numbers 21:4-9

4.   the jewish people left mount hor.  they traveled along the red sea

so as to not travel across the large area of edom but to avoid it. 

while traveling on the way, the people became discourage, and,

having no patience,

5.   they complained against god and complained against moses.  the

people said:  "why did you led us here from the country of egypt?  did

you do it so we could die here in the desert?  there is no bread here! 

there is no water here!  and that [ manna ] food is a lousy, sick food!"

6.   so now the lord sent poisonous snakes.  they came slithering among

the people.  the snakes bit many jewish people and many died!

7.   the people came and said to moses: "we have sinned in speaking

against god and against you!  pray the lord so he will take those

snakes away!"  now moses prayed for the lord to help the people!

8.   the lord told moses: "you make a snake like one of those snakes and

put it on a pole!  if a snake bites someone, he can look at that snake

and that person will live!"

9.   now moses made a bronze snake and put it on a pole, lifting it up!  if a

snake bit anyone and if that person looked at that bronze snake, he

continued to live!
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the second lesson is ephesians 2:4-10

4.   but god's mercy is so very great, wow!  because of his great love

for

5.    us, we who are dead in our sin, live again.  god succeeds and with

christ's life in us, we live again!  [ yes, grace alone has already 

6.   succeeded in saving you! ]  with christ's resurrection, you rise again

and in christ, we sit there in heaven with christ!  why did god do this?

7.   he did it to forever show his great grace given us.   yes, he shows his

great kindness to us because of christ jesus' action in us!

8.   with the touch of god's grace, faith completely saves us!  and

faith... faith is not of our action.   no, but god gifts that faith into

you!

9.   and faith does not depend on the actions of anyone at all.  

10.   therefore, no one can boast at all!  god specially designed us.  his

work succeeded in making us again in christ jesus.  therefore, we

could do the same good works that god long ago had planned for

us to do.   those good works are now the actions seen in our lives!

the holy gospel lesson is john 3:14-21

jesus said: "remember that while those jewish people traveled in the 

14.   "desert area, moses made that snake and put it on a pole, lifting it

up.   so also it is necessary that people crucify the son of man,

[ jesus ], 

15.   "lifting him up.  therefore, in that faith, [in jesus] is life eternal in 

16.  "everyone!  god loved the world, [ all people from the beginning ]. 

yes, he love it so much, that he gave his only born son.  therefore,

everyone will not die but can have life eternal that is with faith,

17.   " [ with jesus ] in them.  god sent his son into this world not to judge

and punish the [ people of the ] world.  oh no, that was not the

reason god sent him!  but his [ son's ] actions was god’s way that he

could save [ the people of the ] world!

18.   "therefore, if any person has faith, [has jesus] living in them, god has

no judgement at all against that person.  however, suppose [ jesus' ]

faith is not living in a person, then god has already judged that
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person.  why?  because god's only born son’s faith is not in that

person!
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19.   "and what is god's judgement?  it is that the light came into the

world and people did not love that light!   no, instead, people’s

actions were truly evil actions so they  loved that darkness!

20.   "now everyone doing evil things truly hates that light, [ jesus ]. 

they won't come into the presence of that light because they don't

want that light to shine on them and show that their works are evil

works.   no, they don't want that at all!

21.   "but those that do actions that are of the truth, they come into the

presence of the light so that the light will shine on their works,

showing that their actions are the things god caused them to do."

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is jeremiah  31:31-34

31.  the lord himself says: "during a future time, i will establish a new

promise agreement with those people of israel and with those people

of judah."  yes, this is as the lord himself declares! 

32.  "with your family, your fathers before, i had a promise agreement.  

before, they lived in the country of egypt.   by their hand i led them

to freedom!  i was as their husband.  this new promise agreement is

not like the old one.  its new because the past promise agreement

they did not follow  at all!

33.  "what is this new promise agreement that i have with the family of

israel?"  the lord himself declares: "i will put my law into your

minds and write my law in your hearts!  i am their god and they are

my people!

34.  “i will forgive their evil actions!  i will not remember their sins

anymore at all!  and, therefore, from now on, it will not be

necessary to teach each other saying: 'know the lord'.  no, it will

not be necessary for a man to teach his neighbor or a man to teach

his brother, because they will all know him.  from the youngest to

the oldest, yes, they all will know him!"  this as the lord himself

declared!
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the second lesson is hebrews 5:7-9

7.   while [ jesus ] lived here on earth, he prayed with a loud voice and,

through tears, he offered petitions to god.  he knew that [ the father

] could save him from death.  [ the father ] heard him because of his

heart’s true relationship with him!

8.   he was the son who became man.  but no matter, he learned to obey

god.

9.   his suffering taught him that.  when he succeed in again becoming

perfect, he could give eternal salvation to all that obey him.

the holy gospel lesson is john 12:20-33

20.  now a group traveled to [ jerusalem ] to worship on one holy

celebration day.  some greek people were in that group.

21.  now they questioned phillip, whose home town was bethsaida in the

area of galilee.  they said: "sir, we want to see jesus".

22.  now phillip went and told andrew and they came and told jesus.

23.  jesus answered those two saying: "the hour is now ready which will 

24.  "glorify the son of man.  i tell you both the truth... suppose that a

wheat seed is not sowed into the ground and die, that seed stays

alone as only one seed!  but suppose that seed dies... it can grow

much wheat! 

25.  "the one who loves his life here will truly loose his life!  but the one

who hates his life here in this world, who wants to enter life

eternal... that one will have life forever!

26.  "suppose someone wants to serve me, [ jesus, ] then he comes and

follows me.  any place where i am, there in that same place will my

servant be.  suppose someone serves me, then the father will honor

that one!

27.  "now my soul is greatly burdened!  and what can i say, what? 

father save me from this hour?  oh no, because for this hour i came

here!

28.  "father, glorify your name!"  now a voice announced out of heaven: "i

have glorified my own name and again will glorify it in the future!"

29.  now a crowd standing there heard this sound and said: "it
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thundered!"  other people said: "an angel talks with him!"  jesus

answered saying:
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30.  "the reason that voice spoke was not to help me but to help you!

31.  "now this world is judged and i will force that ruler out of this

world!

32.  "and later, when people [ crucify me, ]  lift me up on the cross, i will

draw all people to myself."

33.  jesus said this to inform them that he would soon die and that his

death would happen by crucifixion!

THE  SIXTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT
PALM    SUNDAY

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is zechariah 9:9-12

9.  zion's daughter; you can greatly rejoice!  jerusalem's daughter, you

can shout with a loud voice!  yes, for behold... your king comes !  he

will rightly judge and truly save you!  he is humble, riding upon that

donkey, that young donkey with its mother!

10.  i will take the many chariots that ephraim has along with the many

war horses that jerusalem has... yes, i will also take the war bows

and arrows... i will take all of them and throw them away !  he,  [

that humble one, ]  will proclaim peace for all people!  he will rule

all the area from the sea and river [ to the western ] sea and over

all the world!

11.  he is my blood promise with you.  therefore, i will save your prisoners

there in that pit where there is no water.   yes, i will save them!

12.  also those prisoners that have continued to hope can come back

again to this strong city!  today, i tell you: "no matter what you

lost in the past, i will give you double that again.  [ i give a double

gift to you ]."
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the lesson second is philippians 2:5-11

5.  the attitude that christ jesus had is the attitude you must have!

6.  yes, he himself was true god, equal with god.  but he didn't hold that

into himself!  oh no,

7.  he left it and that servant body, he accepted, becoming true man.

8.  yes, he humbled himself, continuing to obey god into death, the

terrible death crucified to a cross!

9.  therefore, god greatly exalted him.  he gave him the name above

every name.

10.  so when the name "jesus" is spoken, all will bow and kneel.  yes,

every single one will... all in heaven, on the earth, and under the

earth... 

11.  all will bow and kneel and every mouth proclaim that jesus christ is

truly lord!  their [ proclamation ] will glorify the father!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 11:1-10

1.  near jerusalem was the mount of olives.  also the towns of bethany

and bethphage  were near by.  as the people with jesus were entering

[ bethphage, jesus ] sent two of his followers [ to bethany ]  and 

2.  told them saying:  "go across to that town there [ meaning bethany ]. 

near the entrance, you will find a young donkey tied there upon which

no person has yet ridden.  disconnect it and lead it here.

3.  "if any one asks you saying: 'why are you doing that?',  you say that

the lord needs it and that he will soon bring the donkey back!"

4.  now the two went and, right as they entered, there in the street

they found a young donkey tied outside the door of a house.  they

disconnected  it.

5.  the other people standing there said: "why are you disconnecting the

young donkey?"

6.  they told them the same words that jesus said.  then they allowed

them to lead the young donkey to jesus.

7.  the people took their coats off and put them over the donkey and 

[ jesus ] sat upon the donkey.

8.  the large crowd of people on the road took off their coats and

spread them on the road.  they cut branches from the trees in the

areas along the road and spread them on the road. 

9.  people in front of jesus and the people following [ jesus ] all

shouted: "our savior!  celebrate god's blessed one!  with the lord's

name, he comes to us!

10.  "he brings again the blessed kingdom of our father david!  our savior! 

celebrate him there in the high heavens!  celebrate our savior!"
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MAUNDY   THURSDAY partly unfinished

(sign while another voices the English)

the first lesson is exodus 24:3-11

now when the lord had told moses these things,

3.   moses came and informed the people, telling them the lord's word

and all the laws he had decided.  when he finished informing the

people, they answered as speaking in one voice.  they said: "we will

do everything the lord has said!"

4a.   now moses wrote every word that the lord just said,

7a.   writing everything in a scroll like book named "the promise

agreement scroll".

4b.  now early the next morning, after he woke up, moses built that

special altar there where the mountain slope began.  he used 12

stone pillars to build the altar, one stone to represent each of the

12 tribes of israel.

5.   after building it, he sent the young men of israel to the altar where

they killed bull animals as a burnt sacrifice, a peace fellowship

offering to god.

6.   moses saved half of the blood in bowls.   that half of the blood he

sprinkled on the altar.

7.   now he read aloud "the promise agreement scroll" [ book ] and the

people listened.  they answered saying: "we will obey everything

that the lord has said we should do!"

8.   now moses took the half of the blood saved in the bowls and

sprinkled the people with it.  he said: "with this blood, god

establishes the promise agreement with you in agreement with the

recent words."

9.   now moses went up that mountain and with him were aaron, nadab,

and abihu along with 70 wise leaders of israel.

10.  they all saw god, the one that israel worships.  under his feet was a

hard surface of clear blue sapphire, clear as the blue sky.

11.  now god's hand was not against those leaders of israel!  they saw

god and they eat and drank.
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The second lesson is 1  corinthians  10:16-17, [18-211]

16.

17. 

[181.

19. 

20.

21.   ]

1
verses 18-21 are optional
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the holy gospel lesson is mark  14:12-26

12.   

13.   

14.   

15.   

16.  

17.   

18.   

19.   

20.   
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21.   

22.

23.  

24.   

25.  

26.   

GOOD  FRIDAY
(See  Series-C,  PAGES 63 - 79 – many parts unfinished)
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
EASTER SUNDAY

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 25:6-9

6. "that feast which will happen on that mountain is a [ feast ] which

the lord almighty himself prepares!  yes, the people of every

country and color will all gather to feast on the most delicious

food, the best aged wine, the best choice of delicious meats and the

best choices of fine wine!

7. "here on this mountain, the lord will destroy that grief that covers

all people like funeral clothes, binding them.  yes, he will destroy it!

8. "and he will completely swallow up that death forever!  yes, the

lord, the supreme ruler himself, will wipe away every tear from

every face.  he will remove any shame that his people have from

over all the earth."  this is as the lord himself proclaimed and it will

happen.

9. on that future day when they arrive here on this mountain, they will

say: "truly he is our god.  his trust is in us and he saved us!  come on! 

rejoice!  celebrate his salvation that succeeded in us!  yes, he is our

lord and his trust is in us!"

the second lesson is 1  corinthians 15:19-28

19.  if christ's hope in us is only for during life here and now, then people

should pity us the most [ because the dead don't rise again in

victory! ]

20.  but christ did rise again.  yes, he died and [ the father ] rose him

again!  of the other people sleeping in their graves, [ jesus ] rose

again first.  he is the offering of the first fruit [ of the harvest ]!

21.  one man, adam, gave death to all.  one man, [ jesus, ] gave

resurrection to the dead.

22.  all were in adam and so all will die!  now all are in christ and the

same all he makes alive again.

23.  but each one will rise again agreeing with their proper order... 

christ as the offering of first fruits [ of the harvest ].  later, when

he comes again, he will then rise those people who belong to him who

are then sleeping in graves!

24.  when he comes again, right then the world will end, as he will have

overcome all other rulers, powers and authorities.  he will give
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god's kingdom to god, yes, to the father.
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25.  it is necessary for him to rule until god takes all his enemies and

puts them under christ's feet!

26.  he will defeat that last enemy, death, taking it and throwing it

away!  god will take all things and put them under his feet. 

27.  yes, but understand clearly the meaning of all things.   that one

takes all things and puts them under his feet but the "all things"

does not include that one who does it. 

28.  no, but later, when that one is finished taking all things and putting

them under his feet, then the son puts himself under that one so god

alone is all and in all things!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 16:1-8

1.   now the holy worship day was over.  [ it was now saturday evening ]. 

the three women went to buy the spices which they would need the

next day to pour over jesus' body.  the three women were 1st, mary,

whose home town was magdala;  2nd, mary, whose son was james;

and 3rd, salome.

2.   now on sunday, early in the morning as the sun was just rising, those

three went to the tomb.

3.   they said to each another: "who will roll back that stone which

closes the door of the tomb... who will do it?"

4.   that stone was huge.  but as they came to the tomb, they looked and

saw that someone had already rolled it back and opened the tomb.

5.   now they entered the grave.  there they saw a young man.  he was

dressed in a white robe and was sitting at the right from where

people had laid jesus.  wow, when they saw him they were really

surprised.

6.   he told them saying: "don't be surprised, oh no!  the one whom you

search for, jesus of nazareth; yes, people crucified that one... he is

not here.  [ the father ] rose him already.  there is the place where

the people laid jesus' body.  he is not here.

7.   "but now jesus goes to that area of galilee and will arrive there

first.  now you go and inform his followers so they go there [ to

galilee ].  they will see jesus there just as he told them before."

8.   now the women left the tomb in a hurry.  they were puzzled and

trembling greatly.  they said nothing to anyone because they were
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very afraid!

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE SUNDAY SECOND OF EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts  3:13-15, 17-26

13.  now god gave glory to his servant jesus.  abraham worshiped this

same god.   yes, and isaac worshiped him and jacob worshiped this

same god.   pontius pilate had decided that he wanted to free that

one, jesus, but  you denied jesus before pilate.  you bound him and

gave him to pilate.

14.  you denied that holy and righteous one!  yes, you didn't want pilate

to free him!  oh no, instead you wanted him to give that murderer to

you.

15.  [ jesus ] is truly the one who began life and gives life.  and yes, you

killed him!  he died but god raised him again and of that happening we

are witnesses!

....

17.  and now my brothers [ and sisters ], i know that your recent actions

[ before pilate ] were done in ignorance. yes, just as your rulers

acted in ignorance.

18.  it was necessary for his christ to suffer.  this is as god so long ago

proclaimed by the mouths of the prophets.  this has happened and his

long ago word has been accomplished!

19.  therefore, faith in you can push your sin aside, leave it, and turn you

to god.  he will clean away your sins!

20.  and the lord's life in you will satisfy you.  his life in your heart as a

pleasant rain.  this is as god decided so long ago for you to have

and he now has sent christ jesus in you.

21.  jesus has now ascended to heaven until later when he makes all

things new again.  this will happen as god said so long ago during

the times when the mouths of the holy prophets [ proclaimed it ].

22.  yes, just as moses truly said:  "that prophet like me, the one from

among your brothers, yes, the lord himself will raise up that one. 

you must attend all that he says.
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23.  "god will take and cast away any and every soul that does not

attend that prophet.  yes,  he will separate them as not part of his

people!"

24.  yes, all the prophets, every one beginning with samuel and

continuing down to each prophet since... yes, they all said that this

would happen!

25.  you are truly the inheritors of the words of prophets... you truly

are children belonging to god's promise.   yes, god established his

promise agreement with abraham, our long ago father.  he said: "and

in your seed, [ your future child ], god will bless all future families

of people.  over all the earth, he will bless them all.   yes, god will

accomplish this!"

26.  now god's servant [ jesus ], grew up and god sent him to bless you

first.  how did he bless you?  in you, he pushed your evil actions

away and turned you to god.  yes, truly he blessed you!

the second lesson is 1 john 5:1-6

1.   jesus is truly god's promised christ!   everyone’s faith that knows

that recent truth are truly god born ones.  and everyone loving

god are also those that love god's children.

2.   we know that we love god's children by loving god and doing as he

commands!

3.   god's love in us succeeds and we follow his commands.  his

commandments are not heavy burdens at all,

4.   because god born ones overcome this world.  yes, with his faith in us

we overcome this world.  that truly is the victory we have!

5.   that one’s faith that knows jesus is god's son, is the only one that

can  overcome this world!   yes, only that one can!

6.   yes, now jesus came.  he came through both water and blood.  he did

not come through water only, no, but [ he came ] both through water

and through blood.  the spirit witnesses that this is the truth for

the spirit itself is truth!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 20:19-31

19.  now [ on sunday ], the first day of the week, in the early evening, the

disciples were all together in a room with locked doors because

they feared the jews.  jesus came and stood among them.  he said to

them: 

20.  "peace be with you!"   after saying this, he showed them both his

hands and side.  therefore, the disciples saw the lord and rejoiced!

21.  jesus again told them: "peace be with you!  as the father sent me, so

also  i send you!"

22.  after saying this, he breathed on them and said: "receive the holy

spirit!

23.  "yes, the sins of any people that you forgive... they truly have

forgiveness.  but any of them that you can't forgive... they have no

forgiveness!"

24.  jesus appeared but thomas was not with them.   he was one of the

twelve disciples.  he is also called didymus [ which means twin ].

25.  therefore, the other disciples told him: "we have seen the lord!" but

thomas told them: "first, the nail crucifixion marks in his hands... i

must see and touch those same marks with my finger.  also i must put

my hand into his side.  until i do that, i will not believe!

26.  eight days later, in the same house, again his disciples were together

and thomas was with them.  the doors of the room were locked, but

still jesus came and stood among them saying: "peace be with you!"

27.  then he told thomas: "come with your finger.  see the marks in my

hands!  and put your hand into my side!  don't continue faithless but

believe!"

28.  thomas answered and said: "my lord and my god!"

29.  jesus said to him: "you believe because you see me?  truly blessed are

those that have not yet seen me but, no matter, they believe!"

30.  understand that many and other wonderful amazing things jesus

also did.  the disciples also saw him do all these other actions!  the

other things are not written down in this book [ of john ].  no,

31.  but the things are written here so that the faith in you knows that

jesus is truly the christ, god's son, and, with his faith in you, you
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enter into his name and will have life!
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE SUNDAY THIRD OF EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 4:8-12

8.   now the holy spirit inspired peter and he said to them: "you rulers of

the people and church leaders,

9.   "if you are investigating us because our good actions helped that

crippled man now standing here well... if you are investigating to

understand how it happened,

10.  "now, therefore, i give you this information that you as well as all 

the people of israel need to know... this happened by the name of

jesus christ and now this man can stand before you well!  jesus,

whose home town was nazareth, is the same one that you crucified. 

he died and god raised him to life again.

11.  "he is that special stone that you, the builders, rejected.  he is now

the head cornerstone, yes, becoming the most important support

stone!

12.  "the salvation of people is only in that one.  no other man’s name on

the earth can save us.   no, there is no other name at all!  [ he, jesus,

alone can save us! ]"
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the second lesson is 1 john 1:1 - 2:2

1.   it was the one from the beginning, the word, that gives life.  we

heard and saw him with our own eyes.  yes, we saw his actions and

touched him with our hands.  we now inform you about him.

2.   he is life itself that came and appeared.  yes, we saw him and are

witnesses that he is truly life eternal.  this we announce, informing

you!  he was with the father and he has now come and appeared here. 

yes, we saw him!

3.   we informed you about the same one that we saw and heard.  we did

this so you can have the same fellowship with us that we have with

the father and with jesus christ, his son, the one that came here!

4.   the reason we write these things to inform you to fulfill our joy!

5.   and our message is as he told us, as we heard and as now we

announce to you:  "god is truly light!  in him is no darkness at all...

no, none at

6.    all!  suppose we say: "we fellowship with him," and suppose that we

walk in darkness here, [ meaning we live a sinful life ]... then our

word "fellowship" is a lie.  also the actions of our life are not the

actions of the truth!

7.   but suppose we live and walk in the same light as is in god... if this is

true, then we have fellowship with him and the blood of his son jesus,

the one that came here, yes, his blood can cleanse us  from all sin.  

yes, he can completely cleanse us!

8.   suppose we say:  "we have no sin in us at all"... then we deceive

ourselves and there is no truth in us at all!

9.   but suppose we confess our sin, then he does as he has promised.   he

is  righteous and can forgive our sin, cleansing us from all the

filthiness of sin.

10.  suppose we say:  "we, ourselves, have not sinned at all"... then we

say god is a liar and his word does not live in us at all... no, not at

all!

2:

1.   little-children, we write these recent words to  inform you so you

don't continue in sin!  suppose someone does sin... then, with the

father, we have one who supports us.  yes, we have that one, jesus

christ, the righteous one!

2.   by his sacrifice, he succeeded in canceling our sin debt.  he only only
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canceled our sin debt but he succeeded in canceling the sin debt of

all the people that have ever lived in the world!

the holy gospel lesson is luke 24:36-49

36.  as the followers of jesus were discussing these recent things [

about jesus dying and rising again ], jesus suddenly appeared,

standing among them.  he said: "peace be with you!"

37.  they thought they saw a ghost, so they were surprised, terrified

and trembled.

38.  he said to them: "what causes you to worry and why do doubts

appear in your hearts?

39.  "look at my feet and my hands!  truly i am myself, here!  take hold of

me and look at me because a ghost does not have flesh and bone as i

have.  yes, look at me... i have [ flesh and bone ]!"

40. while jesus was talking, he showed him his feet and hands!

41.  they were excited with joy and great wondering that continued to

cause them to have doubts.  he told them:  "do you have any food to

eat here?"

42.  they gave him part of some fish cooked over a fire.

43.  he took the fish and ate it while they watched him eat.

44.  he told them: " before, i walked with you and the recent things have

happened just as i told you they would.  they were necessary to

fulfill the things moses wrote about in the book of the law.   also

the book of the prophets and the psalms said the same things.  it

was necessary for me to fulfill these many things!

45.  now he opened their minds so they could understand the things

written in the bible.

46.  he said to them: "the things written in the bible say that it was

necessary for the savior to come, suffer, die and on the third day

to rise again.

47.  "the proclamation of his name will touch all people all over the

world.  they will push away their sin, leave it and turn to god,

entering his forgiveness.  this proclamation will begin in jerusalem

and spread all over.

48.  "you are the witnesses of these recent events.

49.  "understand that i will send the promise of the father, [ that spirit ],

upon you.  now wait here in the city until that power comes and

clothes you!"



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 93



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 94

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE SUNDAY FOURTH OF EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 4:23-33

23.  those two, peter and john, [ stood before ] the jewish church

leaders and council.  finally, they released those two and they

went to report to their people.  they informed them about the things

the leaders had said.   those two told the people

24.  and they finished listening.  now they prayed.  they were united in

one mind and as one voice they prayed to god saying: "o lord and

ruler. you made the heavens, the earth here, the sea and everything

in them...

25.  "long ago, the mouth of your servant david, our father, spoke your

word.   yes, as the holy spirit inspired his mouth, he said: 'why are the

countries angry?   why do people invent empty plans?

26.  "'the kings of the earth come and the rulers of the earth gather

against the lord and gather against the christ, his chosen one.'

27.  "yes, [ david's word ] has truly happened here.  recently in this city,

those two, herod and pontius pilate, along with the other people

and with the children of israel, we saw them all together come

against jesus, your servant, your chosen one.

28.  "they did those things against him that your will and your hand had

already decided to do against [ jesus ].

29.  "lord, behold the threats of [ those leaders ] and give your

servants very bold hearts, able to proclaim your word.

30.  "and with your hand, now touch people with healing, with great

actions and wonderful happenings, wow!  we trust the name of

jesus, your holy servant."

31.  now they had finished praying and the meeting place shook and the

holy spirit inspired them all.  they boldly proclaimed god's word!

32.  now those many with faith were united as one in heart and soul.  the

things they had, no one said that anything was his own.  no, they

didn't say that, but all the things belonged to everyone to share

together!

33.  god's great grace blessed them all!  those twelve special

followers, as witness announcers, continued, with great power, to

announce about jesus' death and resurrection!
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the second lesson is 1 john  2:29 - 3:2

29.  god is truly righteous!  if you know that, then you must also know

that anyone doing righteous things is someone born from god.

3:1.  notice that god gives us his special love so people will know that

god names us "god's children."  yes, we are truly god's children.  the

people of the world don't know us as god's children for they didn't

know him.

2.   my friends in his love:  yes we are truly god's children.  what will

our future life there in heaven be like?  that has not yet been

perfectly and clearly informed to us.  but later, when [ jesus ]

comes and appears here again, we will see him just as he is and we

will also become just as he is.

the holy gospel lesson is john 10:11-18

11.  [ jesus continued to speak to his followers, telling them: ]  the good

shepherd willingly sacrifices his life to save the sheep.   yes, i am

truly that good shepherd!

12.  that man, a worker for pay, is not the shepherd and the sheep do not

belong to him at all!  now when that wolf comes toward the sheep

and he sees the wolf, he ignores the sheep and quickly runs away,

allowing that wolf to grab the sheep and scatter them.

13.  he is only working for the money and doesn't care at all about the

sheep!

14.  now i am truly the good shepherd.  i know my sheep the they know me!

15.  just as the father knows me and i know the father, so also they

know me as the one willing to sacrifice himself to save the sheep!

16.  and there are those other sheep.  they now do not yet belong to this

group of sheep here.  it is necessary that i also lead them to belong

to this group.  they will listen to my voice that leads them to

belong.  all together they will become one group that has one

shepherd.

17.  now the father loves me so i sacrifice my life and, later, i can take

my life  back again.

18.  no one forces my life away from me.  oh no, but i sacrifice my own

life!   i,  myself, have the authority to sacrifice my life and the

authority to later take my life back again.  yes, this recent

commandment is as i received from the father.
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE SUNDAY FIFTH OF EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 8:26-40

26.  the lord's angel came and said to philip: "now you stand up and go to

the south road from jerusalem to gaza, the road through that

desert area."

27.  there was one man, a eunuch and his home was in the country of

ethiopia.  he was an important officer serving his queen named

candace.  he was the chief manager of all the queen's riches.  now

he finished worshiping in jerusalem and was traveling on that road

just as [ philip ] came up and was standing there.  as he sat in a

chariot 

28.  traveling home, he read from the prophet named isaiah.

29.  now the holy spirit said to philip: "approach and walk with that

chariot, traveling along with it."

30.  philip ran up to the chariot and heard him reading the prophet isaiah.

32.  the holy word that was written said: "he is like a sheep that

people lead to kill ... people led him [ to kill him ] !    like a sheep

whose mouth says nothing while people cut off it's wool, so

also his mouth says nothing!

33.  "he acted humbly and the people wrongly brought judgement against

him!   people took his earthly life from him and now, therefore, who

will pass on his family's generation... who?"

30b. now philip said:  "do you understand the words you read?"

31.  the eunuch said: "unless someone guides me, how can i understand it?" 

now he invited philip to come and sit beside him riding in the chariot.

34.  now philip answered the eunuch saying:  "i ask you, what do you

think?  who does the prophet mean in his recent word... is he talking

about himself or is he talking about another person... which do you

think?"

35.  now philip began with the recent verse, opened his mouth and

preached to him.  he explained that the recent verse was talking

about jesus.



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 99

36.  now they were traveling on the road and they came near some

water.  the eunuch said:  "see that water!  what prevents you from

baptizing me, what?

[371. now  philip said: "faith is in your heart and i can baptize you."  the

eunuch answered saying:  faith knows that jesus christ is truly

god's son and he came here!" ]

38.  now he commanded the chariot to stop.  the eunuch and philip went

together, both entering the water and philip baptized him.

39.  then, coming out of the water, the lord took philip and the eunuch

did not see him anymore.  the eunuch continued his trip with great

rejoicing!  

40.  now philip appeared in the area of azotus.  he traveled to each of

the many cities in the area and proclaimed jesus until his travels

finally brought him to the city of caesarea.

the second lesson is 1 john 3:18-24

18.  little children, your love can't be in word, [ sign language ] only.  

no, but your love is in action and truth!

19.  your love in action proves that the truth gives birth to you and,

before god, your heart can rest in peace, yes, your heart can!

20.  suppose our heart, [ our conscience, ] blames us... we know that god

is greater than our heart for he knows all things.  yes he knows

everything!

21.   my friends in his love:  if our heart, [ our conscience, ] does not

blame us at all, we have confidence with god!

22.  we follow his commandment, doing the things that please him in his

presence, therefore, the same things that we pray for are the same

things that we will receive.

23.   his commandment is that with faith in the name of jesus christ, his

son, the one that came here, we should love one another.    yes, this

is just as his commandment tells us!

24.  and the ones that follow his commandment continue joined to him and

1
Nestle omits verse 37
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he continues in them!  how do we know that he continues in us?  we

know that by the spirit, the same spirit jesus gave us.  yes,

therefore, we know jesus continues in us!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 15:1-8

1.   [ jesus says: ]  i am the true vine and the farmer  is truly my father!

2.   i am the vine and the branches  joined to me that have no fruit, no

grapes, the father will cut those branches off.  he will take them

out of me.  yes, the father will do this to every branch that has no

fruit, no grapes!  the father will trim the other branches that they

have fruit, have grapes and so those branches will have more fruit! 

3.   the word i told you has already cleansed you and, yes, you are

clean.  now continue joined to me and i will continue in you!

4.  just as the branch itself can't grow fruit unless it continues joined

to me.   so also you will have no fruit unless you continue joined to

me.  you are joined to me so you also will have fruit! 

5.   i am the true vine and you are truly the branches.  that one who

continues joined to me and i continue in him, that is the one who will

have much fruit.  yes, apart from me, disconnected, you can't succeed

in doing anything at all! 

6.   remember the recent branch that the father cut off and took out of

me.  the same will happen to that one, anyone that does not continue

joined in me.  the father will take him, throw him outside to become

dry, gather him up and throw him into that fire.  there he will burn.

7.   if you continue joined to me and my word continues in you, then

anything you ask will happen.  yes, the same things you ask will

happen!

8.   the wonderful fruit you have proves that you are my followers. 

with that fruit, you can glorify my father!   yes, you can!

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE SUNDAY SIXTH OF EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 11:19-30

 do you remember stephen, the one people stoned to death?

19.  ever since that happened, people continued persecuting the

christians.  the christians scattered, traveling to [ the country of ]

phoenicia, to [ the island of ] cyprus and to [ the town of ] antioch. 

they announced the word, but did not proclaim it to the groups of
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other people but only proclaimed it to the jewish people!

20.  now from [ the island of ] cyprus and from [ the african town of ]

cyrene, a few men did travel to [ the town of ] antioch.  after 

arriving there,  they did preach to those groups of other people,

informing them of the news about the lord jesus.  

21.  the lord's hand blessed them and faith turned a great many people

to follow the lord!

22.  now, someone brought the news of their actions and informed the

church group in jerusalem.  they sent one man named barnabas to [

the town of ]  antioch.

23.  when he arrived, he saw god's grace succeeding there and he

rejoiced greatly.  he encouraged all of them to continue in a true

heart relationship with the lord. 

24.  he was a good man, filled with the holy spirit, with great faith and,

therefore, he lead a great crowd of people to know the lord! 

25.  now [ barnabas ] traveled to tarsus, [ another town ], to search

there for a man named saul.

26.  upon entering there  he succeeded in finding [ saul ] and led him back

into [ the town of ] antioch.  for all of one year, great crowds of

people continued to gather to church.  [ saul and barnabas ] taught

them.  it was there in [ the town of ] antioch where the name

christian was first used.

27.  now, later, from jerusalem, a group of prophets traveled into [ the

town of ] antioch.  the name of one of the prophets was agabus.

28.  he stood up and, as the spirit informed him, he said that soon a

terrible hunger would spread over all the earth, every place

inhabited by people.   yes, it will happen soon!  this happened during

the time the man named claudius ruled the country of rome.

29.  now those followers, as much as each one was able, they decided to

bring their things to help satisfy the needs of their brothers [ and

sisters ] living in the area of judea.  this they did, collecting the

whole gift together.  

30.  saul and barnabas brought the whole gift and gave it to the church

elders, [ the leaders ] there [ in jerusalem ].
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the second lesson is 1 john  4:1-11

1.   my friends in his love:  there are many spirits.  don't believe every

spirit.   no, but test the spirit and see if it is a spirit from god or a

false spirit that has come.  test them because many false prophets

have spread  

2.   into the world.  now if that spirit, any spirit says: "jesus christ has

come here in the flesh"... then that spirit is god's spirit come here. 

yes,  you can know that for sure.

3.   and every other spirit that  does not announce jesus... that spirit is

not a spirit from god but is the spirit against christ, [ the  antichrist

spirit ].  yes, this is just as [ i ] before informed you.  i told you that

this spirit will come and truly this spirit is already here in the

world! 

4.   little children,  god has come into you already and you have

already overcome that [ false ] spirit.  this is true, yes, that one of

god is greater than that one of the world!  

5.   people of the world speak about worldly things and attend the

worldly  things that world people say! 

6.   god has truly come into us.  if that one knows god, then he will

attend us.  if god has not come into that one, he will not attend us

at all!  therefore, this is the test you can use to recognize the spirit

of truth and the spirit of error.  yes, in that way we can recognize

them!

7.   my friends in his love: god’s love in us comes out of the heart. 

therefore, just as god has loved us we should love one another.  

god lives in every one that loves other people.  yes, god gives birth

to that one and that one knows god! 

8.   the one that does not love other people, does not know god because

god is love! 

9.   god's love appeared among us!   yes, god sent his only begotten son

into this world so his son in us could become true life in us! 

10.  now understand the meaning of true love:  we did not first love god. 

 no, but first he loved us and sent his son here as a man, [ jesus ], in

order that his sacrifice could pay our sin debt, canceling it,
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cleaning it off our slate!

11.  my friends in his love:  just as god has had such a tremendous love

for us, so also we must love one another, we must, yes!

the holy gospel lesson is john 15:9-17

jesus continues to speak:

9.   "the father loves me and with that same love,  i love you.  from now

on, my love must continue in your lives!

10. "if you follow my commandment, obeying that, then my love will

continue in your lives.  yes, this is just as i have followed the

father's commandment, obeying that, and so the father's love

continues in me.

11.  "i tell you this so that my joy will be in you.  yes, my great joy can

fill you to rejoicing, wow!

12.  "love one another!  yes, i command you to love one another just as i

love you!

13.  "the greatest love someone can have is that he is willing to

sacrifice his own life to save his friends!

14.  "if you do the things that i command you, then you will continue as my

friends.  you will, yes!

15.  "before, i named you servants but now i call you a different name,

[friend].  a servant does not know the reason the lord does the

things he does.  but now i name you friends because everything i hear

the father say, i inform to you...  yes, you my friends!

16.  "you did not choose me!  oh no!   but i chose you and called you so

you must go and bear fruit.  yes, you must bear the fruit that

continues!  therefore, anything that you ask of my father in my

name, the same things he will give you, he will!

17.  "love one another!  this is as i command you:  love one another!"
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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is acts 1:1-11

1. theophilus, sir, understand that i wrote the things about jesus in my

first book to inform you about all the things jesus began and did,

2.   yes, up until the day when he stood before those followers that he

had chosen.  on that day, he gave them his final words of command

which the holy spirit helped them understand and then he stood and

[god] took him up to heaven.

3.   this is the same group to which he, himself, appeared after he

suffered, [died, rose again].  he again [appeared] to them alive.  after

that, for 40 days, he showed them many proofs that they could see. 

he also explained to them the things of the kingdom of god.

4.   during one meeting, he commanded them: "don't leave jerusalem, but

continue to wait there until you receive the father's promised gift.  i

already had spoken about this gift and informed you.

5.   "yes, before john baptized you with water but [soon], in not too many

days, the holy spirit will baptize you!"

6.   now they gathered together to question him, saying: "lord, is it now

the time when you will again establish israel's kingdom?"
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7.   and he said to them: "it is not necessary that you know of the times

and seasons over which the father's own authority rules.

8.   "but, later, when the holy spirit comes, you will receive power and

you will become my witnesses.  you will go all over jerusalem, the

area of judea, the area of samaria, and finally all over the earth,

no matter how far... yes, you will go as my witnesses!"

9.   when he had finished saying this, while they watched, he stood there

and [god] took him up into a cloud.  after that, their eyes couldn't

see him.

10.  now jesus ascended to heaven while they watched.  they continued

staring up into heaven and two men dressed in white clothes, stood

by them

11.  and they said: "men from the area of galilee... why do you stand here

staring at heaven... why?  that same jesus who recently stood

there and, while you watched him go, god took him into heaven ...

understand that in the future god will again bring this same jesus

back down as you saw him go!"
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the second lesson is ephesians 1:16-23

16.  i [paul] have continued to thank god because of you, remembering you

in my prayers.  i tell god of your works

17.  and asking him, the glorious father of our lord jesus christ, to give

you the spirit of wisdom and revelation to enable you to know him

better;

18.  i also pray that [the spirit] will inspire the eyes in your heart with

his light enabling you to know that hope.  it is to that hope that the

spirit has called you, so you have that rich inheritance that is your

as sons [and daughters].   the inheritance gift that is yours

together with all his people!

19.  god's great power...  power that no other power can compare to...

yes, those people having his faith in them have that great power,

the strength that succeeds in them...

20.  christ died and the [father's] same strength rose [jesus] again and

brought him to sit at the father's right hand in heaven.

21.  there he is now and in the future life far above every ruler, every

authority, every power, every one that has dominion and every

important title people give people.

22.  the father brings all things and put them under christ's feet.  the

father chose christ as lord to rule all things to help the church.

23.  yes, christ is head of his body, (the church).  he fills the church and

in every possible way fills all things... wow!
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the holy gospel lesson is luke 24:44-53

44.  jesus told his disciples: "the recent things happened just as i had

told you before when i walked with you.  they were necessary to

fulfill the things which moses wrote about in the book of the law.  

also the book of the prophets and the psalms said that same things. 

it was necessary for me to fulfill these many things!

45.  now he opened their minds so they could understand the things that

had been written in the bible.

46.  he said to them: "the things written in the bible say that it was

necessary for the savior to come, suffer, die and on the third day

to rise again.

47.  "the proclamation of his name will touch all people all over the

world.  they will push away their sin, leave it and turn to god,

entering his forgiveness.  this proclamation will begin in jerusalem

and spread all over.

48.  "of these recent events, you are witnesses,

49.  "and understand, that i will send the promise of the father, [that

spirit], upon you.  now wait here in the city until that power comes

and clothes you!"

50.  then jesus lead the group of disciples near the town of bethany. 

there he lifted his hands and blessed them.

51.  while blessing them, he ascended and god took him to heaven.

52.  after that, the disciples worshipped jesus.  rejoicing with great joy

they returned to jerusalem.

53.  they remained in the temple, continually praising god.
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE SUNDAY SEVENTH OF EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts  1:15-26

now jesus had ascended 

15. and later, peter stood among his brothers [ and sisters ] in a crowd

of about  120   people.  he said:

16a. "brothers [ and sisters ]:  judas, the one that led those people to

take jesus, he fulfilled the holy scriptures written long ago.

18. "[ he then hung himself ], falling forth, his stomach tore open and

everything in it fell out!  the people used his evil profit, the money

they paid him, to buy that area of dirt.

19. "the news of his action spread to all the people living in jerusalem,

so that area was called (in the language of the people of

jerusalem) “akeldama,”  meaning  “the area of blood!”

16b. "the holy spirit before had spoken his word through david's mouth

20. "as it was put down in the psalm scroll saying: 'all the house of his

family becomes empty;  no one will live in his house at all!'  and [ the

psalm scroll ] also says: 'allow another one to accept his

leadership responsibility!'

17. "now he was one that was involved with our group.   yes, jesus

called him to do his proclaiming work.

21. "therefore, instead of [ judas ], it is now necessary for us to choose

another man that has also walked with us.  he must have been with

us during the time that our lord jesus went around walking with us,

22. beginning from the time john baptized jesus until the day god took

him up as we watched.  the one that has been with us can become a

witness to announce jesus' resurrection."

23. they nominated two men, the first was joseph.   people also know him

by his other name:  barsabbas.  people also call him: justus.  the

second nomination was matthias.

24. now they prayed saying: "lord, you know the hearts inside of all

people.  show us the one you choose... which one?
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25. "one of these two must replace judas.  he fell, going to his own

place.  now one of these two must take up and accept the

responsibility of judas' work, becoming one of the followers with

us!  [ lord, you choose which one? ]"

26. they cast like dice, choosing matthias to become the one to join with

the  eleven followers.

the second lesson is 1 john  4:13-21

13. we continue in god and he continues in us.  we truly know this, yes, 

we know this by his spirit that he give us.

14. the father sent the son.  he came as savior, yes, to save all people.  

we are witness announcers of that fact!

15. suppose any one, in faith, proclaims that jesus is truly god's son,

then god continues in him and he continues in god!

16. god is love and is truly in us.  we know his love and depend on his

love!  yes, god is love!   now when that one continues in his love,

god continues in him and he continues in god!

17. in that, his love succeeds perfect in us.   therefore, later that

judgement day will come and we will have confidence.   yes, we live

here just as if he lived here in the world.

18. in his love there is no fear at all.  fear involves punishment.   but his

love takes and throws fear away.   the one that has fear does not

have god's love perfect in him at all. 

19. god first loved us and, therefore, we love [ other people ]!

20. suppose someone says: "i love god..."  but he hates his brother [ or

sister ]... he is truly a liar.  if he can see his brother or sister and he

refuses to love them then he can't love god, one he can't see!

21. we have his commandment, yes:  the one that loves god, must also

love his brother, yes, he must!
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the holy gospel lesson is john  17:11-19

jesus prays that the father helps his people and now his prayer

continues, jesus says:

11. "holy father, from now on i will not continue here in the world, but

they will truly continue here, living in the world.  [ father ],

support those that you have given me, so they continue in your

name, so that, just as we are united as one, they can be united as

one!

12. "since i have been here with them, i have supported your name in those

you gave me and i have protected them.  not one has died, no none of

them except that one, hell's son, died, fulfilling the words of the

holy writings!

13. "but now i am coming to you.  i have said these recent things so my

joy in them will succeed.   yes, my joy will inspire great joy in them!

14. "i have given them your word.  they don't belong to the world at

all just as i don't belong to the world , therefore, the people of

the world truly hate them!

15. "i don't pray that you bring this group out from the world.  no, but i

pray that you protect them so they won't belong to that evil one. 

yes, protect them!

16. "they don't belong to this world as i don't belong to this world!

17. "your word is truth.   with the truth in them, you are able to

separate them to become a holy group of your servants.

18. "just as you sent me here to this world, so also i send them to go

all over the world.

19. i separated myself, coming here, a holy special servant to save

them, so that in truth, i could also separate them as a group holy

as your servants!"

PENTECOST SUNDAY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is ezekiel 37:1-14

the prophet named ezekiel said:

1.   lord's hand was on me.  the lord's spirit carried me and put me in the

middle of that valley.  i stood there and  all over it were many
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bones, wow!
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2.   he led me back and forth in the valley area.  i saw a great many

bones, wow.  all of them were very dry!  the lord asked me saying: 

3.   "son born of man, can those bones live again?"  and i said: "lord,

almighty ruler, you alone can know!"  now he told me: 

4.   "prophesy words to tell those bones and say: 'hey you dry

bones...attend the lord's word!  "'the lord, the almighty ruler,

5.   "'tells you dry bones that i will send breath into you, i will, and

6.   "'you will live again.  yes, i will succeed and you will live again,

causing muscles to join bone to bone, causing flesh to cover them

and skin over that!  then i will cause breath to enter them and they

will live again. 

7.   "'they will truly know that i am the lord!'"  now, just as he

commanded me, i announced words of prophecy.  while i spoke, there

was a loud noise as bone joined to bone... a rattling around me as

the bones joined together. 

8.   wow, i looked as muscles and flesh appeared all over those people

made of bones that were lying there.  then skin cover them!  but they

had no breath in them.

9.   and now the lord said to me: "son born of man,  prophesy to that

breath!  prophesy and command that breath saying: 'the lord, the

almighty ruler, commands saying: "breath:  you four winds, come and

breathe into them and those dead ones will live again!'"

10.  just as he commanded me, so also, i announced the prophesy word. 

the breath came, entered them and they lived again.  they all stood

up!  wow!  a great army!  wow!

11.  the lord said to me: "son born of man, those bones are all the people

of israel!  they say: 'all our bones have become very dry!  our hope

is completely gone!  life is disconnected, separated from god!'

12.  "therefore, prophesy words to them saying: 'the lord, the almighty

ruler, says: "you are my people.  i will open your graves and bring

you out!  i will bring you there to the land of israel again!

13.  "'"when i have opened your graves and brought you out, you, my

people, will truly know that i am the lord!

14.  "'"i will put my spirit in you and you will live!  when i have brought

you to that land for your home, you will know that just as the

lord has promised, so also he will succeed and do it!"'"  thus says
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the lord!

the second lesson is acts 2:22-36

14a. in that crowd there, peter stood up.  he was with the 11 other

[ disciples ].  he preached in a very loud voice, [ saying ]:   ....

22.  "you jewish people, attend my words!  god truly supported that man

named jesus .  his home [ town ] was nazareth.  he proved his support

among you with powerful, wonderful, and great happenings.  yes,

jesus did god's actions as you already know!

23.  "god, in himself, decided and his future knowledge caused you to be

able to control that man [ jesus ]!  with the help of evil people, you

crucified him to a cross and killed him!

24.  "but god saved him from the terrible bounds of death.   he

resurrected him because death could not continue to hold him... it

couldn't!

25.  "remember david?  before he proclaim about him saying: 'i see the lord

forever before me!  he is at my right hand, therefore, nothing can

overcome me!

26.  "'so my heart is happy and my mouth rejoices greatly!  from now on

my body will live in hope,   

27.  "'yes, in sure hope because you won't leave my soul in the grave.  no,

never!  you also will not allow decay to dissolve the body of your

holy one, no!

28.  "'you have informed and shown me the true way of life and in your

presence, i  will continue to experience great joy!'

29.  "brothers [ and sisters ]... allow me to inform you clearly!  our

father david died... people buried him... and to this day his grave is

here with us!

30.  "therefore, his recent words are the words of a prophet!  yes, god

promised, depending upon himself.  he promised and david knew these

things would happen!  [ he knew ] his future son would sit upon his

throne!

31.  "he clearly saw the future, seeing christ rise again as his recent

words said: 'you won't leave his body in the grave.   no, you will not

allow decay to dissolve his body.   no!'

32.  "god rose again that jesus!   we are truly all witnesses of that

event!
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33.  "now <therefore> god exalted him, yes, there to his right hand!  he,

the son, received the father's promise [ of the gift ] of the holy

spirit and [ that spirit, ] he poured out.  this is the happening that

you now see and hear.

34.  now understand that david said this and he didn't ascend to heaven. 

but he said:  "the lord said to my lord: 'you sit at my right hand 

35.  "'until i succeed and take your enemies, putting them under your

feet!'"

36.  therefore, you, the family of israel, all of you understand and

truly know that jesus, the same one you crucified, yes, he is the one

god established as both lord and christ, yes!

the holy gospel lesson is john 7:37-39

the fall harvest celebration continued for 8 days,

37.  and now it was the final day of the celebration, a very important

day.  jesus stood up and proclaim in a loud voice, saying:  "if

someone is thirsty, he can come to me and drink.   yes, he can.

38.  "just as the holy writings say:  'anyone with faith that believes me,

from his heart flows living water, yes, a river of living water

flows from his heart!  wow!"

39.  jesus said this talking about the spirit.  yes, his faith living in those

will soon receive that spirit!   that spirit is not yet here because

jesus is not yet glorified!

THE  HOLY  TRINITY
THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST

(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is deuteronomy  6:4-9

4.   israel, pay attention!  the lord is truly your god.  he is the true one!

5.   you love him.   yes, love the lord your god with all your heart, with

all your soul, and with all your strength.

6.   today, the commandments i give you are to continue in your hearts!

7.   you impress them on the minds of your children.  discuss them as you

sit in your house or while you walk on the road or you lie down or



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 117

when you wake up.  no matter, you discuss them so your children will

dote upon them!

8.   tie the commandment word pictures as bracelets around your

wrists.  tie them as head bands around your heads.

9.   write my commandment words upon the wood door frames of your

house and upon your gates.  yes, write them there!

the second lesson: romans 8:14-17

14.  god's spirit leads many people.  they are the ones that are truly

god's sons [ and daughters ]!

15.  now don't you again receive that spirit of fear which enslaved you. 

oh no! for now you have received that spirit that adoptions you as

children.  it is [ that spirit ] in us that calls out saying: "father, my

loving father!"

16.  yes, the spirit itself with our spirit is the one witnessing that we are

truly god's children!

17.  now if we are his children, we are his heirs to receive the god’s

things!  yes, we are god’s heirs and heirs also with christ our

brother.  but this means we must suffer with him.  yes, we must suffer

with him so we can receive glory with him but!

the holy gospel lesson is john 3:1-17

1.   a man by the name of nicodemus was a member of the group called the

pharisees.  he was also a member of the jewish ruling council.

2.   one night he came to see [ jesus ] and he said to him: "rabbi, [ meaning

teacher, ]  rabbi, we know that  you are a teacher and the great

things you can do show that you came from god.  yes, no one else

can do those things unless god is with him!"

3.   jesus answered and said to him: "i tell you the truth:  no one will see

god's kingdom there above unless he is truly born from there!"

4.   nicodemus said to him: "suppose a man is old... how is it possible for

someone to give birth to him?  it's impossible for him to enter into his

mother's womb a second time to be born from her!"

5.   jesus answered:  "i tell you the truth:  no one can enter god's

kingdom above there unless truly he is born both of water and of

the spirit!

6.   "[ sinful ] flesh gives birth to that same [ sinful ] flesh!  the spirit
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truly gives birth to that same spirit one!

7.   "i recently told you about that birth from above that you must

have.  this has caused great concern in you... don't be concerned!
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8.   "that wind blows any place it decides.  you hear the sound of it.  but

where does it begin or go?  you don't know!  yes, it is the same with

the spirit that gives birth to someone.!"

9.   nicodemus answered and told him: "how can what you've said,

happen?"

10.  jesus answered and said to him: "you are  a teacher of israel... right? 

how is it that you don't know these recent things?

11.  "truly, i tell you the truth!  we say the things we know and our

witness tells  the things we've seen.  now you refuse to accept

those words!

12.  "if i tell you these earthly things and there's no faith in you at all,

how could you believe if i tell you heavenly things?

13.  "no one by himself can go to heaven except the one that came from

heaven.  yes, he is the son of man!"  jesus continued and said:

"remember that while those jewish people traveled in the desert

area, 

14.  "moses made that snake and put it on a pole, lifting it up.  so also is

it necessary that people crucify the son of man [ jesus ], lifting him

up.

15.  "therefore, in faith, everyone can have life eternal!

16.  "god loved the world, [ yes, he loved all people from the beginning ]. 

he loved them so much, that he gave his only born son.  now in faith,

everyone will not die but can have life eternal. 

17.  "god sent his son into this world not to judge and punish the [ people

of the ] world.  oh no! that was not the reason god sent him!  but by

his [ son's ] action, god could save [ the people of the ] world!
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is deuteronomy 5:12-15

12.  the holy worship rest day will continue holy by your actions of a

holy life.  this is just as the lord your god has commanded you!

13.  six days you will work and finish all your work.

14.  but the seventh day will be a holy rest worship day given to the

lord your god as his day!   during the seventh day, no one is to do

any work at all!  this includes your sons, your daughters, your

male servants, your female servants, your ox, donkey, or any

animal, and other people visiting in your house;  they shall not work

at all, so your male and your female servants can rest, just as you

can rest.

15.  remember in the past there in the country of egypt, there you were

slaves.  the lord your god, with his almighty hand and his out

stretched arm, he came there and saved you.  he brought you all

together to freedom here!  therefore, follow and obey the holy

worship rest day law just as the lord your god has commanded you!

the second lesson is second corinthians 4:5-12

5.   our proclamation is not one of proclaiming ourselves.  oh no, but

[ our proclamation ] is jesus christ.  [ we proclaim ] jesus himself as

lord and we ourselves as slaves... we are your slaves as we serve

jesus.

6.   there was only deep darkness and that god, the one true god, said:

"light shine forth".  that same light now shines in our hearts,

inspiring in us the knowledge of god's glory, yes glory as seen in the

face of christ!

7.   his [ inspired glory ] is a treasure that we have in us as pots of

clay... his treasure in earthen pots, wow!  therefore, the power that

causes this to happen in us is not our own power.  oh no, but it is

god's marvelous and wonderful power that can accomplish this!

8.  wow, we have burdens on all sides but those don't defeat us!  we
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have no escape at all, but we never give up!



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 122

9.   yes, people around us persecute us but god never forsakes us! 

people throw us to the ground, grinding us under their feet but that

doesn't destroy us!

10.  we always carry jesus' death in our bodies so jesus' life is clearly in

our bodies also!

11.  we are truly living ones but death is always in us.  yes, death in us

because we serve jesus!  therefore, also jesus' life can show in our

dead bodies... oh yes it can!

12.  so death succeeds in us.  life, however, succeeds in you... oh yes!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 2:23-28

23.  on one holy worship day, [ on saturday ], jesus was walking through

a wheat field there.  his followers were going with him through the

field.  as they began walking on the way through, they picked some

heads of the wheat and ate them... continuing on, they picked more

and ate as they went.

24.  now those pharisees said to him: "today is the holy worship day and

notice that their action conflicts with the law!  why can they do

that?"

25.  jesus said to them: "have you never read that story of what david

and his friends did?   remember the story?   david and his friends

were in need and were hungry.  

26.  now abiathar was the chief priest, serving in god's house.  it

happened during that time that [ david ] entered and ate [ god's ]

holy bread.  he also gave some bread to his friends to eat.  now the

law says that only priests can eat that [ bread ].  so [ david’s ]

actions are in conflict with the law!"

27.  and jesus also told them, saying: "understand the reason that god

established the holy worship day... he did that to serve people! 

that's the reason [ god ] established the holy worship day!  is was

not for people to serve it, oh no!  

28.  "just as the son of man is truly lord, so also does he rule the holy

worship day.   yes, he rules it!"
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is genesis 3:9-15

9.     now the lord god called out adam's name saying: "where are you,

where?"

10.  he answered: "i heard you walking here in the garden.  i was naked

[ without clothes ] and was afraid so i hid myself."

11.  god said:  "who told you that you were naked, who?  i commanded you

not to eat from that one tree.   did you pick and eat that?"

12.  the man answered: "that woman you put here with me, she picked fruit

from that tree, gave it to me and i eat it."

13.  now the lord god said to the woman:  "what have you done, what?"

the woman said: "that snake lied, deceiving me and i picked fruit from

the tree and ate it."

14.  now the lord god said to that snake:  "you did this recent things and,

therefore, i bring a great punishment against you.  it is a greater

punishment than i bring against any of the farm or other animals. 

yes, i terribly punish you, wow!   from now on, all the days of your

life, you must slither upon your belly and eat dry dirt.  this you

must do!

15.  "i establish enmity, hatred, between you and the woman.  from now on

you and the woman will be enemies as also  will your children and

her child be enemies.  you will hurt his heel but he will crush your

head."
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the second lesson is second corinthians 4:13-18

13.  yes, we have that same spirit, the spirit of faith.  so in faith we can

speak just as the words written in the [ book ] say: "i believe and so i

can speak"!

14.  the lord jesus [ died ] and [ the father ] raised him again.  so also the

father will raise us again with jesus, offering us to himself.  yes,

this he will succeed just as we truly know!

15.  the reason that these things happen are to help you, so god's grace

can spread, touching many people.  his grace causes great

thanksgiving, glorifying god!

16.  [ it is sin here ] that causes this body to decline.  sin destroys it.   but

we don't give up, no never.  at that same time, god supports the

[ new ] person  in us and improves us.  yes, tomorrow he will improve

us and each tomorrow improving us all the more!

17.  today, our burdens and problems are truly light, yes, insignificant. 

but they do succeed so we can enter our eternal glory.  yes, it is

god's tremendous glory that is ours, wow!

18.  for our eyes dote not on things we can see here!  no, those things we

see only continue for a very short time and are completely gone! 

but our eyes dote on the things we can't see.  yes, those things we

can't see are truly eternal things that continue!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 3:20-35

20.  now [ jesus ] came and entered that house.  again the people

gathered to him.  it was a great crowd.  the house was so crowded

that he and the followers were not able to eat any bread.

21.  the ones with him came and grabbed him saying:  "he is not thinking

clearly at all."

22.  those writers of the words of the book had traveled from

jerusalem.  they said that he had the ruling devil in him that allowed

him to command other devils to come out of people!

23.  now [ jesus ] called them together and told them a story that

informed a heavenly truth.  he said:  "how could satan, [ the devil ],

command a devil to come out, how?

24.  "if that kingdom is divided as an enemy against itself, then that

kingdom can't continue!  [ it will collapse ]!

25.  "if that house, that family, is divided as an enemy against itself, then

that house, that family, can't continue!  [ it will collapse ]!

26.  "and if satan, [ the devil ], stands against himself divided, he can't

continue!  but his end is here!

27.  "also consider the house of that strong one...  no one can come,

force his way into the house and take all his things unless first he

ties up that strong one and then enters to take his things!"

30.  remember those who had recently said that he had an unclean spirit

in him.  therefore jesus continue speaking:

28.  "truly i tell you:  god will forgive all sins and blasphemies.   yes, he

will forgive the sons [ and daughters ] of all people, forgiving

every blaspheme that they say.

29.  "this is except for the blasphemy against the holy spirit.  he will not

forgive the one speaking such a blasphemy.  he will not forgive him

now nor at the end of time.  no, not ever!  for he has done an

eternal sin!"
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31.  now his mother and brothers arrived and stood outside the house. 

the crowd passed along their request to see him.  

32.  the crowd sitting around him told him:  "hey!  your mother and

brothers and sisters are outside the house and they want to see

you."

33.  and he answered them saying:  "who are my mother and my brother,

who?"

34.   and he looked at those people sitting about him and said: "i see you,

my mother and my brothers!

35.  when someone does god's will, that one is truly my brother and

sister and mother!"

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is ezekiel 17:22-24

22.  attend the things that the ruler, the lord god almighty now says! 

that cedar tree grows over there on that high mountain... yes, from

that tree's top branch, i myself will break off a branch, take it and

plant it on that other high mountain.  yes, the top branch of the

tree, i will break off a new young tree branch among the highest

branches, take it and plant it on that mountain!

23.  i will bring it to a mountain top in the country of israel and plant it

there.  that tree will grow branches and have fruit and wow, it

will become a beautiful cedar tree!  every kind of bird will fly into

the tree, live there and the branches of the tree will protect them. 

there they can hide and live safe!

24.  i will pull down that proud tree to the ground!  i will grow that

weak tree into an exalted tree!  i will cause that green tree to

become dry!  i will cause that tree's dry foliage to become green. 

wow, all the trees of the forest will know the lord's actions.  i,

the lord, have said it and i, the lord, will do it... i will! 
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the second lesson is from the second letter to the corinthians 5:1-10

1.   our earthly body is like a tent and in that our true life exists, just

as in a tent.  now if the earthly body is destroyed, we have that

building there, god's building, as our house.  that heavenly house is

an eternal house that was not made by the hand's of people!

2.   here in this body we groan and endure while we eagerly wait for

that home, our heavenly home, wishing that it would come and clothe

us!

3.   if god's clothes truly clothe us then he won't find us naked, no!

4.   while we live here in this body as a tent cover [ clothing us ], we

groan under that burden... yes, we endure it!  this does not mean that

we want this body here to be taken and thrown away.  oh no, this we

don't truly wish, no.  but we want that [ heavenly life ] to come and

clothe us so that life will swallow up our life here that lasts only

so short a time...  yes, that life will swallow up this life in victory!

5.   this is as god himself caused it to happen.  yes, it is for this reason

that he made us!  and his spirit that he gave us is the promise that

everything he promised will happen.

6.   so we are always excited in expectation while we are at home in this

body here.  we are excited in expectation, knowing that while we are

here, we are separate from that [ heavenly ] home, our true home

with the lord!

7.   our life depends on [ his ] faith in us.  it does not depend in any way

upon things we can see!

8.   we have excited expectations thinking it better that we leave this

body, go to that [ heavenly ] home and there we will meet the lord!

9.   whether we stay at home in this body or we leave this bodily home

and go there, our zealous goal is to want our actions to please him!

10.  we will all appear, standing before the judgement throne of christ. 

yes, we all must and christ will judge us.  each one will receive

exactly in agreement as their actions warrant!  that's right, you

will receive as your good actions warrant or as your worthless

actions warrant!  you will receive in agreement with one or the

other, yes!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 4:26-34

26.  and [ jesus ] said:  "god's kingdom is like that man.  he sowed seed

there in the soil of the earth.

27.  "all day and all night, whether he was awake or asleep, it didn't

matter, the seed went ahead, sprouted and grew.  how did that

happen?  [ the farmer ] didn't know!

28.  "the earth itself was able to grow that food...  first the grass

grows.  then the head grows and then the many wheat seeds inside

the head

29.  "and finally, in the head, the fruit is ready and [ the farmer ] swings

the sickle because he knows that it is now harvest time!"

30.  now again [ jesus ] says:  "god's kingdom is... well, how can we

compare something with it? ... what story that informs a heavenly

truth can explain it... what story?

31.  "[ the kingdom of heaven is like ] that mustard seed.  when comparing

it with all other kinds of seeds that are sown into a field, it is the

smallest seed over all the others on earth.  yes, of all sown seeds,

it is the smallest!

32.  "but when that seed has been sown into a field, it sprouts and

grows, becoming the biggest herb that grows.  wow, its branches

are strong and fat, with strong branches under which is cool shade

where the birds can come and live safe in there!"

33.  he told his word by telling many stories that informed heavenly

truths just like the recent story.  they could understand the

stories.

34.  yes, every word which he said was always in the form of a story

that informed a heavenly truth.  this is except when he was

privately with his followers...  in private he would explain all

things to them.
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is job 38:1-11

1.   from within that wind storm, the lord answered job saying:

2.   "your words make my decided purpose become vague and your words

are not words based on knowledge!   who do you think you are...

who?

3.   "stand courageously like a man while i question you and you will

answer me!

4.   "while i established the foundations of the earth, where were you...

where?   if you understand, now therefore tell me!

5.   "who decided how big the earth would be... who?  surely you must

know!  who measured the earth with a measuring line... who?

6a.  "what are the supports under the earth's foundation... what?

7.   "yes, while the morning stars sang together and the angels all

shouted with joy

6b.  "who established the earth's cornerstone... who?

8b.  "when the sea water burst forth as it was born

9.   "i made clouds for the water as clothes and wrapped darkness

around the clouds as a blanket for them.

10.  "i establish the limits for the [ sea ] waters like shutting them behind

a door and placing a crash bar in place!

11.  "when i said: 'you sea waters... your waves can't cross this line, no! 

your proud waves must stop at this line, you must!'

8a.  "yes, who holds back the waters as shutting them behind a door and

holding them there... who did it?"
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the second lesson is 2nd Corinthians 5:14-21

14.  christ's love compels us because this has convinced us:  instead of

the death of all people, the one man [ jesus ] died and all people died

with

15.   him.  yes, not all people will die.  oh no, but instead the one died [ to

save ] them!   wow!  therefore the ones that now live, don't live to

serve themselves  but their lives serve [ jesus ].  yes, that one died in

their stead and god raised him again [ and that succeeded in saving 

16.  them ]!  from now on, we don't look at people, considering them as

our worldly eyes of flesh would understand people!  before we did

consider christ as seen by the understanding of our flesh.   but from

now on we know him in a different light!

17.  if christ is in someone, he makes that someone new!  yes, the old thing

is gone and look, the old thing has become new.

18.  this happens because of what christ did and it is just as god himself

caused.  he joined us to belong to him as friends again!   now this

work of proclamation and service is the work that god gives us.  he

will succeed in joining people to belong to him as friends again...

wow!

19.  our proclamation informs them that god came in christ.  in his

actions, god succeed in joining people to himself.   yes, this was

completed for the whole world, for all people since the beginning. 

god succeeded in joining all people to himself as his friends again...

wow!   for now the punishment of all the world's sin from the

beginning does not belong to the people at all.  this word, informing

them about the friendship again with god, is the word that god put in

us and which we inform to them!

20.  therefore we do christ's work and we bring his good news to them. 

our announcement is as if god himself announced it!  yes, we are

christ's workers begging those people, joined to god, to live as his

friends.  this is as god commands!

21.  that one, [ jesus ] himself, had no sin.  he never did any sin at all!  but

god cause him to become [ all ] sin itself so he could save us.  now

god's holy righteous life in christ could touch us so we could truly
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become his righteousness... wow!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 4:35-41

[ jesus ] and his followers were there near the sea...

35.  now, as it was evening of the same day, [ jesus ] said to [ his

disciples ]:  "come on, let us take the boat across the water!"

36.  [ jesus ] was already in the boat and there were other boats there

also.  his followers left the crowd, entered the boat with [ jesus ]

and rowed the boat.

37.  now a terrible wind storm came up and the waves violently rocked

the boat.  the waves came into the boat, fulling it with water...

filling it higher and higher.  soon the boat would sink... wow!

38.  [ jesus ] slept on a pillow, asleep there in the back of the boat.  now

they shook him awake and said:  "teacher!  we will now soon die! 

don't you care about that?"

39.  now awake, he sent the wind away and told the waves: "be level...

quiet!"  the wind immediately went away and a great calm settled

all over the water like a mirror!

40.  and he said to them: "why is there fear in you like you now have?  

why?   why is there not yet faith in you?"

41.  now in them was great awe and they said to each other:  "who is

that one, who?"  "yes, wow... both the wind and waves obey him,

wow!"
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is lamentations 3:22-33

22.  because of the lord's great love, we are never destroyed

completely, no!  his mercy never fails!  wow!

23.  his mercy is new every morning.   yes, and he is faithful, always doing

as he promises!

24.  in my soul i say:  "all i need is the lord alone so i will wait for him to

act." 

25.  yes, god will do good and support those whose hope attends him.  

and yes, god will do good and support the one seeking him!

26.  it is good for those to wait quietly until god's saving work will

succeed!

28b.  if the lord burdens one

27.  it is best for him to endure that burden during the days of his youth... 

28b. he one can sit alone quietly...

29.  because he can have hope, he can fall with his face on the ground,

bowing low, yes, he can!

30.  if someone wants to slap him, he can turn his cheek and allow him to

do it, and he can accept his insults

31.  because the lord won't drop him, no.  the lord won't forsake him

forever, no!

33.  great griefs, burdens and suffering is not what the lord wants to

give any children, to give any one, no!

32.  he allows grief but his mercy will support that one and his great

love, yes his great love will never fail!
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the second lesson is 2nd corinthians 8:1-9, 13-14

1.   now brothers [ and sisters ] ...  god has given his wonderful grace to

those churches there in the area of macedonia.  of this we inform

you.

2.   people have terribly persecuted them but their joy greatly

overflows from their heart in service!   their poverty, great

poverty has caused them to willingly give abundantly, to willing

help other people

3.   [ they helped ] in agreement with their strength as they were able to

help.   yes and even when their strength was gone they continued to

help and serve!  i [ paul ] am a witness of their actions!

4.   they begged us greatly to allow them to be part of his work of

grace.   yes, [ they begged us ] to honor them as part of our

fellowship of workers in serving god's holy people.

5.   they gave not as we expected.  oh no, but they gave so much, wow!

first, they gave themselves to god.   and second, agreeing with

god's will, they gave and gave to us, wow!

6.   this same work of grace is in you.  yes, it is the work which titus

began among you before.  so we urged him to work on and finish god's

work among you!



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 135

7.   [ god's love ] in you succeeds in every action.  yes, in faith, in word, in

knowledge, and in zealous continuing action, it is his love in you with

which you love us!  now, in the same way you can give!   yes, you can

zealously give.

8.   i am not commanding this.   oh no, but just as those others zealously

continue to act, proving god's love is in them, so also your zealous

actions prove his love is in you!

9.   our lord jesus christ came here... you know his grace, right!   he was

rich, but in wanting to help you, he became poor and came here so by

the poverty of one, you could truly become rich inside... wow... yes!

....

13.  we don't want to satisfy other people and greatly burden you, oh

no!  but, yes, we want to establish equality!

14.  it is like now you have much and you can give part of your abundance

which you don't need.  that can satisfy the needs of those other

people!  later, when those others have much, they can give to you

part of what they don't need.  that can satisfy your need.  yes, in

this way we establish equality!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 5:21-24, 35-43

jesus finished his work in the area of the 10 towns near the sea.

21.  jesus again entered a boat to cross the sea.  when the boat arrived,

he walked into that country near the sea.  wow, a great crowd of

many people gathered to him!

22.   one man came there.  he was a leader in the jewish church.  his name

was jairus.  upon seeing jesus, he fell with him face on the ground at

his feet

23.  and he beg him, imploring him saying: "my young daughter will soon

die.  therefore come and lay your hand on her, heal her and she will

live!"

24.  now he went with him, walking and following him.  a great crowd of

people pushed against him from all sides.

now verses 25 through 33 speak of a woman who was

sick with the flow of blood for many years.  she

touched his clothes and he healed her.  it was the

great faith in her that succeeded in that healing.

now verse 35....

35.  now while he continued speaking to her, the servants of the leader

of the jewish church came and said: "your young daughter has

already died!  now, why bother the teacher any further?"

36.  but jesus heard their words and told the leader of the jewish

church:  "don't have fear in you, oh no.  but, with the faith in you,

believe, yes!"

37.  and from then on, he did not allow any other people to walk along

with him except for peter, james and his brother john.  only those 3

came with him.

38.  the four arrived at the house of the jewish church leader and they

entered it.  jesus saw the noisy crowd of people mulling around,

crying and making loud cries of grief.

39.  so, when he went in he told them saying: "the little girl is not dead. 

she is only asleep!"



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 137

40.  they laughed at him, mocking him.   but he sent them out of the house. 

now the little girl child was there in a room.  jesus told her father,

mother and the other  3  [ followers ] who were with him to come in

with him.  when they entered the room,

41.  jesus took the little girl's hand said to her: "tabitha koum." the

interpretation means: "young lady, i tell you to rise again!"

42.  immediately the young lady awoke, stood up and walked around.  she

was 12 years old!  they were all struck with awe, yes, with great

awe, wow!

43.  jesus strictly commanded them to inform no one, to say nothing of

this!  and now he told them to give her some food to eat.

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(sign while another voices the English)

the first lesson is ezekiel 2:1-5

1.  [ ezekiel is there. ]  god said to me:  "son of man!  stand on your feet

and i will speak to you!"

2.   god was speaking and the spirit came into me.  the spirit lifted me so i

was standing.  i could hear what god was saying.

3.   god said to me:  "son of man!  those children of israel are a stubborn

group of people.   they have rebelled against me and so i will send

you to them.  they and their fathers have rebelled against me up until

even today. 

4.   "yes, i will send you to those proud, know everything and very

stubborn people!  you tell them:  'attend to the things which the lord

god almighty says!'

5.   "suppose that they attend or won't attend... no matter!  you are

truly my prophet and, yes, they will know that you, a true prophet,

was among them!
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the second  lesson is the 2nd letter of corinthians  12:7-10

7.   wow!  god informed me, [ paul, ] of his truth, wow a wonderful,

amazing and great revelation, wow!  now i could become proud, yes, i

could become self important.  but no!  in my body is a hurt, a sickness

that appears off an on like a devil to remind me, to bother me so i

never become self important and proud!

8.   i prayed, begging the lord that he would take this sickness away.  i

prayed three times about it.

9.   the lord told me: "my grace can truly satisfy you!  in your weakness,

my power is perfect strength in you!"  an so in my weakness i am very

happy.  i boast of my weakness because the power of christ covers me

and will support me!

10.   with christ in me i can rejoice.  so whether i am weak or someone

insults me, or i am in need, or persecuted or under pressure... no

matter, i can greatly rejoice!   for if i am weak then, yes, truly i am

strong!

the holy gospel lesson is mark  6:1-6

when jesus finished healing that girl

1.   he left her house, traveling into his home area.  his followers were

with him.

2.   now it was saturday, [ the sabbath ], and he entered the jewish

church.  he begin to teach.  when those many people there heard him,

they were surprised and said: "wow!  where did he learn all this he

has said... where? ...  yes, this great wisdom... who gave him such

wisdom... who?  and the great and powerful things which his hands

can do... wow!

3.   "that man is the carpenter, right!  he is mary's son and his brothers

are james, joseph, judas, and simon... right!   and also his sisters are

here with us, right!"  so they felt insulted by him!
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4.   and jesus said to them:  "people honor every prophet except for

people of his home area, his family, and the people living in his house...

they don't honor him!"

5.   in that area he could do no powerful thing at all except he laid his

hands on a few sick people and healed them.

6.   he was amazed because they had no faith in them at all.  he traveled

from village to village in that area and taught them.

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is amos 7:10-15

10.  at the place called bethel was the priest named amaziah.  the ruling

king of israel was named jeroboam.  now amaziah informed his word to

the king, he said: "amos is here in the center of the country of israel. 

he speaks of plans against your rule and our country can't endure

his words!

11.  "amos is saying: 'a sword will stab jeroboam and he will die!  it will

happen that other people will lead israel in slavery from her home

country.  they will force israel away to live there in another

country!'"

12.  now amaziah said to amos:  "you go away from here, you "prophet"! 

yes, travel back to the country of judah there.  work to earn your

bread there, announcing your prophet words,

13.  "and from now on don't you announce here in bethel, no.  this is that

king's peaceful resting place and his kingdom's temple is here!"

14.  now amos answered amaziah saying: "i, myself, was not a prophet or

the son of a prophet.   no, but i have been a shepherd and a sycamore

fig tree farmer!

15.  but the lord called me and i left my flock of sheep when he told me:

'you go and prophesy, informing my people of israel!'"
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the second lesson is ephesians 1:3-14

3.   we bless our lord jesus christ's god and father!  for in christ, there

in heaven, [ the father ] has already blessed us, yes... wow, with

every spiritual blessing!

4.   long ago before he established the world... in christ, he chose us to

live before him holy and with no sin!  his love decided this.

5.   through christ jesus, he accepted us unto himself as adopted sons [

and daughters ].  this agreed with the pleasure of will,

6.   succeeding to the praise of his glorious grace!  his grace came to us

in that one, [ in jesus ] whom he loved!

7.   in him, by his blood he saved us as his again.  yes, he forgave our sins

in agreement with the riches of his grace...

8.   wow, his grace gives us all wisdom and all understanding!

9.   his grace informs us of the great profoundness of his will which

accomplishes that which agrees with his good pleasure.  this all is as

god decided in himself!

10.  so god controlled everything until the time was exactly right. 

then, in christ, god put everything in christ to rule, yes, this included

all heaven things and all things on earth!

11.  long ago, in christ, god chose us as his special inheritance and so

later his decision succeeded choosing us to agree with his plan.  yes,

everything happens in agreement with that which his will so long ago

decided.  he has now established that

12.  in our life to succeed to the praise of his glory.  our hope depends on

christ!

13.  now, you [ whose hope depends on christ ]... as you attend his word

of truth, his good news is able to save.  you, with faith in christ, are

god's people, yes, sealed with god's promised holy spirit!

14.  the holy spirit in you is like a deposit of his promise in you.   yes,

assuring you, as god's people, that you will later receive that

future life.  all this will happen to the praise of his glory, wow! 
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the holy gospel lesson  is mark  6:7-13

and [ jesus ] traveled from village to village to village, teaching

the people...

7.   when he called his 12 followers to himself, he gave them authority to

command those devil spirits and to rule them.  then he sent them and

they went two by two.

8.   he strictly commanded them as they traveled not to bring anything

with them except a wooden walking staff.  they were not to bring

bread or a money purse or a money belt.  they were to bring nothing

at all!

9.   yes, they could bring their sandal shoes tied on their feet but were

not to put on two coats!

10.  now he said to them: "if you enter that house where you're welcome,

stay in that house until you are ready to leave that town.

11.  "and what do you do if an area does not welcome you?  what if they

do not listen to your word?  as you leave, walking away, stop and

shake the dirt off towards them, the dirt from the bottom of your

shoes.  the dry dirt itself is a witness against them!

12.  "tell people that they must be sorry for sin, push it away and turn

to god!"

13.  they went and commanded out many devil spirits which were in the

people.  they healed many sick people, anointing them with oil!
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THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is jeremiah 23:1-6

2a.  now i, the lord, yahweh, god tells you shepherds whose duty is to

care for and feed my people, those worshiping me:

1.   i, the lord, yahweh, declares to you:  "i strongly warn you 

shepherds about the terrible things that will happen against you

because you have destroyed and scattered my sheep that i care for

in love...

2b.  "therefore, i will care for you with my punishment because you have

done evil things.  yes, you!  you have scattered my flock of sheep,

forcing them away like with whips, not caring for or giving any

food to them at all!"  yes, i, the lord, yahweh, myself declares this:

3.   "yes, my flock of sheep that i have scattered into many countries,

the few that are left, i will now gather them again, bringing them

back here.  here they will eat and have many children, becoming

many again!

4.   "i will chose many shepherds who will rule, care for and feed them. 

they will not fear or be afraid any more at all and not one will be

missing!"  this is as i, the lord, yehweh, myself declares:

5.   "on a future day, like a branch of david's family tree grows, so also

i will raise up that righteous son of david.  as a wise king, he will

rule the people and his actions will be right and fair through out

all the land.

6.   "during his life here, he will save the people of judah and those

people of israel will live secure lives!  people will know his name

that i have given him... the name: 'the lord, yahweh, our

righteousness, came!'”
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the second lesson is ephesians 2:13-22

paul speaks about two groups, one, the jewish people and two, all

other groups of people:

13.  in the past you [ other peoples ] were far separate from christ.  but

now, in christ, his blood has brought you near!

14.  for the jewish group and for you, [ jesus ] is truly our peace.  he has

succeeded in joining both groups together as one.  in his body, he has

destroyed that wall that kept the two groups separated as

enemies.

15.  yes, he took in himself the power of the law that moses taught, the

law with all its commandments and rules and he finished it.  in his

own body, he could make one new humanity from the two [ groups ]

and could finally establish peace!

16.  by crucifying both groups in his body on the cross, he killed in his

body that which caused them to be enemies and he succeeded in

joining them to god again as friends!

17.  yes, [ jesus ] came, bringing the good news of peace that could touch

with peace those ones that are far off and could touch with peace

those ones that are near!

18.  because it did not matter if they were jewish or were not jewish... his

one spirit brings them both as one to the father.

19.  therefore, no longer are they like someone who is a foreigner or an

outsider... no but they belong to god's country together as god's

people, belonging to his family, wow!

20.  as a building, god builds them, establishing them on that one

foundation: the [ word ] of the twelve apostles and the prophets,

with christ jesus as the cornerstone to support the building.

21.  through christ, he joins each one of you are various different parts,

joining you perfectly together in that building, growing you to

become a holy temple in the lord, wow!

22.  through christ, with god's spirit in you, he joins you with those

others into that building, that place in which god lives,  wow!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 6:30-34

jesus already had sent out his 12 followers two by two and they

had come back.

30.  his followers gathered to jesus and they told him everything they

had done and taught.  after they had informed him about everything,

31.  he said to them:  "come yourselves with me to that quiet desert place

where we can go to rest for a short time."  he said this because

there were so many people coming and going that they had no

opportunity even to eat!

32.  now they entered a boat to go across the lake to that desert

place.

33.  now those other people, many saw him leave and recognized the

place where he was going.  now they ran by foot from all the area

cities, going around the lake to that place.  they arrived there

first.  now when [ jesus ] arrived by boat

34.  and disembarked, he saw that great crowd of people.  he had mercy

on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  he began

to teach them and continued teaching them many things, yes!
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is exodus 24:3-11

now when the lord had told moses these things,

3.   moses came and informed the people, telling them the lord's word

and all the laws he had decided.  when he finished informing the

people, they answered as speaking in one voice.  they said: "we will

do everything the lord has said!"

4a.   now moses wrote every word that the lord just said,

7a.   writing everything in a scroll like book named "the promise

agreement scroll".

4b.  now early the next morning, after he woke up, moses built that

special altar there where the mountain slope began.  he used 12

stone pillars to build the altar, one stone to represent each of the

12 tribes of israel.

5.   after building it, he sent the young men of israel to the altar where

they killed bull animals as a burnt sacrifice, a peace fellowship

offering to god.

6.   moses saved half of the blood in bowls.   that half of the blood he

sprinkled on the altar.

7.   now he read aloud "the promise agreement scroll" [ book ] and the

people listened.  they answered saying: "we will obey everything

that the lord has said we should do!"

8.   now moses took the half of the blood saved in the bowls and

sprinkled the people with it.  he said: "with this blood, god

establishes the promise agreement with you in agreement with the

recent words."

9.   now moses went up that mountain and with him were aaron, nadab,

and abihu along with 70 wise leaders of israel.

10.  they all saw god, the one that israel worships.  under his feet was a

hard surface of clear blue sapphire, clear as the blue sky.

11.  now god's hand was not against those leaders of israel!  they saw

god and they eat and drank.
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the second lesson is ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16

1.   [ paul says:  ] i am in jail as the lord's servant... i strongly encourage

you!  yes, the lord called you, now you live in agreement with his

call. 

2.   i encourage you who have god's love in you that you live humble and

gentle with each other, with continued patience accepting each other.  

3.   god's spirit of unity and peace inspires the unity that joins you as one

true body.  with that spirit of peace in you, you eagerly want to

continue 

4.   united together ...  there is one body and one spirit.  he calls you to 

5.   that one same hope in which you live...  there is one lord...  one faith...

6.    one baptism... there is one god of us all, the father who rules all,

whose work   succeeds in all and who lives in all!

7.   the grace given each one is the amount that agrees with the gift

that christ gives.  that is the grace that each one has.     
.....

11.  now god's gift is that group of people to help his church.  in that

group, god gifts some as apostle followers and some as prophets

[ preachers of god's word ]... god gifts some as mission workers to go

and proclaim his word and some as pastors and teachers.   all are 

12.  god's gift to help his church...   their work prepares god's holy

people to be able to do his work of service.  they also help christ's

body to succeed by supporting and encouraging unity with [ each

another ].

13.  they continue doing this work until all have become one group

together united in faith, having the knowledge of god's son... they

continue doing this work until that one group, like one person, has

grown up to adulthood, a perfect one... acting as christ acted.  

14.  christ is our goal. and, therefore, from now on, we are not like

babies.  oh no, we do not go back and forth like a blowing wind.  we

do not go from one new teaching, an idea invented by people and

later go to another clever idea invented by people.  all these

teaching are to deceive and lead people to an astray wrong way...

no, we are not like a baby going back and forth like the wind...  

15.  no,  but god's love in us enables us to speak words of truth so we

grow up to become the one who is as christ is, who lives 

16.  in a right relationship with christ.  christ is the head of the body.  he

has joined it together, perfectly uniting it, perfectly supporting

each joint that connects it together.  with god's love in them, they
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can accomplish the work that supports and encourages each

another, just as god continues to succeed in growing together the

body [ of christ ].
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the holy gospel lesson is john 6:1-15

1.   when jesus finished these recent things, he left that area.  [ he

entered a boat and took it ] across that sea of galilee, also called

tiberias. 

2.   that great crowd followed him because they had seen the

wonderful, powerful special things he could do.  yes, those sick

people he had 

3.   healed.  he went and sat down there on the mountain slope with his

followers sitting around him.

4.   the jewish passover feast and celebration would soon happen.

5.   jesus lifted up his eyes, looking over that great crowd that was

gathering to him.   wow!  he saw many people and so he said to philip:

"where can we buy bread enough to feed all of them?"

6.   he said this as a test for he already knew what he planned to do.

7.   philip answered saying: "wow, 200 denarii in money" [ which is like the

pay added up from 8 months of work ] "200 denarii in money would not

buy enough bread for each one to eat just a little bit!"

8.   now another one of his followers, andrew, whose brother was simon 

9.   peter, told jesus:  "hey, this boy has five barley bread loaves and 2

fish... but, how can that help among so many to feed them ... how?

10.  jesus said:  "tell them to recline ready to eat."  there was grass all

over this place and so those people could recline ready to eat. 

there were about 5000 men included in that group.

11.   now jesus took that bread, gave thanks, and gave it to them.  so

also he took and distributed the fish.  they all ate as much as they

wanted.

12.  now when they were full and satisfied, when they were done eating,

there was food left all over the grass area.  jesus said to his

followers: "go, gather the food left all over so nothing is wasted!"

13.  they went, picking up the pieces and putting them in baskets, filling 12

baskets full.  [ now remember that jesus began with just five barley

bread loaves and ]  this much was left over after all had eaten

their 

14.  full, wow!  now when those people saw what a wonderful thing

jesus just did, they said: "that one prophet which we expect to come

to the world... he is truly that prophet!"   now, as they planned,
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they were 

15.  ready to come, grab him and forcibly crown him king.  jesus had

already realized their plan and had left, going up the mountain

alone by himself.
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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is exodus 16:2-15

those people of israel had left that country of egypt and had been

traveling for 2 months and 15 days in the desert named sin...

2.   here in the desert, the whole crowd complained against moses and

aaron.  the people really complained against them, wow!

3.   the people of israel said to moses and aaron:  "we wish the lord had

raised his hand and killed us while we were there in the country of

egypt.  yes, that would have been better because there in egypt, we

could sit around pots of meat and feast on food, eating all the food

we wanted until we were satisfied.  but now, you two have lead our

whole group here in the desert to starve us to death.  this is what

will happen!"

4.   now the lord said to moses: "i will help you.  i will send bread to rain

from heaven.  that will also test the people to see what they will

do.  will they follow my plan which i tell them?  we will see!  first,

everyday, bread will rain down and they are to go everyday and

collect enough to satisfy each person for one day...

5.   "this is except on the sixth day... they must prepare for [the seventh

day] and collect like for a regular day but gather twice as much!"

6.   now those two, moses and aaron, informed all the people of israel,

saying: "every evening, you will know truly that the lord himself led

you out of egypt to freedom here!

7.   "every morning you will see the lord's glory because he has heard

your complaints against him!  yes, why do you complain against the

two of us?
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8.   and moses also said:  "he will give you meat in the evening and in the

morning he will give you all the bread that you want to eat... when

you see what he does, you will know that the lord himself succeeded

in leading you to freedom.  who are we, who?   he has heard your

complaint against him!  yes, your complaint is not against us but

against the lord!"

9.   now moses said to aaron:  "inform the whole group of israel to come

here before the lord because he has already heard their complaint!"

10.  now all of israel could hear aaron.  while he was talking to them,

they looked there in the desert and saw the lord's glory appear in

that pillar of cloud, wow shining there!

11.  now the lord said to moses:

12.  "i have heard the complaint of the people of israel!  you inform them

saying: 'when the sun sets, you will eat meat!  in the morning, you

will eat bread until you are full and satisfied.  yes, finally you will

know that i am truly the lord your god!'"

13.  now in the evening, quail birds flew in, lying all over the camp of the

people of israel.  in the morning, there was a wet dew, a thick layer

all over the desert area.

14.  when the dew dried up, there were small round thin things lying all

over the ground. it seemed like a white frost. 

15.  now when the people of israel saw that which they had never seen

before, they said to each other: "what is that?"  now moses said to

them: "that is the bread which the lord is giving you to eat!"
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the second lesson is ephesians 4:17-24

17.  [paul says:]  therefore, i tell you who have the lord's name in you...

you that represent him:  do not follow the lives of those other

people.  they follow their worthless foolish ideas, doting on

worthless worldly things.  no, from now on don't you follow a life

style as they live... no!

18.  for their ignorance continues in them because of the stubborn, don't

care attitude in their hearts.  that attitude leads their minds into

darkness.  [their stubborn, don't care attitude of their hearts]

causes them to live separate from god's life!  this is true! 

19.  and they don't care or feel any shame about their lustful, sexual

thoughts that cause them to dote and zealously involve themselves

in every dirty sin action, greedily wanting and wanting more!

20.  but you have the right information about christ!  from him you

learned a different life, unlike that worldly life.

21.  that different life is as you have heard from him and as his teachings

are in you.  you have learned [his teaching] that jesus is himself the

truth.

22.  the past actions of your life, the actions of your old self... you

learned that these are the terrible actions of sin and its lusts that

deceived you, corrupting your life... now you [have learned from

jesus] to take off those sinful things and to throw them away.

23.  god gave you the new spiritual attitude of your mind,

24.  causing that new person which god made to live in agreement with

his true righteousness.  yes, it is that righteous holy person that

covers you as with clothes!

the holy gospel lesson is john 6:24-35

24a. now when that crowd noticed that jesus and his followers were

not here with them, they got into boats and went

25a. across that sea.

24b.  arriving at the town capernaum, they diligently searched for jesus
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25b.  finally, when they found him, they said to him: "teacher, when did you

come here, when?"

26.  jesus answered them saying: "truly i inform you the truth...  you came

here searching for me not because of the recent wonderful and

powerful things that you saw me do.  no, the reason you came here was

because you recently ate the loaves of bread until you were full and

fully satisfied.

27.  "that food, [those things] will soon be gone!  don't eagerly  work,

desiring and wanting that food.   don't do it!  but [eagerly work, desiring

to have that] food that continues into life eternal.  yes, that is what

the son of man came to give you!  god the father places his stamp of

approval on that one, the son of man, [jesus]!"

28.  they said to him: "therefore, what can we do and be doing god's work,

what?"

29.  so jesus answered them saying: "it is god's will that sends that one to

succeed and help you have faith in him!"

30a.  now they said to him: "what wonderful and powerful thing can you do

that we can see and believe you?

31.  "so long ago when our fathers traveled around in the desert and ate

manna bread, it is written in the [book], saying: 'moses gave them bread

that rained from heaven for them to eat.'

30b.  "so what like that will you do, what?"

32.  now, therefore, jesus said to them: "truly i inform you the truth... moses

did not give you bread raining from heaven.   no, but my father give you

the true bread which comes from heaven,

33.  "that bread, god's bread from heaven, is that man who came to give life

to the world."

34.  therefore, now they said to him: "lord, always give us that bread, yes,

always!"

35.  he, jesus, said to them: "i am that bread that gives life.  any one coming

to me will never hunger at all!  and anyone in whom my faith exists, that

one will never thirst at all!"

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)
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the first lesson is 1 kings 19:4-8

4.   now Elijah traveled, continuing to walk into the desert.  he walked for

one whole day.  there in the desert was a broom tree.  he went and sat

under it.  he prayed, hoping to die soon!  he prayed saying: "lord, i have

endured enough!  you can now take my life!  my life is the same as my

ancestor's lives.  it is no better!"

5.   and there under the tree he lay down to sleep.  now an angel appeared

and touched him saying: "wake up and eat!"

6.   he raised his head from sleep.  he looked around and saw a hot coal fire

there near his head where bread was cooking.  also there was a jar of

water.  he ate and drank.  again he laid his head down and slept.  later 

7.   again, a second time, the angel of the lord came and said: "wake up and

eat because your long journey is a burden that you can't endure 

8.   yourself!"  he woke up, ate and drank and that food provided great

strength for his body.  now he could travel 40 days and 40 nights until

he arrived at Horeb.  god's mountain was there!

the second lesson is ephesians 4:30 - 5:2

30.  don't upset, frustrate or grieve god's holy spirit.  no!  don't do it!  he

himself has put his cross seal upon you so you are his until that future

day when your life is safe from this sinful world, yes, safe there in 

31.  heaven!  don't hold on to the bitter feelings or anger or wrath or

complaints or curses of god or hatred!  no, don't!  but yes, take and

throw them away along with all evil actions... yes, throw them away!

32.  you must be kind, gentle hearted understanding mercy, and forgiving one

another.  just as god came in Christ to forgive you so also you forgive

each other!

5:1.   therefore your lives must copy god as the true children whom he loves.

2.   yes, for christ loved you and gave up his own life, offering himself to

god as a sacrifice, as sweet smelling smoke rises.  he did this to save

you.  so now you must walk, living as his love is in you, living just as

Christ lived!

the holy gospel lesson is john 6:41-51



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 155

41.  the Jewish people gossiped, complaining against Jesus because he just

said:  "that bread from heaven...i am that bread come here!"

42.  and they [ gossiped, complaining and ] saying: "he said he was in heaven

and now he has come here... how?  no, not that one!   for he is Jesus,

Joseph's son.  we know his father and mother, right?

43.  now Jesus answered, telling them: "don't gossip, complaining with one

another... stop it!

44.  "the father sent me and no one by himself is able to come to me... he can't

unless the father leads him to me.  and on that future last day, I will

give him a resurrected life, I will!

45.  "as the prophet wrote putting the words down which said: "yes, god, as

a teacher, will himself teach them all!"  so also now, as the father

informs those and they listen and learn and [ those same ones ] will come

to me...  they will!

46.  "no one has ever seen the father except that one with god who comes

here... that one has seen the father!

47.  "I tell you the truth!  in faith, that one has life eternal!

48.  "I AM that bread which gives life.

49.  "in the past, your fathers traveled in the desert and ate manna bread. 

later they died!

50.  "but here is the true bread from heaven.  any one eating that bread will

not die!

51.  "yes, I AM that one living bread coming down from heaven!  if any one

takes this bread and eats it, his life will continue into eternity, he will. 

that true bread which I give is truly my body.  I give it up so all the

people of the world can live!"
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THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is proverbs 9:1-6

wisdom itself is standing there as a person...

1.   wisdom built her house.  she used a hammer and chisel to carve out  7

columns for her house.

2.   she kill and prepared her meat!   she poured her wine together, mixing it!  

she prepared her table ready!

3.   she sent her women servants to the highest place in the city.  there

they called out

4.   saying her words to those people whose minds are not able to decide

good wise things...  she says:  "come here, yes, you people who think

foolishly... come enter here into my house.

5.   "yes, come here because my food and my wine is mixed and ready!  come

here.  feast and drink wine!

6.   "forsake that foolish life and you will live!   yes, you can walk that

road that leads to understanding!"

the second lesson is ephesians 5:15-20

15.  therefore, carefully watch your lives. do not live that foolish way of

life, no!   but live that wise life... oh, yes!

16.  from now on, use every opportunity to do right because the times and

days are now truly evil!

17.  therefore, don't you do foolish things, but understand the lord's will!

18.  don't get drunk with wine because that wine drunken life can lead you

to a life hungry to do sin!  oh no, don't you do that but let the spirit

inspire your life.

19.  yes, speak to each other with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs in your

heart.  from in your heart sing psalms in worship of the lord.

20.  thank him always, whatever things happen.  in the name of our lord

jesus christ you can offer thanks to god the father!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 6:51-58

Jesus continued talking to those Jewish people, he said:

51.  "yes, I AM that one living bread coming down from heaven!  if any one

takes this bread and eats it, his life will continue into eternity, he will. 

that true bread which I give is truly my body.  I give it up so all the

people of the world can live!"

52.  now, therefore, those Jewish people really argued with each other...

saying:  "that man, how can he give us his flesh, [his body], for us to

eat... how is that possible?"

53.  now Jesus told them saying: "truly, I tell you the truth... you must take

and eat the flesh of the son of man and you must drink his blood... if you

don't take his flesh and blood and don't eat and drink it, then you will

have no life in yourself at all!

54.  "those ones who take this flesh of me and eat it; who take this blood of

me and drink it... they truly have life eternal and on the last day,Ii will

rise them again, I will!

55.  "this flesh of me is true food!   this blood of me is true drink!

56.  those ones who take this flesh of me and eat it and who take this blood

of me and drink it, they continue in me and i continue in them... its true!

57.  "the father is the true living one.  he is the living one who sent me.  i live

because the father's life belongs to me!   so also now, those ones will

live who take and eat of me because my life belongs to them!

58.  "yes, this is the true bread, that one bread coming from heaven. the true

bread is not like the bread which your fathers ate and died.  oh no!  but

those ones who take this bread and eat it... yes, their lives will

continue into eternity!"
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THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs ASL)

the first lesson is Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

1.   the place was called Shechem.  Joshua was there and he now summoned

all the people of Israel and the 12 family groups all gathered

together.   yes, he summon those who were the wise leaders, the other

leaders, the judges and the officers.  they all stood before god.

2.   now Joshua told all those people, saying:

....

14.  "now, therefore, you fear the lord.  serve him in faith.   serve him

always!   those other god statues that your fathers of long ago

worshiped... your fathers lived before there in the country across the

river and those false gods were there.  when they lived there in the

country of Egypt, those false gods were there.  take those false gods

and throw them away.  now serve the lord!

15.  "now suppose that you don't feel like you want to serve him... 

therefore, today, you yourselves choose... who will you serve?  which

one?   will you serve those gods like your fathers of long ago did? 

yes, they lived there in the country across the river, there in the

country of the amorite people who worshiped those gods?  now you

think for yourselves and choose those gods if you want.  but me and my

family, we will serve the lord!  yes, we will!"

16.  now those people answered, saying: "oh no!   we will never forsake the

lord to serve false gods, no never!

17.  "there in the country of Egypt, when we were with our fathers living

there as slaves... yes, so long ago...  the lord our god himself lead us

to freedom here.  while we traveled from Egypt to here, we saw for

ourselves his great and wonderful actions.  yes, he protected and

supported us, even when our travels were among those many other

peoples!

18.  "and also when we arrived here, there were many other peoples living

here, including the amorite people.  but the lord forced them out.  Copy: 

yes, we, as you, will serve the lord, we will!  yes, he is truly our god!
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the second lesson is ephesians  5:21-31 [32-331]

a husband and wife...

21.   you each greatly respect christ, so, therefore, under each other's

authority serve each other!

22.  to the wife:  just as you serve the lord, so also serve your husband.

23.  like with the church... it is Christ's body and he is the head of the

church... Christ himself died to save the church, [ to save his body ]... so

it is like that for the woman... the husband's authority is the head of the

24.  wife.  yes, as Christ's authority served the church, so also the wives

are always to each one serve under the authority of their husbands,

25.   yes.  now for the husbands:  you must love your wives just as you love

christ.  he gave up himself in order to save the church, which he loved.

26.  therefore, he could cause it to become holy by washing it with water

with the word.  he could truly cleanse it, wow,

27.  so that he could bring the church, a glorious church, and offer it to

himself as a church that has no dirty sinful things [ like not perfect

things at all ].  it is holy and a perfect, truly righteous, church that

has no other wrong thing!

28.  so also you husbands love your own wife just as you love your own

body!   that one who loves his wife means that he truly loves himself.

29.  that man, any man, does not hate his own body.  oh no, he cares for it,

feeds and cherishes his own body.  Christ did the same for the church, [

he cared for it, fed and cherished ] that church!  for we are 

30.  truly his body and each one is an important part, a member of his body!

31.  so that's the reason that a man leaves his dad and mom and joins to his

wife, holding and cherishing her in love.  the two join to become one 

[32
1
  body!  this recent word is truly a very deep, difficult thing to

understand, yes, but I say this to explain that the [ husband and wife ]

relationship is understood as we understand Christ's relationship with 

33.  the church.  yes, it a deep understanding but know that each one is to

love his wife as he loves himself.  yes, and each wife will respect her

husband, she will ! ]

1
verses 32 and 33 are optional
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the holy gospel lesson is john  6:60-69

60.  [ Jesus ] and his followers and those many other people who were

followers listened to his recent words and so were now quietly

talking, saying:  "wow !  his words are difficult to accept... wow !!  who

can listen to that and take it, who?  from now on, who wants to stay

and listen?"

61.  but Jesus  already knew in himself about the criticism that those

followers were saying to each other so quietly.   so he told them:  "do

my recent [ words ] amaze and insult you, causing you to give up faith?

62.  "suppose that the son of man who was before there in heaven ascended

back there while you watched?  what would you think?

63.  "the spirit alone can inspire life in you!   the flesh, [ the body ], helps or

profits nothing at all!  my words which i told you already are spiritual

words, [ words that can truly inspire ] life [ in you ]!

64.  but among you are ones which have no faith in them!"  Jesus  already

knew, yes from the beginning of the world, he knew those who had no

faith in their hearts and he also knew who the betrayer was.

65.  he said: "so, just as i recently told you already:  someone alone can't

come to me unless the father leads him to be able to come to me!"

66.  from then on, many of his followers left.  they went back to their own

past lives, doing those past things and not walking with him anymore.

67.  now Jesus  also said to the twelve followers, saying: "do you also

want

68.  to leave me?"  Simon  peter answered him saying: "lord, what other one

could we follow?  who else?  you have the true word giving life

eternal!"

69.  it is our faith that you are god's holy one.  we know you are truly that

one, yes!"
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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is Deuteronomy 4:1-2 and 6-8

1.   "now attend and hear, you people of Israel.   yes, attend the laws and

commandments that I, [ Moses ], will teach you.  attend, obey and

follow them and you will live. then you can enter that country, that

land there.  it is the country which the lord god gives you.  he is the

same god that your many fathers worshiped!

2.   "the commandment words that i give you... don't you add any words or

take any words away at all!  but the same commandments which the

lord your god gives you, you follow and obey those same

commandments!"

....

6.   "yes, carefully follow and obey those commandments and those many

other peoples will see your wisdom and understanding.  they will hear

about the information in those commandments and they will say:  'wow,

what a great country, wow!  they are a wise and understanding

people, wow!'

7.   "we pray to the lord our god and he truly is near us!  what other

country has such a wonderful god as we have?  what other country

has gods near them as our god is near us?  where is that country?

8.   "and what other country of people has wonderful and righteous laws

and great commandments as those I establish before you today?  where

is that country?

the second lesson is Ephesians  6:10-20

10.  finally, I tell you... you have received the lord's power and strength

inside you and that truly is your strength!

11.  now god will cover you with his protective cover like clothes.  he

gives you the ability to endure that devil's secret plans against you. 

god will protect you so you can endure.
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12.  now understand that our struggle is not with flesh and blood, [ with

people ].  no, our struggle is with the rulers and authorities... we also

struggle with the rulers of this dark world here and with the devil

spirits that hide in the spiritual areas.  yes, these are the ones we

struggle against!

13.  so take god's whole protective cover which you truly need.  therefore,

during these evil days, you can resist that evil.  and when all the

terrible things coming against you are over, you will have continued

standing, enduring them all!

14.  now stand...  take his belt of truth, buckling it to protect your waist. 

also take his righteous breast plate, putting it on to protect the

breast area as god's righteous acceptance of you.

15.  take his good news of peace as shoes covering your feet.  with

excitement and zeal, they are ready to go and announce the good

news!

16.  now with [ the belt, breastplate, and shoes ], take his faith shield.  that

faith shield can put out that devil's arrows that he shoots at you. 

yes, the faith shield puts out all his burning arrows.

17.  also take his work that succeeded in saving you... put it on as your

helmet...  take his sword that the spirit provides.  that sword is the

word of god!

18.  and pray, yes all of you pray... pray for your needs.  pray at all times,

whenever.  yes, with his spirit in you, pray in watchfulness and with

endurance!  pray for all the needs which god's people have!

19.  also pray that god supports me, [ Paul ], so he will give me the right

words to say when i open my mouth.  then his good news will enable me

with boldness to speak, to proclaim his good news.

20.  that good news is the reason I am in jail.  yes, they jail me because I am

his good news bearer.  so truly pray that he supports me and with

boldness I will speak the proclamation that I must proclaim!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

1.   before that group was in Jerusalem.  they now traveled here.  they

include the Jewish leaders called pharisees and the Jewish law

teachers.  now that group gathered to Jesus.

3.   now understand that the Jewish leaders taught the Jewish church

people to know the traditions of the wise teachers of old.  they and

all Jewish people had to follow those traditions of the law perfectly! 

before the law allowed them to eat, they first had to follow the

tradition of the law that required them to first wash their hands.

4.   also the law did not allow them to eat the food brought from the

store unless first they sprinkled that food with water.  this they must

do first.  and there were many other rules that they had learned and

that they must follow.  [ like first they must ] wash the cups, other

food utensils [ like spoons], and the large kettles.

2.   now his, [ meaning Jesus' ], followers ate some bread.  but they had not

yet washed their hands in the way that agreed with the meaning of the

religious laws and rules about washing.  now when that [ pharisee ]

group came to Jesus,  they saw this happen.

5.   that group of Jewish leaders and Jewish law teachers questioned Jesus

saying: "the Jewish church traditions are [ the rules ] of the wise

teachers of old.  why don't your followers live, walking in agreement

with the traditions of the law?  their hands are not yet religiously

clean following that rule and yet they eat bread.  why?"

6.   but he told them:  "you hypocrites!  Isaiah, the prophet's word is

already written down.  that word rightly names you as hypocrites!  

Isaiah's word says: 'those people... with their lips they say words that

honor me, yes, but their hearts are far separate from me!

7.   "their worship is empty because they teach the laws and commandments

of people, demanding people follow them and that's all they teach!'

8.   "they ignore god's commandments and follow the traditions of people!"

....
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14.  and now he again called that crowd of people to come to him and he

said to them:  "you all attend, hear and understand the word i say!

15.  "it is not the things from the outside that enter into that person that

cause corruption in him,  oh no, but the things that are in the person and

come out are the things that cause corruption and sin in him.

....

21.  "it is true!  from within the heart of people come devilish thoughts and

people having sharing intercourse with other people.  it is from withing

that come stealing and murders

22.  "and adulteries and greed and hate and cheating and wrong behaviors

and a jealous eye of lust and lies deceiving people and words of

cursing and pride and foolish actions.

23.  "yes, all these recent devilish things begin from within that person and

come out of him as sin, truly corrupting that man."

 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is Isaiah 35:4-7a

4.   you tell those people that are afraid inside:  "you can have strong,

bold hearts and fear nothing at all!   your god...  he will come!  he will

have revenge and bring his holy punishment against those people!  he

will come and will save you!

5.  "he will open the blind people's eyes so they can see again!  he will open

the deaf people's ears, so they can hear again!

6.  "the lame people will jump like a deer can leap!  the people that can't

talk... their tongues will sing!  notice that flat empty area... notice it! 

water will burst forth as rivers in the desert area!

7.  "there, the dry ground will become a pool of water!  from the thirsty

ground area, water will spring forth.   yes, it springs forth and

flows!" 
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the second lesson is James 1:17-22, (23-251), 26-27

17.  every good provision and every perfect gift, begins with him, the

father, and he brings it here!   who is he?  the father, the creator of

light!  he never changes!  his light has no shadow of changing at all. 

it never wavers!

18.  when he decided, the word of truth gave birth to all things.  he gave

birth to us and we grow are as his first fruits.

19.  my brothers and [ sisters ], his beloved ones!  you must understand! 

every person must become ready to listen, yes, but not quick to

speak. also don't become quick to anger, oh no!

20.  for anger in people can't succeed and accomplish god's righteous

life inside.  no it can't.

21.  therefore, push away all the dirtiness in the body of flesh and the

great and terrible devil actions that are with it!  his word puts a

humble heart in you that receives his word.  his word is the power

able to save your soul!

22.  you become doers of the word, not listeners only.  no, when you are

only listeners, you lead yourselves astray!

[231.  now understand about that one... if he is a listener only then he is

like the man that looks at his face in a mirror.  when finished, he

turns and goes,

[24.  quickly forgetting his face, like he doesn't remember it.

[25.  but that other man studiously looks to that perfect law that can

free people.  as he continues to look at that, he remembers the

things he has heard.  as he does those things, his actions will bless

him. ]

1
verses 23-25 are optional
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26.  when someone thinks himself as religious, but he doesn't control his

own tongue, then his heart deceives him and his religious worship is

worth nothing!

27.  before god the father, clean, right, holy religious actions means

that you visit the orphans and the widows.  it means that you visit,

help and care for other people while they are burdened with worries

and problems!  don't touch the evil filthiness of the world.  oh no,

but continue pure inside!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 7:31-37

31.  jesus left from the area named tyre and sidon and traveled to the

area named the dicapolis.  the sea of galilee is there.  when he

arrived there, 

32.  those people brought that deaf man to jesus.  this deaf man had

difficulty trying to talk.  they begged jesus to lay his hands on him.

33.  with jesus was a great crowd of people!  so now jesus lead the deaf

man alone in private, [just the 2 of them alone].  jesus put his fingers

in his ears and, after spitting, he touched his tongue.

34.  he looked up to heaven, sighed, and he said to him: "ephphatha!"  that

means, "open now"!

35.  jesus opened his ears and freed his bound tongue!  he spoke correct

[ language ]!

36.  jesus commanded them that they tell nobody but keep it a secret! 

just as zealously as he commanded them, so also with zealous

excitement, they told and told and told about it!

37.  excitement greatly inspired their hearts with true amazement!  they

said: "he does everything well!  he gives hearing to the deaf and he

gives speech to one who can't talk."
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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is Isaiah 50:4-10

[ the son of man says ]

4.   the lord, Yahweh god teaches me.  yes, he does this himself so i can

know the right words to tell that tired person to help him.  every

morning, he awakes me to listen and attend his teaching as a student

should!

5.   the lord, Yahweh god opens my ears and I did not rebel at all or

turn away, oh no!

6.   I offer my back to those that want to whip me.  I offer my cheek to

those that pull out the hairs of my beard!  I don't hide my face from

those that insult me and spit in my face.

7.   the lord, Yahweh god will help me, so they can't embarrass me.  I

have established my face straight his way so nothing can ever bring

shame against me.  I truly know this!

8.   yes, that one is near and he proclaims me right, innocent!  who can

struggle and bring judgements against me... who?  come on!  let the

two of us stand here and face each other.  lets see what happens! 

who brings blame against me?  come on, I challenge them here!

9.   truly the lord, Yahweh god himself will help and support me!  yes, so

who is able to bring guilt against me, who?   they will all become as

old clothes and moth bugs will eat them!

10.  who among you fears the lord, Yahweh... who?  his servant comes

here and who will obey his voice?  the one walking in the darkness

can trust the lord, Yahweh's name and depend on his god, yes!

the second lesson is James 2:1-5, 8-10, 14-18

1.   my brothers [ and sisters ]:  the faith you have in our glorious lord

Jesus  Christ is faith in action!  faith in action means that you do not

think one person is better and reject another one!

2.  now suppose two men come into your church.  one has a gold ring and

very fancy clothes.  the other has poor, old dirty clothes...

suppose, and as they enter the church,
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3.   you pay special attention to the one having fancy, beautiful clothes

and you say:  "here is a good seat for you to sit in," but to that poor

man you say: "stand over there" or [ maybe you tell him ]: "sit here on

the floor at my feet"...

4.   you are truly discriminating against one like you can judge.  but

your 

5.   thoughts are evil.  my brothers [ and sisters ] whom god loves... pay

attention to me!  aren't those people that the world thinks poor the

very ones that god chose to have the riches of faith in them?  right? 

yes, they are heirs of his kingdom which is just as he promised to

those that have god's love and who love him!
....

8.   the highest authority, god's law is as the scripture says: "you must

love your neighbor as you love yourself" ... suppose that you obey

that [ law ]... then this means that you do good!

9.   but if you think one person is better and reject another, then your

actions are truly sinful and the law scolds, blames you as a sinner 

10.  acting contrary to the law!  truly, suppose someone follows all

the law except stumbles over one law.  then that someone sins and

is guilty of acting in conflict of all the law, [ not just against one

law ]! 
....

14.  my brothers [ sisters ]!  if someone says... "yes i have faith"  but he

doesn't have the actions of faith at all, then what good is that

faith?  can that faith save him?  [ no, never ! ]

15.  suppose your brother or your sister has faith in Jesus  and needs

clothes and daily food...

16.  and someone tells him:  "go, in peace!  continue warm and find enough

food to satisfy you with a full stomach"... but that someone gives

him none of the things their bodily needs... what good is that help,

what?

17.  so truly understand that faith which has no faith actions... that

faith

18.   alone is itself truly dead!  but someone can say... "he has faith and i
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have faith actions... now can you show me your faith without

actions?  but i can show you god's true faith by showing you the

actions of faith!

the holy gospel lesson is Mark 8:27-35

27.  [ Jesus ] traveled through the towns of the area of caesarea

philippi.  while he walked along, he asked his disciples, saying: "who

do people 

28.  say  I am, who?"  they said to him: "[ one group ] says that you are

john the baptizer...  other people [ say that you are ] Elijah...  still

others [ say that you are ] one of the past prophets." 

29.  and [ Jesus ] asked them [ saying ]: "but what do you say?  who do you

say that I am?"   peter answered saying: "yes, you are truly the 

30.  Christ!"  now he commanded them to say nothing of that recent

truth.  they were not to inform it to other people at all but keep it

quiet!

31.  now he began to teach them, [ informing ] them that the son of man

must soon suffer many things.  yes, the Jewish elder leaders, the

ruling priests and the book word writers will reject and kill him, but

32.  on the third day he will rise again!  Jesus  openly and clearly

explained the meaning of his words to them so they understood.  now

peter lead him alone, just the two of them.  peter then complained 

33.  against him and scolded him... but he turned, seeing the other

followers and said: "you satan devil:  go behind me and stay there

because you are not thinking as god thinks but as people think!"

34.  now Jesus  called together that large crowd of people that

included his followers and said to them:  "suppose some wants to

come and follow me.  he must deny his own wants, take and shoulder

his 

35. "cross to come and follow me!  suppose someone wants to save his

own life [ holding it into himself ]...  he, by his own actions, will loose

that life completely!  now when someone gives up his life in service

to me and in service of the good news... the good news that he

serves will save his life!"

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is jeremiah  11:18-20

18.  [jeremiah is talking:]  "now, the lord informed me so i knew their evil

plans... yes, i knew about their plan because he showed it to me and i 

19.  could see their actions!  "before, i was like a trusting pet lamb.  they

planned to lead me away to kill me.  but i didn't know of their secret

plans against me...

they secretly said:  'come on... let's now destroy that tree and also

it's fruit by chopping it down.  then land can't give it life!  yes, come on

and from now on people won't remember his name at all!'

20.  "but the almighty lord is the righteous judge.  he righteously tests

the plans in the minds and hearts of the people.  lord, allow me to

watch as you bring your revenge, your punishment against them. 

lord, i brought my situation before you.  i trust your hands to

rightly judge my situation."

the second lesson is james 3:16 - 4:6

16.  if in your group there are those who have a jealous and

argumentative attitude, then there is no order and confusion

appears with every kind of worthless action!  but understand that

the wisdom coming from 

17.  above is first pure; then peaceful; then kind; then willing to obey;

then shows great mercy having good and fair actions; not being

two faced but honest!

18.  those that encourage peace and sow the seeds of peace will grow

the kind of fruit for a harvest that god will accept!

4:1.  where do the struggles and arguments begin among you?  what

causes them?  do they begin inside you?  yes, in your selfish

pleasures inside that war inside your body and come out causing

[struggles and 

2.   arguments]. yes, you desire so many things that you don't have.  but

you desire and want them all so you kill.  yes, you decide things are

so important and you want them all but you get nothing.  so you

argue, fight and struggle among you! 

3.   the reason you don't have is because you don't ask!  and when you

ask and still don't receive it... its because your prayers include an

evil, wrong purpose.  yes, you plan to get things that you can spend

to satisfy your 
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4.   pleasures.  you are an adulterous people having not actions of

faith!  if the sinful world is your friend, that means that your enemy

is god!   yes, you know that, right?  now suppose that someone

decides to be a friend of this sinful world, then his decision means

that he is god's enemy.  yes, he himself established this enmity

between himself and god!

5.   as the scripture says: "that living spirit in you causes you to desire

[to do right].  do you think that this book is empty talk?  oh no!

6.   but god gives wonderful grace and kindness as the scripture says:

"god resists proud people but he gives grace to humble people."
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 9:30-37

30.  jesus and his disciples left that area and traveled into the area of

galilee. he traveled alone with [ his disciples ].  he didn't want those 

31.  other people to know because he wanted to teach his disciples.  he

told them: "a betrayer will give the Son of man into the hands of

those other people.  they will kill him but three days later, he will

rise 

32.  again!" they didn't understand [his recent] word but were afraid to 

33.  question him.  now [jesus with his disciples] traveled to that town of

capernaum.  they arrived and entered that town.  in that house, he

questioned them saying: "while you were traveling here, walking on

the road... what were you debating and discussing... what?"

34.  they were quiet because, while they were traveling here on the

road, they had debated and discussed about which one of them was

the best, the most important one!

35.  he sat down and called the twelve [disciples] to him and said to

them: "suppose that someone wants himself to be first, [the most

important]... he must become the last important one, a servant,

serving all other 

36.  people!" now he picked up that small child, hugged him and put in the

middle of them. he said to them:

37.  "like that small child... when someone welcomes him because my name

is in him... so also he welcomes me, [jesus,] and not only does he

welcome me... but he welcomes that one, [the father,]  who sent me!"

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is numbers  11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

4.   now, as the children of israel traveled through the desert area, 

there were many other people traveling with them ... they craved

other kinds of food and the children of israel also craved that.

they angrily cried-out:  "meat... who will give us the meat we want

to eat...who?

5.  "we remember that in the country of egypt we feasted on fish and it

cost us nothing!  also cucumbers, melons, small and regular onions,

garlic... wow, what a feast ...wow!

6.  "but now our food craving dissolves away!  we have no food except

this manna bread only.  that is all our eyes can see!"   ....
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10.  all over the camp, every family cried out standing in front of their

tents.  yes, the many people called out and moses heard them.  now

the
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lord's anger became hot and ready against them...wow!  the attitude

of the people also bothered moses.

11. therefore, he said: "lord, i am your servant!  why do you give me this

trouble?  what have i done that has not pleased you?  now these

people are as one great burden with which you burden me!

12. "did i give life to all of those people, beginning it in the womb?  and

then later, did i give birth to them?  is that why you can tell me: 

'your arms can carry them close... just as a woman's baby is held

close to her breast and can eat breast milk?'  and is that why you

say i can carry them and arrive at that country as you promised

their father?

13. "meat...enough to give all of those people!  wow!  where will i find

enough... where?  they complain to me wanting me to give meat to

them!

14. "i am not able to bear these people alone!  oh no!  that burden is too

15. "heavy for me!  if you will continue to burden me with that burden,

then just kill me.  i can't face and endure these burdens here any

more."

16.  the lord told moses:  "those 70 men who have been elders of israel...

these men that you know the people respect as elders, as leaders

and officers among them... summon those men together and with you. 

they can stand at the tent church meeting place."   .....

24.  moses was in his tent.  now he went out and he told the people the

words that the lord said. he called together the 70 elders and 

commanded them to stand around the tent church.

25.  the lord came down in the cloud pillar and talked with moses.  he

took part of his spirit that was on moses and he gave it to those 70

elders standing there!  when the Spirit was on them, they proclaimed

words of prophecy!  later, they did not proclaim words of prophecy

ever again!

26. now there were two men whose names were on the list with the 70

elders.  one named eldad and the other medad.  those two stayed in

the camp area and didn't go to the church tent!  it happened that the

spirit also came upon those two!  there in the camp area, they also

27.  proclaimed words of prophesy!  one young man ran, going to tell

moses.  he said:  "there in the camp area, eldad and medad are

proclaiming words of prophecy!"

28. now joshua, whose father was named nun, was since his youth one of

moses' assistants.  joshua answered saying:  "moses, my lord... forbid

those two!  [forbid them!]"
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29. moses told him:  "do you feel you must so zealously stand to support

me?  truly i want all of god's people to become prophets.  yes, god

can also place his spirit upon all of them!"
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the second lesson is james 4:7-12 [13-171]

7.  therefore, you are under god's authority.  now resist that devil and

he will flee, he will!

8.  as you come nearer and nearer to god... he will come nearer and

nearer to you.  you sinners...  clean your sinful lives!  your double

minded thinking that goes back and forth... stop your doubting and

have a pure, clear mind and heart!

9.  you suffer terrible sorrow, grieving and crying!  change your

laughing to become sad crying!   change your joy to become sad

depression!

10.  have a humble heart before god and he will exalt you!

11. brothers [and sisters] that believe ... do you secretly talk against

one another!  stop it!  when a believing brother talks against

another believer, it means that he judges him and so also he speaks in

judgement against god's teaching!  suppose that he judges against

god's teaching... this means that he does not obey or follow god at

all but(!) he judges the law, thus himself deciding what the law is!

12. there is one teacher who is the law giver!  there is one judge!  it is he

who can save and can destroy!  who are you?  what right do you

have that you can judge your neighbor... what right?

[131.  now attend what i say.  suppose you say: "today or tomorrow we

will travel to that city.  we will stay there one year and do

business, earning money."

14.  but you don't know what will happen tomorrow!  what is life?  it is

as a fog that you can see as it continues for a short time and is

gone.

15.  instead of your plan, say: "if it is the lord's will to allow us to act

upon our plan, then we can live and accomplish our plan.."

16.  but no!  instead you as proud people boast about your own ability. 

attend what i say!  all boasting is evil indeed!

17.  suppose that someone knows that a certain action is the right thing

to do but he doesn't do that...  then he truly sins!]

1
verses 4:13 - 5:6 are optional and 5:1-6 are omitted
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the holy gospel lesson is mark  9:38-50

38.  john said to [jesus]:  "we saw that one who does not follow us but

still he controls those devils and casts them out by your name!  we

commanded him to stop because he does not follow us!"

39. but jesus said:  "don't command him to stop, oh no!  when someone

depends on my name and does powerful works, later on,  he can't

quickly change to be able to speak evil against me!

40. "when someone is not against us, he is in support of us!

41. "i tell you the truth...  when someone has my name in him and therefore

offers a cup of water as a drink for you because you also belong to

christ...   that one will never loose the gift i give him... no, never!

42. "those little children believe in me.  instead of someone leading one

of them astray, it would be better that someone ties a round heavy

grinder stone around his neck as a necklace and throws him into the

sea there!  yes, that is better than him leading someone astray!

43. "  suppose it happens that your hand leads you astray... cut off that

hand!  that's the best plan!  your one hand is gone but you will enter

life!  it's a terrible plan if you have two hands but you go down into

hell and there the fire continues!

44.1

45. "suppose it happens that your foot leads you astray...  cut your

foot off!  that's the best plan... you are crippled but you will enter

life... it's a terrible plan if you have two feet but go down into hell!

46.1

47. "suppose it happens that your eye leads you astray... take your eye

out and throw it away!  that's the best plan... you have one eye but

you will enter life... it is a terrible plan if you have two eyes but go

down into hell!

48.  "there, their worm never dies!  there, the fire never 

49. "goes out!  salt...is sown like fire and touches, testing every one!

50. "salt...is good!   but suppose the salt does not now taste of salt! 

what can you do to cause it to become salty again?  nothing!  you

are salt in yourselves.  live with one another in peace!"

1
omitted by Nestle...some manuscripts and translations add verses 44 and 46 that say the same as verse 48
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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is genesis  2:18-24

18.  the lord god said:  "it is not good for that man to live alone, no !  i

will make a helper fit for him, yes i will !"

19.  so the lord god used some earth and formed every animal of the

earth and every bird that flies in the sky.  he made them all and

brought them and showed them to the man [ adam].  lets see what he

will name the animals and birds... lets see what name he will decide

for each one and from now on that name will name that animal.

20.  adam decided the names for all the farm animals, the birds that fly

in the sky, and all the other animals living all over the earth.  but

that right helper was not found among them.

21.  so the lord god caused adam to go into a deep sleep.  while he slept,

he took out one of his ribs and closed up the skin.

22.  from that rib the lord god made the woman, and he brought her to

the man.

23.  adam said: "finally now, she is bone the same as my bone.  and she is

flesh the same as my flesh.  her name is woman because the [ lord ]

took from out of the man and made her."

24.  therefore, it is that a man leaves his father and mother and joins to

his wife, the two as one body.
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the second lesson is hebrews  2:9-11 [ 12-181 ]

9.   the angels are there and god is there.  his son down came here, jesus. 

we could see him.  this happened so he could suffer and die... glory

and honor now crowns that same one, wow.  yes... instead of

everyone dying, he excepted their death and died, yes, god giving his 

10.  grace to all!  his actions are proper!  for all things are here

because he caused them, finishing all god's work.  that one who

would give salvation, god caused him to suffer to perfectly

succeed in leading many sons [ and daughters ], into glory there,

wow !

11.  now as one holy group, like a family, that one causes them to be holy 

and they became holy together as one true family.  therefore, he

calls them his brothers [ and sisters ].  he is not ashamed to name

them brothers [ and sisters ], no!

[121.  he says: "i will announce, informing your name to my brothers [ and

sisters ]!  yes, i will sing your praise in worship with the whole

congregation !"

13.  again he says: "i will trust depending upon him!"  and again, [ he  says

]: "look !  i am together with the children god has given me."

14b.  now that devil holds the power of death.

15b.  yes, he enslaves them with the fear of death and that grips them.

14a.  therefore, [ jesus' death ], he who has the same body of flesh and

blood that those children have, yes, his death is able to destroy

that devil's 

15.  power of death and free them.  this [ jesus ] succeeded and finished !

16.  he did not accept the body of an angel to help the angels.  oh no,

but he accepted the body, [ the flesh and blood ] of the family of

abraham to help them.  oh yes,

17.  and that's the reason god had to make his body to be exactly the

same as his brothers [ and sisters ].  yes, exactly the same in every

way!  this enabled him to show mercy and faithfully serve god as a

high priest.  by the sacrifice of himself, he finished and paid the sin

debt they all owed god.

18.  yes, the devil tempted him and during that he suffered.  now, he can

1
verses 12-18 are optional verses
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help those whom the devil tempts. ]

the holy gospel lesson is mark  10:2-16

2.  those pharisee [ law teachers ] came to jesus to question him, saying:

"that man and his wife ... does the law allow him to send her away? 

is that alright?"  they were like testing him.

3.  he answered them saying:

4.   "what did moses command you?"  they said: "moses allowed him to

write a scroll [ of paper ] and he could send her away."

5.  jesus told them: "yes, moses wrote that commandment because of

your very stubborn hearts.

6.  "but long ago god make everything in the world and from that

beginning god made them man and woman

7.  "so it is that a man leaves his father and mother

8.  "and [ god ] joins together the two in one body.  from then on there

are not two but one body !

9.  "therefore any two that god joins as one, people are not to

separate them, no, never !"

10.  now he entered that house and his followers questioned him about

this recent topic

11.  and he told them: "when any man sends his wife away and marries

another [ woman ], he commits adultery with her... its true !

12.  "and when any women sends her husband away and marries another

[ man ], she commits adultery with him... its true !"

13.  now the people were bringing those little children [ to jesus ] so he

could lay his hands on them and touch them.  but the disciples shook

their finger at the people.  they wouldn’t allow them to come to

jesus.   they  told them to stop !

14.  but jesus saw what they did and, wow, was angry and upset, wow. 

he told them:  "allow those little children to come to me !  don't you

prevent them !  god's kingdom belongs to ones like these !

15.  "yes i inform you of the truth... if someone does not receive god's

kingdom just as a child receives it, that one will never enter it, no,

never !"

16.  [ jesus ] pick up and hugged those children, laying his hands on them

and blessing them !
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THE  TWENTY-FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is amos 5:6-7, 10-15

6.   you, [ israel ], seek the lord and you will live!  if you don't seek him,

then god's fire will come through the family in joseph's house.  it will

clear it out, burning it down.  there will be no one in the town of

bethel who is able to quench that fire at all!

7.   you, israel, cause that right judgement to become as bitter poison! 

you take those who are doing righteous things and cast them to the

ground, grinding them under foot!   .....

10.  you, israel, hate that one who makes righteous judgements.  you

also hate that one saying the truth!

11.  you overcome those poor people, grinding them into the ground under

foot.  you tax the poor until it is like you steal their food to pay

the tax.  therefore, you have built those most beautiful, big stone

houses but you will never live in them!  also you will never drink the

wine from those most beautiful green vineyards that you've planted.

12.  this will happen because i do know your very many wrong actions. 

yes, i know your great sins, wow!  you push down righteous people

and you accept bribes!  you don't allow poor people to enter the

court room so they can receive right judgements!

13.  now the time is evil so wise people understand and stay quiet!

14.  seek good and not evil and so you can live.  then also, just as you

say, yehweh god almighty will continue with you, he will!

15.  yes, hate that evil and love that good!  also, support that good

judgement from the court.  then, maybe the lord will be merciful to

that small group left of joseph's family, maybe he will!
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the second lesson is hebrews 3:1-6

1.   holy brothers [ and sisters ].  we share his heavenly call so consider

jesus.  he is our apostle and the high priest, the one we declare with

our faith words.  yes,

2.   he is the one god sent here.  he always served god just as moses

long ago in faith served god's house, serving all of god's family!

3.   we give glory and praise to moses but so much greater glory and

praise we give jesus!  this is just as a house itself has glory but the

house builder has the greater glory!

4.   someone builds and prepares every house but there is one builder, one

preparer of all things.  yes, god is that one!

5.   now we see moses here who is that faithful servant, serving in god's

house, serving all his family.  long ago he proclaimed a word saying

that someone in the future will say that same word!

6.   now also we see christ, god's son who came as the lord, himself

ruling god's house!  now if we continue in courageous hope and

confident trust then we are truly of his family, his house.  yes we

are those that truly belong to him!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 10:17-27

17.  while [ jesus ] was going down a road, it happened that one man ran

up to him, knelt down in front of him and questioned him: "good

teacher!  what must i do so i can inherit life eternal, what?"

18.  but jesus said to him: "why do you say i am good...why?  no one is

good, except one... god alone!

19.  "now you know the commandments... don't kill!  don't commit

adultery!   don't steal!  don't say false lying words that deceive! 

don't secretly plan to deceive someone so you can steal his things! 

honor your father and mother!"

20.  that man said to jesus: "since i was young i have obeyed and done

[ these recent commandments ]"

21.  now jesus looked at him in love and said to him: "there is one thing

that you've overlooked!  go, sell the things that you have and give

[ the money ] to the poor and you will have treasure there in heaven.  

then come, you follow me!"

22.  but he became sad and went away grieving because of jesus' words. 

this was because he had a great many things!

23.  now jesus looked around to his disciples and told them:  "wow, it is

most difficult for a rich person to enter god's kingdom!"

24.  now what he said amazed his disciples and he again answered them

saying:  "children:  understand how truly difficult it is to enter

god's kingdom, wow!

25.  "which is easier... for a camel to go through the eye of a sewing

needle or for a rich man to enter god's kingdom?  which is easier? 

the first is easier!   yes, its easier for a camel to go through the eye

of a sewing needle!"

26.  now they were really amazed, wow, and they said to themselves:

"who can [ enter ] salvation [ there ], who?"

27.  jesus looked at them saying: "in people this is impossible for them to

be able to enter there.   but with god, everything is possible and he

can do it!"
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THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 53:10-12

what did the lord's servant do wrong?  he did nothing wrong,

10.  but it was the lord's own plan to punish him, crush him and cause his

soul to suffer... the lord killed him, sacrificing his life to remove

your guilt!  still, he will see his children and the days of his life will

continue.  the will of the lord will succeed by the action of [ that

servant's ] hands!

11.  when his soul has suffered, he will see god's light.  that will truly

satisfy him!  he will know him, [ the father ], and as his righteous

servant, he will be able to proclaim those many holy as he, [ the

father, ] will see them holy.  yes, he will suffer because he accepts

their astray lives of sin!

12.  so i, the father, will give him his part among the exalted ones.  i will

divide the trophies of his victory with those strong ones because he

poured out his life in death.  he was included with that group of

sinners.  he accepted the sins of those many as his own burden and his

prayer to god helps the sinner.
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the second lesson is hebrews 4:9-16

9.   god's people will all have a true holy worship rest day there [ in

heaven ].

10.  if someone enters god's rest it means that one's work is done and he

rests just as when god rested from his work of [ making everything ].

11.  therefore, eagerly want to enter that rest, yes, because you don't

want to copy those astray people, oh no.  they didn't obey so don't

follow them, but continue to eagerly want to enter [ heaven's

rest ], yes.

12.  truly god's word is living and active as a sword having two very

sharp edges.  but in comparison, god's word is so much sharper than

that sword!  wow!  his word is able to cut through and divide

between soul and spirit, yes, cut through and divide bone from it's

inside soft parts and cut through, judging the difference between

the thoughts and what the heart intends.

13.  no living thing can cover and hide itself from before him, it can't! 

but his eyes can see through all, yes, open up and uncover all things

so they appear as naked as his eyes are able to see them all!  we

will all have to explain the true meaning of our actions and

thoughts before him... we will, yes!

14.  now we have that truly wonderful high priest.  he is jesus, god's son

now ascended through to the highest heaven.  therefore, that faith

holds on so you continue holding fast to that faith you announce!

15.  during our weaknesses, that one, our exalted high priest, [ jesus, ] is

able to suffer with us and can support us because every temptation

that tempts us, tempted him.  they tempted him in his body which is just

as our body is, but he didn't sin in any way!

16.  therefore, we can boldly approach his throne of grace and mercy,

because during the time we are weak, exactly when we need it is

exactly  the same time we receive support and help from the mercy

and grace which he will give us!
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 10:35-45

35.  now james and john (their father was zebedee)... those two came to

jesus and said to him: "teacher, we wish for you to do just as we ask

you..."

36.  he said to them: "what is it that you wish me to do, what?"

37.  they told him : "there in [ heaven ] in glory allow us to sit in the seat

to the right and the other in the seat to your left there."

38.  but jesus told them: "you don't know or understand the meaning of

your request!  are you able to drink that cup which i must drink?  can

you endure that baptism which must baptize me?"

39.  they said to him: "yes, we can."  jesus told them: "yes, you two will

drink that same cup that i must drink, ... and that baptism that must

baptize me will also baptize you!

40.  "but to sit on my right and left is not mine decision to allow

someone.  no, it is the [ father ]'s plan already to decide the one

sitting on my right and left."

41.  those [ other ] 10 [ followers ] heard them and began to be upset and

angry against james and john because of what they said!

42.  jesus called them to him and told them: "you know that when those

groups of other people consider someone as a ruler over them, then

those rulers are able to lord it over them and those powerful ones

among them can exercise authority to force people...

43.  "but not among you are you to be like them, oh no... for among you,

when one wants to become the important one, that one will serve

you, he must.

44.  "and when one among you wants to become first in importance, that

one will be the slave servant, serving all, yes, he must!

45.  "so also it was with the son of man.  he came not so people could

serve him, oh no, but he came to serve them!  and instead of those, he

gave up his life instead.  [ his death ] paid what [ god ] required to

save them!"
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THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is jeremiah 31:7-9

7.   the lord says: "sing, with rejoicing because of jacob!  proclaim with

shouting because of israel my special country, the one i established

among all countries!   shout your praise loudly saying:  'lord, you

save your few people of israel here!'

8.  "i will bring [ my few people ] living in the northern country into this

land.  i will also bring [ my few people ] living all around the earth

into this land here, i will!  among those people coming back will be

blind and crippled people and pregnant women and also pregnant

women in labor pains, the beginning of child birth!  yes, i will gather

here again a great many, a multitude of people.

9.  "they will come with joyful crying and while i bring them back here,

they will pray!  i'll lead them to walk near the flowing rivers.  i'll

lead them in that level way where they will not stumble at all.  I

will do this because i am israel's true father and ephraim is my first

son born!"
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the second lesson is hebrews  5:1-10

1.   every high priest is from among the people, chosen as one separated

and established to do god's things.  therefore, he can offer both

gifts and sacrifices because of the sins of the people!

2.   other people can lead astray those many people who don't know or

don't understand...  but that priest can gently help them because he

has the many same weaknesses that the people have.

3.   his weaknesses cause him, therefore, to offer the necessary

sacrifices for himself and for the people because of his own sin and

the sins of the people also!

4.   he does not take honor for himself, oh no, but god calls him just as

god called aaron so long ago.

5.   so also christ did not glorify himself deciding himself to become a

high priest, oh no!  but the father (told the son) saying: "you are

truly my son, yes, today, i gave birth to you."

6.   so also there is another quote where [ the father ] says: "you are a

priest forever belonging to the group of priests of melchizedek."

7.   now on earth, while he lived in his body, he prayed, yes, asking god to

help the people and he prayed for god to help him.  he prayed in

great cries and in tears, praying to the one he knew was able to

save him from death.  that one heard him because of his heart's right

relationship.

8.   yes, he is his true son but still he learned to obey... his suffering

taught that to him.

9.   when he became perfect again, he could cause the eternal salvation

of those who obey him.

10.  god chose and established him as high priest belonging to the priest

group of melchizedek.
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the holy gospel lesson is mark 10:46-52

46.  jesus and his disciples arrived at the town of jericho.  now when his

work in the town was done, he, with his disciples and a great crowd

of the town's people, were leaving from [ jericho ].  as they went,

there was a blind beggar sitting along the way where they were

walking.  his name was bartimaeus whose father was timaeus.

47.  now jesus' home town was nazareth.  when the information reached

him that [ jesus ] was coming, he began to call out saying: "david's

son, jesus, have pity on me!"

48.  the people scolded him and told him to be quiet.  but then he more

zealously called out saying: "david's son, have pity on me!"

49. jesus came to a stop and told them to call him.  they summoned the

blind man saying to him:  "be happy, yes, stand up, he is calling you!"

50.  so he excitedly threw his coat off his back, leaped up and came to

meet jesus!

51.  jesus answered him saying: "what do you want me to do to help you,

what?"  now the blind man said to him: "rabbi," [ which means

teacher ]... "rabbi, help me be able to see again."

52.  jesus told him: "go!  the faith in you has healed you!"  immediately he

could see again.  he came, following the way jesus was going.
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THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is deuteronomy 6:1-9

1.   now the lord your god commanded me to teach you and so i teach you 

his commandments, his rules and his judgement decisions in your

favor.  [ i must teach you all of them ] so, when you cross that river

into that country to live there, you will follow [ his word ].

2.   now his commandments, his rules, i command you to follow so that

you, your son, and [ later ] his son, will all follow him.  during the

days of your life, all of you will rightly respect and fear the lord

your god!  he will add more days to the days of your life!

3.   therefore, israel, pay attention!  follow carefully!  and your life

will continue good!  you will have many children just as the lord

god promised you!  he is the same one whom long ago your fathers

worshipped!  [ and he promises ] you will have your own country...

one 

4.   where milk and honey flows!  israel, pay attention!  the lord is truly 

5.   your god.  he is the true one!  you love him, yes, love the lord your

god with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

6.   strength.  today, the commandments i give you are to continue in

your 

7.   hearts!  you impress them on the minds of your children, discussing

them as you sit in your house or while you walk on the road or you

lie down or you wake up...no matter, you discuss them and your

children dote 

8.   upon them!  tie the commandment word pictures as bracelets around

your wrists and tie them as head bands around your heads.

9.   write my commandment words upon the wood door frames of your

house and upon your gates, yes, write them there!

the second lesson is hebrews 7:23-28

23.  understand that many have been priests, yes, but they can't

continue.  no, death prevents them!

24.  but he, [ jesus ], continues forever, therefore his priestly work is 

25.  permanent! when faith in them trust him, they can approach god, yes,

they can!  and he can save them all!
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26.  truly that high priest is holy!  he had no blame and sin did not touch

him.  he was separate from sinners and god exalted him above the

heavens!  [ truly that high priest ] can satisfy our true need, yes!

27.  most priests must daily sacrifice.  first they must offer a sacrifice

for their own sin.  and then, secondly, they must offer a sacrifice

for the sins of the people.  it is not the same with [ jesus ], our high

priest.  he sacrificed himself once to [ save ] all people!

28. the law itself chose those people as high priests!   they are men that

have weaknesses!  but later, after he gave the law, his word of

promise established his son perfect forever!

the gospel lesson is mark 12:28-37

28.  one man, a bible writer, a law teacher came [ to jesus ].  he heard

[ jesus answer those sadducees ] and knew that he gave a good

answer. them with good words!  he questioned jesus, saying: "of all

the commandments, which is the most important one?"

29.  jesus answered: "israel, pay attention! the lord, our god is the one

30.  "true lord!  you will love the lord your god with all your heart,

with all your soul, with your mind and with your strength, yes, love

the

31.  " lord your god!  the second [ commandment ] is that you love your

neighbor just as you love yourself!  these recent [ two

commandments ] are the two most important. no other commandment

is as important,

 32.   no!"  the writer, told him: "teacher, you said that well. yes, god

[ himself ] is one and there is no other one.  he is god alone!

33.  "also it is [ right as you ] say to love him with all your heart, all

your understanding and all your strength, yes!  also you should

love your neighbor as you love yourself.  it is not the burnt

[ animal ] offering and sacrifice that god wants, no, but he wants his

love to 

34.  succeed in you. that's the best!"  when jesus realized that he

answered wisely, he told him: "you are not far from god's kingdom, oh

no!"  from 
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35.  then on, no one challenged him at all!  jesus was in the temple and he

asked them, saying: "those who write the bible words on paper... they

say that the christ is david's son!  how can it be...how?

36.  "by the holy spirit in him, david proclaimed: "the lord said to my lord:

"you sit here at my right hand until i put your enemies under your

feet!"

37.  "david himself named him lord!  how can he also be his son, how?"  the

large group listened gladly!

THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
(sign  while  another  voices  English)

1 Kings unfinished 17:8-16

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Hebrews   unfinished 9:24-28

24

25
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26

27

28



- SERIES B VOICE -  PAGE 196

the gospel lesson is mark   12:41-44

41

42

43

44

THE  THIRD  LAST  SUNDAY  IN  THE  CHURCH  YEAR
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is daniel 12:1-3

1.   on a future day, the angel named michael will come.  he is the prince,

the protector of god's people.  during a future day, there will be a

time of terrible suffering and trouble such as never before.  yes,

from when the first nation was establish until now, there has never

been such trouble like the trouble on that future day!  on that same

future day, god will open his book and the names of his people which

were already put down in that book are the same ones that he will

save!

2.   the great crowd of many people sleeping in the soil of the earth will

all awake.  there will be two groups:  the ones will awaken to that

wonderful life that continues eternally there in heaven.  the other

ones will awaken to that terrible continuing eternal shame and 

3.   terrible suffering there [ in hell ]!  those truly wise people will shine

the same as the sun shines there.  those who lead others to attend

righteousness will shine continuing forever as the stars shine!
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the second lesson is hebrews 12:26-29

26.  [ long ago, there at the mountain of sinai ], god's voice shook the

earth!  but now, his promise says: "later again, one more time i will

not only shake the earth but also, yes, i will shake the heavens!"

27.  the recent word "one more time" means that he will take the things

that he made long ago and he is able to change those same things. 

the things that are then left are the things which nothing can shake!

28.  yes, that kingdom which we receive is a kingdom that nothing is able

to ever shake!  now our hearts of thanksgiving must thank god, the

one we rightly respect and fear god.  therefore we must serve him, 

29.  wanting our actions to please him.  we fear him because truly our

god is a fire... a fire that is able to consume everything!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 13:1-13

1.   jesus and his disciples left that temple and one follower said to him: 

"teacher...  look there at those huge stones.  wow, they make those

2.   beautiful buildings, wow!"     jesus said to him: "do you see those

great buildings there?  people will leave not one stone on top of

another.  they will push then all over flat!"

3.   jesus went across the valley, there on the slope of the mount of

olives.  he sat down where he could see the temple.  those four

disciples: peter, james john, and andrew privately questioned him:

4.   "these recent things of which you've told us, when in the future will

they happen?  and before they happen, what other things will we see

that warns us that they are ready to now take place?"

5.   jesus first said this to those four disciples: "watch yourselves for

someone will try to deceive you and lead you astray, he will!

6.   "many will come using my same name saying: ‘I am’, so they can deceive

many and lead them astray.

7.   "now you will hear information about wars and war rumors.  don't be

upset because wars must happen.  but the world's last day is not

yet!

8.   "countries will group large and ever larger armies and come

against other countries... kingdoms will come against other

kingdoms... earthquakes will happen in various places...  people will

starve to death... but these recent things all happen as the first
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pains that will give birth to that last day.

9.   "watch and guard yourselves because people will grab you.  they

will bring you before councils that will judge you!  people will bring

you into churches and will beat you there.  you will stand before

rulers and kings because you serve me.  you are my witness

announcers to tell

10.  " them.  [ the world's last day is not yet! ]  first, people must inform

god's good story of jesus to all groups of people, telling them

about the things jesus accomplished.

11.  now if they grab you and bring you before them, don't worry at all

about what words will you say.  during that happening, you will

tell them whatever words god gives you.   yes, you will tell them

those things because it will not be yourself who is speaking but the

holy spirit.

12.  "a brother will betray his own brother, bringing him to death!  a

father betrays his child to death!  children rebel against their

parents,

13.  "betraying them to death!  people will all hate you because you

serve my name!  but the one who continues in faith, enduring until life

ends is the same one that I, [ jesus ], will save, I will!

THE SECOND LAST SUNDAY IN THE CHURCH YEAR
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is daniel 7:9-10

daniel continued to tell about the vision which he saw:

9.   "as i watched... there god set up the judge's thrones and then god,

the ancient eternal one, whose years are of no beginning or end, he

sat upon his throne!  his clothing was pure as white snow.  the hair

on his head was as the pure wool of a sheep.  his throne was as

shining fire with wheels of turning fire and

10.  "fire flowed from his throne.  many thousands of people worshipped

and served him.  those people, 10 thousand times 10 thousand, stood

before him.  the court was ready and the judges sat down.  all the

people also sat down.  his books were brought forth and were

opened."
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the second lesson is hebrews  12:1-2

in the recent chapter 11 the writer of the book of hebrews speaks

about many famous bible people who had faith...

1.   now we are here and that group is like a cloud around us.  yes, those

who have been the witness announcers are as a cloud around us. 

therefore, now we run that race, that way that god has set up

before our eyes.  we push away any world thing hindering us,

especially push away any sin that distracts our attention from the

way we are to go.  yes, we must run that race before us and never

give up!

2.   continue to look to that one, seeing the one who began faith and

who finished faith.  yes, our goal is to see jesus.  it did not matter

that his way was that cross against him and that terrible shame. 

still he went to that cross, enduring that death.  he did this because

of the future joy that he could see!  now he has gone to sit at the

right hand of god's throne!

the holy gospel lesson is mark 13:24-31

jesus informs them of the future time when the last day is near... he

teaches them saying:

24.  "but in that future time when the time of suffering, persecution and

struggles is over, then the sun will become dark!  the moon will not 

25.  "shine her light!  the stars there in the heavens will fall.   he

(meaning god) will shake the powerful things that are in the

heavens.

26.  "then the son of man will come again in the clouds having great

power and glory.  wow, they'll see him come!

27.  "god's chosen people will have spread out to the four winds, to the

north, south, east and west.   they will have spread all around the

earth afar... no matter where they have gone, god will send his

angels and they will bring [his chosen people] together here.

28.  "now learn the story that teaches a heavenly truth.  it is that fig

tree that teaches this... now when that tree's branches become

flexible and have new growth; when buds grow and become the
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tree's foliage... yes, when you see that you know summer time will

soon begin...

29.  "so also when you see these other recent things  [in the sun, the

moon and the stars ], you can know that they warn you that

[ jesus ] is near the door, ready to open it and come again!

30.  "truly i, [ jesus ], tell you that this generation will continue... will

not disappear or pass away.  no, it will continue until all the

recent things are accomplished.

31.  "everything in the heavens and the earth will disappear, pass away,

but my word will never pass away!"

THE  LAST  SUNDAY  IN  THE  CHURCH  YEAR
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 51:4-6

4.   my people... listen to me!   yes, you are my chosen group, attend me! 

the law itself begins within me and is informed to all.  my right

judgements are like light.  that light shines on other groups of

people and they will know my right judgements.

5.   my righteousness will quickly come near!  my savior will come and

soon arrive!  my arm will move to bring my righteous judgements.

yes, those people will receive my righteous judgements.  people

living on islands wait in hope, watching with expectation for my arm

to move and help them. 

6.   look there, [ the sun, moon, and stars ] and look at the earth where

you walk... truly the heavens will dissolve away like smoke

dissolves.  the earth will become old like clothes become old.  the

people living over all the earth die as bugs die.  but my work of

salvation will continue forever.  yes, my righteousness will never

fail, never!
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the second lesson is jude  20-25

20.  but you friends belong to god!  with the holy faith that resides in

you, you can encourage and support yourselves.  yes, pray with the

holy spirit in you.

21.  now you wait for the mercy of our lord jesus christ to bring you

into life eternal.  until that happens, while you wait, god's love will

remain 

22.  in you.  you have mercy on those people wavering back and forth.

23.  quickly you can rescue those people who will go into that fire. 

hate the fleshly actions of the sin of those people.  you fear that

the dirtiness of their sin might touch you.  but no matter, have mercy

on them!

24.  he alone is able to protect you and support you so you don't

stumble and fall!  [ he alone ] is able to cause you to be holy having

no sin at all and to bring you before himself there where there will

be great excitement and joy, wow!

25.  he is the only true god our savior who came here, jesus christ our

lord.  through him, we are able to glorify him, the eternal god

exalted in power and authority through all time, the same eternal

god.  amen.

the holy gospel lesson is mark 13:32-37

jesus continues to give information about the world's final day: 

32.  "no person knows when the world's final day or hour in time will

happen.  also the angels don't know nor does the son know!  the

father alone knows the final day and hour,

33.  "the exact time it will happen.  because you don't know it, you must

watch, continuing awake, yes,

34.  "as those servants do.  that man leaves his house and travels.  he

gives his authority to those servants, giving each one the work for

which he is responsible.  he commands that one door servant: 'you

must watch!'

35.  "so also, therefore, you must watch!  you don't know the time when
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the lord of our house will return!  it might be at evening or midnight

or the time when the rooster crows or when the sun rises.  [ you

don't know ! ]

37a. "I, [ jesus ], tell you just as i say to all:

36.  "if he suddenly comes and you are asleep... oh no, you don't want him

to find you sleeping... this you don't want !

37.  "<therefore> watch!  you must watch !"

THANKSGIVING
(English to voice while another signs ASL)

the first lesson is deuteronomy 8:1-10

1.    carefully follow and obey every commandment which i give you

today and you will live, your family will increase and you will enter

and possess this country which the lord promised to your fathers as

a gift.

2.   remember when in the desert for 40 years, the lord your god led as

you traveled to finally arrive here!  why did he do that?  to humble

you and test you to know what's in your heart, whether you will

follow the commandments or go astray!

3.   he cause you to be hungry so he could feed you with the manna

bread.  you and your fathers had never before touched that manna

bread.  why did he do this?  to humble and teach you that the life

people live does not depend on bread alone but depends on every

word which the mouth

4.    of god says, yes!  during those 40 years in the desert, your clothes

did not wear out at all and neither did your feet swell up!

5.   just as a father disciplines his son, so also does the lord your god

discipline you.  know this in your heart, yes!

6.   obey the commandments of the lord your god, walking his way and 

7.   honoring him!  the lord your god is bringing you to that good

country, yes so very good, where there are rivers and pools of

water with valleys and hills from which springs of water flow.

8.   this country will grow wheat, barley, grape vines, fig trees,

pomegranates, olives to make oil and sweet honey.
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9.   there, you will always have enough bread and all your needs will be

satisfied!  the rocks there are iron and from the hills you can dig 

10.  copper!  now, when you have eaten and your stomachs are satisfied,

praise the lord your god because of this good country which he

gives you, yes, wow!

the second lesson is  1  timothy 2:1-4

1.   first, i, paul, encourage you to pray; to pray any need, any prayer,

any needed help, and any thanks;  to pray for all people in their

needs, yes,

2.   and to pray for kings and all people of authority so that you can

live in quietness and peace, in holiness and true honesty!

3.   for before god our savior, your prayers are good and please him!

4.   he want to save all people and for them to come to all know and to

come to the truth, yes!

the holy gospel lesson is luke 17:11-19

11.  it was jesus' plan to go to jerusalem.  now the way went between

the area of samaria and the area of galilee.

12.  he was entering that town when a group of 10 men having the leper

skin sickness met him.

13.  from far off they called in loud voices saying: "jesus, lord, have

mercy on us!"

14.  he noticed them and said: "go show your bodies to the priests."  now,

as they went, it happened that all of them were cleansed, wow!

15.  but one, noticing his body was clean, came back and in a loud voice 

16.  praised god!  he bowed his face to the ground at his feet and thanked

him!   his country home was samaria.

17.  answering, jesus asked them: "there were ten men and all were

cleansed, right?  the other nine, where are they?

18.  "of the others, do any come and glorify god?  no! i find none except

this one alone came back and he is of another country!"

19.  and jesus told him: "stand up!  go!  your faith has healed you!"
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REFORMATION    SUNDAY
(See Series C, pages 179 - 182)

ALL SAINT’S DAY
LOOK-BACK AND REMEMBER  GOD’S  HOLY  PEOPLE  

SINCE THEIR DEATH
(See Series A, pages 189 - 191)
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GOOD  FRIDAY (See  Series C,  PAGES ?) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 61
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THE  HOLY  TRINITY – 

THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 87
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 105
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 107
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 110
THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 113
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 116
THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 119
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 122
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REFORMATION  SUNDAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . c: 179
ALL SAINTS: LOOK-BACK AND REMEMBER  

GOD’S  HOLY  PEOPLE  SINCE THEIR DEATH . . . . . . . . . . . a: 189
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-INDEX SERIES B, PAGE 4-


	Series B-voice-Complete Lessons
	Recommended Citation

	C:\WP51\0Lectionary - DSRV\0Lectionary Finished\B-Series\01-voice-B-Series Complete Lessons.wpd

