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INTRODUCTION

LIPORTANCE OF THE MIIISTRY. The Christian ministry is
the most important profession in the worlde View it from whichever
.angle you will, it ig tuilt on a wider foundation, operates with
nobler prinoiples, serves more exalted purposes, affects more humen
beinga, deals with more v.ltai iesuss than does any other profession
or activity on carthe The office of the ministry is not a humanly
devised profession, but & divine institutiom. It 1g true that
there are humen elements involved in it. The ministers themselves
ere human beings, bturdened even af'ter their ocalling to the sacred
office, with tho many limitetions of imperfect hmman nature. The
oi'fico employs normal human capacities and functiong with their
inevitable t';aaknssaea and shortoomings. HNotwithstanding the humen
frailties interwoven in the textwre of its earthly malke-up, the holy
minigtry is in every sense a divinely appointed funotion and, therefore,
posgesses a unique distinction and occupies a level far above all
other occupations end professions on earth, (cf. Mutual Obligations
of the Ministry and the Congregation by Kerl Kretssohmar).

TLPORTANCE OF PREACHIEGe 7he minister's work vitelly affects
time snd eternity and his most importent work ls preaching. lothing
can take its placs. 1t is the divinmely instituted method of spreading
Christiamity, "Preach the Gospel to every creature,"” Lnx: 16,16,
Teaching school, conducting Biblo classes, writing for church pepers,
eto., are not indispensable as dutles of the pastor, for they aro not
expressly end individually commended by Godj preaching, however, has been
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ordained omd comianded by God and therofore we may not strike it from
principal

the list of pestoral dutiess That is the/way, specified by God Himself,

through which the Holy Spirit converts tho unbeliever on the ono hand,

and edifies and strengthons the believer on the other, "Presching is

designed to condust to Christien truth one who has not yet balieved it,

or to explain end apply it to those who admit it," Hoppine

158 JHPORTANCE OF CUOD PREACHING. The preacher is God's
ingtrument. o speeks as tho embassador of Gods In hig hemds are placed
the destinies of' hlood-bought souls. If the preacher docs not felthfully
preparo his germon, then he nay be responsible for some lost soul,

1ght :
vhich w have been won had he not been negligent. Good sermons,-
‘therefore, are of prime importance. "Es ist kein Ding, das die Leute
mehr boi dor Kirche behaslt demn die pute Frodigt," Apol‘ogy,- Art. XXIV.

TEUT IS MEANT BY TIE TEW "SERMON"? Jemes M. Hoppin, Prefessor
in Yele College, in his book entitled "Homiletics"™ (p«ll) gives the
following definition:

Sernone-~The Latin word "sermo", signifying "disocourse,”
"discoursing or telking" with one, and which also originally implied
question end enswor, and tho fact of en aundience whose guostions are
real or implied, is, indeed, es near an equivalent to the biblical
Grosk word S,MM'q » or "homily", es oould woll be found; avsees yob
it somewhat differs from it. It does, in fact, by comon usage, meen
a more finished address, & moro formal troatment of o passage of
Seripture, or theme suggested by such a passage, then dces "homily,™
end certainly than doos "precching," It implies not only analysis
tut synthesis; end it presupposes e set discourse, or sacred oratiom,
oomplote in its parts, dolivered to en assembly of Christisn peovle
brought together for the purpose of public worshipe It is a deliberate
address to & religious assemblys It is the familiar "homily" become
or growm up into a regular discourse with plan and methode

HOW CAH VE SECURE GOOD PREACHING? HHow can we make good sermons?
It goes without saying, of course, that there can be no good preaching

wvithout the aid of God's Holy Spirite At the samo time we must admit
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thet humen frailties in the preccher msy hinder the work of the
Spiyit, eand it is in the sense of overoconing guch human shortcomings
that we spoak of "securing good preaching" end "maldng good sermons.”
"The three requisites for good sermonising are: a thorough study of
tho text, a pood ocutline, end good delivery; neglecting emy ome of these
will result in poor preaching,™ Dean Fritss In our present discussion
wo will confine our remar_ke' %o the second of these three rogquisites,
nemely, pood outlines

TJIAT ARE THE AIWANTAGES OF HAVING Al OUTLINES The following
points are summarized from tho discussion of outlines by David J. Burrell
in hig book "The Sermon, its Construction end Delivory," ppe 54-58.

l. The freaming of an outline prior to the construction of the
gormon is the most natural procedur@seescessh child drawing the pioture
of o houge begins, as J.Ely a3 not, with the smoke issuing from the
chimmeys The years teach him the normal method; foundation, framework,
pillers arnd girders, masomry, roof and furnishinga.

2¢ An outlino is necessary to the pursuence of a oche.
progrecsive and convin ar o The outline gecures wnitye.
Branching end scattoring are fatal homiletio vices. Sermoniging
is foonlizingesseeessIta ultimate purpose is not to interest but to
persuade; and o comneocted ergument or train of thought is necessary
to that end, "Is a orowd an aray?" asks Dr. Herriok Johnson. "Is a
heep of stones an arch? Io a lot of idoas a sermon? Other things
being equel, a discourse is powerful in proportion o the order reigning
in its The place where you put a thought makes a mighty difference in
its effectivenesns.

S« The outline is neoeasary for conciseness. Brevity is
demanded of the preaching of these dayss Sey what you heve to say
end have done with its But that is impossible unless you have a clear
understanding of what you propose to say before you undertake to say
ite In e popular leoture on the Tyrolese Alps I heve seen & four=hour
sunrise presented in a moving ploture so that the whole procession
of wonders was done for in ninety seconds. In like maxmer the preacher
is expected to present in half en hour the mental processes of many
laborious days; end in such a way that his oongregation shall, without
seeing too olearly the modus operandi, get the full benefit of lte

4¢ The outline is e help to o ensioneesesesThe cutline
stimmlates the hearer's intercst in the % Train of thought.

-



The outline makes for permenence of impressions It serves as & mnsmonic
help. Thero are many hoarers who carry mmay little or nothing exoept
the points; end this they camnot do unless tho preacher ig & party to its

I TAE CONSTHUCTICH OF YiE SERMMN QUTLINE WE SHOULD EMPLOY A
SPECIFIC LETHOD, "Aftor a preacher has thoroughly studied his text and
is roudy to make his outline, he should decide upon the sormon method,"
Doen Fritze The sermon mothod is the systemetio wey in which we construct
the gsermon outline, I tho outline governs the contents, as it should,
then the sormon method, as tho term itself implies, influences the whole
sormon. lihy should we employ a specific sermcn method when we cow.;tmd:
e gsormon outline? In an article entitled "The Sermon lethods,™ which
eppoared in the Concordia Theologloal Lonthly, Vole II, pe 364 (iay 1981),
Deen Fritz listed the following reasong for using a speciiic sermon
methods

1, The edventago of using any good method is that it keéeps
ono from doing something in a hopharard wey,; in a hit-=or-miss faghion.
That in iteelf is roasom suffioient for adopiing and using a good
sermon mothods

2. listhod in sermon work compels the preacher more thoroughly
to study his text and enables him bebber to undorstand it and betber
to present it.

3. lethod in germon work puts variety into preaching, the
thing go much nesdod in order to arouse emd hold the attention of an
audience, especially when & preacher must preach %o the same people
year in, year oute The some btext may be treated in different ways.

4. ligthod in sermon work will, when onoe undorstood end usged,
make germon work a greater pleasure to the preacher himself by arcusing
his interest in the possibilitles of preaching and thus of koeping
his preaching from beocoming stales It will make of one a better preacher.
A1l this 1s romson sufficient why due attention ought to be given to

" sermon methodss

ViHAT IS ESSENTIAL FEATURE OF EVERY SERICGH METHOD? Every

sermon method should be a way of handling, treating, using the text.

A thorough study of the text should form the ground work, the basis,
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- for any sermon zethods The reeding of the text is in 1tself a promise
to the congregation thal the proacher will proach that text, "A _
thorough study of the text is absolutely indispensable for good aam;m ~
woriz; without it the proacher caxmot make & good outline,” Dean Frits.
ﬂ; siaple roagon bohind this swooping ai:atmt is thet a good outline
iz textuals is enother writer has exprossed it, "The dorivation of
tho themwe and outiine from the portlon of Soripture chogon is a most

importent part of the minigter's homiletio task." The advantages of
heving a sormon method that really employs tie text in the full sense
of the word, are obviouse In his "Divine Art of Proaching" Plerson

says, :

This conception will glve first iratica to the work es
essentlally a Divine work; secondly, emthor: utterance os
essentially & Divine uttorance; m@;—m or and that of the
highoat sort, being the originality, not of on, tut of discovery,

that is, an unfolding of the mind of God as discovered by the astudy
gi‘ the aa.ored‘ Soriptures; and fourthly, %flg', as the ohemnel of the
Spirit, and thereforo communicating an influence which is essentially
Divinee

HOW MARY SERMON HMETHODS ARE TIHERE? The mumber of sermon
methods is apparently a very subjective matter, for almost every
writor on homileotics suggests & different mumber. Dut if we bese our
olessificetion upon the menner of -treating the text, then thore can be
only two legitimate kinds of sermon methods. There can, of course,
be nore them two varieties, but all the varietios will come under one
of the two speocies. These two species or kinds of sermon methods are
commonly oalled tho enalytic and the gynthetics The expository sermon
end the artistic hamily, for sxample, are varieties of the snalytis
sermon gnd all three employ the emalytioc methods Every legitimate sermoen

method will be eithor enalytic or synthetics In the article on "Sermen



lethods" (quoted above) the euthor says,

liow, 1f the text iz to be preached, one mist preach either
the thoughts oxpressed in the toxt or the thoughts deduced fron the
be=zt; anything elso would bo outside of the text, though not necesesarily
cutside of the Soripturess Therefore there can be only two sermon
nothods: thot which uses whet the text states expressis verbis (enslytic)
or that which uses what iz deduced from the text (synthetlo).
Kloinert in his "Homilotik" has well remarked, "Hiemand wird hout
mehr eino homilotische lisigterachaft darin erblicken, wemn Je. B
Carpzov dor aeltere in soinem iodegetioum pro collegio oomciomatorio
(1656) die Zahl der Predigtmethoden auf lundort btringt."

THAT IS THE PRINCIPAL DIFFEILNCE BETVEEN THE TVO METHODS?
In the anelytio method the preacher uses thoughts stated espressis verbis
in the text, in the synthetic he uses thoughts obtainod by inforence
or doduotions "The preacher may use-either whet the text seys in so

many words, expressis verbis, although he need not say it in the very
words of tho text (analytic method), or he may use whit the text does
not stete in so. many words, but what is nevertheless implied in the

text and at which he arrives by way of a deduction or inference, b

way of o porisma (synthetic method)," Dean Fritse The axalytic method

1s the dirpot method, tho symthotic ig the indirect or inferential method.
The following is summarized from Re Piepor'a "EvangeliascheLutherische
Homiletik" (ppe 83 and 84),

5 Viorin kommon mun beide Hethoden ueborein und wodurch unter=
scheiden sio sich von einunder? Feide orklacren den Toxt; dis analytische
unmittelbar, dic synthetische um etwas inderon, naemlich um des
e emas willem, mittelber und go welt, also zur Abhandlung
des aufgostellten Thomas dienllich ists Beide behandeln ein Thema;
die anelytische das Thema des Textes, dio synthetische das Thema der
Prodirt. GDeide ligthoden suchen die in Text enthaltenen Beweise; die

lytische, sowoit dieselben nach dom Sirme des Heiligen Gelstes sich
mf das Thema und das Ziel des Textes besiehen; die synthetiasche, sowelt
dleselben der Ausfushrung des gevmehlten Thamas diemen und angewendet
werden koemmens
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A good many English and Ameriean homilotioiens call en analytioc sermon
& "text~sermon® or “toxtuel gormon, " end o cynthetic sermon & "gubjecte
sermon" or "topical sermons" EIut since, on tho one hand, also & "texte
sermon” ghould, in the interost of waily, have a subject or theme, and
since, on the othor haud, alsc & "subject-sormon" should be textual,
we carmot emdorce the new terminology as an improvement over the olds
As en attempt to show the difference betweon the two methods the new
terminolosy misses tho vital point entirelys In the analytie method
the text is split up into its logionl divisions or text-units and
each is thon oxploinod end epplied singly cnd in orders in the synthetic
method one mein application, the application of a deduction whioh should
flow from the ohlef thought of the text emd which may be exprossed
elrocady in the theme, rules the divisions not only of the sermen; Wt
of tho text as woll, Viewing the difference between the two methods
fron this engle was suggostod by the following words; found in "Die
Lehro von der Predigt" by ilering (pe 428);

lian nenmt nach aslterem homiletischen Sprachzebranch jene
Predight, dio nur aus dem Texte schoapfis gl%auhs Predigt; man koemnte
8io ebeiiso wohl und vielloioht mitv mehr Recht exegotisierende .
nermen, woil sie von dor jmslogung des Einzelnen sur Amvendung fortschreitet;
dicce zveito Gatiung der Fredigt nennt man wegen dox Verlmmepfung des
Sohriftinhelts nit Gesichtspunkteny die nicht unmittolbar aus dem Toxt
ontnomuen, sonderr nach der homiletischen fbsicht gewashlt sind, .
gynthetische B5ie darf so auch aus dem Grunde heissen, weil sie in
ihrer oigenen Gliederung, sei diese in Dispositionen eusgesprochen oder
nicht, eins Synthesis, einen Aufbeu sun Ganzen darstellts

THE BXTENT OF 77 ITWFLUSICE OF TRE SERMON LETHODs It stands
to reason that every sermen will contain material gained by both the
analytic and the synthetio methodss "Jede Predigt soll beides sein,
textual und thematisch.,: kag der eine oder andre der beiden Falrtorsn
in dor Gestaliung mehr hervortretens in jedem Fall gilt es, dass der

durch fnalyse, in erster Linle vom Text esus, gewomnene Inhalt durch Synthese

# Thig word i1s not listed in the dioctionarys



104

von Thema eus zum geformben Genzen werdo," Kleinert. In other words,

o sormon bullt on a synthetio outline will ocntain analytic material;
and, vice versa, a sermon built on an analytio outline will contain
gynthotio materials Thiz shows that the influemce of the germon method
10 limited; indirectly it may end should exert its influence throughout,
but direotly it msad ' - imfluence cnly the themo end perts of the
outline. Deen Fritz in his artiole roferred to above says,

Tho application of the ryles laid down for the anelytio and

the synthetic sermon methods gshould, in the outline, not exterd

beyond the theme and tho chief divisions; it should® not be extended
to the sukdivisions, loat wo wmecessarily resirict and burden the
homilotic conscience and frustrate the very purpose of homiletios,
vhich is not an ert for art's seke, tut en art vhich is o serve

+“he vory dofinite purposc of expounding and epplying e text of
Soripture as the texl domends it end the needs of the hearers roguire
ite

Ve should prepare our sermons according to a recogrized method, tut

we should evor remein mogter of thet mothod end not 'beoom slave to it.
The personality of the preacher should not be sacrifioced 4o accomnodate
the mechinery of homilotics, but should memifest itself in the use

the proacher mekes of that nachinerys. Milsthod in preperation imposes
no fetters on the mind, but facilitates free action and-devolops ita
resources. If homiletical rules and methods ever become hurtful ingtead
of helpful, such rules are either false or not properly understood smd
usode If the rules at times do seem to put restraint om the preacher,
it is to securo the rights of the hoaver," Frys "The escaps from the
" gormon method should be not negetive tut positives. The true way to

gel rid of the boriness of the serman’ is not to leave out the skeleton,

% "ieed” would be more acourates
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bub to olotho it with fleshe True liberty in writing comes by law,

and 'bhamor;-a thoroughly the outlines of your work are laid out the
mo:r¢ freely your sermon will ﬂc"ar, 1ike en ummasted stresn belwesn
its well-built benks," Fhillips Brookse

Vie will now cotsider in order the five varieties of sermon
mgthods most frequently employed in the Lutheran Churche These five
varieties are: the nnnlyﬁc;, the eoxpository, the artistic hamlly,
the topical, and tho aynthetiocs



I, THE AWALYTIC METEOD

THE SILIPLEST AND EARLIEST STAGE OF THE METHOD. In his
¥Lehrtuch der Praktiaschen Theologle" (ppe 284 and 235) E. Chr.
Achelis says,

Vielches ist dog Vesen dor analytischen Fredigt? Die
enelytische Predigt bindet sich enf das emgste an don Text. Die
Forderung ist also, dass die Fredigt textgemaess sei. Inden sie
den Text emtfaltet, entfaltet sie sich lediglich naoh ilassgebe des
Textes, ITesentlich ist ihr nicht, mit einer susarmenfassenden
Lehrausfuehrung oder einem Lehrsats zu schlieasen, wesentlich
ist ikr anch wedor das Fehlen, noch das Vorhandensein der Proposition.
Dio einfache Form wird gelegentlich ohne Thoma und clme Teile
auglkommen, «=-go die aslteste Form, so die houtige Bibelstunde.

Das Beduerfnis dor Ordnung wird die analytische Prodigt zur Proposition
bewogen; aber das Thema wird sich nicht ueber die Art einer Usberschrift
erheben, und die Telle werden als Usbersohrif'‘ten dem Toxt entnommen
soin und gich der Reihenfolge des Textes anschliecsensesesesecsdllein
die Nachtoile der rein analytischen Predigh liegenm auch auf der
Hend. ¥ormoll bestehen sie darin, dase die Einheitlichkeit der Rede
lediglich von der zufasllipgenr Elnheitlichlceit des Textes abhaengig
ist; wesentlich ist die Einheitlichkeit der Rede so wenig, dass
vollendote /nalysis stattfindon kamn in einem Konglomerat von
heterogenen Gedanken, Die fruchtbarsten Textmoments koemnen nur
nach Hassgabo dos Reumes -im Text behandelt werden, und die relativ
fruchtlosen muessen nach dorselben iassgabs behandelt werden.

Die Hl, Sohrift ist aber ja nicht geschrieben, um uns Texte fuer
kirohliche Reden zu goben, dic Geschichitsersashlung wie die Lehre
ausfuchrung sind nach Hassgebe zeitgeschichtlicher und lokaler
Yerhaeltnisse und Deduerfnisse geschrieben, in jemen tritt ueberdies
die zeitgeschichtlichs Bedingtheit Christl in den Vordergrund,

nicht immer supgunsten seiner bleibenden und ewigen Heilandswuerde.
Un diese der Gemeinde nahe su bringen, ist die amalytische Predigt
anf die Anwendung gewiesen, wie wir auch in der reformierten Kirche,
welche von jeher die emalytische Predight vorsugweise gepflegt hat,
die Anwendung als oinen besonderen Tell dor Predigt, der aber nur
in mechanischer Verbindump mit der Analyse steht, auftreten sehen.

This disoussion, as Achelig himself says, doals with the analytic method
in its simplest and earliest stage. It sounds rather primitive, mut
it 1g basice Tho Xbter development of the method has ita source in the
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endeavor to retain the edvanteges, and at tho gsemd time to eliminate
the disadvantages, of the method as it was used in its primitive stages
The advanteges flow from the intimate and detailed use of the bexzt, -
the disadvaunteges fram the fact that enalytic sermons are apt to be
desultory. and rembling. _

ALSO THE AVALYFIC SERKON SHOULD POSSESS UNITY. Uity 4s
desirable in the sermon for the sake of olear thought, distinet
impression, and so effectivenesss Hering in his "Die Lehre von der
Prodipgt" (pps 421 end 422) says,

Die Predigt strebt wle jede oceffentliche Rede dasu, ein
Genzes zu seing nicht oin blosses Aggrepat religioceser Aussagen,
Ausrufungen, Ermalmungen, und noch weniger ein Konglomerate dJede

Gemeindo erhebt mit Strenge logische, dialektische und eesthetische
Fordorunpgen in Beziehung auf die Zusemengehoeriglkeit, dem Fortschrift
und Aufben dor Gedanken, olme dass sle einen lopischen, dialektischen
und aesthotischen lursus durohgemacht hasttes. dJeno pringipiellen
Forderungon, die Jeder oeffentlichen Rede pelten, bedenten fuer die
Prodigt, dass swischen don Gedanken innerer Zusatmenhany feierndes
Zeugnis, lehre, Ermphmung dem Zweck entsprechend miteinander
verbunden seien, miteinander wechseln, im rechten Verhaolimisse
gueinandor und sunm Genson stehen, vom Einheitlichen des Ganzen
behexrrscht werdaens
Yior is it nocessary thet the analytioc germon should suffer from lack
of unity, movement, and converging foroo, making the germon a rumning
comment or & serles of discommected talks rather then a single,
harmonious, and effective growth.

EVERY TEXT VHICE IS PROPERLY CHOSEN HAS A UNIFYING THOUGHT.
"Mit Rooht sagt Schleiermachers Venmn dor Text auf eine gesunde Weise
gowashlt ist, so bildet er immer eine Reihe von Gedanken, die eins
Einheit emsmachen," Kleinert. The idea is to study the text until
its unifying thought is discovered. Kleinert expresses it thus in his

"Evengelisch-lutherische Hamiletik" (ppe 82 and 83),
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: . Die smalytische Predigtweise Lestoht also ¢ dasg der

Toxt der Fredigt (bei einigen Evangelien und Episteln, welchs aus
mehreren nicht susemmen haengenden ‘Theilen bestehen, auch mur ein

Theil des Textes, dor damn den eigentliohen Predigttoxt bildet)

nach dem Scopus des Sohreibera in natuerlicher ordentlicher Vieise
erkleert und angewendet wird, Bei Eniwerfung einer analytischen

Predigt ist stels der Scopus eufzufinien und im Thema eussudrueckens

die erste Frege muss lentens Viovon handelt dor Text?

The unifying thought of the text is sometimes called the “ohief thought
of the teo:t" exd as a rule it is a aspecific thought, which distinguishes
the text omw.ningi-bfrmi;haqthar toxts in the 'Bible'nhich'h'oa.t
tho game gubjects

HOW IS THE U]IIE'!‘I!‘iG THOUGHT .mn AND HOW IS IT THEN USED?

Each text contains a mmber of thonghts. Some of these thoughts

are more importent then others., Ve study the text to £find ﬂm’a. main
thoughtas and then we partition the text accordinglys. The.varse %
divigions are ignoreds Aptor we have thus divided the text into

units, we find the lending thought of each text unite Hoxb wo fuse

the loading thoughts of tho varlious units into one thought end this
thought then is tho unifying thoughts This process reguires mdito:b:l.on
and ooncentrations Somotimes the unifying thought is diacw-arud ‘quickly,
sometinss nots In the labtor cdse 1t mey flash.into the mind while

ane 1s engaged in en aotivity which is ol together foreign to the finding
of @ wnifying thoughte If it doesn't, Shen the ‘only alternative i
more meditation and concentrationt The nnﬂ‘,viug thqught of 'bha text
is mede the unifying thought of the sermon. Itmaw:-bo still mformh.tod,
but it becomes the chief, spoocific thought of ‘the message. From this
unifying thought we formmlate our themes "The theme is the formulated
unity of the text,” Reus fTo pet e practicsl theme¥ we fuse topether

#A practical theme 8 not necessarily synthetloc, it is synthetioc omly if
it is based on a deduotion.
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the unifying thought nrl the Gext end the neods of the peoples After
the theme is formilatod, we formilate tho heed of omch pertition ar
text-unit in accordance with its chief thought and in accordence with
the wording of the themes Thus tho various parts of the sermon are
founded upon the various parts of the texts ier enaly!‘.:luoh predigen
will, miss don Text abtsilen, und die Teile des Te:tos sind die Teile
der Predigt," Hosheim. Thoge are the words of Lensiki, ‘taken from his
book entitled "The Sermon, its homiletiocal comstruction™ (pe93),
"The;'c are {wo vital feeturos which distinguish an aralyticsl cutlines
the firat is, that the wnity of the text iy made the unlty of the
GOITN0Ne e ven e s llO seomd distinguishing feature of an analytical outline
is, tha‘h the parta of the text whi.ch constitute its unity aroc used
in thu samo vay end in the same order to conatitute the parts of the
sermon wnder the theme,"

ZROADES DISTINGUISHES EEIVEEN IW0.VARIETIES OF AUALYTIC
SERMONS, EACH HAVIHG ITS OV VARIETY OF UNITY. The following is
sumarized from his “Preparetion and Dolivery of Sermans” (ppe 311-815),

Text-germons include two distinet varieties, those w-hich
present a single subject, cnd those vhioch disouss several subjoctse

(1) A single subject io drawm from the text, and stiated,
vhiethor formnlly or informally, and then is disoussed undcr such
divisions as the text furnishes. The divisions thus drawn fram tha
‘texzt, whilo not cammonly forming & complete analysis of the subjevt
in itsolf oonsidered, must yet Lo so relatéd to tho subject and to
each other, that they 'boge'hher forn o structure, & symmstrical whole.
Otherrlge the discourse is felt to be incomplete and fragmentarye
Sometines the divisions of the text coinocide with'a complete logical
division of tho subject itself, but such cases are rare.

~ (2) In other text-sermons, there is not one definite and
conprehensive subject, but several toplios presented by the text are
successively treateds .These, though they do not admit of being -
oombined into one, ought to have such a mxtual relation as to give the-
disoourse unitys The unity may be that of subject or of person or of
place, provided in the latter cases there be also same internal comnegiion

§ ==
. <
A
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80 that all may blend in the geuneral effeot of the discourse, Thus
topics apparently so divorse as sulcide, ingratitude, avarice, and
ronorge, might all bo ireatod in o scramon on Judas, bocause they
not cnly pertain to the one porson, but were in his case intimately
connacted, as will be apparont from staling them in a different order,
avarico, ingratitude, remorse, suicide, Such an examaple shows that it
ig allowmble to go quite far .ln ‘hig direction: tut as a rulo, we
ought to have as ologse an intornal rolation emong the topiocs or the
discourse as possible.
Tho digtinction, howevor, is misleading. 4 sermon either does or does
2ot have vnity, Tertium non daturs How can unlty of peracn or of
place be ony differcnt then unity. of subjeot and still bo umity ab
all? In the exeample adducec by Broadus the unifying thought is not
Judas, btut the dowmmard course of life of uncheoked sin. If this
unifying thought is formulated into a.-!.ogioal proposition which serves
as tho basis of the theme® and governs. the whole discourse, ©.gs; "One
sin which is not checimd leads to.others which are worse,” then the
discourse mey sreat averice, ingratitude, remorse (merely worldly sorrow),
and suicide in order and yet have reéal umity. If the suggestions regerd-
ing the unifying thought are heeded, the disadventages of tho mnalytioc
mothed are eliminated, while its advanimges centoring around the faot
thet it makes a dotailed use of the text may be retained.

SOUE OBJBCT THAT ADHERENCE TO Tilb TEXT CRAMPS TEE POVERS OF
SPLECL AND LLIYS THE POWERS OF THE UiDe This objectlon fades into
insignificance when we reelize that the preacher is God's smbsssador.
' The text is the message, end the mesgenger is bound to give it as he

received i, not adding 4o or teking from its essential .truths

¢ The 1lgical proposition which serves as the basis of the theme
may be expressed either loglocally or rhetorically in the theme
itgelfs
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Hoppin very aptly remarks,

The prescher is, first of all, an mberpreter-ho is a
pure medium. io is not to bring tho hwman thought, thwe human prilosophy,
between the heart and the divine word. His own mind is to work upen
The original tmth, to mould it into tsaching forms, to methodize
its matter into abstract principles of thought it may be, but mainly
he is o interpret it simply and spiritually to men,; %o remder it
pure to the people, that they may feed upon the bread of life, so that
to preach primavily from a system of theology instead of primerily
from the Vord end Bpirit of God is, we cammot but think, a partial
and one=-gided viow.
Hoppints words apply vory fittingly also to tho liberal preacher of
today, who denies the verbal inspiratiun and who preaches primarily
fron ever-changing huwsn opinion instead of i'rom the tord of (iode
Tho text of Soripture should limi% the subject of the sermon and the
proacher. ihut ia why wo heve textse. This is not a disadventage,
but an advantazee It not only safepunrds the rights of the hearer,
but 1% ig also a distinot advantege to tho preacher himselfs Every
pulpit wvhich is filled by & men who diligently studies his text
testifies to a larger froedom end richer varioty than could oome from
tho choico of a gingle mind. Hoyt in "The Vork of Preaching” (pp.126
and 126) ai:u;s this paean of praise to the strict adherence to i.he text,

"'ha toxt prcno-baa veriety in preachings Such a reuul'b flows
from the nature of the Soriptures. A ook or books with suoh a history,
slowly pathered through the centuries by so meny differont minds,-=a
world=history of religious feelings, motives, conditdons, then finally
the Gospel of the Som of lan, and the practical epplication of its
wruths to monifold conditions,=~here truly is lwwanly vichesg. I
mind or group of minds could originate or set in suoh suggestive and
subtle cambinations the truths of religion.

To this Pattison adds, "Textmal preaching is %o be ommended boounse he
vho consgoinetiously practices it is almost ¥ certain to find in it
variety of subjeot, fresiness of treatment, and richness of resourcej
a8 a rule®, the closer the proacher keeps to the word snd the gpirit of

* These statements should be unqualified.
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his messaze, tho ampler becames his tremsury of texts end themes," The
Helzing of the Sermwon, pe 74. |

AVHEREICE 70 THE TEXT GIVES HOT ONLY GREATER VARIETY, BUT ALSO
GREATER AUTHORYTY THAN THE PREACHER HIMSELF CAN IMUSTERe A Soripture
passage honestly followod gives en euthority to the simplest speech
no% geined by mere reason or eloquence or proninence of the preacher
regardleans of how great theso gifts and g:aliﬁ;a nmay bos The proper
ugo of the text meles the sermon Biblical and gives to its sentiments
the authority of revesled truth. "Der Vert der analytischen Predipt
daclzt sich mit den Vert der Heiligem Sohrift fuer die Gemeinde," Achelis.
"Die enelytische Predigt ist die eindrinzlichste, weil bel ihr nicht
blos der Heuptsaetz en den Text sioch emschliesst, um nechher nach den
in ilm selbst liegenden Teilun;;ngmen@en behandelt gu werden, sondern
 Jedor Gedonke eug dom Bibelworts abjeleitot wird, und die 5@“
Predigt von dem biblischen Texte durohvachsen ist," Gustav Baurs The
anelytic methad is the most impressive and the most amthoritative
beceuse its purpose is to present not the preacher's fallible opinions,
but God's infallible truthess: The sermon has suthority over men just
in the proportlon in whiéh it is not the word of the vromcher, mt
the word of Uode :

ADHERENCE TO THE TEXT ALSO GIVES THE SERMON A POPULAR APPEAL.
People like to hear the Scriptures explained, end "the man mighty in the
Soripturcs will not lack for e congrepation to preech to if he is
reasonably well endowed for his work in other weys," Knott. . People
like to hear femiliar toxts exploined in such a wey that truths which
arc apt to bo ovorlocked in a curgory resding or truths which do not
lie on the surface are brought to light. Sermons whioh adhere to the
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‘Yoxt have populer aeppoal alsc beouueg they are ea',uﬂy remambereds*
All the main points ere in the text. If the varicus hoads of the
discourse are based on the various parts or divisions of tho text,
they cen be readily retained end tho substence of the sermon with thems
The text holps the memory to omrry awey end to keep roady for spiritual
. se the thoughts of the sermons fermons which adnere to the text will
draw the people back to he:sr more end they will also orcate and stimlate
interost among the leity for reading and studying .the Soriptures.
Yhe people who most regulerly hear the Sorintures read, explained,
end taught fro- the pulpit, will be the most-diligent students of the
Bible in their homes.

THE DANGERS OF THE ANALYTIC LETHOD. The dangers of the analytioc
method come from carsless, unoritical doaling with Scriptures A
surface view nay be given in place of the deeper, apiritual relation.
There may be en arbitrary and mochanicel oubbing up of the text
without rogard to its real mesninge. Another denmger of the amalytic
method is theb it is apt to lack unity and coherence, ‘thus meling
the sermon e running comment or a series of discomnected talks
rather then e single, harmonious, and effective wholee

¢ This faot epplies not only to the hearer, but also to the preacher;
analytic sermons, when proporly worked out, are oasy to memorize and
they are comparatively easy to construate



II. TIE HGILY LETHOD

EARLY HISTORY OF THE HOMILYs Regarding the origin
and ~arly development of the homily Achelis in his "Lehrbuch dor
Pralctigchen Thoologlo® (p.234) én‘ys.

Die oelteste Form der Predigt lst die Homilie, Vas
bezsichnot dor Neme? IHichts weber Avalysis oder Synthosis sagt
er aus, men dachto wedor am das eine noch an des andere, aber deran
dechte mar, su den Druedern bruederlich ueber die Mcyaiele T1ou Ogou
zu redens Dos lnt der Grundoherakter eller Gemsindepredigt bis
heute gebliohen; mit der Form der Rede hat das an und fuer sich -
nights = tune.==Selt dem Erde des 2, Jahrmnderts trat die Kirche
in eine Intwlicklung ein, in welcher sie fuer ihron Beastand das
groosste Cewicht enf die apostolische Tradition, die apostolischen
Schriften legen msatde. Bin Neuos Testement trat dem Alten zur
Seite, und die Rirche legte Vert auf den Nachweis, dass das
Gemeindoloben, die gesumde Lehrs usw. als apostolisch und echt
eng der literarischon Quelle der Cffenbarung Gottos nachzewlesen
verdes So nalm die Homille dio bestimmte Textgrundlaege an und
bewogte sich in analytischer Form und lMethodee #An und fuer
sioh und begrifflich hat aber die Analysis mit der Homilie nichts
zu tun; els pesohiochtliches Locidens hat sich die enalytische Form
nit dor Homilie verbumden und dicse in die analytische Predigt

gewandelte

Thet the homily originelly had no cormection with the analytilc

german method as we lmow 1% todey will ba readily seen when we examine
ito otymology. The word GuAoS in olasedoal Groek signified o crowd
or essambly of peoples in carly Christien usage it came %o reproseut
an gegombly for worship. - “he corresponding verb, o ,aulil oo,
pignifies to converse femiliarly, to communiocate freelys It is used
in thig gcnse in the New Testanent; ae ge, luke 2¢,14: And they

" talked torethor of all thess things which had hepoeneds ofs also

Iuke 24,15; Aots 20,11; 1 Core 15,55 Tho oddresses made to Christian
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ussomblios wore denominated om (A/«t or hamiliess “"For a loug period
in the carly Ohmrch the torm hamily was applied o ordinsry Guwistien
digoourgess its derivation from ou.dfw, to converse iarilierly,
indicates the greoat freedom and plaimmess used by early Christian
precchers in distinetion from the arts end ornaments 62 tho rhetoriclians,”
Eiddor. Originally the homily was a simple, informal expnsition or
oontinuous explenation of a Soripimre lesson which hed heem read in

the sacred assenbly.®' It consistod almost entirely of explenetion

and had littlo of tho charactor of a formcl oretion.’ The word

wos transforred to tho latin, baomins homilie, end with soarcely eny
variatlon in form it has been adopted in all medern lengueges whlch

have & Christisn literatures “he gensric tera honiletlcs grow. oub

of tho mame raots The torm homily was used in both the Eastern (Gpecdin)
and dn the Yestern Churches (hemilis), where 1% vas’assoclated vdth

the dimoourees of the fathers, bo'i:h Greek end Letin. The carliont”
homilies extant todey are those of Urigen and the "Clementine honilies,”
the latter being of later date. Th?_zmﬂ.lias of Clemomt of Alcoxendria,
Chrysoston, Auguwetine, Athmius‘:ﬂfdre-ébn' the Great, and other fathers,
are strictly erxpositions of Soriptures :

THE HOMILY IN THE IMIDDLE 26ES. In the Middls iges and during
an oarly period of the Reformation mery of the olergy were illiterata,
and still more were unable to write suitable gsoramna for their congro=
gationse To remedy this appalling siination collections of hamilies

#1I4 4 seid that the first ecolesimstic who prenched from a toxt
was Stephen Lomgton, Archbishop of Canterbury, aboui 1204; not
+i11 eftor the fifteenth century wore texts universally in use
Eong preacnerse

dhe “Second Epistle of Clement,”s homily,probably originated 120=140 A.De



for the wholo olmroch year were widely oiroulated smong the clexgys
Such & colieotic: was called o Hamlliariwm.s The selections were
made ohiefly from the ancient Church Fathers and were adapted for
reading in the public service. Vtherever clerpgymen wero too ignorsant
to meke aocepiable germonsa of their owm the hamily for the doy wes
road from the book, & woll lmowm eﬁmplo of suoh & collection of
homilies is the Homiliariume' of Charlemagne, vhich was not merely
prepared by tho order of that amporor; ut ves exemined by him
gheet by sheet as it was prepared by Alcuin end Paulus Dimccmms,
two lcading divireg of tho daye The full title of thiz work, as
tranzlated from the latin, reads as follows,

Homilies or Sermonss or, Addresses to tho People from
the most: renovmed Uootors of the Chwreh, Jerame, Aupustins, Aniwoso,
Grogory, Origen, Chrysostom, and Bede; arrenged in this order by
Alounin, e pricst, by ordor of the komon Fmperor Charles lfegmus,
by whom aleo it was reviseds
The "Feetivele" or "libor Festivelis” was also such & collectiom;
it wns printed by Caxbon in 1482, The "Book of Homilles® published
by the suthority of tho Bsteblighed Churck of Englends”during the
roigns of Edward VI and Gneen Elizs=beth is also a femilier exanple.
Bven in this sirictly ecclesiastical snd techniocal use of the word
the idea of tho homily reneins chiefly that of expoaitions

THE ARTISTICALLY CONSTHUCIED HOMILY, Since the Relorcetion
the harily has developed two distinot forms. The one is celled
the expository sermon, the other the ertistic homily or "EFupsthomilie."

*' Doth Familierivm and Ifomilierun are useda

#**Tho firet part, publisked in 1E47, ccntained twelve homilies, four of
which were by Archbishop Crarmer and the socond part, publighed in 15668,
conteined twenty homilies, nine of whioh were by Jewel; one more homily
was added in 1571 by convooation,
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The expository neothed is used chiofly ir Eritich eud Jmerican pulpits;
the “Hunsthomilie," as iis nemo implien, is a German producte The
expository mothod will be treaticd subgseguently in e separatie chapbers
Rggarding tho tunsthomilie Picpor in his "Evangelisch-ILutherische
Hanilotik" (ppe 79 and 80) says,

Die Kunsthomilie haelt sich o einen loi ¢
sle hat ein "Thenn im inneren Sime,;™ su dem alles im Texte Gegebenes
in Beziehung gebraohi wirde 8Selbetverstaendlich muss diesor leitende
Hauptpedanke aus den Texte emtnommen sein, der aber nicht; wie bei
dor enalytischen Predigh, .dor Scopus desselben zu zein hrancht, dem
an dieogen ist die Ilamilie in ihrer freleren Dehendlung nicht gebundens
Diose Art der lomilio unterscheidet sioch daher von der analytischen
fredigt loineswegs, wie oft irrthuemlich angenommen wird, dadurch,
dass diocse ein Thema habo, Jjene aber nicht, sondern vielmehr aur in
dor Vieige, dass in der analytischen Predight der in ein Thema gefasste
Scopus des Textes en die Spitze gestellt, in der lomilie hingegen
dor leitende ilauptgedenko in kurzen susemmentfassenden Viorten
Schlusg ausgesprochen wird; dess in dor mmalytischen Predigt das
vorangestellte Thema aufgelcest, zergliedert, und dedurch dem Zuhoerer
zun Verstesndniss gobracht, in der Homilie eber dicser von dem Prediger
Schritt fuer Schritt weiter gefuehrt wird, bis ilm em Schluss der
Hauptgedanke in aller Klarheit vor Augen tritts.

Elgewhere (p.86)} Pieper seys, "Bei der Homilie wird des
Thema nicht in bestimten Vorten £fixirt und en die Spitze gestellt,
sondern triti, mohr als Ergebniss, an den Schluss." Grotefend,=
- commenting on the cutline of one of his homllies, says,

Vemn mun dicse Ssetze auy dem Abschnitte abgeleitot und
sogleivh mit eingelnen Delehrungen, Ermshnungen, Warmingen und
Beobachiungen durchflochten werden: so wird 4io Form freler, und das,
wes wohl eine Predigt in strengerer Form werden koemnte, wird sur
ffomilies Die freiere Form dor Homille scheint emch zu fordern, dass
die Abtheilungen nicht markirt und hervorgehoben werden, wie in den
Predigten wohl geschiehl, sondern dass sle unvermerkt an einander
gekettet werden, als ob sich die Bemeriumgesn von selbat angeboten
hastten, ius eben diesen Grunde wird auch der Hauptsatz nicht angekuendigt,
sondoyn ey soheint sich nach und nach von selbast su ergebons

These quotations indicaté guite clearly what tho form of the
Eunsthomilie should be.

& Quoted by Pieper, pe 81
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The homily is not & mere Biblo-t_lll:, plecemeal exposition,
or ruming comentary on the toxt with only scattered applications;
it is a unified, expository, prectical sormon, & roal Work of arbes
The homily does not have a striot, well-formlated theme, nor does
it have definmitely-formulated parts. Yet it has unmity, The development
is not according to & fundamentum dividendi, tut according to a gradual
progrogsion of thought, whioh rises higher and higher with every
paregraphs Thoe homily should be climactic, so that the nearer to
the end, the higher the preacher rises. The best texts for homilies,

s thoreio e, arc such es permit e series of natural steps, one rising

ebove the othor till the top is reached. These are far better than
toxts which soan to move along only on a horizomkal line of thoughts
Tho great majority of texts are altogether unsuitable for homilies,
end some thet may do for a homily do better still for enalysis or
synthesise In the conolusion we gather up into a unity the truths

the "final thems." Every part of the homily should build up twoard
this olinmax or final themes OSuch a final theme is not specifically
formulateds In oratorical fashion tho yield of the entire diascussion
is presented to the congregations The final theme should be the
governing thought throughout and should embody e specifioc, practical
objeotive. The prescher, of course, lmows beforehand what oonclusion
or final thems he will reach, tut he keeps the hearers in suspense.

& The homily is not a refuge for the lasy preacher, for it requires mich
more than any other type of sermon with the possible exoception
of the highly developed synthetic germone

discussed; this then forms the olimax or goal of the sermon end is called :
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"The freodom in constructing a homily is not in the theme, save as

to its fornulatlion, but in tho presentation of the parts, including
even their formulation," Lenslki.

The structure itself is quite simple, Yo divide the bext
into units, grouping the thoughts that belong together. First we give
e rapid exposition of a unit and then by a very clear, olever transition
aving from the exposition into a linger paragraph of epplicetion.

Then without a btreak we go into the exposition of the next umit, ete.
The cutline is simply exposition, appli-ation, exposition, applicatiom,
etos The expogition is rapid, while tho application is more deliberate.
In this way we troat the texteunits one after anmother in thoir natural
ordor. Homilies all follow this seme notural ocurses Hemoe we find

no synthetical homilios es distinguished from enalytical cnes. The
transitions are especially importent in the homily. Good transitions
moke for ooherence and unity, In order to be good, therefore, the homily
rogquires eamong other things also sldillful M1ﬂm. It will be
readily seon that a homily permits more parts than other sermon typeas
But this privilege should not be atused; one should not become too
minmites, It would be a serious mistake to lose ocneself in detall.

Thus we should not even attempt to eluocidate every concept in a text,
explain every implication, or follow every application.

Then properly worked out, the homily form has certain digtinot
aedvantages over the oz*dinar;r analytic sermon: it stimmletes to keener
intellectual coopé;;ﬂm, presents the several truths in e olimax, exnd
thus rendera the hoater more veady to accept and apply to himself the
conclusion,” Reu. Regarding the sdvantejges of the Kunsthamilie Hueffel
(quoted By Pieper, ps 81) seys,



Die liomilie ist mehr Bibeolauvslepung und bewirkt eben derum
oine groessere Bekawntschaft mit der heiligen Sohrift, wenigstens
fuehrt sle tiefer in die specielloren Situationen derselben; die

lie erregt forner in der Rogel durch die Hamnipgfaltigkeit mehr
Interesse fuer die Sache, washrend die synthetiache Predigt in
ihrer strengen Finheit nicht selten ermmedet; die Homilie fuehrt
den Prediger, wie don Zuhoorer, mehr in das reinme, aechte, biblische
Chrigtontum und entfernt deher von so vielen muessigen Fragen und
Dingen der SchulGesssasy die Homilie wirkt endlich lraeftiger auf
das Lobon, weil sic speciellor die oinzelnen Seiten desselben
beruehrt; demn da ihre eignetlichen Toxte Geschichte und Parabel
sind, dio sioh so loioht in die Geschichte dos eigensn Lebens
vervandeln lacsen, so ist elles nasher golegt und eben darum wirksemer.
Von diesen Seiten moechte also die Homilio don Vorzug vor der
synthetigohen Predigt verdienen.

The homily offers unusual opportunities to ocultivate and use the art
of good desoription, an art which is secdly noglected by many proechers.
Ypny a 2iblical soone can be painted in our sermons,; yet how few
the proechors that evor do paint thoml The homily is not merely
desoriptive matter to bo sure, but good dosoription shot through with
gignificonce for the hoarer is one of the features that makes the
homily very effective. Good desoription piotures the truths of
the toxt vividly before the mind's eye and stirs the imagination and
enotions not only of the preacher, but also of the hearer. The
following excerpt from & homily by Julius lueller on Hatt. 14,24-33
will illustrate some of the characteristio features of the Kunsthomilie.
‘Note espcoially the exposition with its vivid desoription, the
practical application, the clever transitions, the highly rhotoricel
and oratorical stylee

. Auf dem See Gemegaret gewahren wir in dunkler Eacht ein
Schiff; es traegt eine Gesellschaft, die uns wohl bekemnt isgt; die
Juenger Jesu sind es, denen ihr ifsistor am Abende vorher befohlen
hat, ellein ueber den See su fahrems Und ist es nichi, als wmere ilmen
Alles suwider, wenn sie von ilm verlassen sind? Der See ist aufgeregt
wvon einem heftigen Winde, dor ilmen entgegenkormt; schon kaesmpfen sie
viele Stunden mit den Vogen, und noch befinden sie gich in der IAtte

des Sess, den sie sonst gewiss oft in weniger als einer Stunde durchsohnitten
habene “
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Vier unter uns, gels Fr,, wollte verkemon, dass das
stuernisoh wogends licer das. treffendsto Bild unsrer Zeit ist, dor
an tlefer und sllgemeiner Aufregung laum irgend ein Zeitalter in
der Geschichte des menschlichen Geschlootas gleich kommt? Es
handelt gich hior nicht mehr um den Streit einzelner leimungen und
Angichten, dor freilich immer geflemmt hat; die hooohsten Grundsastze,
'deren Gegensatz seine Vurszeln big in die immersten Tiefen dos
mengohliochen Celstes hinabsenkt, sind gegen einander in die Sohranken
gotroten su einem unvorsoehnlichen ifempfe, der nun schon seit
mehrern Jahrzohnten wuethets Zwar eine Zeitlang schien es, als wmere
dor Sturm, wenigstens im buergorlichsn Leben dor Voelker, beschwichiipt;
drek. @8 war rur ein truegerischer Schein, gleich jemer aengstlichen
Stille, welche auf den Hsere suweilen das, Toben des Sturmss suf
Jugenblicke unterbricht, els wollten die Elemente Eraft sammeln zu
verdoppeltom Ungestuom; vwashrend die Uberflasche ruhte, wogte und
‘flutete es in dor Tiofe; und die wilden Sewegungen, die leidenschaftiichen
Ksempf'e, die in unsern Tagen losgebrochen eind, hat nicht die naechst-
vorgangene Zeit sle in ihrem Schosse getragen und genaehri? == Und :
Tem wir aun um uns schauen,: welch einen Anblick bietet uns die
Gegenviaxt darl Kaempft nicht fast ueberall Verwirrung mit Verwirrung,
Irrthun mit Irrthum, Solbstsucht mit Selbatsucht? Droht nicht won
allen Soiten Unheil und Verderbun? Scheinon nicht die Laschte dos
Abgrundes entfesselt zu sein, um die ‘Henschen in unversoelnlichem
Hass und Streit gegen einander su entsuenden? 0O, me Fr., verhehlon
wir uns nichts: dichte Finsterniss liegt ueber unsrer irdischen
Zukunf't, so dass kein menschliches Auge sie zu erkemmen vermay; das
Schiff unsers Lobens, seiner Ruhe und seines Gluecks, es ist jeden
Augenblick in Gefahr, von den Wellen veraschlungen odor en unbelkennten
Klippen geritruvemmert su werdene

Doch dort ueber dem Ses Genezaret begimmt die Finsterniss
dem nahenden Lichte zu welchenj dio vierte Nachiwache ist daj
dor Tag graut; die reizendan Hoehensuege, die gegen Abend den See umkraemszen,
treten schon heller herwvor, waehrend -die scinoffen Felsermassen gegen
Morgen testo dunkler erscheinen; bald werden die ersten Strahlen der
Horgenroethe ueber den Seo dahingleiten: da erscheint plostslich
mit der Dasrmerung sugleich Br, dor erfelmte leister, auf' den leere
wandelnd, Vunderbarer Anbliockl Die bewegliche Velle traegt seinen
Fuss wie festes Land; dle empoerten liogen erkennen staunend ihren
maschtigen Gebieter, denselben, der ihnen einst Schweigen gebot,
und sie sohwiegens Fosten und sichern Schritts vandelt er dahin
auf dem fluessigen Element, dem bedraengten Nachen guj; wohl moogen
die sioch thuermenden Yogen ilm suweilen euf einen Augemblick don Blicken
soiner Juenger entzichen; aber den Pfad su seinem 2iele koenuen sie ilm
nicht versperrene

Vies damals gesohah, ¢as geschieht noch heute, versammelte
Christen. Usber dis schasumendcn Wogen des geistigen Lehens, die
uns ban;e machen, wandelt er ruhig als ihr Herr und Geb’ eter; -sie
moegen sich gegen ilhn empoeren, ober sie koemmen ihn nicht ueberwaslitigen;
sio moegen ilm zuweilen don Blicken dor Seinen entziehen, aber sie
koennen seinen Gang nicht hemmen; sie messen ihn muletst als ihren



Heistor erlrennen und meinem Villen dienens Seht ihr ihn nicht meechtig
hindurchsohreiten durch ihr Gedrange? Veicht nicht die Finsterniss
zurueck vor geinem lighon? legleitet ilm nicht ein daemmernder
Schein, Strehloen der lorgenroethe, dio den kamenden Tag verkuenden?
Sind nickt mitten in dieser stmermischen Zelt tangend und aber
tausend lorzon geweckt worden aus tiefem Schlafe, heben ilm orkannt
als den lieg zum Vater, als die Vehrheit und das Laebens



Ill. THE EXPOSITORY METHOD

THE FORM OF THE EXPOSITORY SERMGN, Since the Reformation
the homily has developod two distinot formas the expository sermon,
vhich is used chiefly in English and Americen pulpits; and the artistic
homily, or Kunsthomilie, which is a distinctly German producte The
ertigtioc homily was troated in:the previous chapter; we will now
consider the other form, the expository sermons Germen homileticians
havo writbten vory little about the expository methods The use of this
mothod in Cormeny is very limited, Fleper, showing Americen influence,
recognizes the method in his "EvengelischeIntherische Homiletik) but
troats it only briefly. Ko seys, (pe79),

Aber es koemnen wieder zwel Ayten der Homilie unterschieden
werdens Die eine®, wolche die laxere oder freiere genannt werden
kann, hat welter keinen leitenden Gederken, als denjenigen, welcher
sioch in dem zu ericlasrenden Text findet, welcher tort fuer Vort, oder
Sats fuer Satz nach seinen Umstasnden und Besiehungen erklaert wird,
und die darin enthaltenen Lehren heransgehoben und nach Beduerfniss
© auf die Zuhoerer angowendet werden. Disse Art dor Homille ist in ihrer
Forn einer Entechese aehnlich und pflegt in den sogenamnten Bibelstunden -
angewendet su werden., Sie hat besonders den Zweck, die Zuhoerer in
die Schrift einsufuehren und mit derselben recht bekennt su machen.
"An expository discourse may be defined as ane which ia ocoupied
meinly, or at any rete very largely, with the exposition of Soripture,™
Eroaduss The form of the expository sermon is quite simple. "The

expository method comsists in the presentation, explanation, and

% Die andere Art der Homilie ist die Kunsthomille.
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application of more or less extendod parts of Soripture," Frye

The expository sermon should be chiefly exposition, tut becmuse

it should als: bo e sormon in the true semse of the word, it should
blend eppliocation in with the expositions The expository sermm is
not highly oratorical, yet it should have encugh oratoricsl errange=
ment end adaptation to distinguish it from a mere camentery or
oxopetical essays It should never doscend into a formless dilﬁﬂ!ﬂ'“
without unity, complotensss, or logical emd rhetorical movements

The aim of the eoxpository method is %o ingtruct the hearer by
unfolding to him tho meaning of a commected portion of Soripture.

This Soripture selection may deal with dootrine or precept, with
history or blography. Wo may take an opistle, for example, and treat
it consecutively in e series of discourses, presenting end applying
the leading thoughts of the various chaptors or sections, The subject
matter in thet case would deal meinly with dootx'l.m.qud precepte

Liodel examples of this class of expository d:l.noou:"aa'- dre luther on
Golntiens end Robertsen on Corinthisngs Seiss on Levitious is also
en excellent exemple of this classs Or inatead of the continuous
exposition of such a book of the Hlble we may select & prominent sérles
of events end use ﬂw.t'as the basis of our.diammn ‘0s Ba; the
history of the antediluvien world, the Journmey of Israel from Egypt
to Canaan, the planting of the Christian Churoh as givem in the book
of Aotse Ve may also build a series of expository sermns around a
prominent character of the Bibley e+ ge«; Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Esther,
loges, David, Elijeh, Paul, Peters Vhen the selected Soripture
geotion deals with history or blogrephy, the expository semon built
upon it enjoys the great advantage of being based on a story, which
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in itsolf socures attention and interest from the begimings and if
the sermon is wisely arranged and develaped, it will hold the attention
and interost of the hearer to the close,. lany parts of the Bible
are history end biography, and the o::pository method is, no doubt,
the best way to bring out the moaning and lessons of guch parts end
%o impreag® them upen the minds and hearts of the congregation in
a way that they will not soon be forgottens

The expository method is ospeoially suitable for evening
services, but it should also Le used occasionally for the Sundey
m service, Before the Sunday-school and the Bible-oclass were
well-established institutions in the Cimrch, oms of the foremost
. Gutios of the preacher was the exposition of larger portions of Soriptures
* Undor the present arrangement the ministry is relieved of this
,partiocular duty to a considorable extents levertheless the preacher
should ooccasionally deliver also on Sunday mornings an elsborate
expository sermon, which not only does tho ordinary work of e sermon
of ingtructing, convinsing, and moving, but which also serves as a guide
and model for the tescheér of the Sundey-school and the Bible-olasse
The pastor can do much in this way tovard eleveting the standard of
Sunday-school and Bible~olass imstruction in the congregation.

IHE PRIME REQUISITE OF AX EFFECTIVE EXPOSITORY SERMON IS UNITY.
‘Unity in a discourase is neosssary to instruotion,, to conviotion, and
to persvasion, The e:pnaitory'mtho&_ is roally the analytio method
applied to the peouliar foatures which arise when the text.is an

® This method, like the artistic hanily method, gives the preacher the
opportunity to soquire and oultivate the art of good deseriptions



extended portion of Soriptures The rule that analytlc sormons should
possoss unity holds pood also in the case of expository sermons, which
are but a ind of snalytic sermonse In -discussing the analytio
mthodmmaiubainedthatm te:_:twh.tohispmparlvohnaonm
& unifying thoughte This should be kept in mind especially when we
seloot the text for an expository sermon. "If a text deals with a
mmbey of gubjeots it is not suitable for the basis of a sermon unless
the subjeols cen be so related as to be brought into an intelligible
unity; and as all portions of the Bible "make sense!, few texts there
are (if any) in whioh guch unity cemnot be found, even hough it may
mean some siudy and meditation to discover the prinociple of synthesis
in each onse,™ Garvies The unifying thought of the passage to be
expoundod should be the unifying thought of the exposition itself,
With this unifying thought should be tled up a specific, practical
objoctive, so that thore is also unity of aim emidst the variety of
materials.

The expository sermon, moreover, should give en exact
representation of the thought es it lies in the verses selected
for the expomitions The course o':l'- the ﬁi.nlgh'b in the text, not the
mere words, should be followed and dovelopeds It is desirsble that
even the order of the main thoughts in the text should be the order
of the mein thoughts in the expositions 2And main thoughts there should
bel Aoccordingly the expository sermon should have not only wnity,
but structure as wells "It should have a begiming, middle, and end, ™
Shedds "By struciure we mean that the m’hrllla which the sermonizer
has gelected from the passage are to be put together in such a way
that the one shall egree with the other, end all proceed together toward
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the conolusiom,"” Breeds Thore should be e definite proposition which
glves point %o tho discussion and the various parts of the sernon
should all contribute to the olt.:dduﬂon of that propegitions Kern
gosé 8o far as to sy thet the expository sermon should have mot anly
a dlstinotly stated proposition, tut also dis'binotl:,.r stated divisionsg
"its gole distinetive feature is that the subjectmatter is predominantly
exegoticales” TiAthout such umity and logiocal structure the sermon
Will bo merely a collection of disjointed remarks, scme upon ome
exprossion, some upon enother, end instead of the preacher producing
one germon he will find thet he has produced s mumber of little
sormons, brought together in a mechanical or artificoial way.
Vidthout such ualty and logioal siructure the expository msthod dsgensrates
into o more stringing togother of short explenations, without
recognizing tho deeper commections. of parts, the law of cmﬂ:‘u?.na.ﬁ.m,
the hidden root of dootrine, viich Achelis calls "der Gedankemmsrv,
die Goldadcr des Yoxbos, der den Text beherrschende Crundgedenie,”
Withott such wmity and logloal structure the teste of enlighbeed
hearors will not be satisfied, and even the uncultivated, though they
nay not Imow why, Will be far leds deeply impressede

THE PROPER HANDLING OF DiTAILS IS KECESSARY Iii ORDER TO
BAINTATH UNITY AND LOGICAL STRUCTURE. Some deteils are indispensable.
No part of the text of which any use is mado in the sermon should be
16£6 in darimesse But there is o good deal of commenting in the pulpit
that is hamiletically uselesse llothing is good out of its places
Therefore we should introduce into the sermon only such dotails end only
80 memy ag are necessary for the purpose in hend--no others and no
mores Very precious is the time in the pulpit; why devote any of it to
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that which diverts or wearies tho ottention insteed of promoting the
object before us? The doteils are like & pile of stones dumped down
beforo a mason who is engaged in erecting o wall, He chooses his
material stone by stone, selooting it with referemnce to the place in
which ho is to put it; then ho trimg it, fite 1%, and settles it in
position, To mecure unity emd logical structure the proacher does
Just what tho mason dowa, He sclects the material which is suited

to hia subject and rejects the rost. In doing so he doos not do
violence to Soriptures He is not pro.ucing a commontary which treats
every detail. ilo is producing e sormon upon o definite gubject (whioh
is the main thought of the text); and in order to give a cleer and
omphatic prosentation of this subject, he chooses only that which is
related to ite Dvidently, then, the preliminery processes in exegesises
the succossive stops by which we have reached our conclusion as to
the meaning of the toxtw=are no proper part of the sermon. %ha
Pulpi% is not the study-tables It is the place not for prosecuting
exepetionl ingquiries, bub only for amowncing their resultss thy
refer to the ancient menugeripts or tho parallel passages that we

moy have cxmained, or to tho vieows of various "authoritien™? lhy set
forth an elchorcte array of reasons for the interpretation which we
have to offer regarding a minute deteil? “Put the wellw=baked loef

on the teblo, and give no eccount of the buying or the baking," Kern.
"Common minds 1ike to seo good work whem 1t is dons, bub they dislike
the lebor of dolag it tlienselves, and the todium of standing by to
860 how others do it," Hoppin, Even though all the details in the
passage will not be employed, yet all of then should bo studied. If
the geraonigzer does not carefully investigate all the dotails, how oan



be properly geleot end group them? ﬁhethor a tom is peculiar or
cammanplace, whether it is difficult or easy has no bearing whatsoever

on its importance or uni.mporbanoe for the passage under oonsideration.
All 'l:he doteils should bo studied, yot mo dotail should be expounded
and elabora:bsd, lmmr importent in itself, if 1t does not enforce
and illuminate the central idem. "Unless ome has the geleotive
faculty, tho genius %o perceive the casentinl elements of a narrative
or an ergument, ‘togjether with the coursge to roject all material,

no mattor how attractive, which doos not 1ift the sermon forward,

he had bottor stiock to toxts of limited area” is the way onc writer
has oxpressed it.

Hlor ghould thore be too many dotailss There is groat danger
of overorowling the oxpasitory seraon with go many d:l.ﬂ'ez;mt thoughte
and poinis that the hearer can folloaw only with great dif'ficultye
Tho preachor may bo true to his text and his exposition may be
entirely “criptural although many of the dotails ere left untouched.
Tho vory mulitiplication of detnils impairs the force and weight of the
argument, Guibert de- Hogemt, an abbot who died in 1124, sald, "The
preacher should above all things be short; how mich better it ias
that & few things should be hoard with pleasure end retained, then
that out of a multitude nothing should be carried awayl" Another
werning well worth following is this: don'§ raise guostions that you
camot answere Don®t meke the di.ﬂ"lculﬂen of tho passage, if therc are
eny, the more cbscures Don't attempt em explanation merely bocause
of a personal interest in the matter; the interest of the peopls
should be the first comsiderations but i1f there are difficulties
the dlgoussion of which cmnnot well be avoided, then offer and explain



only the solution whic: seems best to you, so that tho people do
not go awvay in confusion end doubts The end of expository preaching
is that of eny other l:ind of. preaching, viz., practical helpfulnesss
People camot be converted and edified by meens of unsolved difficultiese

A generous use may ve made of parallel passeges in an
upolitor.\.r gsermone <hey should be more frequently employed in
expository preaching tihen in other kinds, just bocsuse it is expository.
the bost exposition is the Bitle itselfs But parallel pesseges should
be carefully selocted. They slﬁuld be well digested, thoroughly
assimilated, and ihen carefully incorporated in the sermons 3ut the
preachor should not at any tire depart from the passago with which
he is engeged and proceed to preach, ns it were, a little sermon
Upon {ho parallol passagoe

ADVAGTAGES OF Tii; EZPOSITORY METHODs This methcd of
Precching tends to bring out the whole counsel of Gods It affords
the opportunity to sposk on subjeots which othorwice would
intentionally or might unintexntionally be omitted or noglecteds
It does wmore thon afford the opportunity to speak on such subjects,
it practically compels the proacher to do so. Xeny proachers have a
few favorite dootrines and precepts which they treet regularly in
their ever unvarying round of a few subjects of digcourses In such
cases the people got only that particular ﬂn of tho groat system
of Bible truth which their pastor takess This situation can be casily
remedied if the preacher will but employ the oxpository method with
reasonable frequencye. The preacher himself will be swrprised to see
what a wonlth and diversity of to-ios will oome up for discussica
when he employs the expository methods "A thousand subtle suggestions
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end o thousemd minute points of humen experience, not large encugh
for the eleboretie disoussion of the sermon, end yot like little
gorews in o watoh, indispensable to the right action of the machinery
of life, can be touched end turned to advantage in expository
preaching, " Honry Vard Beechers |
Occasionally the preacher desires to spesk on a subject,

tut hesitates 4o do so becsuso of its delicate matures There are
meny such delicate subjects, which it would be inadvisable to treat
topioally bocenso of the prejudice of the people or boceuse of the
exoitement of the timese. The expository method enables the preachor
¥ present end to apply the necessary truths perteining to such
subjeots, for e expogitory method gives the prescher licemse to
present in their order, and with their proper applications, all
the truths conteined in the selected protion of Seoripturee The Bible
discusses all sides of human 1ife and experience, all sorts of
character, and all forms of opinion end therefore the preacher who
employs the oxpository method will, in the course of time, have emple
opportunity to treat every kind of evil and error, and he cau do
80 without subjecting himself to the invidious suspicion of aiming
his remarks at individuals. The oxpository method ensbles the
preacher to troat delicate subjects with profit for the poople without
the denger that his motives wkll be misrepresenteds

| The expository méthod is conduoive to a better imowledge
of the Soriptures in their conmection and a knowledge of the Soriptures
in their ocomnection is conducive to a better end more complete
wderstending of thems. "Wo cannot expoot to deliver mmch of the teachings
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of Holy Seripiuve by plaking out verse by vergo, and holding +hose up
et rendom; {the process rogonbleg too olosaly that of showing the
house by exhibiting sepernto briocks," Spurgeons Surely it is no%
roasonsble %o look upon the Bible merely es o caskot of gems gathered
with 1ittle regard 4o any law of combinntions, eanch gen Se.‘.'.n:; perfect
in itaelf so thet tho preascher should exhiblt it withoud reference %o
ite neighbor. 7Thet other literaturs would be subjected to such
mistreatnent: If nrenchers meds more frequent use of tho expaaitory
wrothod, they would be lecs apt %o misuso and misepply individual iexts,
thoy would be less apt %o toke them out of their right relation and
to glve them o different sense than thet intended originally by the
sacred vriter,

The expository method drives the proacher into a systematio
study of the Bibles I¥ mokes him "wighty in the Soripture” and the
Sword of the “pirit bocomes his femiliar and effective weapons The
Bitlical idea of the prosmcher is tho leamners It is not true thab
wo are it to prcach .;qu'l: booauso wo have not nastered all the
pointn of dootrine and of Iiblo imowledge. Dut we should go on study-
ing for '._vuz-solves, pdding to our Imowledge, mastoring detail aiter
dotall, poriod after pericd,; book afber book--so thot we oan, like
the wise houschold'r, bring forth things new and olde Sut how shall
we do this? Is it foapible for the young man, with the complex life
of today, the multiplying demands of pulpit and parish, to carry on
lines of Ziblical study independent of the pulpit and with no immediate
relation to 2%? The experience of most young proachers gives the
answers Zhey need so o arrango their work thet Bible lﬁdy helps
the pulpit direotly, yos, that tlie plan of preaching demands and
pramotes systematic Bible studys Yourses of expository preaching




Will do Just thot, end such n progren will make the preachor an
oxport in religion, and his messego ono of ircreasing weight
and pdmr.
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IV. TiE TOPICAL METHOD

-

VHAT IS LCANT BY THE ™POPICAL METHOD?® The topical method

Pue the sermon upon e topic, as the nsme itself implies; end it draws
the materials for the sermon from the entire Vord of Gode The topic
is treatod in its entirety, i.e., with roference to its completeness
u_xd'totam:y, and is divided logloally in accordance with its own
natures It is conceded that homileticians are not azreed in the use
of the toym "topical" to designate this methods There is little
difforenco betwoon the designation above and that of Broadus, who
cells this method the "subjeotesermon" methods BHat Geran writers
refor to this method as the "synthotio” methods So does Jacob Fry,
Professor in Lits Alry Luthersn (UsLsCs) Seminary, Philadelphis, in

his book "Elemsntary Homiletics." In his digougsion of the method;
howevor, he seys this: "The synthetical method 1? also called the
topicel because it deals with the topio or thems of -the serimm rather
than with the text im:.lfo" The mtl:;ﬂc method®* will be trcated
subsequently in a separate chapters For tho present purpose it will
lufﬁae‘bo say that the synthetic method is based on a deduction,
whereas the gemmine topical method ﬁ':u note GCoebel {guoted by
Pieper, p.83) tells us why German writers call the topical method
the "synthotic" mothod and he also edds still other designations
for the topical methods He mays: .

* Some in our oircles call the o method the (] m
thqhwﬂwmthﬂowmmmgme% .

o ————
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Ihre Benenmwng hot sie (die synthetische Predigt) von der
Synthese oder Zusmmmensetzung, weil sie dio Abhendlung einer Sache
Fusammengeizt, nicht die von einem andern zusamengesctze zu
erkennen gucht, was die fufgabo dor. Analyse iste Sle wird daher
mit einem endern lemen benmmt die locale oder dootrinale, ferner
die dognatische oder thematische, weil sie mit dor Abhandlung irgend
oines Locus commmis, oder einer christlichen lehre, oder irgend
oines Themes, mag dasselbe dogmetisch oder moralisch sein, be- -
schaeftigt iste

VIHAT USE DO:ES THE TOPICAL !ESTHOD KAUE OF THE TEXT? Originally
the topical method did not use a texte Achelis in his "Lehrbuch der
Praktischon Theologie" (p.234) says,

. Lber gleichzeltip und parallel laufend mit dieser Entwicklung®
trat das Griechentum in die Kirche ein; es macht sich in unserm
Gebiet dehin geltend, dass der grischische Adys ein Lirchliches Gewand
anlegte, die Prediger waren griechische Rhetoren in dor licenchalutte
und in Bischofsormet; es galt, nach den Regeln der Rhethorik
chrigtliche Reden gu halten,=-so wurde die synthotische Predigt
geboren. Ea ist der Natur der Sache entsprechend, dass bis Augustin
der Adyos =-Oratio els ein fremdartiges Gewaschs empfunden wardej
aber es war oino historisohe Noetigung, dass Augustin den Sprache
gobrauch aenderte, die bisherigen kirchliohen Orationes mit dem lemes
Sermones bezeiclmete und ihmen als eime christliche Idee ansfushrenden
Predigton Ebenbuertigkeit neben den Homilime, den textauslegenden
Predigten, errangs Dass such der Sermo—-synthetische Predigh sich
der Sitte, einen Text sugrunde su logen, enbequemte, ist lediglich
eine Konsesusion zur Gewinmumng des kirchlichen Gepraegess

In ordor to give the impression that also this method was proper in
the church, preachers commected the topical sermon with e text.s In
meny cagea this commection between sermon and text was very weak

and this questionable practice persists to the present day. Hoppin,
‘for example, mekss the folluwing statementss "Topical preaching draws
fron the text a particular theme, or, what is ofton the ocase, takea

a topic before taking a text, and makes that topic the subject of

the sermoneeesesThe topical sermon is something, efter all, outside of
the text, though it should be in striot accordance with it." Such

% Die Entwiollung der Homilies




statements are apt to be misunderstoods Achelis goes still farther
when he says, (p.255),

VWes ist das Vegen der synthotischen Predigh? Das loglsche
Prius derselben ist nicht der Text, sondern das Thema; nicht wird des
Thema ens dem Text goncmen, sondern dor Toxt wird zu den Thema gewaehlt.
Obgleich die Forderung zu Becht bestoht, dass der Text predigtgemasss,
besser: themagemsoss sei, so haengt es doch geentlich won der intimen
Schriftlenninis des Prodigers ab, den dom Thema moeglichst adasquaten
Text zu finden, wenn der der Versuchung, den Toxt zu vergewaltigen,
nicht erliezen goll. Tesentlich boi der synthetlschen Predigt bleibt
Jo die lozische und rhotorische Durchfuehrung des Themas nicht nach
Hassgabe dos Toxtes, sondern nach iMassgabe des Themese

Then this procedure is followed, the text very often degenerates

into e moro pretoxt, an ostensible, but false protensee In such cases
the mroacher (}oen not use the 'be.-a‘t';. ho a.buuﬁ, it; ho tries to Justify
e wrong topic in the sight of his hearers, a topic which the text
does mi-; toache 2/ Germen preacher; for example, used as his text
Aots 26,2¢: Fostus said with & loud voice, Paul, thou art beside
thyself; much lemrmning doth make thee mnde DBut his text did not
Yeach the topio on which he spokes His topic was "The doubtful and
perilous character of religious enthusiasmi®™ It is true: that some=-
times the topic will be suggested befare the text--and there should
be proper freedom here, for the pestor has two books to study, the
Bible and his people=-yet when the text is once chosen, it should be
used honestly and logitimetely; it should be treated not merely as a
pretext, but as the utterance of God on which the authority of the
sernon is basod end on whioh the sermon itself is basede ilow is this
requirement met in the topical method? ;

THE TdPIGSHM-DBE THE CHXEF THOUGHT OF THE TEXT. Every
sermon method, including tiie topical, should be a legitizate way of
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using the text. For this reason there should be more then & weak
relation between the topic end the text, there should be a vital
commection Lotween the twoe The toplc should be not merely & minor
thought of the toxt, but tho chief thoughte Pieper tells us (in the
footnobs on page 86) that Rambach distinguishes between e topic

which is tho chief thought end that which is & minor thought. He says,
"Ein primaer synthetisches Thema nemt er ein solches, welohes aus dem
genzen Text entwickelt ist und mit dem Seopus desselben harmonirts

oin selundeeres, welchos nmur aus einem Telle dos Textes gencumen

word und mit dem Scopus nicht harmoniets™ Vie hold that the former is
o logitinato use of the text, whereas the latter is mot. lany

writers on homiletics speek of n relation between the text and the
topio ut they do not explain whet that relation is, or should bes

" Burrell, for example, says, "A toplcal sermon is ome in which the

text merely furnishes the thamo, the treatment being more or less
independent of it;™ but ho dees not state in what way the text furnishes
the themes It sliould be the chief thought of the texte Droadus says
in his "Proparation end Delivery of Sermona" (p«308),

In subject sermons, then, we draw from the text a oertaln
subject, usually stabing it distinotly in the form of a proposition,
end then the text, having furnished the thought, has no‘ further
part as a formative force in the plen of treatment pursued in the
germon, tut the subject is divided and treated according to its
om nature, just as it would be if not derived from a texte.
Broadus, too, doss not state how we should draw the subject from the
texts Ve should f£ind the chief thought end then use that as the subjeot
of the sermons

THE TOPIC SHOULD BE SPECIFIC, It should be more than a mere

word, 1t should be the logicel proposition which is demanded by the -
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chief thought of the text, If the text is properly chosenm, it will
have one chief thought end thot chief thm:ght. with very few mpum,
will be gpecifics It ig only in rare end exceptional cases that the
ohief thought of e text will be of & general matures Ercedus admits

. that "it is greatly botter that the subject should be precisely that
Which the text moot naturally presents, and which most tuoroughly
exhansts its meaning;" yet ho insists that "a text which presents

a specific aspoct of gome subject may be lawfully used ms suggesting
the general subject, or we may draw from o comprehensive text its
genoral subjoct, and then avowedly confine ocurselves to cne dopartment

of 1te" Iuch a topic mey be DBiblical, mt it surely is not textuals
It does not temoh what the text teaches. J;f such & ‘topic is really
Biblicel, the preacher should find a text which teaches that topicy

if guch & topic is not Billical, it goes without saylng that it should
not form the basis of & sormon, If this rule is obsorved, one of the
objections to the topical mothod will be removed, vis., that when

the topical method is used, the text does not perform so importent

& part in preaching as it shoulde Let the topic be tho chief thought
of the text and lot it be specifiol The matural fear with many
preachers is that they will not have emough mw:lul fomke a sermon,
and g0 & camprehensive subject is selected. Topios like "prayer,”
"faith," and simllar ones, are chosen; thrée or four heads are treated
under this general theme; and as a rosult the development is cormon-

~ Place and the sermm shallow. Thmt is on the surface nearly every
one lknows, what is below most people do not Imow, This denger of
being shallow is avoided when the topio is specifio, for then the
field is narrowed and the topic has depth rather than breadth.




AUVANTAGES OF THE TOPICAL JEFHODe This method better
insuros umiiy, which is indispensable to the best effects of
digoourse. It not anly trains the proacher's mind along the lines of
logical enalysis, but alao furngfhes opportunity for the use of
the stores of knowlodge the preachor has aoguired and for the
exercise of such spocial gifts and telents as he may have. ThO
topical method, moreover, is more pleasing snd more convineing to
Some minds in the audienco, especially smong the cultivated, for
this method is conducive to sermons that have a more logical character
and e uore manifest complcteness than most sermons mritten mocording
to the analytio methode Then too, the nseds of the comgregation
will sometimes make it desirable that the preacher present a full
Vview of samo toplc, not merely a special aspect of it which ome text
Or another mey exhibite The topical method permits, or rather
requires, the aggregation of Soripture testimony on ‘the topic under
consideration, end this topic can be presented in all its fulnesa
without exceeding the usual limits of a-d:‘l.loourlo. This mth-ml.
‘therofore, leads to inoreased renge and scope of views The horizon
comonded by a single text is oaﬁpmﬂw!;r narrow, while the
consideration of & topio often leods us to a point from which we
commend & vaster horison. Furthermore, the topical method is largely
ergunentative and the arguments can be readily reproduced ia other
sermons teaching the seme dootrine or dutye Topical material.is
not recognized as easily as textusl and As more resdily alapbed
to a variety of textss Ve do not advocate the frequent repetition
of germons, but circumstances will arise whioh require an m:peohd
withholding of the sermon prepared, and the substitution of another on

— e ma
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short notice end then the repetition or adaptation of en ald topical
S6rmon can be used to advantage, Finally, the toplcal method is

éspeclally uschble for ococasional sermons, such as, introductory
sermons, ferewell sormons, wedding sermons, funeral sermons, sumiversary
Sermons, and the likes On such special cocasions the msssage is
determined by the ocoasion as well as by the text end the needs of the
pooples The topical method lends itmelf readily to the treatment of
such & compositoc messogee

DISADVAITAGES OF TiE TOPICAL METHODs Practically all
the disadvantages of this method would be overcome if preachers
would use the ohief thought of the toxt as their topios Vhen this
is not done, variety and froshness suffers The chief thought of
the toxt with very fow exceptions is specific and specifio topics
make for variety. The mumber of genoral topiocs ig after all quite
limiteds Zftor the preacher has preached on a topioc, he will not
vant to return to it for somo time. Sut the preacher who uses
only genoral topics will soon run dry end then he will repeat himself.
By maling the chief thought of the text the tople, the preacher
overcomes the disadvantage that "the inventivencss of no single mind
1s great emoughto moot the variety of humen needss” But even when
the preacher makes the chief thought of the text the topio, he is
apt o become stale by using the same pattorns in 'h‘.:o logioal
developnent of his sermons. loreover, if one starts with a subject
or topic which he proposes to treat instead of the ohief thought
of the text, he risks wither using the text merely as a motto or peg.
on which to hang the sermon, oraoomdaﬂ:ﬁthntuttoﬁnhﬂo
rather than the topio to the texts In tho former omse the text, after




47

having beenjonce exmounced, I.sforgabhndw.u'lf.mmo

1% is not oontinually referred to and has no vital connection with the
sermons "At bost it is the tribute which the preacher pays to custom,
and is regarded with no more affection then is any other taxf,”
Pattison. In the latbter case-wthat of acoom:odating the text to the
theme rather than the theme to the texte-the germ of the sermon is
fmmtmmmr'ammmmmunddm and the
use of Soripture is samotimes so foreign to its originel purport end
purpose that it bocomes & caricatures The preccher approaches the Tord
with & bias, a precomoeption of what he wishes to £ind, a prepossession
vhich, if it does not blind entirely, often at least blurs his judgmente
He is in danger of warping Soripture to £it the crook of his dogmae
Esisindmgarofdetendinguﬁmloghdpuiﬁmor;u-dmﬁudor
expounding the Viord of Gode He may become deductive instead of inductive.
ﬁmtiuth_emndmnmuffmm&lhﬂwnomdthohhthﬂi
The Papacy starts with a self-made hypothesis end adjusts end adapts
the testimony of Scripture to her hypothesisy she is perversely
Aristotelian, she is deductive. Protestantism, on the other hand,
starts with the facts, the statements of Scripture, and infers from these
what Soripture teaches; Protestantism is Baconian, or inductives ZThe
danger of such & dsductive or accamodeting prooess 1s that the sttention
wmhmmmmmunu&wmmmsmmhw
preacher, from the facts and truths of God to the theories and opinions
of man, Uniformly pursued it has often presented the humsn side of
preaching predominsntly, mudﬁnﬂlhaﬂﬂnlinjmd.ﬁnm

of Christien truthi  The nmeglect of the Bible in the pulpit will
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load to its negleoot in the pews. How can the hearer bo expected to
read and study God'a liord for himself when the preacher constantly
substitutes hiwv own thoughts for God's thoughts in the sermon}
Rogarding the disastrous effect of mccomaodqating texts to the
dictates of the human mind, Achelis says pointedly (p.236),

Dor Text wird zu einem Pflool, en welchen heute dies,
morgon jonoa beliebige Stueck des Hausrats angehsengt wird; die
Gemeinde muss jede Schriftfreudipgkeit verlioren, weil sie der
Geniellteat ihres S;ynthotikers gegenueber ihr Unvermoegen erkemnt,
die Zohrift zu verstehen. Das Deduerfnis der Privaterbauung wendet
von der durch die Funst des Predizers umvorstaendlich gewordenem
Hle Sohrif't sioh ab, es preift naoh solchen Buechern, welcha die
christlichon Gedanken praspariert: i'm derreichon; demn das freudige
Selbstvertraven, sio sich gelbst aus dsr ll. Schrift prasparieren
Zu koemnon, hat die hohe Kunst des Synﬂ'te'bﬂmrs der CGemoinde
ausgetriebens
To gum up, tho topical prec.oher runs the risk of following humen
roason rather than Soripture, the risk of invention at the expense
of Seripture aui;hor‘.l.i:y. that potential denger is involved can be
soon from tho fm that following hman reason rather than Soripture

is the busic error not anly in Catholician, but also in Sectarianism
and in i.loderniaml.
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V. THE SYNTHETIO MEYHOD

HOMILETICIANS ARE HOT AGHEEU AS TO WHA® SUE SYNTHETIC
HETHOD iS. Also the synthetic® method takes its thoughts from the
toxt, i.e., the thoughts which are implied in the text and derived
from the text by way of deduotions "The synthétic method uses the
deductions or inferences or porismata vhich ere dorived Irom the
Yext," Doon Fritze Yomilotlclens egree thek deduction is involved
but they do not agroe as o how it is involveds lel us first consider
vhat the Cermon writers undorstand by the synthetio methods Since
Cerman writers cell tho topionl method the eynthetic method, they have
to give the gemine gynthetio mothod enoiher names They call it the
enalybicesynthotio nethode In mpesking of this method Pleper in
his "Evangolisch-Lutherisoho Homiletik" (p.86) seys,

Bel analytlgch-synthotlschon Predigben wird der Text in
allen geinen eingelnen Theilen bemutzts JAus dem Text wird ein
bestimut begzronztes Themn entwiockelt und an die Spitse gestellt umd
eben 50 werden auch bestimate, dem Text entnommene, dem Thema
untorgeordncts, Theile angegeben, so dass also dor ganze Toxt mur
in Lichtc des Themas betrachtet wirds Aber der Text wird nicht immer
Vers fucr Vors bekandolt, mondern vielmehr nach der natuerlichen,
logiochen Folge der durch das Thema bedingten Gedanken behandeldb,
wie alo ousc don einzelnon Thoilon des Texbes suswmen zu stellen ists

Yiern die Reihenfolge der Verse und Ausdruecke des Textes .
mit der natucrlichan, logischen Cedankenfolge, wie sie das Shema des
Textes befolgt, aber der Gedenkenkreis bewegt sich micht in den
welteron Grenson des Toxtes, sondorn in den engeren (rensen, welche
durch das Themn gezogen werdem.

& Syntretiocnl ia aleo foud, bubt it is very rare; both analytio
and snalytical are comuonly useds
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So wird dor ganse Text moeglichst vollstaendig behmndelt,
eber nichi nach dem Scopus desselben, sondern mach der im Thema
befassten Lehre; in erstoren ist slo also amalytisch, in lotsterem
synthetigch,

The first paragraph of the above guotation refers to the gemuine
synthotic method, The gecond paragraph spesks of & symthetic theme
with enelytic partss ¥hen the parts are enplytio, we no longer

have the pure synthetio mothod, tut a composito mothod which we shall
call the synthetic-amalytic mothods The third paragraph spplies in
olther caso.

In speeking of tho synshotio method Rou in his "Homiletics™
(pe425) ooys, i

Vio take the main thought of the text as our theme and
divide this thought into the constituent parts without regard to the
divisions of the textesessessIn the synthetic method the texb
furnishes only the main thought or theme which forms the source
for the material of tho sormon and from which its divisions ere
derived according to the rules of logic and rhetoric independently
of tho text, Tho text ie, indeed, drawn upon again and egain in the
development of tho veadous divicions, but 1t doos not determine the
divigions thenselvess : :

* Reu labels this the synthetic or "topioal™ method, tut it &s nsither
ones The synthotlio method is not the seme as the toplical, so theb
these two designations should not be used synomynously, What Ren
treats
really kas here is an analytic theme with synthetio parts which we
ghall call the enalyiic-synthetlic methods Spesking of the synthetio
mothod, Doan Fritz says, "The specific thought derived from the
chief thought of the text by o porisms is the theme of the sermon,"
Following this proocedure gives us a synthetio theme but as a general
rule we will get analytio pertss It is possible, of course, to
put synthetio parts wmder a synthetio theme which is daduced from

the ohief thought of the text, but it is not probeble.that we will do




80 in aotual practices It is not necessary that the theme of the
synthetio mermon be deduced from the chief thought of the texte

The confusion regarding the synthstio method will digappesr
if we koop the dimtinction botween the analytio and synthetio
methods in minds The Molow of the terms under omsideration
Will shed 1light upon their meenings Anslytic comes from @ XveA{w
to vnlooso, to undo agein (as woven thresds); and hence whon used
homiletically it mcens to teke aparte Synthetic oomes from

cUvOeais , a pubting togother ( o vv togoﬂm- and rl'as,,:c.u_

to put, ploos); and hence homilotioally it means to pub togethers
In the anslytic mothod tho sbructure of the sernm 1s determined
by the struciurs of %:e texts The preacher renlly does not crcate
his cutline tut digcovers it in the text end 1ifts it from the toxts
In oo gyninhotisc mothod, howover, the struciure of the text hes
Nothing to do with the straucture of tho sermon; *he preschor makes
his omn outline. Howertholess, also the synthetic outlino should
be sirlotly te:tuale It should grow out of the text end should meke
use of the matorials oonteinsd in the texts The difference hetween
the two methods is eimply e difference in hendling the texts In the
enalytic mothod the preasher finds and uses the outline of the ssered
vriter, while in the synthotic method he builds en entirely new
struoture out of the toxt matorialae

EOW 70 PROCEED VEEN USING THE SYNTHETIC METHOD, Study the
text carefully in order to find its cnhief thought sud bthe progreasion
of thoughte fnis is & sefeguard againgt feulty snd wrong deductions
laters It is not necessary to partition the text into distinct units




8g in the analytic mothdd, for the synthetlo method does not use
the outline in the text; in the synthetio method the parts are in no
dedwmﬁmuﬂhdﬁm%uﬂﬂdfwtmm
is teken from tho toxt. Aftor such a preliminary study to ascertain
ﬂlotmommingoftmmb,mﬁratlhphhhbthm
spart into all iis ocomponent partss Jot down sll the thoughts as
they came to mind; whether they are major or minor thoughts in the
text, whether they ere coordinate or ‘subordinats, whether they

are thoughts contained in the text or thoughts suggested by the
Yext mekes no differonces Put them ell down, for good thoughts

aro often very elusive. The mmber end the order in which they
ocour is iimaterials It is advisable to jot thé individual thoughts
on separate slips of paper, so that they can be arrenged more easily
efterwards. The second step is to synthesizes the thoughts whioh
we heve gathereds Lanski in his book entitled "The Sermon, its
Homileticel Construotion” (pel04.105) says, "fake the list before you,
and let your mind dwell on it as intensely as possibles Pay no
attention to the unity of the text, as ome must do in striving for an
analytiocal outline. The unity you neod for the sermon will take
oare of itself, Presently, when the inteuse meditation on the 1list
of thoughts has game far enough, something that we might oall
orystallizetion tekes places The thoughts listed will oombine in a
new way to form & new patbern with o new unit idea underlying this
patbern, Sometimes this crystallisation takes place as in a flashe

* Synthetize, eyntheaise, end synthosise are all correct.




It is 1ilo @ 5ifs fram eboves Sometimes it comes slowly, after
prolonged efforts” Synthesis is just s exact as enalysis only
in enother way: It uses the thoi:gm of the text, snd tms builds
88 truly on the taxt cs doss mualysisy bub by it the prescher ;
originates en entirely new outline, whereas by enalysis he finds
e outline of the sacred writers Heal mynthests; just like snalysis,
operates only with tho matorial in the text, not with anything added
to the Herch from tho outsido. "It ig & falge definition of homiletical
8yathesis to think that it ccnsis’s in oambining tho text with something
that 1ies outsido of 1%," lensids Tho topical method naleds uge of
mslerial zethered from tho. entire Bible, tut the synthetioc method
makes use only of maberiel gethered from Lhe toxts

fvoxryr sormon should have a praotical objectives It was
Thetoly who said, "Ihe r.nne.’.u et nothing, end hits it." The
Preccher ghould not Lo guiliy of i Ze@il% in his sermonizinge.
A sermon fis- o vaeleus as & loat neil unlees it \‘-’- directed and drivem
homos  In genernl, the practionl cbjeotive of the sermon is the
converting or edifying of youls, bub esch germom should have its own
specifio objectives In order to determire %his specific practical
objective the preacher ghould siudy the nseds of his peoples To
8pply the Ford of God 4o the neods of the people “u': God-given dutye
It was for this purpoce thel God institnted the minigtrys Ve have
the highest form of ay:tiesis when the noeds of the people and the
truths of the text are synthesized, the need itself cantrolling the
synthegis. Vhat is i the text and what s in the preacher's heert
in the way of vivid epprehension of his people's need begin to fuse
and melt togethere This 44 not a different kind of synthesis just
because the need is also teken into comsidcratione It is synthetie

-
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‘Just a5 when the noe? is no% considcred becsuse the text thoughts ere
rearranged smd synthesized, In one instanco gomething in the fext
itself arronts the preacher's attentiom, so that the thoughta of
the text cryatallize about this centor. Tho proacher gtudies the text
Shoughts by themselves end then they by themselves fall irto this
or that patterns In the other instance. soms nsed fuses with the gold
in te text and the text thoughts synthesize accordingly. lot all .
xt8 con bo usged in this waye ".It’uould be a grave error to

force & text Lo mset a moed, for being foroced, it would mot really
neet the neoedy' Lonski.

HANY COMBINATIONS UF THE ANVALYTIC AND SYNTHETIC METHODS
ARE PUSSIBLL. As soon as the preacher inverts the order of the texte
wnite in his outline he hes taken the first step in u;;nim;u.
.T-‘han the preacher elevntes one of the unid Wh of the text to
the theme end treata the remaining umit thoughts under this theme,
he has ocombined synthesis with anelysises Common combinations are the
synthoticemnalytio, in which the theme ls synthetlc and the parts are
snalytic, and the emalytic-synthetio, in which the theme is enalytioc
and the parts are synthetle. Iegarding the practical objective we
mey say that if it is that of the text it i1s analytio, bub if it
is that of the preachér it is synthetice The application of the text
is analytio unless it is based on a deducotion, them it is synthetiqe

THE ADVANTAGES OF THE SYNTHMIC METHOD. Thile the analytio
method, adhoring closely to the thoughts expressed in the text, will
not admit of variety, exoept in the wording of the theme and the parts,
the synthetic method admwits of much verloty of thought in the presentation
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of the ‘thoughts of the text or the thoughis dorived fraa the toxtu
Synthesia vastly inoroesos the veriety of sermon pattorns and thus:
euriches ‘he pulpits "fhore is roally no and to’the veriety of sermon
structuro which miy be attained by means of synthenis,® Lenskis

Ono of the most deairable 'rea'm_ros in o pulpit progren is wvariety

end the mynthotic ngthod is conducive toward this ends Synthetic
sermons, being croationa of the proncher's om mind, -hswe a tendoncy
to reflect moro olenrly the preschior's personnlitys The appeal

to individuel hearers ia greatly hai(;hbrmnu vhen their specific

necds vlay a 3;ur!: in the synthosise




CONCLUSION

USE OF THE VARIOUS LETHODS BY THE FREACHER. Heving thms
briefly slketched the sermon methods most frequently employed in the
Intheran Chmroh, the question naturally arisess Vhioch methods
should the preacher use? Vhile every preacher will naturally give
proference to one or the othor of those methods, he should cultivate
and use then all at different tines in order to gain wvariety.
Veriety is ome of the most desireble features in the oulplt programe
Thich method is to be followed cammot be determined by gemsral rules.
The deoision will depend on the nature of the text and on the
individuality of the preacher. Each method has its owm advantages
end disadventagess The same amount of lead may be cast in a round
tullet or in a pointed projectile. One will smash, while the other
penetrates. 8o it is with the sermons Thore are different molds
in which it may be run. Some texts oan be treated better by one
method, while other texts can be treated better by enother methode
The preacher should use that method whioch is best suited to his
purpose and to the circmstances whioch confront hime. Shedd, in his
"Homiletics and Pastoral Theology™ (ppe 156 and 158) says,

All the species should be employed by every preacher without
exoception. No matier what the turn or temper of his mind may be, he
should build upon each and every ono of these patterns. If he is
highly oratorical in his bent end spirit, let him by no moens neglect
the expository sermon. If his meumbtal temperament is phlegmatioc, and

his mental processes naturally cool and unimpassioned, let him by no
means neglect the toplodl sermones It is too genorally ths case, that
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the preacher follows his tendency, and preaches wniformly one kind of
gsermon., & more severeo dealing with his om powers, and e wiser regard
for the wants of. his audience, would lead to more variety in
sermonisings At times, the mind of the congregation needs the more
stirring and impressive influence of & topical discourse, to urge it

up to action, At others, it roquires the instruction and indootrination
of the less rhetorionl, and more didactio expositions of Scripturee
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