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FORWARD

This Lectionary (Series A, B, and C) has been my weekly task over the course of
many years.  It was possible for me to complete this work only with the constant
support and patience of first, my wife and family, who sacrificed a lot of their time
with me so the translations could go forward; second, the members of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church for the Deaf, St. Louis, MO., who allowed their pastor to dedicate
so much of his time to this work because they knew the importance of having God's
Word clearly speak through their eyes into their minds and hearts; and, third, but so
important was the guidance, encouragement, teaching, and insight of my sainted
brother, The Rev. Dr. Daniel H. Pokorny, without whom this work could never have
been accomplished!  As his Vicar, I realized his respect for ASL as a true language and
could learn while watching this master work so skillfully with that language.

It is this same respect that demands that basic sign language structure rule this
Lectionary gloss.   This is not a "simplified" English version, as those versions are
still English!!  Signs in English order do not, most often, clearly and easily speak into
the understanding of a person whose eyes structured their mind!  Laurent Clerc
observed this same truth with regard to French and the French Sign Language (Laurent
Clerc - The Story of His Early Years by Cathryn Carroll).  Additionally, do not
understand the "words" used in this gloss as English words in any way but understand
them as Sign Names.

It is an accepted fact that different people will want to sign some concepts in
a different order or by choosing a different sign.  It is also true that many signers will
choose different sign names for the same sign.  I made every attempt to present a sign
version that is as true as possible to the Bible's original concept and meaning, so when
signed, that same concept is understood by the sign receivers, the deaf people.  In the
decision for the sign order or for which sign to use, I followed a process as outlined
by Martin Luther in What Luther Says, first quoting #319:

"What purpose does it serve unnecessarily to abide by the words so
rigidly and strictly that people can get no sense out of them?  Whoever
would speak German must not use Hebrew idioms; but if he understands the
Hebrew writer, he must see to it that he grasps his meaning and must think:
now let me see.  how does a German speak in this case?  When he has the
German words that serve the purpose, then let him dismiss the Hebrew
words and freely express the sense in the best German he is capable of
using" (emphasis added).1

and secondly quoting #324:

"We must not, as these jackasses do, ask the Latin letters how to speak
German; but we must ask the mother in the home, the children on the street,
the common man in the market place, how this is done.  Their lips we must
watch to see how they speak, and then we must translate accordingly. 
Then they will understand us and notice that we are taking German with
them" (emphasis added).2

To see the parallel in the recent quote, substitute "English speakers" for "Latin
letters", and substitute "Sign Language" for "German".

1
Plass, Ewald M., Compiler, What Luther Says: An Anthology, Volume 1 (St. Louis, Missouri:

Concordia Publishing House, 1959) pages 105-106.
2
ibid, page 107.
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Therefore, do not understand this Lectionary version as the only possible sign
order or as the only possible interpretation or as the only possible way that someone
can sign a concept, but understand that I made every attempt to put forth an
interpretation which, when someone signs it, the deaf people "will understand and
notice that we are taking sign with them."

You would properly call many parts of this Lectionary, especially the Old
Testament lessons, an adaptation of English.  I compared many versions in making this
Sign gloss.  Though this Editor does not claim to be a Greek or Hebrew scholar, I
translated the vast majority of the New Testament lessons from the Greek New
Testament.  Interestingly, I found that the Sign order often followed the order found
in the Greek, certainly more often than English ever does!  At times, I had to change
the standard verse order when glossed into Sign so the concept would clearly sign
the intended meaning.  Also, for clarity, I had to repeat some sections from earlier
verses or bring some sections forward from later verses.  To alert the signer, I
attempted to try to always place those sections in "[ ]".

There are three separate English voice volumes (two, four, and six) that
accompany the gloss tests.  While the gloss is signed, another person can voice as
necessary.  If no voice person is available, I assume then that no English voice is
needed!  You should never use the voice English text as a Sign text but only as a
reverse interpretation of the Signed version.  I did not attempt to maintain a good sign
order when I wrote this reverse interpretation nor did I make sure to omit all the
deadly passives from that version.  I did, however, make every attempt to also present
a Scripturally correct reverse interpretation of the Signed version, catching and
omitting as many passives as I could.

Finally, if you encounter any of my unintentional omissions, I would appreciate
it if you would bring them to my attention.  Additionally, if you have any improvements
in the sign order or choice of signs which could improve the sign clarity of any verse
or any improvements for a better English rendering in the reverse translation, I would
appreciate receiving those and I will consider them in later editions.  The three ring
binder format will make updates a very simple process.

In addition to Pastor Pokorny and my family, many Seminary students and many
brother Pastors aided in this endeavor by their helpful suggestions.  I have a great
appreciation in my heart for the patience and endurance of the members of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church for the Deaf, St. Louis, MO., who field tested the translations over
many, many years and helped put together the finished books.

It has been my experience over these many years that God's Word has become a
word that the deaf can finally see.  Even though the English language will continue
as a second language for most of the deaf, God's Word, when someone clearly
translates it into sign, is the same powerful and clear word that can also speak to
hearts that sign!  "On that day the deaf will hear the words written in a scroll"
(Isaiah 29:18a)!  It is my prayer that His Word will speak clearly to many more hearts
and change their lives into lives that follow, worship, and serve Jesus!

Pastor Richard A. Moody     
St. Louis, Missouri     

May 1, 1996     

This current version has the new DSRV Fonts incorporated which allow people
to edit the lessons, etc.  The old picture files did not allow for that.  Also in this
version, various colors are used (red for negative statements; blue for question
statements; green for notes inserted in the lessons. See page ?).  Note the latest
revised dates of the saved files and the color, etc., using the new Fonts are available
in all files after July31, 2015.   Before using any of the new files, it is important that
you first download the: : DSRV Fonts and install them, and second, download read and
understand the Editing Notes:  PDF  WP.  Those first steps are very important or many
strange characters will appear in the page you see!! July 29, 2015     
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 2:1-5

1.   in a great vision, isaiah saw judah and jerusalem!  isaiah's father was

named amoz.  now the vision:

2.   "in a future day it will happen that the lord will establish his mountain

as his temple, an important mountain exalted over other mountains and

hills!  yes, the people from every country will gather to it!

3.   "many people will come saying: "come!  yes, come on!  we can go up to

the lord's mountain!  come on!  we can enter that house and worship

god, the same god jacob worshiped!  he will teach us to do his will for

our lives enabling us to walk his way!  the announced law will spread

from zion.  yes, the lord's announced word will spread from jerusalem!

4.   "he will judge disagreements between countries and peoples and will

judge their arguments.  he will solve the problems.  they will lay down

their swords and hammer them to make plows.  they will lay down their

spears and hammer them to make tree trimming shears!  countries won't

war with the sword against other countries!  no, from then on, war

will be taught no more!

5.    "jacob's family:  come on!   we can walk in the shining light of the lord! 

wow!  come on!"
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the second lesson is romans 13:11-14

love your neighbor just as you love yourself!

11.  now the right action for you is to awake from your sleep.  yes, the time

and hour are now, and, because you have faith, he will soon save us!

12.  the night time is almost finished, and yes, the day time will soon begin! 

therefore, throw away the sinful action in you that serves darkness. 

put on his light that will cover and protect you !

13.  walk, [ live ], agreeing with his light's [ way of life ], not agreeing with

the life that involves group sex pleasures or drunkenness or

intercourse with various partners or the lust of pleasure.  no, don't

allow arguments or jealous actions!

14.  don't plan about how to satisfy the evil lusts of the sinful body, but

put on the lord jesus christ!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 24:37-44

jesus continued to inform them of the end of the world... 

37.  "in the future, the son of man [ jesus ] will again come and appear. 

when it happens here, [ the people will be doing things ] just as long

ago in noah's day...

38.  "[ the actions of people ] will be same, yes!  before the flood came,

people eat, drank, married, and allowed their daughters to marry,

until the day noah entered the ark boat.

39.  "that day they didn't know until the flood came and took them all

away.  they were gone [ and it was too late ] !   people will be doing

those same things on the day when the son of man [ jesus ] comes and

appears again!

40.  "two men are working in a farm area... [ jesus will come and ] one is

taken and thrown away.  the other one is left.

41.  "two women are working at a mill grinder... [ jesus will come and ] one

is taken and thrown away.  the other one is left.

42.  "therefore, watch!  for you don't know the [ future ] day when the lord

will come and appear again!

43.  "if that house owner knew that thief was planning to come at night,

that thief would not be able to come, force open that man's house and

steal his things.  no, the house owner would not allow him but would

watch and prevent him... you know this, right?

44.  "so also you always be ready, [ always ], because you won't be

expecting it when the hour arrives for the son of man, [ jesus, ] to

come and appear again!  [ therefore, always be ready ! ]"
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 11:1-10

1.   from the stump left of that tree [ that was chopped down ], that tree

of the family of jesse... yes, from that grows a branch that will have 

2.   fruit...   the lord's spirit will be on him.  he will have the spirit of wisdom

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and power, the spirit of

knowledge and respect for the lord.  that is the spirit he will have!

3.   his pleasure is always to live showing honor for the lord!  he won't

judge according to what his eyes see nor according to what his ears 

4.   hear, but he will judge with righteousness.  yes, with that he will judge

the poor and his fair decisions will rightly support the weak over all

the earth!  with the sword of his mouth, he strike the earth and his

breath will kill those evil people!

5.   his righteousness is as a belt about his waist!  his faithfulness is as a

king's sash he wears!

6.   the wolf and lamb will live together.  the young goat and leopard will

lie down together!  those three: that baby cow, that young lion and

that 1 year old calf, yes, that little child can lead those three. 

7.   the cow and bear will eat together.  the baby cow and the baby bear

will lie down together!  the lion will eat hay as the cow eats.

8.   those two, the young baby who continues to eat breast milk and

another child who recently quit eating breast milk... those two can

play near the door of the cobra snake's home.  that home is a hole in

the ground!   a child is able to reach his hand into the home of the

poisonous snake and it won't hurt him!

9.   the people can live on my holy mountain.  that won't hurt them nor

destroy them at all!  the knowledge of the lord will spread over all

the earth.  yes, as water fills the sea is as his knowledge will spread!

10.  on a future day, the root of the family of jesse will be as a flag for

his people to see.  other peoples will see that and gather to him.  they

will rest there in his glorious place of rest.  yes, they will rest there!
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the second lesson is romans 15:4-13

4.   in the book are written the things that can teach us so we can

continue in patience.  the things written encourage us so we can have

hope!

5.   he is the god who is truly patient and who is true comfort!  god can

give you one united mind that agrees with jesus christ.  it is a unity of

one mind that you can have among yourselves

6.   so, with your one united heart, your proclamation can glorify him who

is the god and father of our lord jesus christ!

7.   therefore, accept one another as christ accepted you.  yes, you have

become those who can now enter god's glory!

8.   why?  i will now tell you... christ became a servant, serving the jewish

people.  this happened so god's truth would succeed.  yes, this same

truth is as he promised to our many fore fathers.

9.   also [ christ ] served the other nations so god could show mercy on

them and they could glorify god.  this is just as the writing in the book

says: "therefore, i will proclaim his information among the other

nations and i will sing his name in praise and worship!"

10.  again god says: "other nations together with his people will rejoice in

celebration!"

11.  and again [ he says ]: "all other nations of people, [ all of them ], will

praise the lord!  yes, all people, [ all of them ], will praise and bow in

worship of him!"

12.  again isaiah says: "that root of the family of jesse will grow again and

he will rule the other nations.  their hope will depend upon him!"

13.  now god is true hope!  faith in you will inspire joy and peace so that

you will have great hope.  yes, this hope depends on the holy spirit's

power in you!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 3:1-12

1.   on a future day, john the baptizer traveled and came into the dry area

of judea.  there he proclaimed saying:

2.   "the kingdom of heaven is near!  yes, you must now push away your sin

3.   and turn to attend god!"  long ago, the prophet named isaiah said that

he, [ john ] would come.  [ isaiah said ]:  "one voice calls in the dry area

saying: 'prepare ready the lord's way.  yes, you must make straight

paths upon which he can come and walk!'"

4.   now john himself had clothes that were made from camel hair and

around his waist was a leather belt.  he ate locust bugs and wild 

6b.  flower honey for food.  he stood in the river jordan and

5.   the people gathered to him.  they came from jerusalem, from the area of

judea and from the area around the river jordan.  they gathered to him

6a.  and, when they finished confessing their sins, he baptized them.

7.   many people who belonged to the group called the pharisees and to the

other group called the sadducees also came to john.  when he saw

them, he said to them: "you are snake children.  who warned you so you

could escape from that future judgement of wrath against you?  who

warned you?

8.   "you must push away your sins and turn to attend god.  from now on,

you must follow and live that way, yes, [ god's ] way of life!

9.   "don't think in your heart saying:  'abraham is our father!'  oh no!  for i

tell you that from these rocks here, god can grow children for 

10.  "abraham!  yes, the axe is ready, lying at the root of the trees!    [ god ]

will observe the fruit of each tree.  he will chop down that tree that

grows fruit that is no good.  he will take that tree and throw it into 

11.  "the fire!  yes, you pushed sin away, turning to attend god, and i

baptized you with water.  but later one will come.  truly he is the

stronger one!  his shoes i am not worthy to carry in any way!  he will

baptize you with the holy spirit and with fire!

12.  "he holds the wheat rake ready in his hand!  he will perfectly clean the

area where the good wheat part is separated from the bad parts.  he

will gather the wheat that belongs to him, saving it in his barn.  he

will burn the parts that are no good.  that fire is a fire that

continues burning and will never go out!"
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THE  THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 35:1-10

1.   the desert area and the soil area are two no good areas.  they will

rejoice because god's people will live there!  the desert area will

rejoice, blooming with flowers.

2.   yes, it will grow and bloom and there will be rejoicing, singing and

celebration there!  yes, god will give the glory of the country of

lebanon to [ his people ] there in that desert place.  also god will give

them the beautiful green good areas of carmel and sharon!  all people

will see the wonderful, beautiful glory of our god.  yes, all will see 

3.   him succeed!  he will strengthen weak hands and his power will support

those very weak legs!

4.   tell those who have fear in their hearts: "don't fear!  oh no, fear

nothing at all!  have courage in your heart!  your god will come and

will bring revenge, his punishment against those others.  he also will

come and save you!"

5.   he will open the eyes of blind people to see again!  he will open the ears

of deaf people to hear again!

6.  crippled people will jump as a deer can jump!  the tongues of people who

can't talk will sing!  water will burst forth in the desert area and

flow as a river.  yes, water will flow in the dry area as rivers!

7.   the parched hard ground will become a lake of water.  water will

bubble up and flow from the thirsty ground.  each nest home for the

jackals will have plenty of grass, yes, water grass and trees.

8.   notice a road in that same area, a black topped road!  it's name is "the

holy road".  unholy people can't walk there!  no, but other people can! 

the world will notice someone walking there and think: "that fool!" 

but the one walking there is not astray... oh no!

9.   no lion will be there!  you will see no wild fierce animal near that

way... no, none!  only his redeemed people can walk that way!

10.  yes, his saved people can again go and enter zion with singing!   their

crown on their heads will be eternal joy!  sorrow and depression will

flee away!  there [ in zion ] they will receive joy and celebration!  yes,

great celebration!
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the second lesson is james 5:7-10

7.   therefore, brothers [ and sisters ], jesus will come again!  until then,

you must be patient!  consider the precious food of the earth...how does

it happen?  well first that farmer sows the seed.  he then awaits the

autumn rains that sprout the seeds.  his patience continues until the

spring rains grow the seed so the harvest can finally happen!

8.   so also, in your hearts, your patience must continue.  yes, patience

continuing strong because jesus will soon come again!  it's true!

9.   brothers [ and sisters ], don't complain against one another!  oh no, for

behold that judge stands near that door and he will judge you... he

will!

10.  now understand that the prophets rightly proclaimed the name of the

lord and they continue patient even though they suffered terribly. 

brothers [ and sisters ], now you copy their lives and live as they did!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 11:2-11

2.   now, while john the [ baptizer ] was in jail, he heard about the works

and actions of christ.  he sent his followers to [ jesus ] and

3.   he said: "we expect that in the future one is to come... are you him or

later will another one come... which is it?"

4a.  jesus answered saying: "the things you hear and see:

5.   "blind people can see again; crippled people can walk again; people with

skin sicknesses are well and clean;  deaf people can hear again.  dead

people rise to life again;  i inform good news to the poor;

6.   "and truly blessed are those who don't reject me!

4b.  "[ now ], you go and inform john!"

7.   as they were leaving, he said to the great crowd of people:  "consider

john [the baptizer]... why did you travel there into the desert area? 

what did you come to see... what?  did you want to see one like a plant

that the wind blows back and forth?  [ oh no ]...

8.   "but what did you go to see?  that man dressed in soft clothes?  [ again

no ! ]  for notice that the people who dress in soft clothes live in the

houses of kings!

9.   so why did you go [ into the desert area ]?  you wanted to see that

prophet!  i tell you that he is a prophet and even more important than

that!  yes,

10.  "for the scriptures spoke about that one saying: 'before you come, first

i will send my announcer as a trumpeter.  he will prepare the way you

will go!'

11.  "truly i tell you if you compare all the people born of woman up until

now you will find not one greater than john!   but from now on, the

newest most recent one entering the kingdom of heaven is the greater

compared to john.  yes, that one truly is greater!"
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 7:10-14 [ 15-171 ]

10.  the lord told the [ man ] named ahaz:

11. "i, the lord your god, will show you proof!  ask me whatever you want

me to do... some deep thing or some thing in the sky... and i will do it!"

12.  but ahaz said:  "oh no!  i will ask for nothing!  i refuse to test the lord

god!"

13.  then the [ prophet isaiah ] said: "you people of the family of david...

attend what i say!  you tire the patience of people and that's enough!! 

but oh no!  now you tire the patience of my god also!

14.  "therefore the lord himself will show you that sign.  that virgin will

become pregnant and will give birth to a son.  she will name him

immanuel!"

[15.  "and when he grows up old enough to know the difference of right

from wrong, then he will reject the wrong and choose the right.  he

will eat milk cheese and honey.

16.  "now understand... while he is still a boy, not yet old enough to reject

the wrong and choose the right... i will destroy that country ruled by

those two kings, yes, that country that you fear.

17.  "and from then until he arrives the lord will give a time of terrible

suffering to your father's family.  yes, it will be a terrible time that

has no comparison since ephraim separated from judah.  god will bring

the king of assyria against you here, wow! ]

1
verses 15-17 are optional
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the second lesson is romans  1:1-7

1.   i, paul, am a slave serving christ jesus who called me as a disciple.  he

chose me to announce his good news for the rest of my life's work. 

2.   this good news is the exact same good news written in the holy book

which long ago his prophets promised would happen.

3.   [ the prophets ] said that, his son, born in the flesh would be a

descendant of the family of david;

4.   also, we clearly saw him as god's true son, when he died and with

power rose again.  he is jesus christ, our lord!  yes, of this the holy

spirit clearly informs us!

5.   we trust jesus and receive grace.  in faith, we obey and follow him,

going to other peoples, informing them of his name!

6.   and you also are called by jesus christ [ to serve his name ].

7.   i send [ this letter ] to you who live in the city of rome, you whom he

calls holy!  god our father and the lord jesus christ give you grace

and peace!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 1:18-25

18.  the story of the birth of jesus christ happened this way:  mary, jesus'

mother, and joseph had promised to marry each other in the future. 

they had not yet been to bed together and had sex, but she was

pregnant.  the baby in her was caused by the holy spirit and she became

pregnant.

19.  now joseph was a righteous man and didn't want people to shame her. 

he decided to secretly dissolve the relationship and divorce her!

20.  as he continued to think on these things, an angel appeared in his dream

and said: "joseph, son of [ king ] david, don't be afraid!  you can accept

mary for your wife.  for the baby in her was caused by the holy spirit

and she became pregnant!

21.  "she will give birth to a son and you must name him jesus for he will

take away the sins of his people, saving them!

22.  "this all happened so the word of the lord could now happen true! 

long ago the prophet said:

23.  "'notice that a virgin will have a [ baby ] in her womb, will give birth to

a son and they will give him the name: immanuel which means god with

us.'"

24.  now joseph woke up.  he obeyed and followed the lord's word spoken

by the angel.  he accepted mary into his home as his wife,

25.  but until her son was born, he had no intercourse with her.  and yes, he

named him jesus.
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CHRISTMAS EVE - THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD JESUS
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 9:2-7

2.   the people walking in darkness have seen a great light... a light has

dawned on those people now living in the land under the shadow of

death.

3.    you have enlarged the nation, adding more people to your people.  you

have increased their joy... they rejoice!  wow, they rejoice before you

as people rejoice at the harvest...

4.   yes, as men rejoice when dividing the plunders of war.  as in the days

when you defeated midian, now you have broken the yoke that burdens

them.  yes, you break the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their

oppressor. 

5.   you bring every warrior's shoe used in battle and every garment

covered in blood and you pile them here for burning.  yes, [ as wood

feeds a fire so will ] that pile feed the fire.

6.     the reason?  a child, yes, a child is born to help us...he give us a son...

and the government will be on his shoulders.  and he will be called

wonderful counselor, mighty god, everlasting father, the prince who

brings peace.

7.     his government will continue and never end!   his peace there continues

and will never end.  he will reign on david's throne, ruling over his

kingdom!   from that time when he begins to rule and forever he will

again establish david's throne.  he will support that throne so right

judgements will happen and righteousness will continue.  the zeal of

the lord almighty will accomplish this all.
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the second lesson is titus  2:11-14

11.   for the grace of god appeared in that one able to save all men. 

12.   during this time his grace teaches us to say "no" and "yes."  we say no

to that life that does not follow god; that life hungers to cherish a

worldly life!  to that life we say no !  no !  no !  but during this time we

say yes to follow that self-controlled, right, honest and holy life

following god!  to that life we say  yes !  yes !  yes !

13b.  our exalted, wonderful god and savior, jesus christ, is our hope and

blessed one.  he will gloriously come again!

14a.  yes, he sacrificed himself to save us from our wicked life and now we

belong to god again.  he was able to purify for himself that group to

become his pure people.  yes, we belong to him alone as his own and

13a.  while we wait for him to come again,

14b   we eagerly want to do good!  yes, good!

the holy gospel lesson is luke  2:1-20

1.   it was long ago when caesar augustus commanded that every person

living on the earth must register.

2.   this was the first counting, the first registration and it was during the

time when governor quirinius ruled the area of syria.

3.   all people, every person, had to travel into their own home town to

register.

4.   now joseph lived in the area of galilee, in the town of nazareth.  he

was, however, of the generations of the family of king david whose

home town was bethlehem.  therefore [ joseph ] had to travel to judea

to that town to register.

5.   mary had to travel with him and register because they had promised

each other to marry.  she was already pregnant.

6.   now while they were there in [ bethlehem ], her nine months of

pregnancy were over and the baby was ready to be born.

7.   she gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in torn cloth and laid him in

a hay place [ where cattle eat ]  because  [ the inn, the hotel was full ].

yes,  in the inn there were no empty rooms at all.
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8.     now shepherds lived in the same area of [ judea ], not living in houses

but living outside.  they watched and protected their flocks of sheep 

9.     all night.  now the angel of the lord came and the lord's bright glory

shone on them, surprising and terrifying them.

10.   the angel said them: "don't fear at all!  oh no, for i inform you words

about the greatest joy which will spread to inspire all people!  yes,

11.   "your savior is born there in [ king ] david's family town.  he is christ 

12.   "the lord!  you can see proof!  you can go and find a baby wrapped in

torn cloth and lying in the hay place where [ cattle eat ]."

13.   suddenly many angels appeared there with that angel.  yes, there was

like a heavenly army of angels praising god and saying:

14.   "glory!  great glory to god there in the highest heaven and on earth,

peace for those people in whom god's grace and mercy resides!"

15.   now when the angels left into heaven, the shepherds said to each

other:  "hey!  come on!  we can go together to bethlehem there to see

this thing which the lord himself just now informed us.  come on!"

16.   and they hurried and went.  they found those two, mary and joseph. 

they saw the baby lying in the lay place [ where cattle eat ].

17.   now when they saw this, they informed to all people there, telling

them the same word that the angel had informed to them.  the angel's 

18.   word explained who this baby was!  now the people considered the

truly wonderful words that the shepherds told them!

19.   but mary cherished the recent happening in her heart, considering and

doting upon them... wow!

20.  the shepherds went back to their outside area.  while they went, they

glorified and greatly praised god because of everything they had just

heard and seen.  it all was just as the angel had told them!

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD — CHRISTMAS DAWN
(see Series B — pages 11-13)

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD — CHRISTMAS DAY
(see Series C — pages 11-13)
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 63:7-9

7.   i want to proclaim the lord's kindness. yes, i will praise him because of

all his kindness towards us!   he blessed the family of israel with his

great goodness and with his many kind actions, yes, showing mercy and

kindness!

8.   he said: "they are truly my people and not hypocrite, two-faced liars!" 

therefore, he became their savior!

9.   he accepted all the burdens that persecuted them and they all became

his burdens   the presence of the lord's messenger truly saved them! 

the love and mercy in him saved them as [ people ] to belong to him

again!  he supported them all the days of their lives and yes, he has

carried them...  wow!

the second lesson is galatians 4:4-7

4.   but when the exact right time had arrived, god sent his son here.  a

pregnant woman gave birth to him.  he was born a slave of the law,

5.   so he could save all people who are also slaves of the law.  yes, he

saved them to belong to him again!  therefore, we could become sons

[ and daughters ] in his family with the rights that sons [ and

daughters ] have!

6.   as his true sons and [ daughters ], he sent the spirit of his son into our

hearts.  from there his spirit calls out saying: "you are my father, a

father that greatly loves me!"

7.   from now on you are not slaves [ of the law ], but [ you are his ] sons

[ and daughters ].  therefore, the future inheritance you will receive is

the inheritance that god gives to each son [ and daughter ]... yes, that

is the inheritance you will receive!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

13.  now after the wise men left, the lord's angel appeared to joseph in a

dream.  in the vision he said: "stand up and bring with you the child

[ jesus ] and his mother.  escape into the country of egypt and stay

there until i tell you because herod will seek out the child to kill him!"

14.  now, during the night, he stood up.   he brought with him the child

[ jesus ]  and his mother and they left, going into the country of egypt.

15.  they stayed there until herod died.  therefore the saying of the

prophet truly happened!  long ago the lord said: "i will call my son out

from egypt!"

....

19.  now herod had died.  now the lord's angel appeared to joseph in a

dream.  in the vision he

20.  said: "stand up.  bring the child [ jesus ]  and his mother with you and go

back into the country of israel.  those that were seeking the life of

the child have died!"

21.  so he rose up and brought the child  [ JESUS ]  AND HIS MOTHER.  THEY WENT

BACK INTO THE COUNTRY OF ISRAEL.

22.  NOW ARCHELAUS RULED THE AREA OF JUDEA, REPLACING HIS FATHER HEROD. 

[ JOSEPH ]  HEARD ABOUT THAT AND SO HE WAS AFRAID TO LIVE IN THE AREA OF

JUDEA.  IN A DREAM THE ANGEL WARNED HIM SO HE LEFT THAT AREA AND WENT INTO

THE AREA OF GALILEE. 

23.  HE ARRIVED AT THE TOWN CALLED NAZARETH TO LIVE THERE.  SO THE PROPHET'S

SAYING NOW HAPPENED TRUE!  [ THE PROPHET HAD SAID ]: "THE PEOPLE WILL SAY

THAT HIS HOME TOWN IS NAZARETH."
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NEW  YEAR'S  EVE
(English to voice while another signs)

first lesson is isaiah 51:1-6

1.   attend me, you that are living a righteous life, yes, you that seek the

lord!  look at that rock from which i carved you and brought you

forth!  look at that rock cliff out of which i chiseled you, bringing you

2.   forth!  look and see abraham, your father.  he was alone when called

him, blessed him and caused him to become many!  and you were all born

3.   from sarah!  the lord himself will comfort the people of zion, he will. 

he will love and be merciful to the city lying there in destruction, yes! 

he will cause the desert area to grow and become eden.  that land

which is no good, will grow into the lord's beautiful, green area. 

there, you will find joy, celebration, thanksgiving, and loud singing.

4.   attend me, you my people, my chosen country!  yes, hey, listen to me!  i

will inform them of the law itself and it will spread out to the peoples. 

my right judgements will shine forth like light!

5.   my righteous actions will quickly come!  my savior will soon arrive!  my

arm will decide and bring righteous judgements, giving [righteous

judgements] to the people!  my arm will come and help those people

living far on islands in the ocean.  yes, they are those who look to me,

waiting with hope for me to help them!

6.   with your eyes, look there above and look there on the earth below...

the heavens will dissolve as smoke!  the earth will become old as old

clothes wear out.  people over all the earth will die as bugs die.  but

people that i save will continue forever... yes, forever!  and my

righteous actions will never fail, never... oh, yes!

the second lesson is romans 8:31-39

31.  therefore, what can we answer, what?  suppose it is god who supports

us!  who can be against us, who?  remember that he did not hold his 

32.  only son safe to himself, oh no, but sacrificed him.  this the [ father ] did

to save us all!  therefore, with him, the [ father ] can give us all the

things that his grace gives, wow!
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33.  yes, you are god's chosen ones whom god judges as truly righteous! 

therefore, who can blame us, who can?

34.  christ jesus was the one who died!  and, very importantly, the one

whom the [ father ] raised up again!  he is also the one who is seated at

the right hand of god and who prays for us!  therefore, who else can 

36.  judge us guilty... who else could?...  as it has already been written in

the book saying: "all day, death is against us because your name

belongs to us!   we are like sheep that are now ready to be killed!"

35.  who can separate us from christ's love... what can?  can a rough life

or worry or persecution or hunger or nakedness or danger or sword? 

37.  no, but by the one who came to us, who loved us, through him we can

defeat all these recent things listed!

38.  i truly know that with christ in us, death can't separate us, nor can

life, nor angels or angel rulers, nor present or future things, nor can

powerful things separate us, they can't,

39.  high things can't nor can low things or any other thing separate us

from christ jesus our lord.  yes, he is god's love in us!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew  1:18-21

18.  the story of the birth of jesus christ happened this way:  mary, jesus'

mother, and joseph had promised to marry each other in the future. 

they had not yet been to bed together and had sex, but she was

pregnant.  the baby in her was caused by the holy spirit and she became

pregnant.

19.  now joseph was a righteous man and didn't want people to shame her. 

he decided to secretly dissolve the relationship and divorce her!

20.  as he continued to think on these things, an angel appeared in his dream

and said: "joseph, son of [ king ] david, don't be afraid!  you can accept

mary for your wife.  for the baby in her was caused by the holy spirit

and she became pregnant!

21.  "she will give birth to a son and you must name him jesus for he will

take away the sins of his people, saving them!"
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NEW YEAR'S DAY
(See Series B, pages 16-17)

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
(See Series C, pages 16 - 18)

EPIPHANY SUNDAY
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 60:1-6

1.   your light comes, yes, wake up!  shine!  the glory of the lord rises to

shine on you!

2.   see!  darkness covers the earth, terrible darkness covers the people

all over the earth...  yes and just as the sun rises. so also will the

lord shine on them.  his glory will appear over you... wow!

3.   countries will see your great light and come here!  your bright sun rise

will draw kings here!

4.   look with your eyes!  all those peoples gather to be with you here! 

your many sons who are far off, will come back.  your many daughters

will be brought back, people carrying them in their arms.

5.   you will look and see your own brilliant shinning!  yes, your heart will

beat in you with the joy that fills you... wow!  boats will bring you

riches from far across the seas.  wow!  they will bring the riches of

other countries to you!

6.   there will be many camels all over your land... yes, young camels from

the countries of midian and ephah will be here!  camels from the

country of sheba will all come and bring gold and incense.  they will

come proclaiming the lord's praise!

the second lesson is ephesians 3:2-12

3a.  that thing has been god's profound hidden thing which he has now

informed and shown to me.

2.   god's grace has given me the responsibility to care for this thing until i

can bring it to you and inform you.
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3b.   i explained about this a little bit in my recent letter.

4.    i have a profound clear understanding about this deep hidden thing of

christ.  in your reading of this letter, you will also understand it!

5.    the [spirit] informed and showed this thing to those chosen, sent

followers and also to his preachers.  yes, the spirit now has clearly

informed and showed them this thing, but the generations of the

children of people from long ago did not receive the same clear

information... no!

6.    this profound hidden thing which i now inform to you is that those

groups of other peoples receive the same inheritance as does israel...

they are all members of the one same body... they have the same promise

of christ in them!  how does it happen that they are included?  god's

good story that is informed causes this to happen!

7.    i have become a servant of his good story!  it was god's grace gift in

me through which i because this servant!  yes, god's powerful action

caused it to happen in me!

8.    i am the lowest one of all god's people.  his grace enabled me to inform

and preach to these other people groups.  yes, it is about christ's

profound riches, profound indeed that i can inform and preach!

9.    in god, the maker of all things, has been hidden this eternal profound

thing and [his grace enabled me] to clearly inform this into your

understanding.

11.   now god's eternal goal was accomplished in what our lord jesus

christ did!

10.   therefore, his church could prove the tremendous wisdom of god.  his

church could show that wisdom to those rulers and authorities in the

spiritual area so they could see [his wisdom].

12.   now with him in us we are bold and can enter [heaven].  with him, the

true faith in us, we have true confidence!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 2:1-12

1.   now it happened long ago while herod was king, ruling the area of

judea and bethlehem.  before that, [mary] had already given birth to

jesus.  those wise men, who lived in the east, had traveled very far and

they now arrived, entering jerusalem first.

2.   they said: "hey!  where is the jewish king born... where?  we saw his star

that appeared in the east and we have traveled very far to come here

and worship him."

3.   king herod heard their words.  their words upset and worried him and

all the people of jerusalem with him.  

4.   he summoned the chief priests and writers of the book to gather for a

meeting.  he questioned them about where christ would be born.

5.   they told him:  "he will be born there, bethlehem in the area of judea. 

notice that the prophet already said this word in the book:

6.   "'you, bethlehem in the land of judea... no, you are not last among the

governing towns of judea!  truly, one will come from your people.  yes,

he will govern my people israel, shepherding them, he will!'"

7.   now herod secretly summoned the wise men to find out exactly when

the 

8.   star appeared.  he sent them to go into bethlehem and said: "go,

question those people about the exact information that they know of

this boy child.   when you find that boy child, come back and tell me so i

can go and worship him."

9a.  now they listened to the word of the king.  they obeyed and went. 

now that star, the same as they saw in the eastern [country], appeared

10.  again.  when they saw that star, they rejoiced with great joy!

9b.  it moved, leading them.  yes, they followed it until it stopped above 

11.  [that+house] where the boy child lived.  they entered that house.  they

saw that boy child [jesus] with mary his mother.  they bowed to the

ground and worshiped him.  they brought in their treasure gifts.  they

opened them and offered him gold, frankincense, and myrrh [perfume].

12.  a dream warned them not to go back to herod.  they could go another

way to arrive in their home country again.  so they went back home

that other way.
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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 42:1-7

5.   the lord god himself is there in heaven...  now watch what he does.  he is

the one who spread out the expanse of the heavens!  he put the earth

itself there having fish, animals and every growing thing!  he gives

breath and spirit to the people walking over all the earth!  it is he who

says:

1.   "notice!  he is my servant!  i support him!  he is my chosen one!  he is my

great pleasure!   i have put my spirit upon him.  he will give fair and

right judgements to all people!

2.   "as he goes in the streets, he will not call out with a loud voice at all. 

3.   "the weakly growing stem he will never break!  and that weakly

burning flame of a candle, he will never put out!  he will always act

faithfully, bringing fair and right judgements to people!

4.   "he won't ever give up!  he will never waver, continuing until finally he

has established right and fair judgements all over the earth!"  

5.   this is as the lord says.

6.   and the lord continues:  "i, the righteous lord call you in

righteousness!  i will hold your hand, supporting you!  you become my

promise which i give to all people...a light shinning on all other people

groups!

7.   "he will open blind eyes so they can see again!  he will save those bound

people.  and those who sit in terrible dark jails, yes, he will lead to

freedom!"
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the second lesson is acts 10:34-38

34.  and peter opened his mouth and said: "i understand his truth:  god

doesn't consider one person better, oh no!

35.  "and god will accept each one, from what ever home country.  yes, god

will accept each and everyone honoring him and doing righteous

things.

36.  "he sent his word to the people of israel informing them that those who

have jesus christ in their hearts can have peace.  yes, jesus is truly

the lord of all!

37a. "you know what recently happened, beginning in galilee and then the

news spread all over judea... remember that john [the baptizer]

proclaimed baptism, and then

38a.  "jesus, whose home town was nazareth, came

37b.  "and john baptized him.

38b.  "god anointed him with the holy spirit and with power.  because god

was truly with him, he traveled all around doing good, healing those

whom the devil oppressed and controlled."

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 3:13-17

13.  jesus recently came from the area of galilee, entering into the area of

the river jordan so john could baptize him.

14.  john tried to put him off saying: "i need you to baptize me, but you come

to me to baptize you?"

15.  jesus answered saying: "[you baptize me.]  yes, allow this to happen.  we

do this so the necessary righteousness will succeed, fulfilled in our

action!"  then john allow it.

16.  now there was water there and john baptized him.  jesus came up from

the water and heaven opened...  god's spirit came down upon him like a

dove, a bird flying down on him.  [john] watched it happen.

17.  now a voice from heaven said:  "he is my son that i love!  he truly is my

pleasure!"
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 49:1-6

1.   you people living on the islands... pay attention!  you people living in

far away countries... hear me!   the lord called me already and was

not yet born!  ever since then the lord has said my name.

2.   he made my mouth like a sharp sword and he hid me under his hand.  he

succeeded in making me, a perfect sharp shining arrow that he kept in

his arrow bag.  he cared for me and kept me safe there!

3.   he told me: "you are truly israel, my servant!  you will shine with my

glory, yes!"

4.   but i answered: "my hard work succeeds in nothing!  my strength is gone

and what's left is empty, yes, is nothing at all!  but no matter, the prize

that i earned is held in the lord's hand!  my profit is with my god,

reserved there!"

5.   now the lord said: "the lord made my body in the womb of my mother so i

could be his servant.  what could i do?  i could lead jacob to him again. 

Yes, i could gather israel as his group again!  the lord's eye will watch

me and he will honor me!  my god is truly my strength!"

6.   he (the father) told me: "you are truly my servant!  you will succeed in

leading jacob to me.  you will succeed in gathering israel as my people

again!  but another important thing that you will do is to shine as a

light upon other people.  you will bring my salvation work and it will

succeed all over the earth, yes!
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the second lesson is 1 corinthians 1:1-9

1.   i, paul, am a follower of jesus christ as god's will summoned me.  here

with me is sosthenes, our brother.

2.   [i write this letter] and send it to god's church existing in the town of

corinth.  he called you and with christ jesus in you, you have become

holy, his people.  you are together with all those in every place in

whom faith depends upon the name of our lord jesus christ.  he is their

lord and ours!

3.   god our father and the lord jesus christ... his grace and peace in you!

4.   [paul is speaking...]  as my mind dotes upon you, i always continue to

thank god because of god's grace in you.  yes, it is his grace given in

christ jesus in you!

5.   him in you improves everything... your speaking improves and your

knowledge improves!   yes, everything improves

6.   just as your actions announce christ's word.

7.   while we eagerly await our lord jesus christ to come again, you will

have every spiritual gift you need.

8.   and until the last day, he will support you.  finally, on the day that

our lord jesus [christ] comes, he will find you holy with no guilt at all!

9.   yes, as god calls you, god's faith in you enables you to enter into

fellowship with christ jesus, his son, our lord.   yes, we enter into

fellowship with him, wow!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 1:29-41

before, john had already baptized jesus and now it is 

29.  the next day when john saw jesus coming.  john said: "notice, the lamb

of god.  yes, he will take away all the sin of the world, he will!

30.  "that man is the one i told you about... i said: 'later he would come, but

first i came here.  but he truly has been from long ago and he must

become of great importance!'

31.  "i didn't know him, but i came to baptize people with water so the people

of israel would see and know him!"

32.  yes, john as a witness proclaimed saying:  "i watched heaven open and

the spirit come upon him as a dove and remain on him!

33.  "i didn't know him myself but the same one who sent me to baptize people

with water told me: 'later, as you watch, the spirit will come and

stay on one [man]... that one will baptize people with the holy spirit!

34.  "i, as a witness, saw it happen!  yes, i proclaim that he is truly god's son

who has come here!"

35.  the following day, john stood there again.  with him stood two of his 

36.  disciples.   he watched as jesus walked past and he said: "that one is

the lamb of god, his true lamb!"

37.  those two of his followers heard him say that and they followed

jesus.

38.  jesus looked over his shoulder and saw them coming.  he asked them:

"what are you two searching for... what?"  they said: "rabbi," (which

interpreted means teacher), "[rabbi], where do you sleep?"

39.  he said: "come and you will see."  it was around four in the afternoon. 

those two went and saw his place.  they stayed until the day was

over.

40a. andrew was one of the two who before had heard john's word and

followed jesus.

41a. now andrew was with jesus and 

40b.  remember that his brother was simon peter.

41b.  when he finish there with jesus, right away he went and found simon,

his brother.  he told him: "we have found the messiah" (which

interpreted means christ).
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah  9:1-4

1.  those people worry terribly!  but, no matter... from now on they will

not be depressed at all!  long ago he humbled the areas of zebulun and

naphtali.  in the future, however, he will honor that area of galilee

where other people live.  that is the area from the [western] sea all

the way to the river jordan.  yes, he will honor that area!

2.  the people walking in darkness have seen a great light... a light has

dawned on those people now living in the land under the shadow of

death.

3.   you have enlarged the nation, adding more people to your people.  you

have increased their joy... they rejoice!  wow, they rejoice before you

as people rejoice at the harvest...

4.   yes, as men rejoice when dividing the plunders of war.  as in the days

when you defeated midian, now you have broken the yoke that burdens

them.  yes, you break the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their

oppressor. 
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the second lesson is 1 corinthians 1:10-17

10.   just as our lord jesus commanded you, so also i [paul command you]!

brothers  [ and sisters ]... all of you need to agree with each other! 

don't separate into one group against another!  oh no, but unite

together having the same mind and plan!

11.   brothers  [ and sisters ];  among you there are disagreements. i know

this because chloe's people have informed me.  

12.   yes, they told me that among you one says: 'i follow paul!'  another

one says: 'i follow apollos.'  still another one says" 'i follow cephas.' 

and another one says: 'i follow christ!'

13.   is christ like your property so you are able to divide him? ... did people

crucify [me], paul, to save you?  no!  neither did paul baptize you into

paul's name!

14.   for i baptized none of you except i did baptize those two, crispus and

gaius.  so i thank god!

16.   oh yes, i baptized the family of stephanas but i can't remember baptizing

any others!

15.   [ yes, i thank god, ] because no one can say i baptized them into my name.

17.   oh no, for christ sent me here, not to baptized people but to proclaim

his news, the good story of jesus.  he sent me here to proclaim the

powerful word of jesus' cross.  i do this not using the wise worldly

words of people.  world wise words can't proclaim that powerful

word of the cross!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 4:12-23

jesus was now there in that dry area.  recently the devil had tempted

him there.

12.  people had just arrested john the baptizer and put him in jail.  when

jesus heard that this had happened, he left [ the desert ], traveling to 

13.  the area of galilee.  he did not, however, go to live in his home town of

nazareth.  he left that town and went to the town of capernaum, near

the sea, in the area of zebulun and the area of naphtali.  

14.  now his home would be there so the prophet isaiah's words written in

the book could now succeed and happen exactly...  

15.  the prophet isaiah had said: "that area of zebulun; that area of

naphtali, the way from the sea to the river of jordan there; [ the

area ] also called the galilee where other peoples live...

16.  "those people who have been sitting in darkness, they have now seen a

wonderful light!  wow, that light rises and shines upon those people

sitting there under the cover of death!"   now jesus began

17.  and from then on [continued to proclaim], saying:  "the kingdom of

heaven is near.  you must push sin away and turn to attend god, yes!"

18.  now, as [jesus] walked there on the shore of the sea of galilee, he saw

those two brothers.  one's name was simon, who was also called

peter. the other one was andrew, his brother.  they worked with nets

to catch fish.  they were now casting the net into the sea.

19.  he told them:  "come, follow me, and i will cause you two to be able to

draw in people, yes, just as you have drawn in fish!"

20.  those two quickly dropped their nets, came and followed him.

21.  he continued on and saw those two other brothers, one being james,

whose father was zebedee, and the other his brother, john.  they were

with their father, zebedee, in a boat, sewing their nets.  he called them.

22.  quickly, they left the boat and their father and followed him.

23.  [jesus] traveled all over the area of galilee, teaching in the jewish

churches there.  he proclaimed the good news story of [god's] kingdom

and he healed every bodily sickness and every bodily infirmity among

the all the people.  yes, he healed them all!
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is micah 6:1-8

1.    [ the prophet micah says: ]  "you attend what the lord himself says: 'you

stand!  speak your complaint before those mountains there!  those hills

will listen!'"  [ again the prophet micah says: ]

2.    "the lord has a list of things against his people.  yes, he brings his

charge against israel and those mountains will hear the lord's blame

against them!  also those eternal supports of the earth will listen to

it!"

3.    [ again the lord says: ]  "what have i done against my people?  how

have i burdened them?  you now answer me, you must!

4.    "i brought you here from the country of egypt!  you were slaves in

that country and i saved you!  i sent moses to you for your leader! 

also [i sent] aaron and miriam!

5.    "remember king balak who ruled the area of moab... [ remember ] balaam,

beor's son...  [ remember how ] balak counselled you and [remember

balaam's] answer?    yes, you, my people, [ must remember ]!  also

remember your past travels from shittim to gilgal... remember that

then you will know and remember the lord's righteous action!"

6.    [ israel answered ]: "what gift can i bring before the lord to bow in

worship of the exalted god?  what do i bring?...  is it the offering of

that one year old calf as a burnt offering?...

7.    "what will satisfy the lord to be happy again?  what will?...  if i offer

many thousand rams... [ will that satisfy him ]? ... suppose my offering is

the oil of ten thousand rivers... [is that able to satisfy him]? ...  suppose

that i offer my first born son... will that succeed so he will take away

my sin?  that one is truly the fruit of my body... yes, suppose i offer

him... is god then able to forgive the sin of my soul?"

8.    [ again the prophet micah speaks: ] "the lord has already shown you

that good!  now what is the action that the lord requires of you?  [he

requires] you to do right, to love mercy and to humbly walk with your

god!
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the second lesson is 1 corinthians 1:26-31

26.  now brothers [ and sisters ], consider who you were when god called

you... not many of you were wise as the world understands wisdom...

oh no!  not many of you were important powerful people here nor were

many of you children born into a king's family... oh no!

27.  but god chose you, the foolish things of the world, to shame the wise

ones of the world!  and god chose you, the world's weak things, to

shame the strong things of the world!

28.  and god used the unimportant things of the world... the things the

world hates, the nothing things... god used those to cancel the things

that people say are the real things.  god caused those things to 

29.  accomplish nothing!  therefore no one can boast before god!  no,

30.  for you exist in christ jesus only because of god's action!  our wisdom

is christ.  he is god's wisdom who has come here.  he is our righteous

cover!  he is our holiness!  he is our savior, having paid the debt to god

to buy us as god's friends again!

31.  therefore, it is true as it was written saying:  "you can boast only in

the success of the lord!"
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 5:1-12

1.    now many people gathered to jesus.  when he saw them, he went up the

mountain and sat down.  his disciples came near

2.    and he began his teaching by saying:

3.    "any people who are depressed in spirit are his blessed happy people

because the kingdom of heaven is their kingdom!

4.    "any people who grieve are his blessed happy people because god will

comfort them, he will!

5.    "any people who are gentle and humble are truly his blessed happy

people because they will inherit the earth, they will!

6.    "any people who eagerly thirst and hunger for righteousness are

truly his blessed happy people because god will satisfy them, he will!

7.    "any people who are merciful are truly his blessed happy people

because god will have mercy on them!

8.    "any people who are pure in heart are truly his blessed happy people

because they will see god, they will!

9.    "any people who bring peace to others are truly his blessed happy

people because god will call them his sons [and daughters]!

10.   "any people who follow righteousness and therefore other people

persecute them are truly his blessed happy people for the kingdom of

heaven is their kingdom!

11.   "when, because you love me, other people insult you, persecute you,

and tell evil lies against you... you are truly his blessed happy people. 

12.   "oh yes!  for long ago they persecuted the prophets in the same way as

they now persecute you.  rejoice when this happens and continue happy

because there in heaven is your great profit indeed that you will

receive there... wow!"
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 58:5-9a

5.   "what action do i choose, what?  suppose that man refuses food for

only one day.  then he can humble himself for that one day, bowing his

head like a plant bows its head when the wind blows.  he can dress

himself with funeral clothes and lie down on an ash pile... do you think

that's the meaning of a day of fasting?  do you think that i, the

6.   "lord, will accept that action? [ no ], but i choose that a day of

fasting means that you help save those people unfairly bound with

chains.  yes, you untie the wooden yoke burden across their shoulders

so their oppression is over... you help in lifting that burden.  you take

that wooden pole and break it, thus helping to save them!  and your

fasting

7.   "time?  when you refuse to eat, it means that you help those hungry

people, sharing your food with them... it means that you provide a place

to sleep to that poor traveler who has no place... it means that you

clothe the naked one that you see... it means that you don't ignore the

8.   "needs of your own family, your flesh and blood!  in doing this, your

light glows brighter like the sun at sun rise!  your actions will quickly

heal those people who have needs and the fame of your righteous

actions will spread before you even do anything!  the lord's glory will

9a.  "follow and protect you!  then, when you pray, the lord will answer

you!  when you call saying: "help!! ... he will say: "i am now here !"

the second lesson is 1 corinthians 2:1-5

1.   brothers [ and sisters ]... remember before when i [ paul ] came and

proclaimed god"s word?  i did not come to you as a skilled speaker

2.   having great wisdom.  no, but while among you, i decided only to talk

about that important story of jesus christ.  he is the one whom they

3.   crucified!  yes, i came to you being myself weak, afraid, with great

4.   trembling and i spoke of [ jesus ].  i proclaimed him, not in my own wise

words to convince you.  no, but the holy spirit and his power enabled

you to see that the spirit proved my actions as true...
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5.   this is important so that faith in you depends on the power of god, not

upon the wisdom of people here. [ no, but faith in you depends on god's

power ]!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 5:13-20

13.  "that salt sprinkled on the earth... that salt is you!  now if that the

salt has no salt taste left, what can you do to cause that salt to

taste salty again?  the only thing you can do is throw it where people

walk and it will dissolve into nothing!

14.  "that light to shines on the world... that light is you!   people can't hide

that city that is built on that hill!

15.  "it is like when someone lights a candle.  then what does he do?  he

doesn't put a bowl over it but he sets it on the candle table so it can

shine and all the people in the house can see!  you are just like that

16.  "light!  you shine upon people... they will see your good actions and

they will glorify your father in heaven, praising him.

17.  "why did i, [ jesus, ] come here?  what do you think?  do you think i come

to destroy and cancel that law and the prophets?  oh no!  but i came

to follow and to fulfill them perfectly !

18.  "yes, i truly tell you: while the heavens and earth are here and have

not yet passed away... [ while they are still here ] the smallest

printing of the law, even the dots all around it, will also continue

here.  none will ever be omitted or pass away until god's word

completely succeeds in what it does !

19.  "when someone feels that commandment is insignificant and that it is

not necessary to follow it... and when he also teaches other people [

that it is not necessary to follow it ]... then there in the kingdom of

heaven, his name will be insignificant!  but when another one follows

and does  [ that commandment ] and so teaches other people to follow

it then, yes, great is his name in the kingdom of heaven !

20.  "the priest's and the book writer's lives are very holy !  but your life

must be better !  if your life is no better, then you can never enter

god's kingdom !  yes, it is the truth of which i inform you !



-SERIES A, PAGE 36-

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is deuteronomy 30:15-20

15.  today, notice these two things: life and everything...  and death and

destruction.  today, i,  [ moses ] show both of them to you.

16.  and i command you: "from now on, you love the lord your god, walking

his ways, following and obeying his commandments, rules, and laws. 

then you will live and have many children!  also, the lord your god

will bless you while you live in your country that you will soon enter. 

17.  "but if in your heart you don't obey but someone leads you to turn

astray to worship and bow to false gods, then

18.  "today i truly tell you that god will truly destroy you!  also, because

you worship and bow to those [ false gods ], when you cross over the

river jordan, entering your country, you will not live long in that

country!

19.  "heaven and the earth itself are with me as my witnesses against you! 

today, life and blessing or death and a curse on you...  yes, i have

shown you both of these!  i encourage you to now choose life so you

and your children will live... yes you will!

20.  "attend the voice of the lord your god and with his trust in you, you

can truly love him, the lord.  he truly is your life in you!  then  you

will continue to live in that country you enter for many years!  that

country is the same place god promised that abraham would receive. 

yes, [ it is the same place he promised ] isaac and [ promised ] jacob that

also they would receive it!  [ in that same place you will continue to

live, you will! ]
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the second lesson is 1 corinthians 2:6-13

6.   but among christians we speak of the wisdom that they can understand. 

but that wisdom is not the same wisdom that worldly people have.  oh

no, and it is not the same wisdom that the world leaders share!  that

wisdom comes to nothing at all!

7.   but we proclaim god's secret wisdom which has been hidden since time

began.  understand that before the world was here, god had already

decided that this wisdom would be our glory!

8.   not one of those evil rulers here in the world is able to know that

wisdom.  this is true because it is all about our glorious lord, and, if

they understood [ that..wisdom ], they would have never crucified him!

9.   but just as it is already written in the book saying: "for you who love

him, god prepares that wonderful magnificent place to belong to you. 

truly, no eye itself is able to see that... no ear itself able to hear

that... nor is the heart in people themselves able to come up with

thoughts about that!

10.  "but god alone is able to inform us about that.  yes, it is by his spirit

that he informs us.  truly that spirit searches and knows all things

including the deep things of god.  yes, his spirit knows all of that!

11.  who can know the things that other person know?  only the spirit in

that one can know the things in that person!  it is the same with the

things of god... people in themselves are not able to come up with

thoughts [ able to understand those things of god ].  but god's spirit

alone is able to  [ inform ] that [ understanding ] into them!

12.  we do not have the world's spirit in us.  oh no, but god's spirit comes

into us.  therefore, he will freely give us the things of god.  yes, this

we truly know he will do!

13.  the same things about which we speak are the things we teach you with

words of the spirit.  we don't teach using the words based on worldly

wisdom.  oh no, but the spirit in us enables us to think and understand

spiritual things!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 5:20-37

jesus' continues teaching as he said:

20.  "the priest's and the book writer's lives are very holy!  but your life

must be better!  if your life is no better, then you can never enter

god's kingdom.  yes, this is the truth of which i inform you!"

21.  "long ago someone told the people: 'don't kill other people.  also, in

the final judgement, god will greatly punish the person who kills

someone else.'  you already know what i have just said!

22.  "however, i, [ jesus ], tell you that, in the final judgement, god will

greatly punish everyone who is angry with his brother.  the church

leaders will punish anyone who calls his brother: 'raca!' (perhaps

meanings pea brain).  and hell's fire will punish anyone who says: 'you

are a fool!'

23.  "now suppose that you are bringing a gift to the altar.  when you

arrive, you recall that a brother has something against you...

24.  "what do you do?  leave your gift!  don't offer it yet on the altar. 

first, go and solve the problem with your brother, renewing a good

relationship with him again.  then come and offer your gift!

25.  "now suppose someone is suing you... you haven't yet arrived at the

court but are coming to court... right away discuss this with him and

quickly agree.  if you fail, he will give you to the police; who'll give

you to the judge; who'll take and throw you in jail!

26.  "i, [ jesus ], truly tell you: you will never leave that jail until you have

paid him everything you owe, yes, to the last penny!

27.  "long ago the word says: 'don't commit adultery!'  you already know

what i have just said!

28.  "however, i,  [ jesus ], tell you: 'everyone who sees a woman, looking

her over with the lust of desire... that one has already committed

adultery with her in his heart!  it's true!
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29.  "if your right eye tempts you to sin... what should you do?  take it out

and cast it away because you don't want god to cast your whole

body into hell.  no, instead, it is better that one body part, an eye, is

cast away and dies!

30.  "if your right hand tempts you to sin, what should you do?  slice it off

and throw it away, because you don't want god to cast your whole

body into hell.  no, instead, it is better that one body part, a hand, is

cast away and dies!

31.  "before it was written in the book saying: 'if any [ man ] wants to

divorce his wife, he must give her a certificate of divorce.'

32.  "however, i,  [ jesus ], tell you that everyone who divorces his wife

truly causes her to commit adultery unless she has already committed

intercourse with others!  also, any man who marries that divorced

woman commits adultery with her!

33.  "again someone told the people long ago saying: 'don't make false

oaths but do everything you promise.  by doing this you satisfy the

lord!'  you already know what i have just said!

34.  "however, i,  [ jesus ], , tell you that oaths are not necessary to say

at all.  don't speak [ an oath ] depending on heaven because that is

god's throne!

35.  "don't speak [ an oath ] depending on the earth because his feet rest

upon the earth!  don't speak [ an oath ] depending on jerusalem because

that is the exalted king's city!

36.  "don't speak an oath depending on your own head because you can't

grow one hair white or black!

37.  "[ no don't make oaths, ] but let your word be yes, meaning yes and no,

meaning no!  any other oath words added to that are truly words of

the devil!"
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is leviticus  19:1-2, 17-18

1.   the lord spoke to moses and said:

2.   preach to the all the people of israel, the whole group, and say: "live

a holy life because i, the lord your god am truly holy.  ....

17. "don't have hate against your brother in your heart, oh no, if your

neighbor does wrong, then honestly and clearly correct him so his

guilt will not belong to you in any way.

18. "don't seek revenge against someone who belongs to your people or

burn inside, holding that anger against him, no, don't!  but love your

neighbor with the same love that you have for yourself because i am

the lord!"

the second lesson is 1 corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23

10. god’s grace has caused and enabled  me, paul, as a skilled  builder, to

establish his grace  foundation in you.  now, on that foundation,

someone else is building.  each one, building on that foundation, must do

so very carefully. 

11. jesus christ himself is that foundation that i establish and no one is able

to establish another, a different foundation.  no!

.....

16. you are truly god’s temple and god’s spirit lives in you heart.  you  

17. know that, right!?   god’s temple is truly a holy temple and you truly

are his temple!  therefore, suppose any one destroys god’s temple,

know that god  will destroy him!

18. he shouldn’t fool himself, no!   suppose, during this generation, among

you  any one thinks himself as a wise person.  allow him to become a

fool and maybe he can become wise.

19. before god, worldly wisdom is truly foolishness.  this is just as it is

written in the holy scroll that says:  their wisdom, it’s imagination and

creativity, fools them and with that, god traps them!

20. again, the holy scroll says:  the lord knows that the thoughts of

those wise people accomplish nothing,
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21. therefore,  no person should boast of the things people can do.  no!  

for all things truly belong to you.

22. all things including the things of paul, apollos, cephas and include the

world; life; death; present things; future things;  yes,  all things

belong to you, 

23. and you belong to christ and he is true god.

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 5:38-48

jesus continues teaching:

38. you already know that the words of the holy scroll says: if he causes

another to lose one eye, then he owes one of his eyes.  if he causes

another to lose one tooth, then he owes one of his teeth; right!?

39. but i tell you: don’t resist that one who does evil.  no.  if someone slaps

your right cheek, offer him your left cheek also.

40. suppose someone sues and you must give him your under clothes, also

allow him to take your coat.

41. suppose any one forces you to walk one mile with him.  then walk two

42.  miles.   suppose that one begs you for something, give it to him. suppose

that one asks to borrow some thing from you.  don’t  refuse him  but

lend it to him.

43. you already know that the words of the holy scroll says: love your

neighbor and hate your enemy.

44. but i tell you: love your enemies.  pray for those that persecute you

45. and, therefore, your lives will be the same as the lives of your 

heavenly father’s sons and daughters.  remember that he causes his sun

to rise and shine on both the evil and good.  he sends his rain on both

those that rightly judge people and those that don’t. 

46. suppose they love you so you love them back.   what reward do you

receive? tax collectors do that same thing, right!?

47. suppose that you welcomes only your brothers of sisters.  what

difference are your actions compared to the actions of other people? 

those non-jewish people do the same, right!?

48. your heavenly father himself is perfect, in the exact same way,

therefore,  your life must be perfect!
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 49:13-18

13.  those people  persecute  god’s  people.   but the lord comforts and he

will  show  kindness and help them, he will.  therefore, the  heavens

there should sing with rejoicing!   with  excitement,  you, the earth 

itself, should celebrate!    and you mountains?  yes,  sing!  you,   

14.  yourselves should  sing!   now  zion  answers and says: “the lord has

forsaken  me.  yes, my lord has   already forgotten  me.”

15.  but the lord answers saying: “that woman  breast feeding her baby

while also  pregnant with a son; is she able to forget that she is

pregnant and  has no mercy for the son in her womb?   maybe , it is

possible for a mother  to forget she’s pregnant.  maybe .    but I will

never  forget you, no never!

16.  zion,  notice the palm of my  hand.  i have carved you in the palms of

both of my  hands.    i see  your  situation continually  before  me and  

17.   situation.   zion, your builder should hurry and  finish!   among you are

those that   want to destroy you  and  cause you to  decline.   now 

send them  away, yes,  out of you!

18.  turn  your  eyes up, look around  and  see .   all those others gather,

coming  here  with you,  zion!   I, the living lord,  promise and  declare

that those coming to you are like  ornaments that you will use to

decorate yourself, you  will!   they are just like a bride’s  decorations

that are   connected to  her.  they are joined to you, zion, they truly

are!

the second lesson is 1 corinthians 4:1-13

1.  how should you consider us?   we are servants, serving  christ!    we are

stewards, caring for the deep  faith  things of god that people, alone, are

unable to know.

2.  this is so important that god  requires the steward entrusted  [ with his

deep faith things ] be one that you can trust.

3.  now your  judgment of  me;  or a  human  court’s  judgment of  me; even 

my own judgment of  myself; all of these are of little importance!  

why? 
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4.  it is the lord who truly will judge  me!   am i aware of any judgment

that he has  against  me?  no, i  know of none.   but also my lack of

knowledge about that does not mean he has proclaimed me innocent of

5.  that!  no!   therefore, don’t you  announce  your  judgment  now,  no! 

but  judgment  must  wait  until the lord comes again.    all the things 

here that are now in darkness, hidden, his  light will openly  show all

things, include the heart’s  hidden intensions.   yes, every intension of

the heart will become open information, it  will.  then,  each  one  will  

6.  receive god’s  commendation.  these  recent  word s that explain his

judgment, i have already  applid to  myself  and  applies to apollos .  

this is to benefit you, my  brothers  sisters, so, just as   we  follow

written word, you also can  learn  to  follow that and so you don’t 

go above the limits, no, you  don’t!    and, therefore, you wont have

pride, a conceited  ego, that will  support  one person  against another  

 7.  one,  no!   which of you judge yourself as  better?    of everything that

you  have,  what have you not received from god?   yes, you have 

received it, therefore, why  do you boast like you haven’t received it?   

8.   why?   god has already satisfied you.    you are already rich because of

him!  god causes you to be a king!   we did not cause that, no.   but i  wish

you were truly  now a king  already so  we  together could reign! 

9.  god  himself has  establish  us in the lowest  position as  apostles.  yes,

it is like we are men standing in the face of our death.   this is truly

what i think.   yes,  he  causes the world, the  angels and people to see

our lives before them so they can see the truth. 

10.  as servants of christ, the world  evaluates us as foolish.   but you, as

one in christ, is truly wise!   we are truly  weak.  but with him in you,

you are  truly  strong!    we have no honor!  but with him in you, you 

11.  truly have  honor!   up until now,  we truly hunger and thirst;  we are

poorly dressed, ones pursecuted by the world and having no home; 

12.  we  labor, working hard with our own  hands!   when  people  insult us,

we  bless them.  when  people persecute us, we  endure it;

13.  when  people say  words and lie against us, we  encourage them.   we

are like the ones that the world throws up, like the worst ones

existing in  world’s  trash  can.  yes, this is what we have  become  and

we truly continue like that!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew  6:24-34

24.  no person  is  able to serve  two  lords that rule them, no!  it’s not 

possible!   he will hate the one and  love the other  one;  or he will,

with   zeal,  attend the one while giving the other one the thumbs

down!   yes, he  will!  you can’t serve  god  and  serve  money  both,  no,

you  can’t. 

25. therefore, i,  [ jesus ],  tell   you:  considering  your  life, don’t be

anxious or worry about that!   considering the food and drink that

you  need, don’t be anxious about that either!      also  considering the

clothes that your  body  needs.  don’t be anxious or  worry about

that!  which is the most important,     food  or  life ?    which?  life 

truly is!     which is the most important, the body  or  clothes?    which? 

 of course the  body is! 

26.  look at those birds that fly... they don’t sow seed, or harvest or

gather and store it.  no, but  your  heaven ly father  feeds  them.  if

you compare  them and yourself, you are of greater value,  right?  

yes!

27.  now suppose that among you, one while considering his life becomes

anxious and  worries .  can his  anxiousness  add  one  hour to increase

his  from now to the end?   no! 
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28.   why become anxious about your clothing?   those flowers that grow

in the land, consider what do they do to be able to grow...  do they

work and  weave?   no! 

29.  but, i,  [ jesus ]  tell you: if you compare  solomon dressed in all his 

glory and  those flowers, his glory does not compare with  how 

beautiful god has  dressed those flowers!

30.  now  those flowers that grow in the land are alive  today  and 

tomorrow  people  take and throw them into the fire.  but still god

gives them such beautiful clothes.  you have a little faith, but

understand that he also will give you the clothes you need, he  will!

31.  therefore, don’t you be anxious saying:  what will  we  have to eat?  

or  what will we  have to drink?   or  what will we  have to wear?  

don’t worry!

32. those that aren’t part of the people of israel seek to have  all those

things they  need.   your  heavenly  father  also  knows all the things

you need.

33.  first  seek  god’s  kingdom  and  desire to live  his  righteous  life,  and, 

yes,   he will also give you all of the things you need, he  will.

34.  therefore, as you consider  tomorrow, don’t be  anxious,  no!   that

should wait until tomorrow.    each  day’s  trouble is enough for that!
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is exodus 24:12, 15-18

12.  the lord told moses: "come here upon the mountain and stay !  i  will

give you the two flat stones of the law and commandments that i have

written.  i wrote them down so you can teach those [ people ] !"    ....

15.  now moses went up that mountain and a cloud came and covered it.

16.  the mountain's name was sinai.  the lord's bright glory sat upon the

mountain, continuing there for  6  days.  on the 7th day, the lord's voice

called out from that cloud, speaking to moses.

17.  the people of israel watched the lord's bright glory upon the mountain

top and it was like a very hot fire.  if that fire came from 

18.  there, it would consume everything.  now moses went up on the

mountain, into the cloud and stayed there for  40  days and nights !

the second lesson is 2 peter 1:16-19 [20-211]

16.  our lord jesus came here with great power!  we inform you of him.  in

doing that, we did not use clever stories that we invented.  oh no!  but,

with our own eyes, we saw his great glory... wow!

17.  from that glorious light, a voice spoke, honoring him and giving him the

glory that he received !   wow !  yes, god the father's [ voice ] said to

him: "you are my son, the one i truly love!  you are truly my delight !"

18.  he went up that holy mountain and we were with him.  heaven opened

and we heard the same voice exalt him.

19.  this happening truly established the prophet's word that we have that

was written long ago.  this happening proved what the prophet said: 

"that word like a bright light shines here in this dark hazy place !"  now

you follow that word.  continue your good action of following that

until that [ heavenly ] day begins.  yes, [ continuing until ] the day star,

[ jesus, ]  rises like the sun in your heart, wow!

1
verses 20-21 are optional
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[201.   it's important to understand and know that every prophecy word

that's written in the scriptures is not of the prophet's own word or

interpretation that he wrote... oh no,

21. and prophecy words never begin in the will of people, but the holy spirit

is where [ prophecy words ] begin and the spirit brings [ prophecy

words ] into people and the spirit enables people to say those words. 

so, yes, people can speak god's word ! ]

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 17:1-9

1.    six days later, jesus led three followers up onto that high mountain. 

those three were peter, james and his brother john. those four were

alone on the mountain.

2.    there his body changed, shining glorious and bright before the eyes of

those three followers.   his face shined like the sun.  his clothes became

white as light... wow !

3.    they saw moses and elijah standing there and talking with him!

4.    now peter answered jesus saying: "lord, yes, it's good that we are

here!  if you want, we will make three tents, one tent for you, one tent

for moses, and one tent for elijah."

5.    while he was talking, a bright cloud came all around them.  a voice

said from out of that cloud:  "he is my son that i truly love!  truly he is

my delight!  you listen to him !"

6.    when they heard that [ voice ], the followers were really terrified! 

they fell with their faces on the ground.

7.    then jesus came and touched them saying: "get up and stand!  don't be

afraid... oh no !"

8.    they now raised their eyes and saw jesus here alone !

9.    as the four walked down from the mountain, jesus commanded them

saying:  "say nothing to any other people about this recent vision that

you've seen.  later, the son of man will die and rise again.  when that

happens, you can then proclaim this recent vision, informing people !"

1
verses 20-21 are optional
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ASH WEDNESDAY
(see Series B, pages 41-43)

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is genesis 2:7-9, 15-17, 3:1-7

2:7.  from the dirt of the earth itself, the lord god formed a man, creating

him.  he breathed into his nose the breathe of life and that man's life

began!  

8a.  now in the east there was an area named eden.  yes, the lord god had

already sowed that area there to grow. 

9.   the lord god cause the dirt to grow all different kinds of trees that

were beautiful for the eye to see and good for food.  there were two

trees in the middle of that growing area: the tree that gives life and

the tree that gives knowledge of both good and evil.  

8b.  [ god ] now brought the man that he had recently made and put him

there.  ....

15.  why did the lord god bring that man and put him there?  the man was to

care for that area as farmer.  

16.  the lord god commanded him saying: "you can pick the fruit from any

tree growing here,

17.  "except for that tree that gives knowledge of both good and evil.  you

must never pick from that tree and eat!  when you pick from that tree

and eat it, you will die!"  ....



-SERIES A, PAGE 49-

3:1a. the lord god made all of the animals.  

[ in chapter 2 verses 18-25, adam named all the animals and god made

woman. ]

1b. now the snake was the wisest and a smooth talker of all the animals! 

he told the woman:  "truly, what did god say?  you can pick and eat

from any tree growing here...  right?"

2.   the woman told the snake: "yes, we can pick and eat fruit from any tree

in this growing area.  

3.   "but, also, god commanded us saying that we must never pick and eat

the fruit from that tree growing in the middle of this growing area,

nor can we touch it.  if we don't obey, we will die!"

4.   he, [ the snake, ] told the woman:  "oh no, you won't die.

5.   "for god knows the truth.  yes, he knows that when you pick and eat

from that tree, your eyes will truly be opened and you will become like

god, knowing both good and evil!  [ yes, god knows the truth and

doesn't want you to have it! ]"

6.   now she saw that the fruit was good for food and, as she looked at it,

it pleased her eyes.  she also desired with lust the wisdom she could

receive.  therefore, she picked that fruit and ate it.  her husband adam

was with her and she pick fruit and gave it to him.  he also ate it.

7.   their eyes were opened!  they had been naked but now they realized it

and were embarrassed!  they sowed together the fig tree leaves,

making clothes to cover themselves.
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the second lesson is romans 5:12 [13-161] 17-19

12.  just as when one man, [ adam, ] sinned, sin spread into all the world, and

sin brought death.   death also spread into all people for all people

have sinned!

[131.  that sin was here in the world during the time when the law was not

yet here.  while there was no law here, no judgement came against 

14.  the people.   but still death ruled the time from adam until moses, yes,

ruling all people,  including those people who did not as [ adam ]

sinned.  no, his sin was against god's voice command.  even though that

was true, death still ruled all people.  now adam's body was the same

as that future one to come, [ meaning jesus ] !

15.  but that gift of [ god's ] grace was not like that sin.  no, for notice

that the one man committed one sin and wow, death spread so many

died!  but notice that one man, jesus christ, who was [ god's ] gift.  his

grace came in him.  grace could spread and touch the hearts of many, 

16.  wow!   now understand that one man caused god's judgement against

himself to spread to punish all people.  but god's grace gift is not the

same, where one caused it.  no, for many sinned and god's grace spread

innocence to them all.  wow, he judged them, proclaiming them 

17.  innocent.]   now one man committed one wrong action.  if his one sin

could begin death and spread death to all, allowing death to rule all

people, then you can understand the greatness of his grace.  yes, from

one righteous man, jesus christ, god's abundant grace could spread to

them all to receive his gift.  his righteousness that began with christ

jesus spread life to rule them.

18.  so notice that [ adam ] did one wrong thing which one action spread so

god's judgement will punish all of them...  but also notice that one

righteous action began from one, [ jesus ], and could spread innocence

to all, god judging them innocent, saving them.

19.  just as from one whose disobedience spread so many and all would

became sinners.  so also one obeyed and from one could righteousness

spread so many, [ all ], became righteous, wow!

1
verses 13-16 are optional
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 4:1-11

1.   now jesus came into the desert area.  the holy spirit lead him there. 

now the devil could come and tempt him.

2.   he ate nothing for  40  days and nights.  [ when the 40 days ] were over,

he was very hungry!

3.   that tempter came and said to him: "if you are truly god's son come

here, then command those stones to become bread!"

4.   he answered him saying: "it is already written in the book saying:

'people don't live depending upon only bread.  people, however, will

live depending on every word coming out of the god's mouth.'"

5.   now that devil brought jesus to the holy city [ of jerusalem ] and put

him on the roof of the temple.

6.   he said to him: "if you are god's son come here then jump down from that

roof.  for it is already written in the book saying: 'god will command

his angels to zealously care for you!  they will carry you with their

hands so that your foot will never strike a stone!'"

7.  jesus told him: "it is also already written in the book saying: 'you are

not ever to tempt the lord your god!'"

8.   he brought [ jesus ] now to that very high mountain and put him on the

peek of it.  he showed him all the glory of the world's kingdoms and

9.   he said to him: "if you bow down, worshiping me... i will give you all

those things,  i will!"

10.  now he turned and told him: "devil!    away with you!    as it is already

written in the book saying: 'you must worship the lord your god and

serve him only!'"

11.  now when the devil left him, angels came and served him!
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is genesis 12:1-8

1.   the lord told abram: "you will leave your country, your people and

your father's family.  yes, you will leave then all and go to that new

land 

2.   "that i will show you.  i will cause you to become a great group of

people.  yes, and i will bless you!  i will cause your name to become

famous and you will bless many other peoples!

3.   "if other people bless you, then i will bless them.  if they curse you,

then i will curse them.  my blessing upon you will spread from you to

the peoples all over the earth."

4.   now abram was  75  years old when he obeyed the lord's command and

left his home country named haran.  his [ nephew ] named lot was with

him when he began the trip to that new country named canaan.  

5.   while he lived in the country of haran, he accumulated many servants

and many things.  he brought with him: lot; also his wife named sarai; all

his many servants and things.  he traveled and arrived in the 

6.   country of canaan.  now the group of people named the canaanites

lived in that country.  he traveled around the country, finally

arriving at the place named shechem.  there was the very tall tree of 

7.   moreh.  the lord appeared and said to him: "all of this, i will give your

children."  he build an altar because the lord had appeared to him

there.  there he worshiped the lord.

8.   now to the east there were hills and the town of bethel.  he left and

traveled until the town of bethel was to his west and to his east was

the town of ai.  arriving, he set up his tent.  he built another altar in

honor of the lord and worshiped there.

the second lesson is romans 4:1-5, 13-17

abraham's name sign is as shown...

1.   therefore, abraham is our father from long ago and what did he

understand about obeying the law and about faith?  now consider

this...



-SERIES A, PAGE 53-

2.   suppose he worked and succeeded in becoming righteous himself... if

true, he could boast!   but he can't boast before god!

3.   for the scriptures say what?   there was faith in abraham which god

saw as righteousness in him!

4.   suppose that one works... why does he get paid?  is it a gift?  no, but it

is something someone owes him because of the work he did.  so that one

pays him.

5.   now suppose that one works but not with the goal [ to work himself

righteous ].   that one depends upon faith that is in him and god sees him

as faith righteous.  yes, god, the righteous one sees him as righteous.

god is the one who can save all evil people and see them as righteous!

....

13.  now god promised abraham and his future children that all the world

would belong to them... this promise succeeded not because of

following and doing the law.  no, it succeeded because of the

righteousness of faith that accomplished the promise.

14.  now if people could become members of god's family by their own action

of following the law, then this would mean that the promise of faith

succeeded in nothing and is worthless.  yes, it is completely 

15.  worthless because the law can only succeed in bringing wrath, wrath

alone!  also, suppose that god did not establish the line where the law

says: "don't cross!"  then no one could cross the line and sin.

16.  so faith accomplishes the promise!  yes, this means that god's grace

alone accomplishes that promise!  therefore, that grace promise

benefits all of abraham's future children:  not only the children of the

law but also the children of the faith.  so it is that abraham is our

father... father of the children of the law and the children of faith;

17.  this is just as it is already written in the book saying: "i caused [

abraham ] gave birth to many others peoples.  i chose and establish him

to have many children."  yes, god saw abraham as our true father as

faith in god was in abraham.  it is god that can give life again to dead

people.  it is god that can make that nothing here become truly

something!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 4:5-26, [ 27-30, 39-421 ]

5b.  the area called samaria is the same that belonged to jacob and that

he gave to his son, joseph.

6a.  jacob's well was there

5a.  near that town called sychar.  now jesus came to that town,

6b.  having traveled a long time.  he was tired and so he sat down near

that water well.  the time was 12 noon.

8.   his followers had gone on into that town [ of sychar ] to buy food.

7.   now that woman who lived in the country of samaria came to draw

water.  jesus said: "give me a drink of water."

9.   now she was a samaritan woman so she said to him: "you are a jewish

person and i am a samaritan woman... so why do you ask me for a drink

of water?"  remember that jewish people and samaritan people will not

associate with each other!

10.  jesus answered saying to her: "if you knew god's gift and if you knew

the one now asking you to give him a drink of water, you would have

asked him and, yes, he would have given you living water!"

11.  she said to him:  "sir, you have no water pail with which to draw up

water and this well is very deep!  so how can you have living water to 

12.  "give?  our father jacob gave us this well.  he drank of that water

himself and so also did his sons drink and his cattle and his sheep.  are

you more important than him?"

13.  jesus answered telling her: "everyone who drinks that water will

later become thirsty again.

14.  "but anyone drinking the water that i give, that one, from now on,  will

never become thirsty again... no, never!  yes, the water i give will

become in him like a water fountain flowing into life eternal!"

15.  the woman said to him:  "sir, give me your water and i will not again be

thirsty.  also i won't have to continually come back here again to

draw up water.  no, i won't have to come here at all!"

1
verses 27-30 and 39-42 are optional
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16.  he told her: "go call your husband and bring him here!"

17.  the woman answered saying: "i don't have a husband!"  jesus said to her:

"you rightly say that now you have no husband,

18.  "for you have had five different husbands and he that you now live with

is not your husband!  yes, you have told me the truth!"

19.  the woman said to him:  "sir, i suspect and know that you are a prophet.

20.  "our fathers have said that the right place to worship is here on this

mountain; but you jewish people say the right place to worship is in

jerusalem.  it is there that you must worship!"

21.  jesus told her:  "woman, you can believe the word i say:  the hour will

come when people will worship the father neither here on this mountain

nor in jerusalem.

22.  "the true savior will be a jewish person from the jewish nation.  now

our worship understands that truth and you worship without that

understanding.

24.  "god is spirit alone and the kind of worshippers that are true must

worship him in spirit and in truth.

23.  "but the future hour will happen and has begun already when true

worshippers are only those that worship the father in spirit and in

truth.  yes, the father only accepts worshippers such as those!"

25.  the woman said to him: "the messiah, the one called christ, will soon

come...  i know this!  when he comes, he will inform us about all things. 

he will explain everything so we can understand it."

26.  jesus said to her:  "i, the one talking with you, am truly that one!"
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[271. now jesus' followers came back.  they had recently gone into that

town [ of sychar ] to buy food.  when they saw [ jesus ] talking to that

woman, they were surprised but they all stayed quiet.  they didn't say

to the woman: "what do you want?"  they also did they say to jesus:

"why are you talking with her?"  no, they were quiet.

28.  now that woman left her water jar there and went back into the

town.  she informed all the people saying:

29.  "come and meet him... see the man who knew and could tell me

everything i ever did.  can he be the christ come here?"

30.  so the people came from that town, walking out to see jesus.

....

39.  now those many people from that samaritan town [ of sychar ] had

recently gathered to see jesus.  now they had jesus' faith in them

because that woman informed them about him.  she said: "he knows and is

able to tell me everything i have done."

40.  now those samaritan people encouraged jesus to stay and he

continued with them for two more days.

41.  many others of that town now had jesus' faith in them because of his

word.

42.  those people now said to the woman: "we before had his faith in us

because of what you told us.  but now his faith is in us because we now

have heard his word for ourselves.  we know that this one man is

truly the savior of all the people of the world." ]

1
verses 27-30 and 39-42 are optional
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 42:14-21

the lord speaks:

14.   "i have been quiet and held myself in control for a long time!  but now,

as it happens with a woman during child birth who breathes excitedly,

so also i will breath in deeply, call out and breathe out strongly...

15.  i will blow on those mountains and hills which are now green with

growth, destroying them.  they will dry up as dead!  i will blow at the

rivers that flow into seas and they will become islands.  the sea

water will completely dry up!

16.  "i will lead those blind people a way that they've never touched and

don't know.  yes, i will cause that to become light where before there

was darkness before them!  i will smooth the rough way!  yes, i will

succeed and do just as i have just said.  and, no, i will never forsake

those blind people!

17.  "but those people who trust idols and say:  'you idols are truly our

gods'...  i will send them away in shame, rejecting those people!

18.  "you deaf people... hear and attend me!  yes, you blind people...  look

and see!

19.  "who is blind?   my servant is so blind!  who is deaf?  the announcer that

i sent is truly deaf!  who else is as deaf as he is?  the one who trusts

me is deaf as he is!  who else is as blind as he is?  that one who is my

servant is as blind as he is!

20.  "you have seen many things but you pay no attention at all!  your ears

are open, but you hear nothing at all!"  [ this is as the lord says. ]

21.  the lord causes his law to became glorious with honor.  wow, this

action truly pleases the lord so, yes, his righteousness will succeed!
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the second lesson is ephesians 5:8-14

8.   in you was darkness before.  but now, with the lord's light in you, yes,

you are truly light!   wow, so now walk, [ live ] as children of god's

light.

9.   the fruit of the light means good, righteous actions and actions of the

truth.   yes, [ this is the meaning of you having the fruit of the light ]

10.  and you can find those actions that are right and your life will please

the lord, it will!

11.  fruit that belongs to the darkness are worthless, no good fruit.  don't

you fellowship with them... oh no!  but instead you help those see and

know that those [ dark ] actions are truly wrong!

12.  the secret things that they do are truly so shameful that you are not

to speak of them at all... no don't!

13.  but you can shine his light and those people will be able to see that

those [ dark ] things are truly evil things... they will be able to see

that clearly.

14.  yes, his light is able to shine and succeed so you can clearly see

everything just as god already said:  "you sleeper... awake!  you lying

around dead ones... now rise again and stand and christ will shine on

you, he will!"

the holy gospel lesson is john 9:[1-121,] 13-17, [18-331,] 34-39, [40-411]

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

1
VERSES 1-12, 18-33, AND 40-41 ARE OPTIONAL VERSES
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51.   

6.   

7.   

8.   

9.   

10.  

11.  

12.  ]

[ the man was born blind.  on a recent holy worship day, jesus had

healed him. ]

13.  yes, before, he was blind and they knew that.  so they lead him before

those pharisee [ law teachers ].

14.  now on that recent holy worship day jesus had made clay dirt wet

with water and put it on his eyes.  jesus opened [ the blind man's ] eyes

to be able to see again.

15.  now again those pharisees questioned [ the blind man ] about how it was

that you could see?   he again told them: "he put that wet clay dirt on

my eyes...  i washed and then i could see!"

16.  now part of the group of pharisees said: "he [ meaning Jesus ] does not

obey the holy worship day, so that man is not from god... no!"  but the

other part of the group said: "how, therefore, can a sinful man do the

things he can do... how?"  those two groups could not agree with each

other

17.  and again they told the blind man: "that one who opened your eyes so

you could again see...  what do you think he is, what?"  he said: "he is

truly a prophet!"

1
VERSES 1-12, 18-33, AND 40-41 ARE OPTIONAL VERSES
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[181.  

19.  

20.  

21.  

22.  

23.  

24.  

25.  

26.  

27.  

28.  

1
VERSES 1-12, 18-33, AND 40-41 ARE OPTIONAL VERSES
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291.  

30.  

31.  

32.  

33.  ]

34.  they answered him saying: "you were born completely in sin, a sinner...

(sarcastically> and you will teach us!"  so they took him and threw him

out the door!

35.  jesus heard that they recently took him and threw him out, so he came,

found him and said: "is the faith of the son of man the faith in you?"

36.  that one answered, saying: "man, who is that one, who?  tell me so that

faith is the faith i have!"

37.  jesus said to him: "you have truly already seen him!  the [ son of man ] is

truly the one now talking with you!"

38.  and he said: "man, that faith in you is the faith i have"  and he worshiped

[ jesus ]!.

39.  jesus said: "judgment is the reason i came into this world, that, from

now on, those who now can't see will see and those who now see will

become blind!"

[40. 

41.  ]

1
VERSES 1-12, 18-33, AND 40-41 ARE OPTIONAL VERSES
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is hosea 5:15 - 6:2

5:15. the lord speaks:  "now, i will again go to my place and wait there until

they admit their guilt!   then, finally, they will earnestly seek my face. 

in their terrible grief, they will eagerly seek me.  yes, they will!"

6:1. [ now the people of israel said to each another ]  "come-on!  now we can

again go to the lord.  he has destroyed us but he will now heal us!  he

has hurt us and our hurt body he will bandage.  yes, he will!

2.   "after two days, he will wake us up again.  on the third day, he will

again bring us into life before him... oh yes, he will!"

the second lesson is romans 8:1-10

1.   now, therefore, with christ jesus in you, no judgement remains against

you to punish you at all.  no,

2.   because, now with christ jesus in you, the law of the spirit truly saves

your life.   so, from now on, that law of sin and death does not enslave

you!

3.   it's impossible for the law itself to succeed because it has no power to

save.  yes, our sinful flesh has truly weakened the law!  but god

himself succeeded to save us.  yes, [ the father ] sent his son, having the

same flesh as our sinful body [ but without sin1 ].  then, in his body of

flesh, he was able to judge and finish our problem of sin.

4.   now with him in us he is completely able to satisfy the righteous

requirements of the law in us.  this does not happen in those following

the law.  this happens in his people... those following the life of the

spirit.

1
Hebrews 4:15
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5.   those people that follow the life of the [ sinful ] flesh have their mind

continually doting upon the [ sinful ] things of the flesh.  but you,

whose [ lives ] follow the spirit, have minds that continue to dote on

the spiritual things.

6.   when the mind dotes on the things of the [ sinful ] flesh, it means it is

truly dead!  but that mind controlled by the spirit, that dotes on spirit

things... means it has life and peace!

7.   understand that the mind that dotes upon the things of the [ sinful ]

flesh is an enemy against god.  that mind doesn't obey god's law and

truly, that mind itself can't obey god's law!

8.   those lives, ruled by the [ sinful ] flesh, can't please god at all!

9.   but in you is a life not ruled by the [ sinful ]  flesh.  oh no, but the

spirit's life rules in you because god's spirit truly lives in you!  now

suppose that someone... anyone, does not have the spirit of christ in

him... then that one does not belong to christ at all!

10.  but if christ lives in you, then notice on the one hand that your sinful

body is truly dead because of sin!  but notice on the other hand that

the spirit life is your life because [ god's ] righteousness, [ jesus ] is

truly  [in you ]!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 20:17-28

17.  jesus now decided to walk, traveling up into jerusalem.  with him were

his twelve [ followers ]... while there were traveling, he led the

disciples alone to privately tell them:

18.  "we are traveling up to jerusalem because there someone will betray

the son of man [ meaning jesus ].  the chief priests and the bible writers

will take him, judge him guilty that he must die...

19.  "they will take and give him into the control of people from other

countries.  those people will mock him, whip him, and crucify him.  but on

the third day, [ the father ] will raise him up again, he will!"

20.  now the mother of the two sons of zebedee came and bowed before

jesus with a special request.

21.  he said to her:  "what do you want, what?"  she said to him:  "your

future kingdom will happen.   now command to reserve the two seats

next to you so one of my two sons can come and sit at your right and

the other at your left!"

22.  jesus answered saying: "you two don't understand what you are

requesting.  can you two drink the same cup which soon i will drink?"  

they said to him: "yes, we can!"

23.  jesus told those two: "you two will drink a cup the same as my cup. 

but it's not by my invitation for someone to come and sit at my right or

sit at my left.  oh no, but the father's plan has already reserved the

seats to my right and my left!"
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24.  now those other 10 disciples heard those two and felt insulted against

those two brothers.

25.  now jesus motioned them to come and he told them all: "the government

rulers of the people of other countries put them down terribly and

also their police authorities command them roughly!  yes, you know this

26.  "but the same will not be among you!  no, for among you if someone

wishes to become important, he must be your servant, he must!

27.  "and among you if someone wishes himself to be first, he will become

your slave, he will!

28.  "this is just as the son of man came... he did not come for you to serve

him!  oh no, but [ he came ] to serve you and to sacrifice his life to save

many people!"
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is ezekiel 37:1-3 [4-101] 11-14

the prophet named ezekiel said:

1.   lord's hand was on me.  the lord's spirit carried me and put me in the

middle of that valley.  there i stood and, wow, all over the valley

were many bones!

2.   he led me back and forth in the valley area.  i saw a great many

bones... so very many and all of them were very dry!

3.   the lord asked me, saying: "son born of man, can those bones live

again?"  and i said: "lord, almighty ruler, you alone can know!"

[41.  now he told me: "prophesy words to tell those bones... say: 'hey you

dry bones...  attend the lord's word!

5.   "'the lord, the almighty ruler, tells you dry bones that i will send

breath into you.  yes, i will and you will live again.

6.   "'i will succeed and you will live again.  i will cause muscles to join

bone to bone and cause flesh to cover them and skin over that!  then i

will cause breath to enter them and they will live again.  they will

truly know that i am the lord!'"

7.   now, just as he commanded me, i announced words of prophecy.  while i

spoke, there was a loud noise as bone joining to bone... a rattling

around me as bones joined together.

8.   wow, i looked as muscles and flesh appeared all over those people

made of bones as they were lying there.  then skin cover them!  but they

had no breath in them.

1
Verses 4-10 are optional
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9.   and now the lord said to me: "son born of man... you prophesy to that

breath!  prophesy and command that breath saying: 'the lord, the

almighty ruler, commands you.  he says: "breath, you four winds, come

and breathe into them and those dead ones will live again!'"

10.  just as he commanded me, so also, i announced the word of prophesy

and breath came, entered them and they lived again.  they all stood up! 

wow!  a great army! ]

11.  the lord said to me: "son born of man, those bones are all the people of

israel!  they say: 'all our bones have become very dry!  our hope is

completely gone!  life is disconnected from us.  we are separate from

god!'

12.  "therefore, prophesy words to them saying: 'the lord, the almighty

ruler, says:  "you are my people.  i will open your graves and bring you

out!  i will bring you there to the land of israel again!

13.  "'"when i have opened your graves and brought you out, you, my people,

will truly know that i am the lord!

14.  "'"i will put my spirit in you and you will live!  when i have brought you

to that land for your home, you will know that as the lord promised,

so also he will succeed and do it!"'"  thus says the lord!
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the second lesson is romans 8:11-19

11.  now jesus died and [ the father ] raised him to life!  now if that spirit, his

same spirit, lives in you, then, just as jesus rose again so also, when

your body dies, his spirit will inspire your resurrection to life.

12.  now, therefore, brothers [ and sisters ]... we should follow a special,

chosen life style.  but that life is not following the demands of our

sinful flesh which agree with the desires of the flesh!  oh no,

13.  for if you live in agreement with the demands of the sinful flesh,

following them, then, yes, you will die!  it will surely happen!  but if the

spirit lives in you, then the spirit will kill the actions of the sinful

flesh and, yes, you will live!

14. those many that god's spirit leads are truly god's sons [ and

daughters ]!

15.  now don't again receive that spirit of fear which enslaved you.  oh no,

but you have received that spirit of adoption as children.  it is [ that

spirit ] in us that calls out saying: "father, my loving father!"

16.  yes, the spirit itself with our spirit is the one who witnesses that we

are truly god's children!

17.  now if we are his children, we are his heirs receiving the things of god! 

yes, we are heirs of god and heirs also with christ, our brother.  but

this means we must suffer with him so we can receive glory with him. 

yes, we must suffer!

18.  and now understand... the sufferings here and now are insignificant

compared with that future glory that will inspire our life there in

heaven.

19.  and yes, everything that god made... all of it here and the heavens

above... all of that eagerly watches...  why?  everything is awaiting

to see god's children finally appear in life there!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 11:[1-461] 47-53

[1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.   

8.   

9.   

10.  

11.  

12.  

1
Verses 1-46 are optional
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131.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

21.  

22.  

23.  

24.  

1
Verses 1-46 are optional
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251.  

26.  

27.  

28.  

29.  

30.  

31.  

32.  

33.  

34.  

35.  

36.  

1
Verses 1-46 are optional
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371.  

38.  

39.  

40.  

41.  

42.  

43.  

44.  

45.  

46.  

1
Verses 1-46 are optional
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jesus' friend named lazarus had recently died and jesus had

resurrected him.  many jewish people had faith in jesus.

47.  so those chief priests and pharisees called together a meeting of the

[ ruling council called ] the sanhedrin.  [ they said ]: "notice, that man

does many great things that the people see!  what does our action

accomplish?

48.  "if we leave him alone and he continues doing these things, then all the

people will have his faith in them.  also, the roman soldiers will come,

take away both our rule of the temple and our rule of our country!"

49.  but one special council member was chief priest for that year.  his name

was caiaphas.  he said to them: "you know nothing at all!

50.  "it is necessary that you understand... notice and decide which is

better... it is not better that our whole country dies!  oh no, but it is

better that one man dies to save the people!"

51.  these were not words that he invented himself... oh no, but as chief

priest for that year, he spoke prophesy words about jesus dying to

save the whole country!

52.  and not only to save that country but he would be able to gather all

god's scattered children together again as one group.

53.  so, from then on, they considered the best plans that could succeed in

allowing them to kill him!
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT
PALM SUNDAY

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is zechariah 9:9-12

9.   zion's daughter; you can greatly rejoice!  jerusalem's daughter, you

can shout with a loud voice!  yes, for behold... your king comes!  he will

rightly judge and truly save you!  he is humble, riding upon that donkey,

that young donkey with its mother!

10.  i will take the many chariots that ephraim has along with the many war

horses that jerusalem has... yes, i will take also the war bows and

arrows... i will take all of them and throw them away!  he, [ that

humble one, ]  will proclaim peace for all people!  he will rule all the

area from the sea and river [ to the western ] sea and all over the

world!

11.  he is my blood promise with you.  therefore, i will save your prisoners

there in that pit where there is no water.   yes, i will save them!

12.  also those prisoners that have continued to hope can come back again

to this strong city!  today, i tell you: "no matter what you lost in the

past, i will give you double that again.  [ i give a double gift to you ]."

the lesson second is philippians 2:5-11

5.   the attitude that christ jesus had is the attitude you must have!

6.   yes, he himself was true god, equal with god.  but he didn't hold that

into himself!  oh no,

7.   he left it and that servant body, he accepted, becoming true man.

8.    yes, he humbled himself, continuing to obey god into death, the terrible

death crucified to a cross!

9.   therefore, god greatly exalted him.  he gave him the name above every

name.

10.  so when the name "jesus" is spoken, all will bow and kneel.  yes, every

single one will... all in heaven, on the earth, and under the earth... 

11.  all will bow and kneel and every mouth proclaim that jesus christ is

truly lord!  their [ proclamation ] will glorify the father!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 21:1-11

1.   now a group of people was with jesus as they drew near jerusalem. 

they arrived at the town of bethphage and the mount of olives was

there.  he sent two followers to that town

2.   telling them: "go into the village there!  immediately there, as you

enter, you will find a donkey tied there with a baby donkey!  untie them

both and lead them here to me!

3.   "if someone says anything, you answer: 'the lord now needs these two

donkeys,' and quickly he will send them."

4.   this happened to fulfill what the prophet had said long ago:

5.   "you tell zion's daughter: 'look!  your king is coming to you, humble,

riding on a donkey, with a baby donkey.'"

6.   they went and did just as jesus had commanded.

7.   they led that donkey back with her baby donkey.  they took off their

coats and put them over the donkey and he, [ jesus ], sat upon them.

8.   the great group of people took off their coats and spread them on the

way.  other people cut tree branches and spread them on the way.

9.   there was a group before him and a group following him.  they all

loudly called out saying: "we celebrate that he saves us!  yes, he is

david's son, the blessed one coming!  yes, who comes in the lord's name! 

celebrate our salvation!  celebrate there in heaven!"

10.  and when he came into jerusalem, all the people in the city were very

excited saying: "who is this one... who?"

11.  the group of people said: "this is the prophet jesus from the town of

nazareth in the area of galilee!"
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MAUNDY   THURSDAY
(sign while another voices the English)

the old testament lesson is  e-x-o-d-u-s  12:1-14
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the second lesson is 1st   corinthians   11:17-32
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the holy gospel lesson is john   13:1-17, 34
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GOOD  FRIDAY
(See  Series-C,  PAGES 63 - 70 - Many parts unfinished)
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
EASTER SUNDAY

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 10:34-43

34.  peter opened his mouth and said: "yes, i understand his truth clearly...

god doesn't consider one person better than another one. no,

35.  "he doesn't care which country a person is from but wants people to

honor him and do right things.  then he will accept each one!

36.  "he sent his word to the people of israel informing them that those who

have jesus christ in their hearts can have peace.  yes, jesus is truly the

lord of all!

37a. "you know what recently happened, beginning in galilee and then the

news spread all over judea... remember that john [ the baptizer ]

proclaimed baptism, and then

38a.  "jesus, whose home town was nazareth, came

37b.  "and john baptized him.

38b.  "god anointed him with the holy spirit and with power.  because god

was truly with him, he traveled all around doing good, healing those

whom the devil oppressed and controlled.

39.  "we are truly witnesses because we have seen the things he did here in

the country of the jews and in jerusalem.  the jewish people crucified

him on a tree (a wooden cross), killing him!

40.  "but later, on the third day, [ we saw that god ] raised him again.  god

caused many people to see that one, (jesus)...

41.  "not all the people saw him.  oh no, but the group of witnesses which

long ago god had already chosen.  we, that group of witnesses, were

able to see him who died and rose again.  he ate and drank with us!

42.  "he commanded us to preach to the people.  yes, we were to proclaim

the words of our witness that is in our hearts.  we know that god

chose this man as the one to judge the living and the dead.

43.  "this is just as all the words of the prophets said.  they, as witnesses,

proclaimed him as that one.  yes, everyone who has faith in him can

receive forgiveness of sins from him and through his name!"
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the second lesson is colossians 3:1-4

1.   all of you rose again with christ so dote on the heavenly things. 

attend those things there at god's right hand where christ sits.

2.   continue to consider those things.  don't continue doting on earthly

things.

3.   for you already died and your true life is there with christ, hidden

there in god!  yes,

4.   christ is your true life and later, when he appears again, you will

appear with christ there in glory!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 20:1-9, [10-181]

1.   when mary magdalene went to the tomb the sun had not yet risen and it

was dark.  it was the first day of the week.  she saw that the tomb

door stone was rolled back and the tomb was open.

2.   now she ran fast to simon peter and that other follower, the one

whom jesus greatly loved... mary came up to them and said:  "they took

the body of our lord jesus out of the tomb.  we don't know the place

where they put it."

3.   now peter and that other follower left to go to the tomb.

4.   they both ran fast but peter was the slower one.  that other follower

ran fast, passing him and arriving at the tomb first.

5.   there he bent over and looked into the tomb.  he saw the cloth that

wrapped the body there but he did not enter the tomb.

6.   now peter, the slower one, finally caught up, arriving at the tomb. he

went right in.  he saw the cloths used to wrap the body there.

7.   separate from them were the cloths that had wrapped jesus' head. 

those were neatly folded in a separate place and left there in the

tomb.

9.   they did not yet understand the holy bible words which said that jesus

had to die and rise again.

8.   the other follower who arrived at the tomb first, now entered the

tomb.  he saw these things and believed the word the bible said.

[101.  now they each left to go to their own home.

11.   mary stood there near the tomb.  she was crying and staring into the

tomb.

12.  there she saw two angels dressed in white sitting where before jesus

body had laid.  one was sitting where his head had been.  the other one

sat where his feet had laid.

13.  now those two angels asked mary:  "why are you crying?"  she said:

"they have taken the body of my lord [ jesus ] to a place that i don't

know."

1
Optional verses 10-18 
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[141.  then, when she turned around, she saw jesus standing there but did

not recognize or realize that he was jesus.

15.  now he said: "woman, why do you cry?  who are you searching for?"  she

thought he was the keeper of this beautiful garden area and she said:

"sir, maybe you took the body of my lord and put it another place...

tell me where it is so i can go and bring it back."

16.  and jesus said: "mary."   and she said: "rabboni" which, in the aramaic

language, [ means teacher ].

17.  and jesus said: "don't hold on to me because i must ascend to my father. 

i have not yet ascended so don't hold on to me.  instead, you go and

inform my brothers saying: 'i will ascend back with my father and your

father.  yes, i will ascend back with my god and your god."

18.  now mary magdalene went to the followers and informed them, saying:

"i saw the lord [ alive ]!" and then she told them the same recent things

that jesus had said. ]

1
Optional verses 10-18
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts  2:14a, 22-32

14a. in that crowd there, peter stood up.  he was with the 11 other [

disciples ].  he preached in a very loud voice [ saying ]:  ....

22.  "you jewish people, attend my words!  god truly supported that man

named jesus, whose home [ town ] was nazareth.  god proved who that

one, jesus, was.   yes, among you he proved this with powerful works,

wonderful events and great things that you beheld.  yes, you already

know that god's actions proved that one was true!

23.  "god, in himself, decided his plan.  his future knowledge caused you to

be able to control that one.  with the help of other evil people, you

crucified [ jesus ] on a cross and you killed him!

24.  "but god saved him from that terrible death that bound him.  god

resurrected him because it was impossible for that death to continue

to

25.  "hold him!  remember david?  he before proclaimed words that would

happen to him:  'i see the lord forever before me!  he is at my right hand. 

i see him so in the future i will stand in victory

26.  "'and so my heart is happy and my mouth can greatly rejoice.  yes, from

now on my body will live in hope, in sure hope,

27.  "'because you won't leave my soul in the grave.. no... never!  you will

never allow decay to touch the body of your holy one... no!

28.  "'you have informed and shown me the true way of life and in your

presence joy will always continue to inspire me.   yes, i will continue to

experience great joy!'

29.  "brothers [ and sisters ]... allow me to clearly inform you of something

i, [ peter ], confidently know...  our father david died... we buried him and

his grave remains here with us to this day!

30.  "so [ david's ] recent words are a prophet's words!  yes, he know that

god, depending upon himself, promised what would happen in the future...

david's future son... that one would replace david and sit upon his

throne!
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31.  "david clearly saw the future, seeing the meaning that christ would die

and rise again... he understood the recent words to mean that, even

though the body of christ was buried in a grave, god would not leave

that body there nor allow decay to ever touch that body!

32.  "yes, that jesus died and god rose him again!  we are truly all

witnesses that it truly happened!  wow!  yes!

the second lesson is 1st peter 1:3-9

3.   we praise the god and father of our lord jesus christ.  jesus christ died

and [ the father ] resurrected him.  so now he brings us into that hope

which, because of his great mercy, we can enter!

4.   that eternal, holy and perfect inheritance that we will receive will

never pass away.  this is because god cares for that [ inheritance ]

there in heaven and, later, it will be yours.  yes, you will receive that!

5.   it is his powerful faith in you that protects you until the end of time

when finally he opens that salvation that he now holds ready. when

you enter there, that [ salvation ] will be yours!

6.   knowing that, you can greatly rejoice, understanding that from time

to time you may have to endure various and many persecutions.  these

[ persecution ] will soon be over and so, knowing that, you can now

greatly rejoice!

7.   you can understand those persecutions by understanding how fire is

used on gold.  fire causes gold to become pure but still, later, when

jesus comes, that pure gold will pass completely away... so also,

persecutions prove that the faith in you is that very precious and pure

faith.  therefore, later, when jesus comes again, that true faith will

give praise, glory and honor to him!

8.   you have not yet seen him and yet you love him!  yes, you don't see him

but faith in him inspires great joy in you... joy that is amazing,

wonderful, glorious... joy that you can't explain!

9.   it is faith's goal that the salvation [ that god holds ] will succeed a

save your soul... yes, that is what you will finally receive!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 20:19-31

19.  now [ on sunday ], the first day of the week, in the early evening, the

disciples were all together in a room with locked doors because they

feared the jews.  jesus came and stood among them.  he said to them: 

20.  "peace be with you!"   after saying this, he showed them both his hands

and side.  therefore, the disciples saw the lord and rejoiced!

21.  jesus again told them: "peace be with you!  as the father sent me, so

also i send you!"

22.  after saying this, he breathed on them and said: "receive the holy spirit!

23.  "yes, the sins of any people that you forgive... they truly have

forgiveness.  but any of them that you can't forgive... they have no

forgiveness!"

24.  when jesus came, thomas was not with them, but he was one of the

twelve disciples.  he is also called didymus, [ meaning twin ].

25.  therefore, the other disciples told him: "we have seen the lord!" but

thomas told them: "first, the nail crucifixion marks in his hands...yes, i

must see and touch those same marks with my finger.  also i must put my

hand into his side.  until i do, i will not believe!

26.  eight days later, in the same house, again his disciples were together

and thomas was with them.  the doors of the room were locked, but

still jesus came and stood among them saying: "peace be with you!"

27.  then he told thomas: "come with your finger.  see the marks in my hands! 

and put your hand into my side!  don't continue faithless, no, but

believe!"

28.  thomas answered and said: "my lord and my god!"

29.  jesus said to him: "you believe because you see me?  truly blessed are

those that have not yet seen me but, no matter, they believe!"

30.  understand that many and other wonderful amazing things jesus also

did.  the disciples saw him do all these other actions also!  the other

things are not written down in this book [ of john ].  no,

31.  but the things are written here so that the faith in you knows that

jesus is truly the christ, god's son, and, with his faith in you, you enter

into his name and will have life!

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts  2:14a, 36-47

14a. in that crowd there, peter stood up.  he was with the 11 other [

disciples ].  he preached in a very loud voice [ saying ]:  ....

36.  "now, therefore, you jewish people, understand clearly about the

things i inform you and all other jewish people!  jesus, whom you

crucified... yes, god has established him as both true lord and christ!"

37. now they attended peter's word and their consciences bothered them.

they said to peter and the disciples: "men, brothers, now what do we

do?"  and peter told them: "you must push your sin aside, turning from 

38.   "it to god!  with faith in the name of jesus christ, he will baptize you,

forgive your sin and you will receive the gift of the holy spirit!

39.  "his promise belongs to you, belongs to your children and belongs to

the people living far away.  it makes no difference who!  yes, truly [

this promise belongs to ] the many... any whose heart depends upon the

lord our god!"  with many other words he witnessed, seriously telling 

40.  them and warning them saying: "from this terrible generation, ever

becoming more corrupt, please understand: he is the savior which you

now 

41.  can have!"  [ the disciples ] baptized those who happily welcomed his

word and during that same day god added around 3000 souls to the  

42.  [ group ]. they zealously continued attending the apostle's teaching,

fellowship together, the breaking of bread [ meaning the lord's 

43.  supper ], and prayer.   deep, heart felt fear and respect inspired every

soul, wow!  the disciples did many wonderful works and proofs!  all

those who had faith were united 

44.  together, sharing all their things.  suppose any among them had 

45.  a need... the [ others ] who had lands, houses, or various other things,

sold them, so that they could give to satisfy all, any who had need... 

46.  wow!  daily, they zealously continued to attend the temple, daily

united with one mind.  they broke bread at a different houses each day

and they shared their food, having simple, happy and honestly kind

47.   hearts...  wow!  the actions of their [ lives ] praised god.  all the other

people liked and respected them.  daily, the lord saved people, adding

to their group.
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the second lesson is 1st peter  1:17-21

17.  that true father which you have and to whom you pray is the same one

who does not evaluate people with a judgement that compares them.

no, but he evaluates people by judging the actions of each one! 

therefore, understanding this, you can live here, a short life, like a

traveler only... yes, living in fear and respect of the father.

18.  now your fathers in the past... truly they lived empty and worthless

lives, which are the lives you have followed.  from that, god bought

you back as his again...  with what did god buy you back as his?  not

with things like gold or silver which are no good... no never!  you 

19.  know that!  but he bought you with that one, with christ, whose

precious blood could buy you back as god's again.  he is as a lamb,

20.  a holy, perfect [ offering to god ]!  now understand that when the

world was not yet here, the father already chose christ, [ the son

who later would come ] and appear here at the end time to save you!

21.  yes, with him in you, he succeeds so you have faith in god.  it is that

same god who rose [ jesus ] from death and glorified him.  so, yes, the

faith and hope in you depends on god himself!

the holy gospel lesson is luke  24:13-35

it was the morning on which jesus rose again,

13.  that same day when two followers were walking from jerusalem to

the town of emmaus.  it was about a 7 mile walk.  they were talking to

14.  each other about the things that just happened.  and as the two were 

15.  talking and discussing, they walked along and jesus came up and 

16.  walked with them.  god did not allow their eyes to recognize him.

17.  he said to them: "as you two have walked, you have discussed words

with each-other.  what is the meaning?"  they stopped, were very sad and

18.  the one named cleopas answered telling him: "many things have

happened in the last few days in jerusalem and many visitors saw this.  

but you don't know of it?  how are you the only one who doesn't 

19.  know!"   he told them: "what things are you talking about?"  they told

him:  "jesus was from the town of nazareth and many things happened

to him.  he was a prophet.  yes, he was a very powerful man in both

word and deed before god and the people!
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20.  "the high priest and ruling group took him and gave him to [ pontius

pilate ].  as judge, he condemned him to death by crucifixion!

21.  "we hoped he was israel's savior who would succeed and act.  this

was our hope.  but understand, it is now 3 days since these things

happened!

22a. "but also, early this morning, a few of our women went to the tomb

but they didn't find his body.

23.  "  they came back and said they saw a vision of angels who said that

[ jesus ] was alive!

22b. "wow did their words surprise us!

24.  "and a few men of our group went to the tomb and found things just

as the women had already said!  but those men did not see [ jesus ]!"

25.  now [ jesus, who was walking with them, ] said to them:  "you two are

truly foolish!  the prophet's have said many words, but your hearts

are slow, not yet believing those words!  don't you

26.  know the christ must suffer the recent things that happened to

succeed and enter his glory?  the prophets said this... right?"

27.  now [ jesus ] began with moses, then the prophets and explained the

many things that the holy scriptures said [ jesus ] himself would do.

28.  as they neared the town where they planned their trip to end, [ jesus ]

continued walking, like he was going to travel farther.

29.  the two encourage him saying: "the sun is setting and soon it will be

evening!  the day is almost over!  stay with us!"  he came and stayed 

30.  with them.   now it was time to eat.  he lay at table with them.  he

took the loaf of bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to them.

31.  now their eyes were allowed to recognize him and he disappeared into

nothing.  they could not see him!

32.  they said to each another: "wow, our hearts burned in us recently on

the way while he talked, explaining the holy scriptures to us... right?"

33.  that same hour, those two stood up and went again into jerusalem. 

they found the eleven and also the other followers who were 

34.  gathered together who said: "the lord has truly risen.  [ this

morning ], he appeared and, yes, simon did see him!"

35.  then those two shared about the things that recently happened on

the road and how, when [ jesus ] broke the loaf of bread, they could

recognize him!
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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

6:1. from then on the group of followers grew larger and larger.  there

were both greek and israeli jews in that group.  the greek jewish

people complained against the israeli group because those who daily

served food had overlooked their widow women, serving them nothing!

2.   now the 12 apostles called all the followers to come together, a

very large group.  the 12 said: "it is not right that we ignore god's

word, [ teaching and preaching ] which is our work, so we can serve

tables... that would not be right!

3.   "but brothers, seek from among you, 7 other men who are filled with

the holy spirit and are wise.  choose them for the office of [ serving

tables ].

4.   "we will continue praying and continue the ministry of [ god's word ]."

5.   their word was brought before the large group and they happily

accepted it.  they chose stephen, a man of faith and full of the holy

spirit.  also they chose 6 other men: philip, procorus, nicanor, timon,

parmenas and nicolas whose home town was antioch.  there he had

became a follower of the jewish religion.

6.   they brought these 7 men before the 12 apostles who prayed and laid

their hands on them.

7.  now god's word spread and the group of followers in jerusalem grew

larger, becoming a great number, wow.  included in the group were a

great many jewish priests who had faith and obeyed.

8.   now stephen, full of grace and power, did many wonderful things

which showed proof among the people.

9.   but there was an opposition group from the jewish temple.  they were

against stephen.  that group was called "free jewish men of the

temple" including jewish people from the towns of cyrene, alexandria

and the areas of cilcia and asia. they argued together against

stephen. ....

7:2a.  he answered them: "you brothers and fathers, attend my word! ....
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51.  "you stubborn people are like people having uncircumcised hearts and

ears!  you have been against the holy spirit just as your fathers were

before you.  this is what you now are doing!

52.  "your fathers persecuted all the prophets with the exception of not

one!  your fathers killed all those prophets who prophesied about

that righteous one, [ meaning jesus ]; prophesied that he was the

coming one!  it's true!  they killed them all and, oh yes, now you have

betrayed and killed that one!

53.  "also god's law which angels brought and informed you... the law you

received is the law that you are not following at all!"

54.  wow, stephen's word hurt them in their hearts and they became very

angry.  their teeth were set, growling against him... wow!

55.  stephen, full of the holy spirit looked into heaven and saw god's

glory and at his right hand, saw jesus standing there!

56.  he said: "look, i see heaven open and there standing at god's right

hand is the son of man, [ jesus ]!"

57.  they all screamed so loud and covered their ears to hear no more. 

as a united group they moved quickly against him,

58.  grabbing him and throwing him out of jerusalem.  they took stones,

threw them at him and stoned him.  now their witnesses against him

was that young man at whose feet they put their coats after they

had removed them.  that pile of coats lying at his feet was their

witness against stephen.  the name of that young man saul.

59.  as they stoned him, stephen prayed god saying: "lord jesus, take my

spirit to you!"

60.  falling to his knees he called out with a loud voice saying: "lord,

don't remember the sin that they now commit and do not list it against

them."  after saying that, he fell sleep!
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the second lesson is 1 peter 2:19-25

19.  when god's right conscience means that someone must endure

suffering caused by others... those that cause it are wrong but god

will commend the one enduring that!

20.  now suppose that you sin, do wrong, and then you must endure

punishment... what honor do you receive, what?  but understand that

if you do right and good but still must endure suffering then, before

god, god will commend you.

21.  god called you to endure the suffering in life remembering that christ

endured suffering in your stead.  he did this so he could show you his

right life and enable you to walk, following and copying his life.

22.  yes, he never committed sin and his mouth never considered any lie at

all!

23.  when people mocked and insulted him he did not answer with mocking

and insulting!  no, and during his suffering, he didn't curse.  oh no, but

he offered himself obediently to that one righteous judge in whom he

trusted!

24.  he carried our sin in himself and there [ people ] crucified him on the

cross.  now that, our sinful life, died so we can live that righteous

life!  god punished and hurt him to heal us!

25.  he is truly the shepherd and guardian of your soul.  you are like sheep

that had gone astray.  but now you have turned to again follow him,

[ the shepherd and guardian of your soul ]!
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the holy gospel is john 10:1-10

6a.  jesus told them a special picture story:

1.   "truly i inform you of the truth... that one doesn't enter through the

gate into where the sheep are but he climbs over to enter another

way... that one is truly a robber and a thief!

2.   "but that one enters through the gate into where the sheep are.  yes,

he is truly the shepherd of the sheep!

3.   "that guard at the gate opens it so he can enter!  the sheep all

attend his voice.  he calls the name of each sheep that belongs to him

and leads them out.

4.  "yes, when he has brought out all the sheep in his group he goes in

front and the group follows him.  the reason they follow is that they

know and understand his voice.

5.   "they don't know that stranger's voice and so they refuse and won't

follow him but they run and will escape from him."

6b.  now they didn't understand the things that his picture story taught

them,

7.   so again jesus said: "truly i inform you the truth... i am that gate

itself!

8.  "before i came here, all those that came were robbers and thieves. 

yes, all of them!  but those sheep didn't attend them at all!

9.  "i am that gate itself.  i will truly save anyone entering through me. 

he can go in and out to that place that has good food.

10.  "the only reason that thief comes is so he can steal, kill, and destroy! 

the reason i come is so you can have life, yes, the most wonderful life

you will have, wow!"
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 17:1-15

1.   as those two, [ paul and s-i-l-a-s ], were traveling, they went through

the towns of amphipolis and apollinia, arriving at the town of

thessalonica.  there was a jewish church in that town and paul 

2.   entered the jew church as was his habit on every saturday.  for 3 weeks,

on the holy worship day, he went and discussed the scriptures with them.

3.   he explained and proved that the true christ must suffer, die, and rise

again.  he told them:  "this jesus, whom i announce, is the true christ!"

4.   he convinced some of the jews and they joined paul and silas' group. 

also a large group of greek people that feared god and many important

5.   women join them!  now the group of jews became jealous.  they went to

the market area and got together a group of rough, evil men.  a large

crowd gathered and great rebellion happened in the city!  the group

searched for those two men.  they thought that they were in the house

of the man named jason.  the group went and demanded that he hand

6.   them over.  when they didn't find them, they dragged jason and a group

of [ christian ] brothers before the city officers!  they shouted: "the two

men [ we search for ] caused corruption and trouble all over the earth!  

7.   "now they have arrived here!  jason welcomed those two into his house. 

with regard to obedience to the laws of caesar... they all say no!  they

say that jesus is another "king!"

8.   the city officers heard these recent things and the crowd was becoming

9.   very upset and confused.  they demanded that jason and the group of

[ christian ] brothers deposit bond money and then they freed them to go.

10.  during that very night, the brothers sent paul and silas to the town of

berea.  when they arrived, they entered the jewish church there.

11.  compared with the people at thessalonica, these people were of honest

character!  they eagerly accepted paul and silas' word.  daily they

studied the scriptures, checking to be sure that the things paul and 

12.  silas said agreed with the scriptures!  faith in god was in the hearts of

many jews and in the hearts of many important greek women and men.
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13.  now paul announced god's word in the town of berea and this

information spread to the group of jews in thessalonica.  that group

14.  came [ to berea ], upset the crowds and caused trouble.  immediately,

the [ christian ] brothers sent paul far away to the sea, while those

two, 

15.  silas and timothy, continue to teach there in [ berea ].  a group of men

traveled with paul, bringing him safely to the city of athens.  he

commanded them to tell silas and timothy to come here to him as soon

as possible.  then the group left him and traveled home.

the second lesson is 1 peter 2:4-10

6.   the word written in holy scripture says: "notice in the city of zion,

that stone, i chose, establishing it was the precious corner stone!  with

his faith in the hearts of any one, those same ones will never be

ashamed!"

4.   therefore, now come near to [ jesus ], the true living stone, the one

who god chose and the same one that those people rejected!

5.   also you yourselves are truly living stones which god takes and

builds into that spiritual house.  he causes you to become holy priests

and enables you to enter there.  yes, with faith in jesus christ you can

offer spiritual sacrifices which god will accept!

7 (part).  now because of his faith in you, he [ jesus ] is truly precious to you. 

but those builders reject that stone.  it has now become the important

8.  corner stone!  wow, that stone itself comes and will trip them.  that

rock itself comes and they will fall over it.  they don't obey the word

and so they stumble, as god decided would happen against them

7 (part).  because they have no faith!

9.   but you are a special, chosen group; a group of royal priests, a holy

country group that belongs to god!  therefore you can proclaim and

inform his praise all over!  yes, before you lived there in darkness.  but

that god summoned you out of your darkness into his wonderful light.

10.  wow, in that light you live!  before, you were not a special people at

all.  but now you are truly god's people!  before, you received no

mercy.  but now god truly shows mercy to you!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 14:1-12

jesus continues to teach saying:

1.   "don't worry in your heart!  oh no, but have god's faith in you, in your

hearts, and have faith in me!

2.   "in  my father’s house are many beautiful rooms!  that is the truth and

so i inform you that i go to prepare a place for you!

3.   "i now go to prepare that place and i will come back and bring you

there with me!  then, in the place where i live, you will live there with

me!

4.   "you truly know the way to the place where i go!"

5.   thomas said to him:  "lord, we don't know the place to where you are

going so how can we know the way... how?"

6.   jesus said to him: "i am the way, the truth, the life!  any one coming to

the father, can only come through me to meet the father!

7.   "if you know me, you also know my father!  yes, and from now on you

know him and have seen him!"

8.   philip said to him: "lord, show us the father and that will satisfy us!"

9.   jesus told him: "i have been with you so long philip and yet still you

don't know me?  any one who sees me has seen the father already!  so

how is it that you say: 'lord, show us the father?'

10.  "the faith in you knows that i am in the father and the father is in me...

right?  the words i tell you are not from out of myself.  oh no, but the

father's work that he is doing is what i am doing!

11.  "i am in the father and the father is in me!... is that the faith you have?  if

not, then you can have faith in that proof, yes, faith in those powerful

works that i caused to happen!

12.  "i tell you the truth...  when it is my faith that is in any one then that

one will also do my same powerful works!  and now i go to the father,

and so he will do even many more powerful works ... wow!"
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 17:22-31

22.  there on a hill called ares, those people's religion council was

meeting.  paul stood up in the middle of the group and said: "you men

living in the city of athens... i see that you follow closely every

religious thing.

23.  "i walked around among your worship things, looking them over and

closely observing them.  i found one altar on which the writing said: 'to

that god we don't-know!'  you have worshiped him and in ignorance have

not known him.  so now i will proclaim him to you and will inform 

24.  "you about that one.  he is the one god who made the whole world and

all the things in it!  he is truly the exalted lord ruling heaven and

earth!  he does not live in temples and altars that the hands of people 

25.  "build.  the hands of people can't serve him like he needs anything! 

understand that he has given life, breath and all other things to you!

26.  "he established every nation of people from the one man he made!  he

decides the time each will continue to exist and he has also decided the

borders for all countries.

27.  "he did this because god wants people to seek him, to sense their need,

to know and find him.  for truly he is not far from each of us...

28.  "with him in us we live, can act and understand life!  just like a few of

your poets have said: 'we truly are his children.'

29.  "yes, we are children born of god so don't think of the true god himself

as one of gold or silver or stone; like the skill of a person is able to

carve and design a statue able to make a copy of god... no, a person

can't invent a copy of him and that stone statue is not him!

30.  "god overlooked your ignorant thinking of the past.  but now he

commands all people over all the earth to leave sin and turn to attend

31.  " him!  yes, [ this they must do ] for on a future day, which god has

already decided, on that righteous day he will judge all the people

living over all the earth!  as judge he chose that man, [ jesus ], proving

he is the one!  for when [ jesus ] died, [ the father ] raised him again as

the judge god chose."
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the second lesson is 1 peter 3:15-22

15.  therefore, if someone asks about the hope you have, you can always be

ready with your answer because christ is lord in your heart where his

holiness rules you.

16.  but, as you answer, do so in gentleness, with respect, so your

conscience will continue clean.  answer in that way because, while

those people lie against you, saying evil words to persecute you,

christ's behavior and good actions in you will shame them!

17.  now if god's will means he allows you to suffer these recent things, it

is better that you suffer even though you are doing good things than

you do evil things and suffer... [ yes, it better that you suffer even

though you are doing good. ] 

18.  for notice it was because of sin and death that christ died.  he died

once to save all people!  yes, that righteous one died to save

unrighteous, unholy ones, meaning you and me, and to bring them all

back to god!  sin in his body killed him.  the spirit inspired life in him

again,

19.  enabling him to go to those people in jail, [ in hell ], to proclaim the

news to them.

20.  long ago, in the days when noah lived, those [ same ] people did not

obey god.  but god was so very patient, waiting a long time [ while

noah ] built that ark [ ship ].  [ they did not obey him ] and truly he saved

only a few people.  yes, only eight souls in all were in [ the ark ] when

the water came and saved the few!

21.  this happened long ago as a picture to teach you.  so also now the

water of baptism saves you, not meaning it washes the dirt from the

body as in a bath.  no, but in you, [ baptism ] succeeds [ and saves you ]

by jesus christ rising again in you a clean conscience in you before god!

22.  [ jesus ] went up to heaven, seated at god's right hand.  he rules all

angels, authorities, and powers, who all obey him!
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the holy gospel lesson is john 14:15-21

jesus continues to teach...

15.  "suppose that you love me... then you will closely follow my

commandment

16a. "and the helper, the other helper,

17a. "yes, the spirit of truth...

16b. "i will ask the father and he will give that other one to you and he

will continue forever with you!

17b. "the people of the world who dote upon world things are unable to

receive him because they can't see him and they can't know him.  you

know him because he continues with you and will live in you!   yes, he

will!

18.  "i will never abandon you as children having no parents.  no, but i will

come to you.

20b. "i am in the father and you are in me and i am in you!   the meaning of this

you don't understand yet, 

19.  "but later, yes, it soon will happen when, from then on, the world here

won't see me.  it will soon happen but you will see me and because i live

so also will you live.

20a. "when that happens then you will understand this clearly, you will!

21.  "the one who takes that commandment of mine to follow it closely is

the same one who loves me, [ jesus ].  yes, that one is the same one whom

my father loves and also is the same one i will love and will clearly

inform that one about myself!"

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS
(See Series B voice - pages 78 - 81) 



-SERIES A, PAGE 102-

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is acts 1:[ 1-7 ]1, 8-14

[11. theophilus, sir, understand that i wrote the things about jesus in my

first book to inform you about all the things jesus began and did,

2.   yes, up until the day when he stood before those followers that he had

chosen.  on that day, he gave them his final words of command which

the holy spirit helped them understand and then he stood and [ god ]

took him up to heaven.

3.   this is the same group to which he, himself, appeared after he suffered,

[ died, rose again ].  he again [ appeared ] to them alive.  after that, for

40 days, he showed them many proofs that they could see.  he also

explained to them the things of the kingdom of god.

4.   during one meeting, he commanded them: "don't leave jerusalem, but

continue to wait there until you receive the father's promised gift.  i

already had spoken about this gift and informed you.

5.   "yes, before john baptized you with water but [ soon ], in not too many

days, the holy spirit will baptize you!"

6.   now they gathered together to question him, saying: "lord, is it now the

time when you will again establish israel's kingdom?"

7.   and he said to them: "it is not necessary that you know of the times and

seasons over which the father's own authority rules. ]

1
verses 1-7 are optional
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8.   "but, later, when the holy spirit comes, you will receive power and you

will become my witnesses.  you will go all over jerusalem, the area of

judea, the area of samaria, and finally all over the earth, no matter

how far... yes, you will go as my witnesses!"

9.   when he had finished saying this, while they watched, he stood there

and [ god ] took him up into a cloud.  after that, their eyes couldn't see

him.

10.  now jesus ascended to heaven while they watched.  they continued

staring up into heaven and two men dressed in white clothes, stood by

them

11.  and they said: "men from the area of galilee... why do you stand here

staring at heaven... why?  that same jesus who recently stood there

and, while you watched him go, god took him into heaven ... understand

that in the future god will again bring this same jesus back down as

you saw him go!"

12.  now this happened at the mount of olives which is not far from

jerusalem.  it was the distance that the holy worship day law allowed

people to walk once on that day.  now those followers again went

into jerusalem,

13.  they again went into the same upstairs room where they were before. 

these are the disciple's names:  peter, john, james, andrew, philip,

thomas, bartholomew, matthew, [ the other ] james whose father is

alphaeus, simon, the zealot, and [ the other ] judas, whose father is

james.

14.  united together as with one mind, they continued in prayer.  that group

of women were with them including jesus' mother, mary and also jesus'

brothers were with them.
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the second lesson is 1 peter 4:12-17, 5:6-11

4:12.  my beloved friends: among you come terrible testings which are like

fire against you.  these you must endure.  these should not surprise you

like testings should not happen against you... oh no don't be 

13.  surprised but rejoice!   yes, rejoice because you can now share the same

sufferings of christ.  then later, when you see his glory, you can 

14.  greatly rejoice, wow!  now if christ's name in you cause them to insult

you... understand how greatly blessed you are, because the spirit of

glory, yes god's spirit has come to rest on you.  and if any one of you 

15.  suffer, let it not be suffering that you caused against yourself like

you suffer because you are a murder or thief or do evil things or nose

into the business of other people... suffering for this reason is not 

16.  good,  oh no!   but [ suppose you suffer ] because you are a christian...

don't be ashamed of that at all, but praise and celebrate in god for

your christian name truly shows christ!

17.  for the time is soon when god will judge and his judgement begins first

with his family!  so now understand that he informed those others

about his good news but they didn't obey... so if first god's judgement

begins with us...  what will his end judgement be against them... wow!

5:6. therefore, god's powerful hand on you humbles you so, at his right

7.   time, yes, he will exalt you!  cast your burden of worries to god

because he cares for you as you are one truly important one!

8.   now it is important that you control yourself, continue alert and

watchful.  yes, you must do this because your enemy, that devil, truly

goes around like a roaring lion, searching for someone he can devour!

9.   but strong faith in you enables you to resist him and endure the same

suffering that your brothers and sisters in faith endure all over the

world.  you all know

10.  that your god is alone the god of grace, the one who came in christ,

calling you into eternal glory, wow!  so now understand that your

suffering will soon be over and god himself will establish you, confirm

you, give you strength, supporting you with his strong foundation,

11.  wow!  for he has eternal power, yes, power forever, amen!



-SERIES A, PAGE 105-

the holy gospel lesson is john 17:1-11

1.   when jesus finished saying this recent word, his eyes looked to heaven

and he said: "father, now is the hour ready for you to glorify your son

so your son can glorify you!

2.   "you gave him the authority to rule people all over and you gave him

all of those people so he can give eternal life to them!

3.   "now eternal life truly means that they know you, the only true god

and [ that they know ] jesus christ, the one you sent here.

4.   "i came here and did the work here on earth that you gave me to do. 

this glorified you!

5.   "father, long ago, when the earth and heavens were not yet here, i had

glory with you.  now again glorify me with your same glory!

6.   "those people you separated from the world.  yes, i have informed the

ones you gave me so they can know you.  they don't belong to the

world but they are yours.  yes, you give them to me and they obey and

follow you!

7.   "now they clearly understand that all the great things that you give

me, you first put those things here and now have given them to me.  they

understand this

8.   "because your word which you gave me is the same word that i have

informed to them.  yes, this word they received in themselves.  the truth

that i come from you and that i am the one you sent here is the faith

that they truly have!

9.   "i pray that you attend them!  i don't pray for those that belong to the

world.  oh no, but i pray for those that you gave me, those who are

truly your people!

10.  "all things i have are truly yours and your [ things ] are mine and from

them glory comes to me!

11.  "from now on i won't remain here in the world for i come to you.  but

they will continue here in the world.  yes, holy father, with the same

name that you gave me, protect and support them!  then they will

become united as one as we are one!"
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PENTECOST SUNDAY
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is joel 2:28-29

[ 3:8b. the lord says: ]

28.  and later i will pour out my spirit on all people, i will!  your sons and

daughters will proclaim words of prophesy and your old men will

dream and your young men will see visions.

29.  during future days, i will pour out my spirit on both men and woman

servants and they will proclaim words of prophesy!  [ these recent

words, god said. ]

the second lesson is acts 2:1-21

1.  the day of pentecost finally arrived!  they, [ the followers, ] gathered

all together, there in

2.  that house where they sat around.  suddenly, from heaven came a

powerful sound, a loud blowing wind entered the house, wow.

3.   they saw a fire separate, descend on each one appearing as a tongue

of fire.

4.   the holy spirit inspired them all.  the spirit gave them various other

languages which they could now began to speak, wow.

5.   now jewish people who respected god and who came from every

country over all the earth now lived or visited in jerusalem.

6.   when those people heard the recent great wind and noise, a crowd

gathered.  they were confused and puzzled because each one heard one

[ disciple ] speaking his home language.

7.   they were truly shocked and asked each other saying: "these men that

are speaking, their home area is galilee, right!?

8.   "so how can each of us hear them in our various different native

languages, how?

9.   "yes, we are parthians, medes, elamites, and some from homes in the area

of mesopotamia; we are from judea, cappadocia, pontus, asia;
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10.  "phrygia, pamphylia, egypt, libya and people living near the town of

cyrene; also temporary visitors from the city of rome are here.

11.  we include jewish people and other people who recently became jewish

and we include cretans and arab people.  wow!  we hear god's

wonderful deeds proclaimed in our native languages, wow!"

12.  they were very shocked and puzzled and while considering this they

said to each other: "what is the meaning of this, what?"

13.  but other people mocked [ the followers ] saying: "they have drunk too

much sweet wine and are now truly drunk."

14.  there was a great crowd and peter was with the 11 [ followers ].  he,

[ peter, ] stood and preached to them in a loud voice saying: "you

jewish people and other people all living in jerusalem... let me inform

and explain to you the meaning of this recent happening.  now listen to

my words!

15.  "it is nine in the morning so its wrong for you to imagine that these men

are drunk!

16.  "but this recent thing happened as the prophet joel informed you when

[ joel ] wrote saying:

17.  "'god said: "and later i will pour out my spirit on all people, i will!  your

sons and daughters will proclaim words of prophesy.  your old men

will dream and your young men will see visions.

18.  "'"during that future time, i will pour out my spirit on both men and

women servants.  they will proclaim words of prophesy.

19.  "'"there in the heavens, i will cause surprising things to happen!  i will

also send warnings over all the earth below.  yes, blood, fire, and

smoke rising into clouds will warn them!

20.  "'"in that last, glorious, wonderful, and great day the lord will

finally come.  before that happens, i will put out the sun.  it will

become dark.   i will cause the moon to be blood.

21.  "'"people will pray, depending upon the lord's name... i will save those

same ones.  yes, i will!"  [ so says god. ]'"
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the holy gospel lesson is john 16:5-11

jesus continues to teach, saying:

5.   "i am the one that the father sent here.  but now i leave you, going to

him again.  and none of you question me saying: 'where are you going,

where?'  [ none of you question me at all ]

6.   "but grief fills your hearts.  yes, because of the things i have recently

informed you, [ great grief* fills you ].

7.   "but i tell you the truth that i must go back to him.  this is the best

thing to help you!  if i don't go back, the helper can never come to help

you!  but if i go, i will send [ the helper ] to you, i can and will!

8.   "now the world is mistaken in their understanding of sin, of

righteousness, and of judgement.  [ they are mistaken, ]  but that

[ spirit ] will come and rightly inform them!

9.   "they misunderstand sin because they have no faith in me.

10.  "they misunderstand righteousness because i go to the father and from

now on you can't see me.

11.  "and they misunderstand judgement because the father has already

judged the ruler of this world."

THE SUNDAY OF THE HOLY TRINITY
(ENGLISH TO VOICE WHILE ANOTHER PERSON SIGNS)

THE FIRST LESSON IS GENESIS 1:1 - 2:3

1:1. [ LONG AGO ] AT THE BEGINNING OF TIME, GOD WAS THERE AND HE MADE THE HEAVENS

AND THE EARTH.

2.  THE EARTH WAS PLAIN, WITHOUT ORDER AND EMPTY, HAVING NO LIFE.  THE EARTH WAS

COVERED WITH DEEP WATER AND GOD'S SPIRIT MOVED OVER THE EARTH.

5B.  NOW EVENING AND THEN MORNING ... IT WAS NOW THE FIRST DAY.

3.  AND GOD SAID:  "NOW LIGHT APPEAR."  AND LIGHT HAPPENED THERE

4.  AND GOD SAW THAT LIGHT AS GOOD.  HE SEPARATED THE DARKNESS FROM THE LIGHT 

5A.  AND THAT LIGHT HE CALLED DAY AND THE DARKNESS HE CALLED NIGHT. 
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8b. now evening and then morning ... it was now the second day.

6.  now god said: "you waters over all the earth separate above and

below the great expanse."  and the great expanse was between the

waters above and below.

7.  god made that great expanse with the waters below and above, yes,

that great expanse separated the waters above and below it.

8a.  god called the great expanse sky. 

13.  now evening and then morning ... it was now the third day.

9.  and now god said: "you waters below the great expanse... gather into

one place allowing the dry soil to appear."  and it happened.

10.  god called the dry soil land and the waters gathered into one place

he called seas.  god saw  all this as good

11.  and he commanded: "from the soil you green plants and trees grow,

plants with seeds and trees having fruit with seeds in it, each various

and different tree with seeds of itself."  and this happened.

12.  yes, from the soil grew plants all over, with each various plant

having seeds of its own kind.  from the soil also grew various

different trees and each had seeds in the fruit, seeds of its own.  god

saw this as good.

19.  now evening and then morning ... it was now the fourth day.

14a.  now god said: "light... you appear there in the heavens"

15b.  and it happened.  lights appeared

14b. to separate the day and night, to rule the change of seasons, to show

the progression of days into years.

15a.  those lights will shine, giving light to the earth.  yes, these appeared,

16.  two powerful lights that god made, the greatest light to shine and

control the day and the other light ruled the night.  also god made

the stars

17.  there and together with the other two lights they shined upon the

earth to give it light.

18.  they controlled the day and night and they succeeded in separating

the light from the darkness.  god saw all this as good.
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23.  now evening and then morning ... it was now the fifth day. 

20.  now god said:  "now you living things be there in the water and you

birds now fly above the earth in the sky."

21.  yes, god made the great fish appear in the water and every various

living thing appeared in the water... each various different kind of

living thing appeared in the water.  all various kinds of birds and

animals able to fly appeared in the sky.  god saw this as good.

22.  god blessed all these things and said: "you various different living

things in the water multiply in your separate kinds becoming many of

each separate kind, spreading through all the waters.  also you birds

multiply in your separate kinds becoming many of each separate kind,

spreading over all the earth.

31b.  now evening and then morning ... it was now the sixth day.

24.  now god said: "now from the soil area, you various different living

things appear." and it happened that each separate kind of animal and

living thing on the land appeared, each various kind of farm animal,

things that creep on the earth and other kinds of animals that are not

tame animals appeared.

25.  yes, god made every kind of wild animal appear and every kind of farm

animal appear and every kind of thing that creeps on the earth.  god

saw this as good.

26.  now in god he said: "let us [ us three ] make man... we can make him so he

has our image.  that man can rule everything.  yes, he can rule the fish

of the sea, the birds flying in the sky, the farm animals and all the

things creeping on the earth.  yes, he will control all of that."

27.  so god made man.  yes, he made him, male and female he made them.  he

made them to have his image.

28.  god blessed them and he commanded them saying: "you become pregnant

and multiply so you become many, spreading over all the earth.  you

will rule all the earth.  yes, you will rule the fish in the sea, the birds

flying in the sky and all the things that creep on the earth.

29.  "as food for you, i give you all the plants that have seeds that grow

over all the earth including the trees that have fruit with seed in it.
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30.  "i give all the green plants that grow as food to all the animals and

birds and all the creepy things... yes, i give this as food for everything

that has the breath of life in them."  god finished all this,

31a.  looked over it and saw everything that he had made as very good. 

2:1.  god made everything in the heavens and in the earth.  yes, every little

thing he finished

2.  and now it was the seventh day.  god finished everything he had made

and so now he rested from that.

3.  god blessed the seventh day as special and established it as holy for it

was on that day that he rested from all his work of creating.

the second lesson is 2 corinthians 13:11-14

paul says:

11.  brothers and sisters, i say one final thing and goodbye.  mesh

yourselves to that perfect goal!  accept correction.  yes and

continue with one mind united together.  live in peace and god who is

himself true love and true peace, will continue with you.  yes, he will!

12.  welcome each other with a holy kiss!

13.  all of god's people say hi...

14.  the grace of jesus christ... the love of god... and the fellowship of the

holy spirit continue with you all!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 28:16-20

16.  the 11 disciples traveled to the area of galilee, arriving at that

mountain which jesus had chosen.  this was as he had informed them.

17.  they saw him and worshiped him.  but some of them doubted.

18.  jesus came and talked with them saying: "[ god ] has given me all

authority of heaven and of earth.  yes, all authority.

19.  "therefore, go to all peoples, every group, bringing them and leading

them as disciples to follow me.  you baptize all people into the name:

father, son, holy spirit.

20.  "and all things, whatever i have commanded you, you teach the people

to obey and follow my commands!  and i will continue with you always,

everyday, until time is perfectly accomplished!"
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is deuteronomy 11:18-21, and 26-28

18.  establish the word that i give you and keep it in your hearts and in your

minds.  as a reminder... tie my word around your arms and around your

heads.

19.  teach my word to your children.  talk about it with each other while

you sit around the home, while you walk on the road, while  two lay in

bed together to sleep and while you are awake... yes, talk about it

with each other!

20.  write my word on the door frames of your houses and on your gates.

21.  now follow my word and your life will continue for many days here in

this land area that the lord promised to give your fathers of long

ago... yes, you will live many days here as will your children have many

days of their lives here in this place...  how many days?  as long as the

sky stays above the earth!

....

26.  today, see that curse and see that blessing!  i establish both of them. 

you can see them before your eyes!

27.  now if you obey the commands of the lord your god... then the blessing

will be yours!

28.  if you don't obey the commands of the lord your god... if you turn away

from the way that i commanded and you go after other gods that you

haven't known... if you do that then the curse will be yours!
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the second lesson is romans 3:21-25a [ 25b-281 ]

21.  but god established righteousness separate from the law.   yes,

without the law, god proclaims that in christ's righteousness he can

accept people!  the book of the law and prophets witness to this truth!

22.  faith in jesus christ brings [ the righteousness ] of god into those that

have faith.  god proclaims that in christ's righteousness he accepts

people!

23.  it's true!  all people have sinned and could not in any way come up to

the level of god's glory!

24.  jesus christ accomplished the work of salvation and god's grace

freely gave righteousness to you!

25.  the sacrifice that accomplished the taking away of sin was a sacrifice

which god himself offered to himself!  [ 1 faith in the blood of christ

succeeds in a righteousness where god can accept you as if you were

before christ's throne of mercy.  his offering of [ jesus ] proved that he

was righteous.   yes, god patiently overlooked the sins, not punishing

them up until jesus' sacrifice could succeed!

26.  god did wait until his offering of [ jesus ] succeeded in proving that he

is able to accept you right now.  his plan also proves that he is a

righteous, perfect judge.   yes, he can proclaim them as righteous in

christ, accepting those who have faith in jesus!

27.  therefore, how can we boast?  of what do we boast?  we can boast in

nothing at all!  we don't follow the principle of law, where a person

must work himself righteous... therefore truly we have nothing to

boast about.  no, but our principle is faith.

28.  for we truly know that faith itself proclaims god's acceptance of a

person as righteous.  this we truly know!  this happens without your

own works of the law because law works can't succeed.  faith alone

succeeds without the works of the law.  the works of the law don't

help faith in any way!  ]

1
verses 25b through 28 are optional
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 7:[ 15-201 ] 21-29

jesus continues to teach:

[ 15.  "i warn you to ignore false prophets!  they come like ones in sheep's

clothing but inside they hide their truly selfish wolf selves!

16.  "you will know them and by their fruits [ which mean their actions ], you

will recognize [ that they are wolves ].  people can't pick grapes from

an area which grows thorns!  people can't pick figs from an area that

grows thorns and weeds.

17.  "every good tree will grow good [ fruit ]!  every bad tree will grow

bad [ fruit ].  yes, this is true!

18.  "a good tree can't grow bad fruit!  a bad tree can't grow good fruit!

19.  "truly every tree that does not grow good fruit will be chopped down. 

 yes, it will!

20.  "therefore, you will know them by their fruits [ which mean their

actions ].  yes, you will recognize [ that they are wolves ].    ]

1
verses 15 through 20 are optional
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21.  "not all of the group which says: "lord... you are my lord," will enter

the kingdom of heaven... no, not all of them will enter!  but only those

will truly enter heaven who follow and obey the will of my father in

heaven!

22.  "on that last day, many will come saying: 'lord, with the authority of

your name, we prophesied and proclaimed ... lord, with the authority of

your name, we cast out devils from people...   with the authority of

your name we did many powerful things... right?'

23.  "but [ on that last ] day i, [ jesus ], will tell them:  'i have never known

you!  depart from me you doers of evil who do lawless acts!'

24.  "therefore, everyone who attends my, [ meaning jesus', ] word and does

it is like that wise man.  he built his house there on that rock!

25.  "the rains came hard against the house...  the rivers flooded over

[ against the house ]...  the wind blew terrible [ against the house ]... but

that house did not collapse at all.  yes, this is because it had a

foundation on the rock...

26.  "now everyone who attends my word but does not do it is like that

fool!  there upon that sand, he builds his house...

27.  "the rains came hard against the house...  the rivers flooded over

[ against the house ]...  the wind blew terrible [ against the house ], and

that house collapsed and truly terrible was the collapse of it!"

28.  when he finished speaking these recent words, that large crowd of

people became truly amazed at his teaching... wow!

29.  they were amazed because his teaching had authority, not as the law

teachers [ whose word had no authority at all ]!



-SERIES A, PAGE 116-

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is hosea 5:15 - 6:6

5:15. the lord speaks:  "now, i will again go to my place and wait there until

they admit their guilt!   then, finally, they will earnestly seek my face. 

yes, in their terrible grief, they will eagerly seek me... they will!"

6:1. [ now the people of israel said to each another ]  "come-on!  now we can

again go to the lord.  he has destroyed us but he will now heal us!  he

has hurt us and our hurt body he will bandage.  yes, he will!

2.   "after two days, he will wake us up again.  on the third day, he will

again bring us into life before him... oh yes, he will!

3.   "come on!  we can proclaim what we know about the lord and we can

continue as our goal to know him better!  for as certain as the sun will

rise tomorrow, so also he will certainly appear, yes, he will!  and as

certain as the winter and spring rains come every year to water the

earth, so is it certain also that will he certainly come!"

4.   [ again the lord speaks ]:  "hey ephraim... what can i do to help and

change you?  hey judah... what can i do to help and change you?  like

the morning fog and morning dew dissolve quickly, so your love

dissolves quickly!

5.   "therefore, like with a sword, my prophets will slice you to pieces and

succeed for me!  they will speak the word of my mouth which will kill

you.   yes, my judgements like lightening will quickly come and judge

against you... yes, quickly!

6.   "understand that i don't desire your animal sacrifices but i desire you

to be merciful to others!   instead of animal sacrifices, i want people to

know me and willingly proclaim that they know me!  yes, this is what i

want!"

the second lesson is romans 4:18-25

18.  now abraham had no hope in himself at all.  but, no matter, he had hope

that depended on faith so he could become the father of many peoples,

wow!  just as god said before: "your children will truly become many!"
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19.  now he considered his own body to be like dead already.  it's true, for

he was 100 years old!  the womb of his wife, sarah, had been dead for a

long time.  but his faith did not become weak at all!

20.  he did not disbelieve god's promise but in faith knew his promise would

happen.  god's powerful strength of faith supported his heart and he

21.  gave glory to god!  faith knew that truly god would do as he

promised!

22.  so god saw faith in him as righteousness!

23.  this recent word (quote) "faith in him as righteousness" (end quote) was

written down before in the book but not as meaning for him (abraham)

alone... oh no!

24.  but it was written meaning that god would also include us!  for jesus

christ died and [ the father ] truly resurrected him!  now the ones

having that same faith in the father have the same faith that he sees as

their righteousness.

25.  [ he allowed people to ] crucify [ jesus ] because of our sin, yes, the

wrong things we did.  but [ the father ] raised him again to life so he

could again proclaim us righteous!  yes, he could, wow!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew  9:9-13

9.  now sitting in that small house where people pay tax was that tax

collector named matthew.  as jesus walked past, saw him and said to

him: "come follow me!"  matthew stood up and followed him.

10.  later, in a house, he and his disciples were lying around at table to eat. 

it happened that those many tax collectors and sinners also came and

reclined around the table and ate with jesus.

11.  now those pharisee priests [ those law teachers ] saw what he did and

said to his disciples:  "about your teacher, why does he eat with tax

collectors and sinners... why?"

12.  [ jesus ] heard what they said and answered: "healthy people don't need

to visit a doctor.  oh no, but sick people need to visit one!

13.  "now you go and study to find out the true meaning of the quote: 'i

don't desire animal sacrifices but i desire you to be merciful to people'

...  when you understand the meaning, come and tell me!  i didn't come to

call those people who are righteous in themselves.  no, but i came to

call sinners!  yes, i call them!"
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is exodus 19:2-8b

3 months before, the people of israel had left the country of egypt.

2.   the people of israel had just left from rephidim, traveling into the

desert of sinai here.  they set up their camp there in the desert before 

3.   the mountain.  moses went up to meet god.  from in the mountain, god

called to moses and said: "i will inform you the things to tell the family

of jacob and the things to tell the people of israel.  you tell them:

4.   "'you, yourselves, saw the things i did there against egypt and how i

carried you here like an eagle flying.   i brought you here to meet me.

5.   "'now, if you obey me and follow my promise, you will be the treasure

that belongs to me.  no other countries will be my treasure but you

will continue as my treasure.  truly the whole earth belongs to me,

6.   "'but you will become my kingdom of priests... yes, my holy country!' 

these same recent words that i have told you, [ moses ], now you tell

the people of israel!"

7.   now moses went down.  he called the group of the wise leaders and

said all the words that the lord had recently commanded him to 

8.   inform them.  the people, all together, answered saying: "we will do

everything that the lord says!  yes, this we will do!"

the second lesson is romans  5:6-11

6.   we are all unholy sinners, having no strength at all.  however, instead

of our death, at god's exact right time christ died instead  [ to

7.    save us ].  i, [ paul, ] suppose that sometimes, someone might be willing

to die to save a righteous man.  and the actions of that good man might

challenge someone to be willing to die and save him.

8.   but god showed clearly his own love to us.  while we were still

sinners, christ died instead of us dying.  wow, god's love... wow!

9.   yes, he truly saved us... wow!  god's future wrath will not be against

us at all because now [ jesus' ] blood announces us righteous, holy

again now... wow!
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10.  we were enemies of god and god joined us to him again as friends.  this

happened by his son [ who came ] and died.  yes, he joined us to god again! 

now his [ resurrected ] life can truly save us.

11.  yes, this is true, but also through our lord jesus, we can rejoice in god. 

through our lord jesus, we are joined again with god... wow!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 9:35 - 10:8

9:35.  jesus went all over to the large and small towns and taught in the

jewish churches there.  he proclaimed to them the good news of [ god's ]

kingdom.  there among the people, he healed every sickness and every

bodily weakness.   yes, he healed them all!

36.  he saw the large crowd and was filled with mercy for them because

they had terrible burdens and could not help themselves!  they were 

37.  like sheep that have no shepherd at all!   now he told his followers:

"the harvest there is truly great... wow!  but the workers are few!

38.  "the harvest belongs to the lord of the harvest.  so pray to him that

he sends more harvest workers.  and he will send them!"

10:1.   he called those 12 followers together and gave them authority over

the evil spirits so they could rule them and could cast them out of the

people.  they could heal every sickness and every bodily weakness.  

2.  yes, their authority could heal them all!   now the names of those 12

special followers are simon whose name is peter and his brother

andrew;  james, whose father's name is zebedee, and his brother john;

3.   philip, bartholomew, thomas, matthew, the tax collector, james, [ the 

4.   other ] whose father's name is aphaeus, thaddaeus, simon the zealot, 

5.   and judas iscariot who betrayed jesus.  he sent those 12 and gave them

a precise command saying:  "don't go to those other peoples (the not

jewish people) or enter the towns going to the people in the area of 

6.   "samaria!  no,  but now go to the astray sheep of the family of israel!

7.   "and while going, proclaim saying: 'the kingdom of heaven is truly 

8.   "near!'  heal those weakened by sickness!  raise to life again those dead

people!  heal those people sick with leprosy!  cast out the devils that

are in people!  you received freely, so you give freely!"
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is jeremiah 20:7-13

jeremiah said to god:

7.   "lord:  your word convinces and you have convinced me.  you overcome

me and i am completely overcome.  all day, those people mock me.  yes,

everyone mocks me!

8.   "but lord, i have proclaimed, shouted and preached your word.  i have

warned of the terrible future things and of the destruction! 

therefore, all day they shame me and insult me because of your word!

9.   "i suppose that i could decide not to say your word at all... and from

now on, i won't proclaim your name...  but when i try to hold in your

word, i tire of trying!  your word in my heart is like a fire.  it is like a

fire held in my bones...  wow! i can't hold it in... i can't!

10.  "i listen to their quiet talking.  they play terrible things saying: 'hey,

we will report his actions to the police!  hey, tell the police about his

actions!'  all my friends wait until i make some mistake.  they say:

'maybe those others will finally deceive him and we can overcome him. 

we can have victory and get revenge... we can!'

11.  "but lord, you are with me like a powerful soldier.  those who persecute

me will stumble, having no victory;  they will fail and terrible shame

will become theirs!  people will never forget their shame, never!

12.  "lord almighty, you investigate those righteous people.  yes, you can

investigate their hearts and their minds.  i give my situation into your

hands to investigate and judge!  now i will watch as your revenge

comes against them.  yes, this i will watch!

13.  "sing to the lord... give him praise, for he helped those people who

needed help.  yes, he accomplishes this by overcoming the evil hands of

those others!"
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the second lesson is romans 5:12-15

12.  just as when one man, [ adam, ] sinned, sin spread into all the world... 

yes, this sin brought death and death also spread into all people for

all people have sinned!

13.  that sin was here in the world when the law was not yet here.  while

there was no law here, no judgement came against the people.

14.  but still death ruled from the time of adam until moses.  yes, death

ruled all people, including those people who did not sin as he, [ adam, ]

sinned.  no, his sin was against god's voice command.  even though that

was true, death still ruled all people.  now adam's body was the same

as that future one, [ jesus, ] who would come!

15.  but that gift of [ god's ] grace was not like that sin... no!  for notice

that the one man committed one sin and wow, death spread so many

died!  but notice that one man, jesus christ... he was [ god's ] gift and

god's grace came in him and that grace could spread and touch the

hearts of many, wow!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 10:24-33

jesus continues to teach saying:

24a. "that follower is not first, exalted over his teacher, oh no!

25a. "but it will satisfy the disciple when he has achieved the same teaching

skill as his teacher!

24b. "and that servant is not first, exalted over his lord, oh no!

25b. "but it will satisfy him when he can serve as his lord requires.  now

suppose they say that the name of the lord of that house is

beelzebub... so also will that name belong to the members of his house!

26.  "god will later open their hidden actions, showing them to others.  he

will later inform their secrets to become general knowledge!  so

don't fear, no!

27.  "suppose i tell you things during the night... [ later ], you proclaim them

during the day light!  when i say my quiet words said into your ears

only...  later, you proclaim them.  yes, stand on the roof tops and

[ proclaim them ]!

28.  "don't be afraid of those that can kill your body... no, for they can't

kill your soul!  but fear god!  yes fear that one!  for both your body

and soul he can throw into hell's destruction, he can!

29.  "two sparrows cost one cent to buy, right?  but not one falls to the

ground unless your [ heavenly ] father decides that!

30.  "and also he has the count of each hair on your head.  yes, he knows

them all... it's true!

31.  "the sparrows are many and are important, but you are of so much

greater importance!  wow!  therefore you have nothing to fear!

32.  "suppose that in the presence of people anyone proclaims and gives a

thumbs up about me, [ jesus ]... then, so also will i say and give that one

a thumbs up before my father in heaven!

33.  "and suppose that in the presence of people anyone proclaims and gives

a thumbs down about me, [ jesus ]... then, so also will i say and give

that one a thumbs down before my father in heaven!"
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is jeremiah 28:5-9

5.   now the priests and all the people came to stand here in the lord's

house.  jeremiah stood before them and answers hananiah the prophet. 

jeremiah

6.   says:  "amen!  yes, i pray that the lord's actions agree exactly as your

prophesy word says.  i pray that god succeeds and brings back again

the things of the lord's house together with our enslave people there in

babylon!

7.   "but whatever happens, you must attend the word i tell you.  yes, you

can hear my word as can all people hear it!

8.   now both of us preach!  those other prophets have been preaching to

many other countries and powerful kingdoms for a long time and their

preaching warns of war, destruction, terrible sickness that spread and

kill people.

9.   "but now this prophet preaches peace!  did the lord send him?  how can

you recognize the lord's prophet... how?...  wait and let's see.  if his

prophesy word happens then he is the lord's true prophet!"
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the second lesson is romans 6:1-11

1.  therefore, what can we say... what?  can we continue to sin and so get

a lot more grace?

2.   no!  never, never, never!  to that sin we have died already!  how can we

again zealously live to sin, how?

3.   are we stupid?  [ god ] has truly baptized many of us into christ jesus

and so also [ god ] baptized us into his death!

4.   yes, as he baptized us into his death, baptism buried us with him, [  with

jesus ]!  the [ father ] accomplished this!  for just as christ died and the

father's glory raise him again, so also can we live a new life!

5.   he joined us to his death and we died.  now, just as he rose again we

will rise again, we will!

6.   now you know this.  [ god ] takes us, that old sin person and crucifies it

with [ jesus ].  therefore, he can take away the power of that sinful

body.  therefore, from now on, we don't have to serve as a slave to

that sin... no!

7.   truly when one has died he has become righteous and clean from his sin.

8.   now suppose that we die with christ.  then, yes, we will live with him. 

this is just as faith truly knows!

9.   christ died and [ god ] raised him again.  we know that he will never die

again!  the lord of death over came but that one is lord no more.

10.  but [ jesus ] already died once serving sin and from now on his life is in

service to god!

11.  so also consider yourselves:  as servants of sin you have died already! 

yes, so then, from now on, in christ jesus you can live as servants of

god!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 10:34-42

jesus continues to teach them:

34.  "don't think i came to bring peace on the earth.  no!  i did not come to

bring peace, but [ i bring ] a sword, yes!

35.  "my coming will cause that man to be against his father, and that

daughter against her mother.  [ it will cause ] that daughter-in-law to

be against that mother-in-law,

36.  "and that man's family will be his enemies.

37.  "if anyone first loves his mother and father and loves me second, then

that one is not worthy to be my servant!  also, if anyone first loves

his son or daughter and loves me second, then that one is not worthy

to be my servant!

38.  "if anyone is not willing to pick up and shoulder his cross, [ whatever

his cross means, ] and come and follow me... then that one is not

worthy to be my servant!

39.  "if one finds life here, then that one will loose that life.  yes, but if one

gives up his life so he can serve me... then that one will find his life, he

will!

40.  "if one welcomes you then he also welcomes me!  if one welcomes me,

then he also welcomes [ the father ] who sent me!

41.  "if one welcomes that prophet because he is named a prophet, then that

one will also receive the prophet's reward!  if one welcomes that

righteous man because he is called righteous, then that one will also

receive the righteous man's reward!  

42.  "now if someone gives a drink of cold water to one of those children

only because that one is a follower of my name, then that one will

never loose his reward... never, oh no!  yes, this is the truth that i,

[ jesus ], tell you!"
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is zechariah 9:9-12

9.   zion's daughter; you can greatly rejoice!  jerusalem's daughter, you

can shout with a loud voice!  yes, for behold... your king comes!  he will

rightly judge and truly save you!  he is humble, riding upon that donkey,

that young donkey with its mother!

10.  i will take the many chariots that ephraim has along with the many war

horses that jerusalem has... yes, i will take also the war bows and

arrows... i will take all of them and throw them away!  he, [ that

humble one, ]  will proclaim peace for all people!  he will rule all the

area from the sea and river [ to the western ] sea and all over the

world!

11.  he is my blood promise with you.  therefore, i will save your prisoners

there in that pit where there is no water.   yes, i will save them!

12.  also those prisoners that have continued to hope can come back again

to this strong city!  today, i tell you: "no matter what you lost in the

past, i will give you double that again.  [ i give a double gift to you ]."

the second lesson is romans 7:15-25

15.  the things that i want to do, i don't do at all!  the things that i hate,

are the things that i do!  why do i do them?  i don't understand my own

actions!  

16.  if i do those things that i don't want to do, i agree that the law is

good!

17.  and so, from now on, i understand that it is not i myself doing it but the

sin that lives in me does it!  

18.  now in me, in my sinful body, lives nothing good at all!  i truly know

this!  my desire to do good is here in me.  yes, i desire it but the ability

for myself to succeed and do that good is not in me.  no, in myself i am

unable to do good in any way!

19.  that good i desire to do, i don't do at all.  but yes, that evil that i

don't want to do, those terrible things i continue to do!  
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20.  now if the things i do are not the things that i desire to do, i know it's

not myself doing it but the sin that lives in me does it!  

21.  in me, i see that law that wants to do good.  yes, but also in me is that

evil here with me... its true!  

22.  god's law is the deep pleasure in my own heart... yes, in my life.  but i

see that other law in my body warring against that law in my mind.

23.  yes, the two war against each other and that law in my body defeats

and holds me captive!

[25b. therefore, on the one hand, my mind is a slave serving god's law but

on the other hand my body is a slave serving the law of sin! ]  

24.  oh, the terrible person i am truly here in my body of death!  who can

save me, who can?

25.  thanks to god.  he saves us!   yes, jesus christ our lord came and god's

action completely saves us!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 11:25-30

25.  now, at this time, jesus answered, looking up and said: "father, lord

and ruler of heaven and earth... i thank you because you hid those

things so the wise and smart couldn't see them.  but you informed them

to baby children.

26.  "yes,  father;  [ i thank you ] because this was your good pleasure that

accomplished this!

27.  "my father has given me everything.   yes, all of it!  the father alone

truly knows everything in the son!  others don't know everything in [ the

son ].   and the son alone truly knows everything in the father.  also to

those that the son decides to reveal the father, they can also know

everything in the father!  no others truly know everything that is in the 

28.  "father!  all you that are tired and have burdens, come and i will truly

give you rest!

29.  "i will take my yoke and give it to you.  accept it upon yourself and

learn my teaching.  yes, truly i am humble and compassionate and you

will truly find rest for your souls!

30.  "for truly my yoke is gentle and my burden is light weight.  yes, truly it

is!"
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 55:10-11

10.  the rain and snow from the sky succeeds and waters the earth, causing

it to grow, bloom and bear fruit.  it gives seed to the sower and bread

to eater.  when the [ water ] finishes this, it evaporates 

11.    again. just as [ the water recently succeeded, ] so also will the word

that my mouth announces.  yes, it will also succeed!  the word that my

mouth says does not come back in failure!  no, but the reason for which

i send my word, it goes and will accomplish it completely!

the second lesson is romans 8:18-25

18.  now understand that in comparing the suffering here and now in this

age with the future glory in heaven, that our present suffering is

insignificant compared to that most wonderful future glory in heaven!

19.  all that god made eagerly watches, eagerly wanting to finally see

god's children succeed and appear there in glory, wow!

20.  all that god made he enslaved so it is unable to improve itself at all! 

it didn't decide to enslave itself so it could not improve itself in any

way, oh no, but, god decided that nothing would be able to improve

itself in any way!  he did this because of hope.

21.  everything is now enslaved to becoming worse and worse until it is no

good at all.  but everything has a future hope that that slavery will

be gone.  it hopes not because of what it can do but because god will

save it.  it hopes to receive the exact same glory that god's 

22.  children hope to receive!   ever since the beginning, all that god made

has suffered together.  yes we know this.  everything has suffered like

the suffering pains of a mother giving birth to a baby.

23.  it is true that everything wants god to succeed [ and save it ].  but

also we, ourselves who the spirit's first born [ as the first fruit of a

tree ].  yes, we suffer in ourselves here waiting in eager hope for god

to finally save our bodies in heaven, adopting us as sons [ and

daughters ], wow!
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24.  this same hope is in us and so he has saved us.  but hope that you see is

not true hope at all!  for what hope is necessary when you have

already seen something?

25.  but with patience we continue to eagerly await that hope which we

have not yet seen to be the hope that will succeed!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 13:1-9, [ 18-231 ]

1.   on the same day when jesus was in that house and had finished [ what he

was saying ], he went and sat near that sea.

2.   a great crowd of many people gathered, so many that he had to go

into a boat that was there.  he sat down.  that crowd of people stood

on the sea shore.

3.   he had told them many stories that informed them about heavenly

truths.  now he said: "notice that one goes to sow seed.

4.   "now it happens that a few seeds fall near the way.  the birds come

peck them and finish the seed as food!

5.   "but other seed [ that he sows ] falls there on the rocky place where

there is not much dirt!  the dirt is not deep enough so it quickly sprouts

and grows.

6.   "it has no roots because of the little soil, so when the sun rises and

shines hot on the plant, it withers and becomes dry!

7.   "still other seed [ that he sows ] falls there where the thorns already

grow.  now the seed that falls there, sprout and the thorns grab them

and choke the seeds to death!

8.   "but other seed [ that he sows ] falls in good dirt where the seed can

sprout and grow, giving him fruit... one that falls and grows there,

gives him 100 [ pieces of fruit ]... another that falls and grows there,

gives him 60 [ pieces of fruit ]... still another that falls and grows

there, gives him 30 [ pieces of fruit ]...

9.   "now you that can listen, you are the ones that must understand!"

....

1
verses 18-23 are optional
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[181.  now he explained the meaning of the heavenly truth of the seed story 

while they listened to [ jesus ]!

19.  "the sown seed is [ god's ] word of the kingdom... now first, the meaning

of those seeds that fall near the way... they are his word sown into

someone that listens to the words of his kingdom but doesn't

understand them.  the devil comes and grabs away the word sown into

his heart!

20.  "now secondly, the word is sown and falls there in that rocky place...

the meaning is that someone listens to his word and quickly welcomes it

with joy.

21.  "but it has no root in him at all!  it grows for a short time. but, 

because of god's word in him, persecution and testings come and then he

quickly goes astray!

22.  "now thirdly, the seed is sown and falls among thorns that already

grow there.  the meaning of this is that someone listens to his word but

the worries of this life and the riches here deceive him.  those choke the

word so he can have no fruit at all!

23.  "now the last seed is sown and falls into good soil there.  the meaning

of this is that someone listens to his word, clearly understands it and

truly grows fruit...  one into which the seed falls will grow 100 [ pieces

of fruit ]... another into which the seed falls will grow 60 [ pieces of

fruit ]... still another into which the seed falls will grow 30 [ pieces of

fruit ]..."  ]

1
verses 18-23 are optional



-SERIES A, PAGE 131-

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 44:6-8

6.   hey, israel, your king and savior, the almighty lord says:  "i am the first

and i am the last!  i am truly god alone!  there is no other god!

7.   "who else is like me, who?  come here, stand, and proclaim yourself and

answer me.  it was long ago when i chose and established my group of

people!  since that time, various and many things have happened to them! 

now is that one able to inform me of all those things?  come here,

stand and say it!  can he show the future in a vision as a picture?  come

here, stand and say it!  yes, is anyone able to tell those future things?

8.   "don't you tremble nervously, oh no!  don't fear anything!  long ago i

already said that the things now happening would happen... right?  you

are my true witnesses!  i am the true god!  is there any other god?  no!

none!  i am alone the true rock!  i know of no other rock at all!"

the second lesson is romans 8:26-27

26.  during our weakness, the holy spirit helps us!  now the necessary

things about which we need to pray... we don't even know those

things... but the holy spirit himself prays those necessary things within

us.  he prays using deep words, sounds, signs which we don't know and

can't understand!

27.  [ god the father ] searches our heart and already knows our secret

things in our heart.  he also searches and knows what the spirit thinks

and so the spirit is able to pray for god to help his people and that

help will agree with god's will!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew  13:24-30, [ 36-431 ]

24.  he, [ jesus, ] told another story that informs about a heavenly truth...

he told them, saying:  "the kingdom of heaven is like this story: 'that

man, a [ farmer ], stood in his farm field and sowed good seed there!

25.  "'now, while it was night and everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and

sowed weed seed in that same area where [ the farmer ] had sowed the

wheat seed... yes, [ that enemy ] sowed the weed seed among the wheat

seed and then he left.

26.  "'now the wheat grass sprouted, grew and the stem developed the head

of the wheat, the fruit itself.  then among the wheat appeared the

weeds.

27.  "'the servants of that farmer came and said to him: "lord, you sowed

good seed in your farm field, right?  so how is it that weeds have

appeared?"

28.  "'and he said to them: "that one, an enemy, did this, sowing the weeds." 

now the servants said to him: "do you want us to go and pull those

weeds up?"

29.  "'but [ the farmer ] said:  oh no!  the roots of the weeds have entangled

with the roots of the wheat and in pulling the weeds you might by

mistake pull up both together!

30.  "'"so, until the harvest day, leave them both to grow together ... when

the harvest workers come, i will tell them: 'first harvest those weeds,

tieing them in bundles ready to throw into the fire.  then i will tell the

workers to harvest the wheat, gathering it and bringing it into my

store house!"'"

....

1
verses 36-43 are optional
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[ 361.  now that crowd of people was outside that house.  [ jesus ] went into

that house and his disciples came up to him saying: "the recent story

that informs about a heavenly truth, explain the story about the

weeds in the field..."

37.  he answered saying: "that one who sowed the good seed is the son of

man.

38.  "that farm area is the world.  the good seed are the sons [ and

daughters ] of the kingdom of [ heaven ].  the weeds are the children of

that evil one.

39.  "that enemy who sowed the weeds is that devil.  the harvest day is the

end of the age!  the harvest workers are the angels.

40.  "so, just as [ this recent story said ], so also will it happen at the end

of time... the [ angels ] will harvest the weeds, tie them in bundles to

throw them in the fire!

41.  "yes, the son of man will send his angels forth to go all over his

kingdom.  they will take and gather up everything which in itself tempts

people to sin and [ gather up ] the evil doers... the angels will take and

gather them.

42.  "the angels will throw them into that place burning hot, [ meaning

hell ]... yes, [ the angels ] will take and throw them all there and there

they will continue to grind their teeth, crying in terrible suffering!

43.  "and from then on, in the father's kingdom, his righteous holy people

will live there [ in his kingdom. ]  there their bodies will shine just as the

sun shines!  wow!  now those able to listen need now to listen!" ]

1
VERSES 36-43 ARE OPTIONAL
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is 1 kings 3:5 - [ 131 ]

5.   a man named solomon came to the area of gibeon.  while sleeping there,

god appeared to him in a vision.  in a dream god said: anything that you

want, pray for that and i will give it to you!"

6.  solomon answered: "my father david was truly your servant.  he

always followed your faith life in action.   yes, his heart was honest

and righteous, so you were kind to him.  you showed great kindness to

him even up to now, wow!  yes, you continue your kindness to his son,

allowing me to sit on [ my father's ] throne.

7.  "lord god... you established me, your servant king, to replace my father

david!   but i am like a small boy, so young and i don't know or

understand the right actions to complete my many and important duties!

8.  "your people here that you have already chosen, are a great people,

wow!  they are so many that it's impossible for me to count them!  now,

what can i, your servant, do here among so many, what?

9.  "who alone is able to rule your great and many people?  who can

alone? ... therefore, i, your servant, pray that you give in me the

ability to evaluate your people with understanding.  then i will be

able to separate their hidden right from wrong.  yes, give me that and i

will be able to rule them!"

1
verse 13 is optional; #1 note on next page refers to this note
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10.  solomon's prayer truly pleased the lord!

11.  now god said to him: "with your recent prayer you could have

requested a long life.  or you could have prayed for riches for

yourself.  or you could have prayed for the death of your enemies so i

kill them.  but oh no!  instead of asking for those three things or any

one of them... instead, you prayed for a heart in you which could

evaluate the people with understanding so you could rightly judge

them and rule them fairly...

12.  "therefore, just as you recently prayed, so also i will give you a truly

wise and understanding heart in you.  no one has ever had or will ever

have in the future the same ability i give you.

[131. "but i will also give you riches and honor.  you did not pray for these

but still i will give you riches and honor during your life here.  among

any of the other kings, people have never seen the riches and honor

that will equal yours !" ]

the second lesson is romans 8:28-30

28.  those with god's love can and do love him.   they are those living in

agreement with the purpose of his call.  god causes everything,

regardless of what it is, to accomplish good for them.  yes, this we

truly know!

29.  [ the father ] already, long ago knew those same ones.  he decided that

those people will become a perfect copy of his son, [ jesus ].  jesus is

his first born and he decided that those people will become jesus'

brothers [ and sisters ]... yes,

30.  those same ones that [ the father ] already long ago knew are the

same ones he called; those same ones that he called so long ago, he

judged already, announcing them holy;  yes, to those same ones he will

give glory. 

1
verse 13 is optional; #1 note on next page refers to this note
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the holy gospel is matthew 13:44-52

jesus was with his followers.  he told them another story that

informs about a heavenly truth:

44.  "the kingdom of heaven is like that treasure.  someone had hid it in an

area.  later, another one found it and then hid it again.  his joy in him

caused him to go, sell the things he had and buy that area!

45.  "again the kingdom of heaven is like that man whose business is buying

and selling.  he searches for the best pearls.

46.  "when he succeeds in finding that perfect, most beautiful pearl, he

goes, sells all the things he has and buys it.

47.  "again the kingdom of heaven is like that net [ which a group of

fishermen ] cast into the sea.  they pull in the net, bring in every

different kind of fish.

48.  "they pull the full net upon the land near the sea.  then they sit down

around it to separate the fish.  they put the good fish into baskets to

keep those fish.  they threw away the no good worthless fish!

49.  "the same thing will happen in the future when time ends!  the evil and

righteous people will all be mixed together.  many angels will come

and separate the righteous people from the evil people.  [ the angels

will throw ] those evil ones

50.  "into that place of hot fire and terrible suffering where they will

grimace in pain grinding their teeth!"

51.  [ jesus asked those followers ]: "these recent stories that i told you...

do you understand them?"  they said:  "yes."

52.  he told them:  "therefore [ understand ] that every law teacher who

learns and is able to understand the things of the kingdom of heaven...

that teacher is like one who owns a house.  in his house is a treasure

room from which he can bring new treasure or old treasure.  yes, from

that he is able to bring both!"
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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah  55:1-5

1.   "hey... everyone of you who is thirsty, come here for water.  you can

come with no money in your possession and buy food and eat... you can. 

it's alright!  come on!  you can, without money, buy wine and milk for it

will cost you nothing!

2.   "that so called bread... why do you spend your money to buy that...

why?  it can't satisfy you!  why do you work so hard and work and

work to get that... why?  now pay attention!  listen!  you eat that

good food and your soul will pleasure in the best food... yes, your soul

will!

3.  "listen and you can come to me!  pay attention and your soul will live!  i

promised my love to david.  it is that same love that now succeeds!   i

will now establish my eternal promise agreement with you.

4.   "yes, as a witness, i established [ david ].  i established him as a leader, a

ruler of the people.  by seeing david, they could see the proof of my

love!

5.   "now, those other countries that don't know you, israel... yes, those

other countries that you also don't know... still you will summon

[those countries ] and they will hurry to you.  they will come quickly

because the lord your god, israel's holy one, has given great glory

that glorifies you!"
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the second lesson is romans 8:35-39

36.  as it has already been written in the book saying: "all day, death is

against us because your name belongs to us!   we are like sheep that

are now ready to be killed!"

35.  who can separate us from christ's love... what can?  can a rough life

or worry or persecution or hunger or nakedness or danger or sword? 

37.  no, but by the one who came to us, who loved us... through him we can

defeat all these recent things listed!

38.  i truly know that with christ in us, death can't separate us, nor can

life, nor angels or angel rulers, nor present or future things, nor can

powerful things separate us!  they can't!

39.  high things can't nor can low things or any other thing separate us

from christ jesus our lord.  yes, he is god's love in us!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 14:13-21

now the people just informed jesus that john the baptizer had died.

13.  when jesus heard that, he entered a boat and left, going by boat to

that desert place.  the information about his leaving spread among the

crowds who walked from the towns in that area... many people

followed him, [ walking around the lake ] and arrived there before.

14.  the boat arrived at the shore.  when jesus came out of the boat,

walking on the shore of the lake, he saw the great crowd.  he felt

great compassion for them.  he healed all their sick people.

15.  now the evening darkness was approaching and soon it would become

ever darker.  his disciples came and said: "this place here is a desert

place and the evening time for eating is now past... the sun is setting. 

now send the people away so the crowd can go into those towns and

buy food to eat."

16.  but jesus said to them: "it's not necessary that they go far.. oh no!  

you feed them!"

17.  but they said to him:  "we have nothing here except five bread loaves

and two fish."

18.  he said: "bring the [ bread and fish ] to me."

19.  there was grass in that area and he commanded the crowd to recline

there ready to eat.  he took the five bread loaves and the two fish. 

looking up to heaven, he blessed them, broke the bread and gave the

food to the disciples.  the disciples distributed it to the crowd of

people.

20.  they all eat and were very satisfied!  the disciples gathered up the

left over food and filled 12 baskets!

21.  those who ate were around 5000 men.  in addition there were the women

and children also, wow!
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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is 1 kings 19:9-18

elijah traveled for 40 days and nights.  he finally arrived at god's

mountain called horeb.

9.   he entered a cave to sleep that night!  the lord's word aroused him

saying: "elijah, why are you here... why?"

10. he said: "with zeal, i have served the lord almighty.  yes, with zeal!  

notice the actions of people of israel:  they have forsaken your

promise agreement.  they have destroyed your altars.  they have killed

your prophets with their swords.  i am the only prophet still living and

they are trying to seek me out to kill me."

11. the lord says:  "the lord will come down here, so go outside and stand

on the mountain slope as the lord will soon pass by."  [ so he went

outside. ]  now there was a terrible great wind throwing the mountain

rocks around, exploding them before the lord, wow!  but the lord did

not come in the wind, oh no!  the wind went away and then an

earthquake happened.  but the lord did not come in the earthquake, oh

no!

12. when the earthquake was over, a fire came but the lord did not come in

the fire... no again!  then a small voice came quietly saying:

13. "elijah."  he pull his coat up over his face and went to stand at the cave

door.  the small voice quietly said: "why are you here... why?"

14. he said: "with zeal, i have served the lord almighty.   yes, with zeal! 

notice the actions of the people of israel:  they have forsaken your

promise agreement;  they have destroyed your altars;  they have killed

your prophets with their swords.  i am the only prophet still living and

they are trying to seek me out to kill me."
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15.   now the lord told him: "go back the same way by which you traveled

here.  go again to the desert area of damascus.  when you arrive, meet

hazael who lives there.  anoint him king to rule the area of syria.

16.   "also jehu, whose father is nimshi, meet and anoint him king to rule the

area of israel.  and elisha, whose father is shaphat and home area is

abel meholah... meet and anoint him as the prophet to replace you.

17.   "hazael will kill those children of israel idol worshippers with his

sword.  jehu's sword will kill any who escape.  and again, elisha's

sword will kill any who escape jehu's sword!

18.   "a group of 7000 israel children are my people.  they are separate for

me!  their knees have never bowed to worship baal nor have ever kissed

him!"

the second lesson is romans 9:1-5

1.     i, [paul], inform you, saying the truth.  yes truly i have christ in me and i

don't lie!  the holy spirit is within me and is in my conscience as a witness

of the truth!

2.     great grief is truly in me and i endure this terrible suffering that

continues to as true sorrow in me.

3.    this is because of my brothers [ and sisters ].  they are jewish people

just as i am.  but they are separate from christ and so will go to hell! 

i truly wish i could, in their stead, go to hell and save them.  they are

my people,

4.     the people of israel.  god has adopted them, his sons [ and daughters ]. 

yes his adoption belongs to them as does the possessing of god's glory

and also his promise agreements belong to them.  in addition, god gave

his law, temple service and the promises to them!

5.     their fathers are the true father's of god's church... yes, their flesh

gave birth to the body of christ, who is god, ruling everything.  he is

the one we praise from now on and forever!  amen!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 14:22-33

recently jesus had fed those people, around 5000 men.  in addition to

them were the women and children.  jesus fed them all,

22. then he strongly told his followers to enter that boat right now and

to leave.  he told them to go across the sea to the opposite side. 

later he would leave and meet them.  he himself could send the crowd

of people home.

23. so he sent the crowd of people home and then went up that mountain,

alone by himself to pray in private.  it was evening.  the sun had set.  it

became darker and darker.  he was there alone.

24. now the boat was far out in the middle of the lake, far from land in any

direction.  the waves were huge, tossing the boat around.  the wind

blew hard against the boat from all directions.

25. now it was early in the morning, between 4 and 6 a.m., when he came to

them.  he was walking on the water.

26. those followers in the [ boat ] saw him walking on the water.  they

were terrified greatly saying: "hey, it's a ghost" and their fear in their

hearts cried out terribly!

27. quickly, jesus said to them: "don't be afraid at all!  rejoice greatly for

truly i am!"

28. peter answered him saying:  "lord, is that truly you [ walking on the

water and not a ghost ]?  then invite me to be able to walk on the

water to meet you!"

29. he said: "come on!"  and [ peter ] climbed out of the boat and walked

towards jesus.

30. but in seeing the wind and the waves, he was afraid and began sinking

under the water.  he called out saying: "lord, save me!"

31. and jesus quickly reached out his hand, grabbing him, pulling him up and

said: "in you is only a little bit of faith... so why do you doubt?"

32. they climbed into the boat and the wind went down.

33. those in the boat worshiped him saying: "yes, truly you are god's son!"
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THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 56:1, [ 21 ], 6-8

1.   what does the lord say?  "my savior will soon come near...  my

righteous life will soon be revealed.  yes, you will know it!  therefore,

support and encourage fair judgements among all people and do right

things!

[ 21.  "that man is truly a blessed one who does as i recently said.  so also,

when that man carefully follows the holy worship day law and does

not insult it or going astray from it... when he holds his hand away so

as not to allow it to do evil... [ yes, that one is truly a blessed one ]! ]"

....

8.   the lord, the almighty ruler proclaims this saying: "the people of israel

are scattered and live in other countries... i will gather them back

here together.   and here together with them, i will succeed and gather

other peoples... i will!

6.   "i will have a relationship with those other peoples who serve the

lord. they are the ones that love and worship the lord's name; they

carefully follow the holy worship day law and do not insult it or go

astray from it; and they have faith in my promise grace agreement;

7.   "i will also bring them to my holy mountain, to my house of prayer,

giving them joy!  i will accept all the things they offer here on my

altar including their animal sacrifices,  this i will accomplish because

my house of prayer will be called a house of prayer where all peoples

can gather and pray!"

1
optional verse
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the second lesson is romans 11:13-15, 29-32

13.  you other peoples... i, [ paul ], inform you that i am a follower that god

sent to serve other peoples.  i truly know that this work i do in

serving

14. others is important work.   yes, this is because those jewish people might

notice my [ zeal in serving you ]... they are of my family and they have

the same flesh as i have... they might become jealously upset and then

god can succeed in saving some of them!

15.  now suppose that god's rejection of them means that he can join the

world to himself again... then what will it mean if he welcomes them

back?  [ it means ] they are resurrected from death!  ....

29.  [ god ] will never take back gracious gifts and his call.  no, he can't.  

he will never change his mind... no, never!  

30. just as you didn't obey god but now, because [ those jewish people ]

didn't obey god, he has been merciful to you...  

31.  so also then, just as god's mercy on you resulted in them being

disobedient to god, now, therefore, they can receive his mercy!

32.  yes, god has caused all people to be slaves to disobedience so he

could be merciful to them all!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 15:21-28

21.  now jesus left there, traveling into the area of tyre and sidon.

22.  now a canaanite woman who lived in that area, came to him, calling

out, saying: "lord, son of david, be merciful to me!  that devil lives in

my daughter, controlling her and she suffers terribly!"

23.  but he did not even answer her one word!  now his disciples came

saying: "she continues to walk calling behind us.  send her away!"

24.  and he answered saying: "those astray sheep of the family of israel...

god sent me to serve them alone and not to serve other peoples!"

25.  but [ the woman ] came, knelt at his feet, saying: "lord help me!"

26.  but he answered her saying: "its not right for me to take the children's

bread and throw it to the dogs, no!"
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27.  and she said:  "yes, lord, i agree.  but when the masters of those dogs

are eating food at table and a little bit falls from the table, the

dogs have a right to eat that, right?"

28.  now jesus answered, saying to her: "woman, the faith that is in you is

truly unshakable, wow!  just as you recently wanted [ me to help your

daughter ], so also now it will happen!"  from that same hour when he

spoke, healing came to her daughter... wow!

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is exodus 6:2-8

the people suffered terribly as slaves in egypt.

2.   now god says to moses: "i am truly the lord.

3.   "i, god almighty, appeared to abraham.  later i appeared to [ his son ]

isaac and later to [ his son ] jacob.  but i did not yet inform them of my

name:  yahweh. [ that name means i am ].

4.   "i established my promise agreement with them.  i promised that in the

future i would give them that country of canaan.  that was the same

country they lived in as foreigners.

5.   "also i have heard the people of israel's suffering complaints because

of their slavery.  i have remembered my promise agreement!

6.   "therefore, moses, you tell the people of israel: 'the lord, i am, will

succeed and lead you free.  i will break the wood yoke of slavery

across your shoulders and save you!  by my arm of power and my

judgements against the [ egyptians ] i will again save you,

7.   "'and accept you as my people.  truly i will be your god!  you will know

that i am truly your lord god, knowing that i broke the wood yoke of

slavery across your shoulders to save you.

8.   "'you will know that i led you to arrive into that country that i before

had promised to give abraham, isaac, and jacob.  i promised that

depending upon my own oath.  truly, that country which i give you will,

from now on be yours!  i am the lord!'"
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the second lesson is romans 11:33-36

33.  god's great riches and wisdom and knowledge is truly deep!  wow! 

they so deep that his judgments can't be analyzed by our understanding

nor can his ways be searched out by our investigations!

34.  for who has known the lord's mind?  or who has advised him?   who?

35.  who has already given to him that he must repay him? ...  who?

36.  for all things come to be out of himself.  all things depend on him and

all things truly belong to him!   his is the glory from now into

eternity... amen!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 16:13-20

13.  jesus and his disciples traveled into that area called caesarea 

philippi.  jesus questioned them saying:  "the son of man... who do people

say that i am?   who?"

14.  they said: "some people say that you are john the baptist himself. other

people [ say that you are ] elijah himself.  still other people [ say that

you are ] jeremiah himself or others say you are another prophet from

long ago."

15.  jesus said to them: "but you say <what>?  who am i?"

16.  simon peter answered saying: "you are truly the christ, the son of the

living god.  yes, you are his son!"

17.  jesus answered telling him:  "simon, son of jonah, you are truly blessed

of god because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you.  it was my

father there in heaven [ who revealed it to you ]!

18.  "also i tell you:  your name is peter, [ which means tiny rock ].  yes, but

on this rock [ foundation ] will i build my church and the church will

defeat the gates of hell!

19.  "i will give [ the church ] the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  the things

here on earth which you lock or bind... those same [ things ] are locked

or bound there in heaven.  and the things here on earth which you free,

those same [ things ] are freed there in heaven!"

20.  now he warned those followers that they were to keep quiet, telling

no one that he was the christ!
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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is jeremiah 15:15-21

15.  lord, you understand.  you remember and care for me!  they persecute

me and you avenge me!  you are truly patient.  you won't throw me

away... oh no!  remember that i endured their insults and mocking!  yes,

remember!

16.  you spread out your word like a feast and i ate it.  it was my joy and

pleasure in my heart!  lord god almighty, i serve your name with my

life.

17.  i never sit with those mockers or party with them!  no, never!  but i sit

alone because your hand is on my shoulder and your touch caused me

to hate their actions!

18.  but why does my pain continue?  why do the terrible, terrible sores on

my body never heal or improve!  that water flows but deceives me and

dries up.  the water flowing from that hill becomes less and less! 

lord, are you like those two examples?

19.  therefore the lord answered me saying: "if you push your sin away and

turn to me, i will forgive you and heal you, and again you can serve me! 

you push aside those words that are not important at all!  you

proclaim those important words and my announcer you can become!  

don't turn to those other people... no, but they must turn to you!

20a. "i will make you like a wall that is strong inside like bronze hard

steel.  those people will see you as such a wall!  they will war

against you but they will not succeed in defeating you at all.  this is

because i will support and save you, i will!

21.  "i will snatch you from out of the hand of those evil people and yes, i

will save you.   their hold on you will fail!  i will bring you back to

me... yes, i will!

20b. this the lord truly told me!
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the second lesson is romans 12:1-8

1.   brothers [ and sisters ]... because of god's mercy, i, [ paul ], encourage

you to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and god pleasing. 

this is the appropriate service you can give, yes!

2.   don't fit your life into this world that is astray.   no, but the gift of

his new mind will change your life into a new life!  and the actions of

your life will prove and show god's good, pleasing, and perfect will!

3.   with the mercy god gives me, i tell you and tell everyone among you:  in

considering himself, each one must correctly evaluate himself

according to god's gift of faith.  he should not think of himself as 

4.  better or smarter.  that's not the correct way to think!  now just as

one body has many different parts [ arm, ear, heart, eye ]... yes,

different parts and just as not all the actions of them [ the arm, ear, 

5.   hand ] are the same, so also with christ in you.  you are many but truly

one body.  yes, one and each one belongs to each other one!  god gives

the different special grace gifts. 

6.   these agree with the grace he gives to each one so that one is able to

act.  [ as he gifts ] one to preach, then he preaches, agreeing 

7.   with the faith in him.   [ as he gifts ] one as a server, then his actions are

serving.  [ as he gifts ] one as a teacher, then his actions are

8.   teaching.  [ as he gifts ] one as a leader to encourage people in right

living, then his actions are to lead people, encouraging them to live

right.  [ as he gifts ] one as a helper to satisfy the needs of other people,

then he is to give expecting nothing back!  [ as he gifts ] one as a leader,

then his actions are lead with zeal.  [ as he gifts ] one to be merciful, then

his actions are of one who shows mercy, having a happy heart!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 16:21-26

21.  jesus christ was with his disciples.  he began to inform them about many

future things soon to happen, things like it was necessary for him to

go into jerusalem to suffer the terrible things which the jewish

leaders, the ruling priests and the scribes would cause against him. 

they would kill him but later, the third day, [ the father ] would raise

him again!
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22.  now peter lead [ jesus ] off alone and started to criticize him saying:

"lord, your recent thinking must stop!  what you have recently said

will never happen against you, never!"

23.  now [ jesus ] turned and told peter: "devil!  you get out of my sight! 

you are trying to stumble me, to prevent me from going my way.  you

do this because your way of thinking is not the same as god thinks.   no,

but you think the same way that other people [ think ]!"

24.  now he told his disciples: "now suppose someone, anyone, wants to

come after me to follow me...  what does he do... what?  his own

wants, he denies...  his cross, he shoulders... and he comes and follows 

25.  "me!  suppose someone wants to hold on to his own life, saving it for

himself.  as a result of his own actions he will loose his own life... 

now suppose someone gives up his life because he serves my name... the

name that lives in him... in this he will find that true life, he will.

 26.  "suppose that a man's profit is the whole world, but he throws his soul

into death to achieve that profit... what truly is his profit... what? ...

what valuable thing here can he exchange for his soul, what?"

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is ezekiel 33:7-9

the lord speaks:

7.    son of man:  i have established you as supervisor over the family of

israel.  yes, i have promoted you.  now attend my word and when you

have heard it, go and warn them with my warning.

8.    suppose i tell that evil man who does evil: "you evil man... you do evil

and you will die," but you don't tell him that or try to help him change

his life.  then understand... yes, that evil man will die because of his evil

actions.  but also understand that i will judge you guilty of his blood 

9.   against you!  now if you warn that evil man who does evil by telling him

that he must change his life, but he refuses and doesn't change... then,

yes, that evil man will die because of his sin but you warned him

therefore you will save yourself... whew!
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the second lesson is romans 13:1-10

1.   everyone must obey those with authority to rule because there are no

authorities here at all except authorities god has established.  god

has decided and established those who now rule here and gave them

[ their 

2.   authority ]!  god established them and now suppose that someone rebels

against them... now understand that he also is rebelling against god! 

god will bring judgement against those who rebel against him, he will!

3.   if you do good, you have nothing to fear for those rulers have nothing

against you!  but those doing bad things should truly fear them... oh

yes!  if you don't want to fear the one with authority, then do good

and he will applaud and support you, he will!

4.   he is truly god's servant to rightly help you!  but he that does evil

should fear the one [ with authority ].  he is god's true servant.  he

holds god's sword to punish those doing evil.   yes, he is god's

[ servant ] of wrath against those that do evil.  he brings punishment

with his sword and that is truly god's sword... wow!

5.   therefore, it is necessary that you obey them because they can punish

you.  but also [ obey them ] because of your conscience.

6.   for that same reason, you must pay taxes because those [ with

authority ] are god's servants attending to their work of government. 

ruling in government is their job.

7.   if you owe someone, you must pay him... yes, you must.  if you owe tax...

pay tax.  if you owe money... pay the money.  if you owe respect... then

respect him.  if you owe him honor... then honor him!

8.   don't ignore and leave a debt that you owe to any one.   oh no, don't do

that.   but you must pay it.  the only debt that is an exception is the

debt to continue to love one another by god's love in you.  yes, this

debt continues and when you love one another with god's love in you,

your actions succeed in doing the things the law requires!

9.   the commandments:  don't commit adultery; don't murder; don't steal; 

don't lust, wanting things; and all the other commandments are

summarized with the words:  with god's love in you, you love one

another just as you love yourself!
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10.  having god's love in you means you never do evil things against your

neighbors.  no, never... therefore, god's love in you can succeed in doing

everything the law requires... yes!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 18:15-20

jesus continues to teach, saying:

15.  now suppose that your brother sins against you... what do you do,

what?  you go yourself and meet with him alone, just the two of you. 

you explain [ his wrong action ] to him.  suppose that he listens and

accepts your explanation, then he will continue as your true brother...

yes, he will!

16.  now suppose he doesn't listen and accept [ what you say ]... what do

you do?  you call one or two others to go with you so two or three

can meet him.  they can witness each word that you say.  yes, their

mouths can prove the things that you told him.

17.  if he still doesn't listen at all to the things that you tell him, then

inform the church!  now suppose that he won't listen at all to the

things that the church tells him... then consider him the same as you

would consider a non-christian or a tax collector.

18.  truly i tell you: the things here on earth that you lock or bind, those

same [ things ] are locked or bound there in heaven.  [ yes, the same ]! 

and things here on earth that you free are the same [ things ] that are

freed there in heaven.  [ the same, yes ]!

19.  truly again i tell you:  suppose that two among you here on earth

agree with each other about what they pray... then, no matter what

they pray, my heavenly father will give them everything they prayed. 

yes, he will do it!

20.  suppose my name is in two or three that gather together... then i am

with them.   yes, i will come and truly be with them!
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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is genesis 50:15-21

now remember that joseph's brothers sold him to egypt as a slave...

15.  now, seeing that their father had died, joseph's brothers said: "we

truly did a great wrong against joseph!  now suppose that he

continues to hold his great anger against us!  what can we do?"

16.  they sent their word to joseph, saying: "before your father died, he

informed us saying:

17.  "'tell joseph what i now say: "[ joseph ], i pray you to forgive the sin

and terrible wrong actions that your brothers did against you!"'" and

they also said: "now the god of your father is the same god that we

serve.  now, please forgive us!"  joseph listened to their word and he

cried.

18.  now his brothers came, bowed down with their faces on the ground, and

said: "from now on, we are your slaves!"

19.  but joseph told them:  "don't be afraid!  don't look at me as god

standing here!  oh no!

20.  "you planned your action to hurt me.  but god planned good and notice

that he succeeded in a great good!  he saved many, many people!  yes,

he succeeded, wow!

21.  "therefore, don't be afraid at all!  i will support and care for you and

your children.  yes, this i will do!"  he comforted them and spoke kind

words to them.
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the second lesson is romans 14:5-9

5.   people will compare one day with another day:  one man decides that

one day is most holy; while another man decides that everyday is the

same.  each one must understand his own reasons for doing so!

6.   when one honors a special day, it is done in service to the lord!  he that

eats, thanks god so his eating is in service to the lord!  he that decides

not to eat, thanks god so this too is done in service to the lord!

7.   no one serves himself with his life or serves himself with his death...

oh no!

8.   if we live, our life serves the lord!  if we die, our death serves the lord! 

therefore, whether we live or die, we belong to the lord!

9.   it was for this same reason that christ died and rose again to life. 

yes, he, as lord, rules all, ruling both those that have died and those

that live!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 18:21-35

21.  now peter came up to [ jesus ] and said: "lord, my brother sins against

me... how many of his sins against me do i forgive... how many?  do i

forgive seven of his sins against me?"

22.  jesus told him: "i tell you that the limit is not seven sins [ that you

forgive ]... oh no!  but his sins: 70 multiplied by 7, and yes, you forgive

all of them!

23.  "therefore understand that the kingdom of heaven is like that man... he

is a king, whose servants owe him money.  he decided that now he would

summon them to pay up.

24.  "as be began to summon them, they first led in one who owed him 10

thousand talents [ something like a few million dollars ].

25.  "now he couldn't pay it so the lord commanded them to sell his wife, his

children, and all his things, whatever he had so that could pay the

debt he owed.

26.  "now that servant bowed down saying: 'oh please!  don't be angry

against me but continue patient.  i will pay back all the things that i

owe you!  yes, i will!

27.  "mercy inspired the lord and he freed that servant, forgiving his debt.

28.  "now that servant left...  he had a servant friend that owed him 100

denarii [ something like a few dollars ].  he went searching for him... he

found him and choked him by the throat saying:  'whatever you owe me,

pay me back now!'

29.  "now that friend servant begged him saying:  'oh please! don't be angry

against me but continue patient.  i will pay you back!  yes, i will!'

30.  "now he refused his friend servant's words and went to those that

punish people.  they took him and threw him in jail.  there he would

continue until he finished paying all he owed!
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31.  "now those other friend servants saw what happened and were

greatly grieved inside.  they came and told their lord.  they explained

what recently had transpired.

32.  "now the lord again summon back that first servant and told him: 'you

are truly a bad servant!  i forgave all your great debt to me because

you begged me.

33.  "'just as i had mercy on you, you should have had mercy upon your

friend servant... right?  yes that's right!'

34.  "his lord was terribly angry, wow!  he gave him to those that punish

people.  in jail, he would continue until he paid back all that he owed!

35.  "just as this recently happened against that servant, my heavenly

father will do against you unless, from your hearts of [ faith ], you

forgive your brothers [ and sisters ]... [ forgiving ] one another!"

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 55:6-9

6.   now, while you can find him, seek the lord!  while he is near, pray,

calling to him!

7.   those evil people... they now should forsake their evil lives! 

that evil man... now he should forsake his evil thoughts.  now, when he

turns to the lord, he will have mercy on him!  now, when he turns to

god, he will willingly forgive him!  yes, he will!

8.   the lord now proclaims: "my thoughts are not the same as your

thoughts!  my ways are not the same as your ways!

9.   "just as the heavens are far above the earth, so also are my ways far

above your ways and my thoughts far above your thoughts!  yes, this

is true!"
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the second lesson is philippians 1:1-5 [ 6-111 ], 19-27

1.   paul and timothy, two slave servants of christ jesus, [ write this

letter ], sending it to all his holy people having christ jesus in them.  the

people include your pastors and pastor leaders with [ all of you ]

living in the [ town ] called philippi.

2.   may god our father and our lord jesus christ give you grace and peace

that will continue with you!

5.   from the first day i met you, you have been with me, [ paul ], as friend

workers to together proclaim the good news.  ever since then

3.   i've remembered you often as you've appeared in my thoughts and i've

thanked my god!

4.  yes, in each of my prayers i ask him to help you. i joyfully pray that he

helps you and this i continue to pray, asking him to help you.

[ 61.  the good improvement which he has begun in you, he will continue in you

until he finishes it on the future day when jesus christ comes again.  yes,

i know he will do it!

7.   i know that, as i think about you, i am right in what i have just said

because i cherish you in my heart.   while i was in jail, you were involved

in my support!  while i was defending and supporting his good news, you

were also involved in supporting me and are with me in sharing his

grace!

8.   just as christ jesus truly loves you, so also i cherish and greatly love

you.  god himself is witness to the truth i speak.

9.    i pray that his love will continue to improve your actions and that

your great knowledge and deep understanding will improve

10.  enabling you to decide which of the many possible actions is the best

for you to do.  then, on the future day when christ comes again, he

will find you innocent and pure

11.   and with jesus christ in your heart, his same righteousness in you will

zealously inspire you to do those same things which give glory and

praise to god... yes! ]

1
verses 6-11 are optional
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....

19.  i truly know that your prayers support me and that the spirit of jesus

christ helps me!  therefore, the many terrible things that have

happened against me, [ god ] will later succeed and deliver me.

20.  just as i truly have eager expectation and hope, i know that the future

will not shame me at all!  but up to now and always i continue with

courage, knowing that in my body i give glory to christ.  yes, in my

body, both my life and my death will glorify christ!

21.  here life means serving christ!  death means the best to happen!

22.  now suppose that my bodily life continues here, that means my work

can continue to succeed here.  but of those two, life and death, which

one do i choose, which?  i don't know!

23.  wow, i struggle with this choice!  which one?  my deepest wish is to

leave and live there with christ.  yes, that is truly the best!

24.  but to continue living in my body here is an important necessity also so

i can serve you.  yes, this also is so important!

25.  i know that i will continue living here, to stay and continue with you

so faith in you will progress and you will live the joy of faith!

26.  therefore, i will come to be among you again, so i can rejoice with you,

helping you truly celebrate christ jesus!

27.  live that life worthy of that good news story of christ!  now suppose

i come to you, i will see you for myself... however, suppose that i am

absent... then later, someone else will inform me about your life.  what

will he tell me?  he will say that you stand together in one spirit,

having that one mind, and that you work together as if like one person

standing together and supporting that good story of faith.
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 20:1-16

1.   the kingdom of heaven is like this story:  that man, a farmer, has grape

vines growing in an area.  he needs farm workers, so early in the

morning, he goes to hire [ workers ].

2.   he and the workers discuss and agree that for their one day's work, he

would give each one a denarius [ which is like 15 cents ].  now he sent

them to work in the vine area.

3.   now he again went there to the market shopping area of the town.  it

was the third hour [ like 9 in the morning ] that he again went there.  he

noticed other people standing around twiddling their thumbs, doing

nothing!

4.   he said to them:  "go also into my vine area and work.  when you finish

the work, i will give you the precise right amount... i will!"  now they

went to work!

5.   now he went again [ to the market area ] around the sixth hour [ like

around noon ] and hired more.  he again went at the ninth hour [ like 3 in

the afternoon ] and hired more.

6.   now again in that area at the eleventh hour [ like 5 in the afternoon ],

he went and noticed other people standing around.  he said to them:

"why are you standing here all day twiddling your thumbs, doing

nothing... why?"

7.   they told him:  "because no one hired us!"  so he told them: "you also go

into my vine area and work."

8.   now when evening came, that vine area farmer told his farm steward

saying: "the workers... now it’s time to summon them and give each of

them their money.  you summon them according to this plan: first the

workers that recently started to work, summon and give to them

first.  [ then those that went at 3 in the afternoon, summon and give

them.  next those that went  at noon.  then those that went at nine in

the morning ].  last, summon the first workers that went to work early

in the morning, [ summon them and give it to them ] last!"
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9.   now the steward did this... he summoned the workers that recently

went to work at the 11th hour [ like 5 in the afternoon ]... they came and

he gave each one, yes,  each one  received one denarius coin.

10.  he continued with each group until finally the first workers came...

they had started work early in the morning.  they thought they would

get more.  but he gave them the same, yes,  each one received one

denarius coin.  

11.  each one, as they received their coin for themselves, they began to

complain against that house manager saying:

12.  "we did the hard work all day, enduring the hot hours.  those others

recently came to work and only worked 1 hour.  but you decided they

were equal with us.  you gave them the exact same amount!"

13.  but the farm owner said to one of them: "friend,  how have i been unfair

against you?  how?  remember early this morning, we discussed and you

agreed that i would give you one denarius coin.  is that right? ...

remember?

14.  "so, accept it as you agreed  and leave!  i want to give that man who

recently began to work the same as i gave you.

15.   "the law allows me to do with my things whatever i want... i, myself,

control my things.  is that right?  or maybe your eye is envious because

i am willing to give my things away!  is that true?"

16.   [ now jesus says ]:  "the same will happen in the future:  the last

[ recent ones ], will become first!  the first ones will become last!"
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THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

1.   the lord's word appeared in my mind [ ezekiel is speaking ]...

2.   "this special verse that they speak against the people of israel... what

does it mean?  they say: 'the fathers eat sour grapes and their

children's teeth are sensitive, bothering them!'"

3.   the almighty lord proclaims, saying:  "just as i live, so also it will happen

here in the country of israel!  people will speak this recent verse no

4.   " more!  truly, every soul that lives belongs to me.  yes, the souls of the

father and the son both belong to me!  that soul that sins, it will die! 

....

25.  "but you say: 'the lord's way is not fair!'   you, the family of israel...

you attend what i say!  is it my way that is not fair?... no!  but, oh yes,

it is your ways that are not fair!

26.  "if the righteous man turns from his righteous life and does sin, he will

die because of the sin that he himself does!

27.  "if the evil man turns from the evil he has done to do holy and

righteous things, he will save his life, he will!

28.  "he will live and not die because he will consider, forsake and turn

away from all of his wrongs, his sins!

29.  "but you, the family of israel, continue to say: 'the lord's way is not

fair!'   you, the family of israel... you attend what i say!  is it my way

that is not fair?... no!  but, oh yes, it is your ways that are not fair!

30.  "therefore, i, the almighty lord, tell you, the family of israel:  "i will

judge you, yes, and my judgment will agree with the things each one of

you do.  i warn you that doing sin can destroy you!  you must be sorry

for your wrong action.   yes, push away your sin, forsake it and turn 

31.  "to god!  hey!  family of israel:  why go yourself to death, why? 

throw away your life of wrong action and sin and you will receive a

new heart, a new spirit, yes you will receive that!

32.  "the death of anyone gives me no pleasure at all!  be sorry about

your sin, push it aside, forsake it and turn to god and you will live,

you will, yes!  i, the almighty lord, have proclaimed it!
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the second lesson is philippians 2:1-5 [ 6-111 ]

paul wrote this letter saying:

1.   if you have christ's word of encouragement in you then encourage

them...  if you have his word of comfort in you, then comfort them...  if

you have his spirit of fellowship with others, the spirit to show

kindness and mercy to them, 

2.   then do it... [ fellowship, show kindness, mercy, encourage and

comfort them ]!  just as you are of the same mind; have his love in you

the same;  are united as one soul;  united having one goal... so by

acting on this fulfills and finishes my joy, oh yes, the rejoicing that is

in me!

3.   don't do it out of competition with one another, oh no!  and don't do it

out of selfish pride in yourself!  but do it from out of a humble heart

that knows that other people are of first importance... knowing that

you yourselves are not of first importance at all!

4.   don't just attend the things you yourself need... no, but consider the

things those others need and also attend to satisfy those needs!

5.   the attitude that christ jesus had is the attitude you must have!

[61. yes, he himself was true god, equal with god.  but he didn't hold that

into himself!  oh no,

7.  he left it and that servant body, he accepted, becoming true man.

8.  yes, he humbled himself, continuing to obey god into death, the terrible

death crucified to a cross!

9.  therefore, god greatly exalted him.  he gave him the name above every

name.

10.  so when the name "jesus" is spoken, all will bow and kneel.  yes, every

single one will... all in heaven, on the earth, and under the earth... 

11.  all will bow and kneel and every mouth proclaim that jesus christ is

truly lord!  their [ proclamation ] will glorify the father! ]

1
verses 6-11 are optional
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 21:28-32

jesus teaches the law teachers and priests, jesus says:

28b. consider this [ story ] of a man who has two sons.  he goes to the

first son and says: "today, go work in the vineyard."

29.  he answers saying: "no, i will not go!"  but later, he is sorry, changes

his mind and goes [ to work ]!

30.  the [ father ] goes to the second son and says the same thing and he

answers saying: "lord, i will go,"  but he does not go!

28b.  [ jesus questions them saying: ]  "what do you think of my recent

story?

31.  "the actions of which of the two sons obeyed his father's will... which

one!"  they said: "the first son [ obeyed ]!"  jesus told them: "i inform

you of the truth:  before you enter the kingdom of god, those tax

collectors and prostitutes will enter first... yes, they will!

32.  "before, when john [ the baptizer ] came, you saw his righteous way of

life but, no, you did not believe in him!  but those tax collectors and

prostitutes did believe!  you saw that happen and still you were not

sorry, you did not change and believe at all!"
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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 5:1-7

1.   i will sing in worship of the one that i love.  his vineyard will be the

theme of my song.  the vineyard of the one that i love is there on that

hill where there is good soil.

2.   god plowed it and removed the rocks.  he planted the best grape vines

and built a watch tower there.  he also dug and built an area to make

wine.  now he watched and waited for good grapes to grow.  but only

bad grapes that were no good grew there!

3.   "now you people living in jerusalem and you people of judah, make a

judgment about me and my vineyard...

4.   "i truly served that vineyard!  what else could i do to serve it

better... what?  now i look for good grapes to grow but only bad

grapes that are no good grow there.  why?

5.   "now i will inform you of my plan about my vineyard... i will remove the

tree hedge so other people can destroy that area.  yes, i will push

over the protecting wall so animals can walk over that area!

6.   "from now on, that land area will be no good at all.  it will remain

empty, uncared for and completely untilled.  only weeds and thorns

will grow there!  i will not command the clouds to rain there at all!"

7.   the almighty lord's vineyard is the family of israel!  his green growing

and pleasant area are the people of judah!  fair and right actions is

what he wanted and looked for but saw people killing other people

there.  wow!  righteous actions are what he wanted but heard only

terrible crying and grief!
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the second lesson is philippians 3:12-21

12.  don't you understand that i have already received everything from

god.  oh no...  i have not yet become perfect but i am following

[ jesus ], holding on to the goal that will succeed.  yes, i will receive

all that goal looks forward to.  yes, it is for that reason that

christ jesus holds on to me so i can hold on to that goal.

13.  brothers [ and sisters ]... i truly consider and know that i have not

already taken hold of it, but the first thing i do is to forget all that

has happened in the past, pushing it away.  then i strive on to that

goal.

14.  with christ jesus in me, god calls me toward heaven, to attend the

way he establish, following the way he leads so i will enter and

receive the prize...

15.  and therefore, this is the same way that you as adult minded

christians should think!  now suppose that you and i think differently

in a few things... i say that god will clearly inform you about those

same things... yes, i know he will!

16.  the lives that we walk must agree with the level to which we have

reached.

17.  brothers [ and sisters ], you must copy the life i live!  you must

carefully watch those living in conflict with the life we have

already shown you.

18.  there are many whose walk in life is as an enemy of the cross of

christ.  this is true!  i have told you often in the past and now again i

tell you with tears!

19.  their end is destruction!   their god is their stomach which they serve! 

their shameful life is their glory!  their minds dote on earthly things!

20.  but our home country is the heavenly country where we belong.  now

we await the coming of our savior.  yes, we await our lord jesus  [ to

come ] again!

21.  he rules all things with his power and they all obey him!  with that

same power, he can change our earthly body to conform with his

glorious body... this he will!  yes!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 21:33-43

33.  [ jesus ] tells a story that informs of a heavenly truth.  now they

listened to the story:  that man, a house lord, planted a vineyard,

put a tree hedge about it, dug and built a wine making area, and built

a tower.  those farmers agreed to pay rent for that area.  then he

left.

34.  now the time for the fruit, [ the grape ] harvest would soon be here.

therefore the lord sent his servants to the farmers to get his part

of the fruit to pay the rent.

35.  those farmers whipped one of his servants.   they killed another one

and they stoned a third.

36.  now the lord send other servants, a larger group than before to

those farmers.  those farmers did the same against those servants as

they had done before.

37.  next he sent his son saying: "they will honor my son, they will!"

38.  those farmers saw that son and said among themselves: "he is the heir! 

come on, together, lets kill him and we will get his inheritance for

ourselves!"

39.  when he entered the vineyard, they threw him out and killed him!

40.  now that lord... remember that the vineyard belongs to him... now he

will come and what do you think he will do against those farmers...

what?

41.  they said to [ jesus ]: "he will terribly destroy those evil men.  he will

give that vineyard to other farmers who will give him his right part

of the fruit harvest!"

42.  now jesus told them saying: "in the scriptures it is already written

saying: 'that stone which the builders rejected has become the

important cornerstone!  how did this happen?  the lord himself did this

and it is wonderful in our sight!'  have you ever read that scripture

verse?

43.  so also i tell you:  god will take his kingdom from you and give it to

another group of people who will rightly give god the fruit of his

kingdom!
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THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 25:6-9

6.   "that feast which will happen on that mountain is a [ feast ] that the

lord almighty himself has prepared!  yes,  people of every country

and color will all gather to feast on the most delicious food, the

best aged wine, the best choice of delicious meats and the best

choices of fine wines!

7.   "that grief covers all people like funeral clothes and binds them.  but

here on this mountain the lord will destroy that grief, he will,

8.   "and, yes, he will completely swallow up that death forever!  the

lord, the supreme ruler himself, will wipe away every tear from every

face.  he will remove from over all the earth any shame that his

people have."  this is as the lord himself proclaimed.

9.   on that future day they will arrive here on this mountain and they

will say: "truly he is our god!  we trusted him and he saved us! come

on!  rejoice!  celebrate!  his salvation as succeeded in saving us!  you

can have true happiness in your heart!"
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the second lesson is philippians 4:4-13

[ paul writes this letter: ]

4.   you can rejoice!   yes, i tell you again... with the lord in you, you can 

5.   rejoice!  those other people should clearly see your gentle patience

in action!  understand that the lord is truly near!

6.   don't you worry at all but pray, bringing everything to god's

attention!  yes, bring the needs you have; bring the things about which

you can give thanks; and bring anything where you need help from

god... whatever, bring it in prayer and inform god of those things!

7.   god's peace which our best understanding can't comprehend is [ his

peace ] in christ jesus that will protect your hearts and minds.  yes,

his peace will succeed!

8.   now brothers [ and sisters ], finally i say... continue to consider

whatever things are of the truth!  consider honorable things... just

actions... pure and pleasant things...  yes, continue to consider

whatever things are like those things!  things having an excellent

reputation... holy things... praise worthy things,

9.   continue to consider those things...  these things include the things

that i taught you, yes, things that you learned, received and heard. 

as you saw the things that i did, so also now you do those things in

your life!   and, yes, the god of peace will continue with you, he will!

10.  now in the lord, i can rejoice and celebrate because you have again

turned to attend me!  yes, you have been considering me, but have not

yet had any opportunity to help me!

11.  i inform you about this not because i need something, oh no, but because

i have learned to be satisfied and to accept my situation whatever it

is.

12.  in my life i have experienced having nothing!  i have also experienced

having everything!  so in any and every situation which i experience in

my life, whether having a full stomach or hungry or rich or poor or

whatever situation, i am satisfied and i have learned to accept that

life!

13.  the one who empowers me, enables me to do everything... yes, he does

and i can!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew  22:1-10 [ 11-141 ]

1.   [ jesus ] answered them using a story which informed them of a 

2.   heavenly truth.  he said:  "the kingdom of heaven is like that man who

was a king.  he planned a great wedding feast for his son's wedding.

3.   "now he sent his servants to call those many which he had already

invited.   but they didn't want to come!

4.   "now he said to many of his other servants: 'i have invited many

already.  now go tell them: "hey!  i have prepared my supper.  i have

killed my cow and also the fat animals.  everything is now ready! 

now come!'  so he sent the servants out again!

5.   "but those people didn't care.  one went to work in his farm area. 

another one went to work his business.

6.   "others of that group grabbed his servants, insulted them, whipped them 

7.   "and killed them!  now that king was very angry, wow!  he sent his army

which completely destroyed those murderers and burned their city!

8.   "then he told his servants saying: 'truly the feast, the celebration, is

completely ready!  but those i invited were not worthy at all!

9.   "'so go down those other roads.  call any people that you find, yes,

call them to come and enter this feast and celebration!'  now those

10.  "servants went down those other roads and found bad and good

people alike and brought them all into the wedding feast.  they

reclined about the tables like kings and the wedding room was

completely full!

[111.  "now that king came into the room to look over those people reclining

at the tables.  as he looked around, he noticed one man who was not

wearing wedding clothes!

12.  "he said to him:  'friend, you don't have any wedding clothes so how did

you enter here... how?'  he didn't know what to say and was quiet.

13.  "the king told those servants: 'bind his hands and feet and throw him

outside there where it is terribly dark, where people cry bitterly,

grinding their teeth in terrible suffering!'

14.  "understand that god invites and calls many people but his chosen

people are few!" ]

1
verses 11-14 are optional
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THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 45:1-7

1.  now the lord told cyrus: "you are the one i chose and i hold your hand

to enable you.  you will see the things i do, yes, defeating countries

before you; taking away the armor of kings; i open doors before you so

you can enter, yes, i open gates that no one is able to shut!

2.  "yes, i will do great things: I will level the mountains before you.  I will 

pushover the bronze gates, cutting the bars and pushing them open to

enable you to follow me there!

3.  "i will give you that dark hidden treasure, reserved in that secret

place.  yes i am the lord god.  you will know me, the true god, the same

one israel worships.   yes, you will know that i am them one who called

you by your name.

4.  "i did this and it will help jacob my servant and help israel, my chosen. 

no matter that you don't bow to me and don't know me as true god, still

i call you by your name and honor you with a special name that i call

you.

5.  "i am the lord, yes, and there is no other god at all... i am the true god

alone and there are no others at all!   no matter that you don't bow to

me and don't know me as true god, still i will strengthen you.

6.  "all people will become aware of what i do to help my people so all

will know that i am god alone!  yes, from where you see the sun rise to

where it goes down, all those people in that whole area will truly

know that i am the lord and that there is no other god at all!

7.  "i, the lord, do all things, yes, i make the light and darkness.  i give

people success, riches and i also can cause destruction.  i, the lord, can

do all things, yes!"
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the second lesson is 1 thessalonians 1:1-5a

1.  we, paul, silas, and timothy write this letter to the church of the

thessalonians, to the church that belongs to god the father and to the

lord jesus christ.  we inform you of his grace and peace.

2.  we always pray and tell god of your work that you do with us and we 

3.   greatly thank god.  yes, we know the faith in you causes the things you

do.  we also know that god's love in you encourages the true love

works you do.  in addition, we know that god's hope in you in our lord

jesus inspires and enables you to endure.  yes, we pray and remember all

these recent things as we pray and tell god!

4.  yes, brothers [ and sisters ], we know that god loves you and has

chosen 

5a.  you because god's good story of jesus, (his gospel) that we informed

to you was not only a word that you listened to but also a powerful

word that touched your hearts, yes, the holy spirit's power that

touched deep in your hearts resulting in great, confident and zealous

trust in action, wow!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 22:15-[ 221 ]

15. now those pharisees gathered together to brain storm, considering

plans because they wanted to trap jesus.

16.  then they sent that group that included their followers and also

people that supported king herod.  they sent them to jesus and they

said:  "teacher, we know you are an honest man.  we know that your

teaching teaches god's way and agrees with the truth.  we also know

that the opinions of people do not influence you because you are not

impressed by people whether they are rich, important or poor... the

situation about people does not impress you in any way!

17. "now tell us your opinion... is it alright that we pay our tax to caesar? 

is this alright?... yes or no!"

1
verse 22 is optional
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18.  now jesus already knew their evil plan and intention in their hearts and

he said:  "you hypocrites!!  why do you try to trap me... why?

19.  "ok... now show me your coin with which you pay tax."   now they 

20.  brought one denarius coin to him  and he asked them saying: "who is the

picture on that coin and whose name is that on the coin, who?"

21.  they answered saying: "the picture and name on the coin is that of

caesar."   and he told them: "the things that belong to caesar, you give

him his things.  and the things that belong to god, you give god

[ 221. "his things."  they heard his answer and that greatly amazed them.  so

they left and went away! ]

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

1.   the lord spoke to moses and said:

2.   preach to the all the people of israel, the whole group, and say: "live

a holy life because i, the lord your god am truly holy.  

....

15.  "you make right and honest judgements and don't mix evil judgements

with honest judgements.  don't do that!  understand... don't feel

prejudice against poor people and favor rich people as better, don't!

but judge your neighbors fairly, yes, all of your neighbors!

16. "don't speak lies against someone's name, slandering them.  don't speak

lies among your people, no!  don't endanger your neighbor's life

because i am the lord!

17. "don't have hate against your brother in your heart!  oh no!  if your

neighbor does wrong, then honestly and clearly correct him so his

guilt will not belong to you in any way.

18.  "don't seek revenge against someone that belongs to your people or

burn inside, holding that anger against him.  no, don't!  but love your

neighbor with the same love that you have for yourself because i am

the lord!"

1
verse 22 is optional
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the second lesson is 1 thessalonians 1:5b-10

5b. [ paul, silas and timothy are speaking ]... you know and have seen our

life and the things we did among you which we did to help you.

6.  now you have become copiers of our life and of the things we did.  you

have also become copiers of god's life and the things he did.  yes, you do

this even though the world causes you to suffer greatly.  you

welcomed with joy our word that we informed and preached to you. 

with the holy spirit in you came the gift in you enabling you  to welcome

us with joy!

7.  so from now on those other people of faith are all able to copy you,

yes, those people living in macedonia and achaia.

8.  now the lord's good news about jesus has greatly spread from you,

informing the people in macedonia and achaia but also the fame of god's

faith in you has spread the story to people all over... wow!  because of

all this, it is not necessary for us to write much about that.

9.  people from all over inform us about your joy in welcoming us, wow! 

they tell us that you pushed away your idols, those false gods, and

turned to god, to that one true and living god.  you now serve him!

10.  yes, you turn to that and you await his son to come again.  you await

jesus.  he died and [ the father ] rose him again to save us!  he has saved

us from that future wrath of god!

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 22:34-40 [ 41-461 ]

[ now, the things that jesus just said caused those sadducees to shut

up, be quiet and leave.  so now, the priest group, the pharisees heard

about what happened and decided that they must meet together...

35. later, one went to jesus.  that one was a very skilled law teacher.  he

had a question to ask jesus.  he said:

36. "teacher, what commandment is the greatest commandment?"

37a. jesus answered him saying:

1
verses 41 - 46 are optional
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38.  "the commandment that is the first and greatest one says:

37b. "the love of god in you enables you to love the lord your god with all

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind!

39. "the second commandment says: love your neighbor with the same love

that you have yourself.

40.  "the words of the law and the prophets all depend upon those two

commandments that i just said!"

[ 411. now. while the pharisees met together, jesus asked them, saying:

42.  "in your considerations of the christ... what do you think about him?  

who is his father?  they said:  "he is truly king david's son."

43.  now jesus said to them:  "so then what is the meaning of what david

said?  with the holy spirit in his heart, david said that he, the christ,

was his lord... how is that possible? ... yes, david said:

44. "'the lord said to my lord (meaning the christ):  "sit here at my right

hand until i have forced your enemies under your feet!"'

45.  "now david named him "my lord" so how is he also david's son?"

46.  no one had one word that was able to answer him and no one, from

then won, challenged him with a question! ]

1
verses 41 - 46 are optional
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST unfinished
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is amos 5:18-24 unfinished
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the second lesson is 1st thessalonians 4:13-14 [ 15-181 ] unfinished

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 23:37-39 unfinished

1
Verses 15-18 optional
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST unfinished
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is hosea 11:1-4, 8-9 unfinished
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the second lesson is 1st thessalonians 5:1-11  unfinished
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 24:[1 - 21 ] 3-14 unfinished

1
Verses 1 - 2 are optional
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THE THIRD LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is job 14:1-6

1.    women give birth to all people.   people live a few days only and

during life,  people have terrible and many troubles!

2.   you know flowers grow, bloom and soon wither.   and notice the sun

shine causes someone to have a shadow...  as that one walks away,

that shadow dissolves completely away...  that's just like people and

their lives... their lives do not continue here but soon end! 

3.   god, your eye continually watches that person... later, will you bring

him to stand before you and judge him?

4.   can something that is not pure become pure again?  who can cause

something that is not pure to become pure again? ...  no one can!

5.   how many days does a person live?  [ god, ] you decide how many months

a person live.  yes, you establish that limit and people can’t change

that limit,  no.  that's impossible!

6.    so now, don’t continue watching him, but look away and leave him

alone.  his life is like a slave worker's life, a rough life will soon end. 

then you will see him.

the second lesson is 1st  thessalonians 3:11-13

11.  the father and our lord jesus... yes, we pray that he himself succeeds,

opening that way, allowing us to travel to see you again.

12.  also we pray that his love in you increases greatly...  [ we pray that ]

his love in you spreads and succeeds.  yes, just as we love you, you

will love each other and love other people.

13.  our lord jesus christ will come again.  with him will come all his people. 

 yes, the whole group will come.  [ we pray that ] he establish a strong

heart in you.  later, he will come and find you ready.  he will find no

blame in you at all.  [ but your heart is ready ], holy to stand before

god our father!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 24:15-28

15.  long ago the prophet named daniel [ saw ] that holy place.  daniel said: 

'in the future someone will bring that terrible evil thing into the holy

place and establish it there.  that evil will terribly corrupt [ that

holy place ]!'  you have read that and now understand:

16.  suppose you people living in the area of judea [ see that happen ]... what

do you do?  right now you must escape and hide in the mountains.

17.  suppose someone is standing on that flat roof of a house[ and that evil

happens there in the temple ]... what does he do?  he does not go down,

enter the house and pack things to carry away!   no, but right now he

must escape!

18.  suppose while a farmer is working his field, he takes his coat off and

lays it aside.  [ now that terrible evil happens in the temple ]...  what

does he do?  he must not go get the coat.  no, but right now he must

escape!

19. [ that terrible evil will happen there in the temple ] while mothers are

pregnant and are breast feeding babies.  those mothers will suffer

terribly, wow, terrible!

20.  now pray that the day you must escape will not happen during a

winter day.  pray that the day is not a holy worship day.

21. [ that evil happening in the temple  ] will cause terrible suffering...

terrible, wow!  if you compare that suffering with suffering up until

now or with future suffering... none of that suffering is the same as

the suffering that evil will cause.
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22. [ that evil will happen in the temple. ]  from then on the days will not

continue a long time.  no, god will cause the last day to happen

sooner!  why?  suppose evil days continue for a long time... god won't

succeed to save anyone.  [ god will cause the last day ] to happen

sooner and he will save his chosen people.

23.  now suppose someone says: 'christ is there...  hey!  notice him'... [ suppose

he says: ] 'christ is there... hey!  notice christ there'... don't believe

that person, no!

24.  many evil, false christs will come.  also many, evil, false prophets will

come!  you will see their actions accomplish many great things.  their

actions will fascinate the people.  these evil ones do their things,

wanting to lead people astray.  they will also try to lead his chosen

people astray!

25.  now pay attention as i, [ jesus ], have already told you!

26.  now suppose they say: 'hey!  look!  there in the desert area... christ is

there!'  don't you go to see something there!  suppose they say: 'hey! 

look!  there in that private room... christ is there!'  don't you believe

that... don't!

27.  what will happen when christ comes again!  you, standing far in west

can right now see that lightening in the east... so also will christ

come again!

28.  but there, that place dead bodies lay around... that is the same place

the vulture birds fly, gathering to that place to zealously feast on

the dead!
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THE SECOND LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson jeremiah 25:30-32

30.  the lord informed [ jeremiah, the prophet ]... jeremiah says the lord’s

prophecy word against people [ all over the earth ]!  he said:  "the

lord is there in his holy place!  he roars!  he thunders!  yes, with power

he roars against the land... wow!  people shout loudly while tromping

the grapes.  in the same way he shouts against all the people living

all over the earth!

31.  "that sound will ring over the whole earth... wow*!  the lord will

blame the people.  the lord will judge all people that have lived since

beginning.  his sword will slice up those evil people!  the lord himself

proclaims this!"

32.  and the lord almighty says: "hey!  look!  destruction spreads just like

a powerful storm; just like a tornado over all the earth!  wow! 

country to country destruction spreads, wow!

the second lesson is 1 thessalonians 1:2 - 10

1.  paul, silas and timothy are speaking:

2.  we always thank god.  we bring you into his presence and thank him. 

yes, we bring your names and continually say them before him...

3.   we remember you in prayer and bring you before our father.  the faith

that trusts our lord jesus christ is in you.  that faith succeeds causing

faith actions in your life.  god's love in you encourages you to do your

church work.  his hope in you inspires your endurance.  we remember

your actions and bring all your actions before god!

4.   brothers [ and sisters ], god's loved ones... you are also god's chosen

ones... 



-SERIES A, PAGE 183-

5.   yes, his good news touched you and know our word is true.  yes, his 

word with the holy spirit in power touched you!  you know and have

seen our life in action.  we did those things among you to help you.

6.  now you have become copiers of our life.  you do the same things we did. 

you have also become copiers of god's life.  you do the same things he

did.  the world causes you to suffer greatly... but no matter... you

copy us and you copy god!  we informed and preached our word to

you... that word you welcomed with joy.  the holy spirit, his gift in you,

enabled you to joyfully welcome us!

8a.  now the lord's good story of jesus, that information in you, spreads

all over.  your information touched the people living in macedonia and

achaia.

7.   now faith lives in those other people living in macedonia and achaia...

from now on those people can copy you.

8b.  and that is not all!  people all over know that god’s faith is in you...

wow!  therefore, why we don’t need to write much,  no!

9.   that story has spread and now people all over inform us, telling us 

that, before you joyfully welcomed us, you pushed away your idols,

those false gods...  wow, you turned to god, yes, that one true and

living god... now you serve him.

10.  yes, now you await the son of that one god to come again.... you await

jesus... he died and god [ the father ] rose jesus to life to save us!   he,

[ jesus, ] has saved us so god's future wrath is not against us... wow!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 25:31-46

31.  the son of man, jesus, will come again... yes, he will come with brilliant

glory... with all the angels!   he will sit upon his glorious throne.

32a. [ the angels ] will gather  all people since the beginning, people from

every country will stand before him.  he will work just as a shepherd

works.  he will separate the sheep and the goats...

33.  he puts the sheep on his right and he puts the goats on his left.

32b. yes, he, (the son of man), will separate people into two groups.

34.  now the king, [ jesus ] will tell those people in the right group:  "you

are my father's blessed ones.   ever since [ my father ] made the earth, 

he has prepared that inheritance... now come, receive that kingdom.

35.  "when i was hungry and you fed me.  when i was thirsty and a cup of

water you brought to me to drink.  you didn't know me but, no matter...

you welcomed me into your home.

36.  "when i was naked and you gave me clothes... sick and you cared for

me... i was in jail and you visited me!"

37.  now [ the group on the right, ] those righteous people will answer

saying: "lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you or  see you

thirsty and bring a cup of water to you to drink?

38.  "when did we see you as one we didn't know but we welcomed you into

our homes?  when did we see you naked and give you clothes

39.  "or  sick, or see you in jail and we came to [ visit ] you?"

40.  the king will answer those on the right: "i tell you the truth,   world

has looked at those [ on the right ] as unimportant people.  but when

you served them, your action were just as if you were serving me!"
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41.  now the king, [ jesus ] will tell those people in the left group:  "truly

cursed ones are you!  god prepared that eternal place of fire for the

devil and his angels to live there.   i also send you there for your

home, separated from me.

42.  when i was hungry... you didn't feed me...  i was thirsty and you brought

no cup of water to drink at all...

43.  when you didn't know me, you didn't welcome me into your homes.  when i

was naked, you gave me no clothes... when i was sick, you didn't care

for me...  when i was in jail, you didn't visit me!"

44.  now [ the group on the left, ] those people will answer saying: "lord,

when did we see you hungry?  when did we see you thirsty or as

someone we didn't know or see you naked?  when did we see you sick, or

see you in jail?  when did we not serve you?"

45.  the king will answer [ those on the left ]: "i tell you the truth!  those

[ there on the right ] are my brothers [ and sisters ].   the world has

always looked at those [ on the right ] as unimportant people.   when

you did not serve them, your actions were just as you did not serve

me!"

46.  those on the left will go to that place of eternal punishment!  but

those righteous people will enter life eternal... yes, they will!
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THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson is isaiah 65:17-25

25b.  the lord says:

17. "look!  i will make that new heaven and a new earth!   i will forget past

things and they  will not appear in your mind, no!

18. "but i will make new things here.  people here will have a happy life.  the

people here will rejoice forever.  i will make jerusalem a happy place. 

joyful people will live in jerusalem!

19.  "i look at jerusalem and rejoice in my people there.  yes, my people are

truly my pleasure, wow!  from then on the sounds of grief or crying

will never happen again... no  never!

20.  "from then on, there in jerusalem, a baby will not live only a few

days...  no!  there, an old man will live all his years, oh  yes!  suppose

his age is 100 and he dies... people there will think he died young! 

suppose his age is not yet 100... people will consider god cursed him!

22a. "from then on they won't build houses for other people to live in,  no! 

from then on they won't plant grape vines so other people can eat the

fruit!   no!

21.  "they will build houses and they themselves will live in them.  they will

plant grape vines and they themselves will eat the fruit!

22b. "just as a tree lives many days, so also will my people live many days! 

they will long, enjoy their work and enjoy all the profit their hands

earn.  yes, my chosen ones, will!

23.  "their terrible, depressing failure lives are over!   their work will

succeed!  truly the lord blesses those people and their children are

born to live wonderful lives!   his blessing will continue and bless

their future children!
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24.  "they have not yet prayed but i have already answered!  the prayers

they now speak, i have already heard!

25.  "the wolf and lamb will eat together!  the lion will eat hay as the cow

eats.  the snake will eat dirt!  no one will experience hurt or

destruction here on my holy mountain... no!"  the lord proclaims this!

the second lesson is 2 peter 3:3-4, 8-10a, 13

3.   first, it is important that you understand...  the future days, the

world's end, is near...... during that time many mockers will come.  their

devilish hearts will have lustful wants and they will obey and follow

their lusts.

4.   they will smugly say: "he promised to come...  now where is he?  ever

since the world began, since our fathers fell asleep [ in death ], things

have continued the same."  ....

8a.  my dear friends,

9a.  that group of people think that the lord is slow to finish his promised

actions ... but he is not slow?  no!

8b.  but always remember:  with god, one thousand years there is the same

as one day there!  and one day there is the same as one thousand

years!  it's true!

9b.  so understand: god is not slow!  no!  but he is truly patient.  why?!   he

wants to help people.  he doesn't want any one person to receive

eternal death!  but he wants all people to push sin aside, turn and

come into life.  yes, he wants that [ and he is patient ] !

10.  you know a thief surprises people and suddenly appears.  so also will

the lord's day surprise people and the lord will come! ....

13.  but we attend his promise:  we await for a new heaven and new earth. 

that happens and only righteous lives will continue!
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the holy gospel lesson is matthew 25:1-13

1a.  [ god's ] heavenly kingdom is like what?  understand [ god's ] kingdom is

like 10 virgins,

2.   5 are wise virgins and 5 are foolish virgins.

1b. also understand that the virgins come to marry that man, that groom. 

the virgins will come and wait to meet that man.  they have their oil

lamps with them.

4.   the wise virgins will bring the oil in lamps and also other oil in jars.

3.   the foolish will bring only the  oil in lamps but no other oil!

5.   now that man, that groom to marry, does not come immediately.  but he

delays.  now  all the virgins fall asleep.

6.   at midnight the announcer comes and says:  "hey!  that man, that groom

to marry, comes!  now come to meet him!

7.   now the virgins all wake up.  they lite their lamps.

8.   now those foolish will say to those wise: "our lamp fires are going out! 

now give us some your oil!"

9.   but those wise will answer and tell those foolish:  "no... our oil is not

enough to lite your lamps and our lamps both!  no!  instead, you go to

those sellers and buy oil for yourselves."

10.  they left to go buy oil.  now that man, that groom to marry, came.  he

entered the wedding celebration!  those ready ones entered with him! 

the door was shut!

11.  later, the other virgins returned saying: "lord, lord, open and we can

enter!"

12.  but he will answer and say: "the truth i tell you: i don't know you at

all!"

13.  you don't know what day or hour he will come? !  therefore, watch! 

yes, you must watch!

REFORMATION    SUNDAY
(See Series C, pages 179 - 182)
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ALL SAINT'S DAY... WE LOOK BACK, REMEMBERING GOD'S HOLY PEOPLE
(English to voice while another person signs)

the first lesson isaiah  26:1-4, 8-9, 12-13, 19-21

1.    on a future day, here in the country of judah, the people will sing a

special song saying: "our city here has great strength.  god will

succeed and save people with the walls and small forts around the

2.   "city.  the city gates will stand open and righteous people of every

country can enter the city.  yes, those countries with faith can enter.

3.   "he with faith that trusts god has a mind continually connected and

attending god.  and god supports the perfect peace in him.  the lord, 

4.   "yahweh, is the eternal rock.  the trust in him trusts the lord forever.   

....

8.   "yes,  lord, we walk and follow the way of your law, awaiting your

action.  yes, your name and the fame of your honor is in our hearts

9.   "as our heart's desire.   all night, my soul zealously desires your touch

and in the morning my spirit zealously seeks you.  you will come, stand

upon the earth in judgement and people all over the world will learn

the meaning of righteousness.   

....

12.  "lord, your peace establishes the peace that belongs to us.  all of our

success are not because we accomplished them but they are 

13.  "truly what you accomplished.  lord, it is not you who rule us.  instead

those other lords here rule us.  however, we honor your name alone! 

..... 

19.  "the bodies of the people that have died on earth will rise again!  the

people that sleep in the dirt will awake and will shout, inspired with

great joy.  as the morning dew waters the earth, so your dew touches

the earth and dead people receive new birth.  my wrath 

20.  "will come.  my people, now go into your rooms and shut the door.  hide

yourself there and wait.  his wrath will soon pass by. the lord

21.  "lives there in his place.  he will come out and you will see him.  for he

will punish the sins of the people of the earth.  yes, all those who have

shed the blood of others, killing them... the blood was hidden by the

earth but the earth can't continue to hide it any more."
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the second lesson is revelation  21:9-11, 22-27; [ 22:1-51 ]

john continued to explain his vision:

9.   there were those seven angels that had the seven bowls that were

full of the seven last terrible punishments poured against the earth... 

10.  one came to me, john.  that angel took me, in the spirit, bringing me to

that exalted, great mountain... he put me there.  wow!   he showed me

that holy city, the new jerusalem, [that city] there in heaven with god, 

11.  now coming down here.  god's glory radiated from that city!  wow, it

was like a precious colored stone, shining just like jasper, clear as

crystal glass...  wow!   

....

22.  that city had no temple that i could see!  but the lord god almighty

himself and the lamb was its temple.  that city didn't need the light 

23.  of the sun or the moon for its light because god's own glory gives

light to the city!  and the lamb is the city's shining lamp!

24.  the lamp of that lamb shone in that city.  the people of the nations

could see that light, walk and follow it.  he brought the glory of the

kings of the earth king into the city.

25.  city gates always stood open, continuing open everyday.  on no day

were they ever closed.  night never happened there in that city.

26.  he brought the glory and honor of the nations into the city.

27.  nothing impure ever entered that city.  those people doing shameful, or

deceitful things never could enter the city.  but those could enter the

city because god wrote their names in the lamb's book of life.
....

[22:11. that angel showed me the river of life and i, [john], saw it.  it was

clear, clean as crystal glass and began flowing at the throne of god 

2.   and the lamb, flowing down the middle of the great street of the city. 

there on both sides grew the tree of life, having 12 harvests of fruit, a

different fruit each month.  and foliage of the tree healed the people

of the nations.

 3.   there was never a curse against those in the city.  god established his

throne, the lamb's throne there in the city and his servants served him.

1
Chapter 22:1-5 are optional verses
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[ 41.  they could see his face and he wrote his name upon their foreheads.

5.   there never was night in that city nor did the city need a lamp or the

sun to shine because the lord god himself gave light to that city and

those people will reign forever and ever... wow*! ]

the holy gospel lesson is matthew 5:1-12

1.   now many people gathered to jesus.  when he saw them, he went up the

mountain and sat down.  his disciples came near

2.   and he began his teaching by saying:

3.   “those people...  any that are depressed in spirit are god’s blessed and

happy people!  yes,  the kingdom of heaven is their kingdom!

4.   "those people...  any that grieve are god’s blessed and happy people! 

yes, god will comfort them, he will!

5.   "those people...  any that are gentle and humble are truly god’s

blessed and happy people!  yes, they will inherit the earth, they will!

6.   "those people... any that eagerly thirst and hunger for righteousness

are truly his blessed happy people!   yes,  god will satisfy them, he will!

7.   "those people...  any that are merciful are truly god’s blessed and

happy people!  yes,  god will have mercy on them!

8.   "those people...  any that are pure in heart are truly god’s blessed and

happy people!  yes, they will see god, they will!

9.   "those people...  any that bring peace to others are truly god’s blessed

and happy people!   yes, god will call them his sons [ and daughters ]!

10.  "those people...  any that follow righteousness and therefore other

people persecute them, they are truly god’s blessed and happy people! 

yes,  the kingdom of heaven is their kingdom!

11.  "it happens that you love me and therefore other people insult you...

persecute you... and tell evil lies against you...  understand that you

are truly god’s blessed and happy people! 

12.  "oh yes!   in the same way that they are now persecuting you is just  as

they long ago persecuted the prophets.   rejoice that this happens and

continue happy!  yes, there in heaven is your great profit indeed that

you will receive there... wow!"

1
Chapter 22:1-5 are optional verses
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3:21-28 . . . . . . . . . . a: 113
4:1-5, 13-17 . . . . . . a: 52-53
4:18-25 . . . . . . . . a: 116-117
5:12-15 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 121
5:12-19 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 50
5:6-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 118
6:1-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 124
7:15-25 . . . . . . . a: 126-127
8:1-10 . . . . . . . . . . a: 62-63
8:11-19 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 68
8:18-25 . . . . . . . . a: 128-129
8:26-27 . . . . . . . . . . a: 131
8:28-30 . . . . . . . . . . a: 135
8:31-39 . . . . . . . . . . a: 18-19
8:35-39 . . . . . . . . . . a: 138
9:1-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 141
11:13-15, 29-32 . . . . . . a: 144
11:33-36 . . . . . . . . . . a: 146
12:1-8 . . . . . . . . . a: 148-149
13:1-10 . . . . . . . . a: 150-151
13:11-14 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 2
14:5-9 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 153
15:4-13 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 5

1 CORINTHIANS
1:1-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 26
1:10-17 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 29
1:26-31 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 32
2:1-5 . . . . . . . . . . a: 34-35
2:6-13 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 37
3:10-11, 16-23 . . . . . . a: 40
4:1-13 . . . . . . . . . . a: 42-43
11:17-32 34 Maundy Thursday 

unfinished . . . a: 78-79

2 CORINTHIANS
13:11-14 . . . . . . . . . . a: 111

GALATIANS
4:4-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 16

EPHESIANS
3:2-12 . . . . . . . . . a: 20-21
5:8-14 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 58

PHILIPPIANS
1:1-11,19-27 . . . . . . . a: 156,

a: 157
2:1-11 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 161
2:5-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 74
3:12-21 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 164
4:4-13 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 167

COLOSSIANS
3:1-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 83

1 THESSALONIANS
1:2 - 10 . . . . . . . a: 182-183
1:5b-10 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 172
3:11-13 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 179
4:13-18 unfinished

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 175

TITUS
2:11-14 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 14

JAMES
5:7-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 8

1 PETER
1:17-21 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 90
1:3-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 87
2:19-25 . . . . . . . . . . a: 94
2:4-10 . . . . . . . . . . . a: 97
3:15-22 . . . . . . . . . . a: 100
4:12-17, 5:6-11 . . . . . . a: 104

2 PETER
1:16-21 . . . . . . . . . a: 46-47
3:3-4, 8-10a, 13 . . . . . a: 187

REVELATION
21:9-11, 22-27; 22:1-5 . a: 190



-INDEX SERIES A, PAGE 2-

INDEX A-SERIES - SUNDAYS OF THE CHURCH YEAR
Every Sunday is listed, however, the voice lesson

may not be in series c.  the lessons that are the same in all 
three years are only repeated once. the year, a and b, with 

that lesson’s page number is shown below.
ADVENT

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 1
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 4
THE THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 7
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 10

CHRISTMAS
THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD JESUS – CHRISTMAS EVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 13
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD — CHRISTMAS DAWN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 11
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD — CHRISTMAS DAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . c: 11
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 16
NEW  YEAR'S  EVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 18
NEW YEAR'S DAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 16
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . c: 16

EPIPHANY 
EPIPHANY SUNDAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 20
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . a: 23
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 25
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 28
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 31
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 34
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 36
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 40
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 42
THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY – 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 46
LENT

ASH WEDNESDAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 41
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 48
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 52
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 57
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 62
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 66
THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT PALM SUNDAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 74
MAUNDY   THURSDAY (unfinished) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 76
GOOD  FRIDAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . c: 63

EASTER - OUR LORD JESUS RESURRECTION 
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD -  EASTER SUNDAY . . . . . . . . . . . a: 82
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 86
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 89
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 92
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 96
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 99
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b: 78
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 102
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PENTECOST
PENTECOST SUNDAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 106
THE SUNDAY OF THE HOLY TRINITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 108
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 112
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 116
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 118
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 120
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 123
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 126
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 128
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 131
THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 134
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 137
THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 140
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 143
THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 145
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 147
THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 149
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 152
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 155
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 160
THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 163
THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 166
THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 169
THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 171
THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST unfinished . . . . . a: 174
THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST unfinished . . . . . . . a: 176
THE THIRD LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 179
THE SECOND LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 182
THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a: 186
ALL SAINT'S DAY- 

WE LOOK BACK, REMEMBERING GOD'S HOLY PEOPLE . . . . . a: 189
REFORMATION  SUNDAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C: 179
THANKSGIVING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B: 163
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