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TEE LISSIOEARY #ET“OLS OF PAUL AS DEZONSTRATED IH
THE BOOK OF ACTS

INTRCDUCTION

"It is certain that Paul romains the Gontile missiorary. It was
ho wio really established tho duty and the right of Gontile nissions;
it was ho who raisod the movemont out of its tentative beginnings into
‘a mission that csbraced all the world."s (me is firnly convinced of
the truth of this statement after a careful reading o.f tho Booi: of Zfota.
Paul was lndeed the misslonary of the Gentiles, and we will do well if
wo gbudy tho mothods which this great apostle ussd in fulfilling his task.
Wor will it be out of place that we pause while considering the missionary
nothods of Paul to draw cux_‘bain inmportant lessons for tha methods of
the modorn church's groatost businoss.

It is of coursae inrossible in a brief survey of this naturo to
ozhaust tie vest amount of materiel that 1s to be found in this his-
toricol masterpiece of 3. Luke. While 1t is not the purzose of Jjots
to tell us in so nany words, "Those are the methods which Faul used®,
yot the careful historian presents so much direct mmaterial and so many
implieations in regard to the missionary mothods of" Faul, that wa shall
attempt to presant only what wo consider the main points of the tople
under consideration.

But in order to undorstand just why the Apostle Paul usec the
nmethods he used, we must sketoh briefly the conditions in the world
which Paul visited, and upon which he applied his mothods. Before
ontering upon the discussion of the subject prorer, wa shall, therafore,
presant a few facts in regard to the ocnditions of the world at that
time, which may hawve served as udmntage's or disadvantagss of the
Gontile missionary.

=

* Harnacks “The isslon and “xpansion of Christianity", Vol. 1, p. 48.
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The preparation of the world for tho reception of the Gospsl may
be traced back to the eighth century before the Savior's birth, when
the Jews wore spread to different parts of the thon-knomm world: The
Ass_vrims in 722 B.C. oarried over 25,000 Jews eastvard. At the same
time somo of them wero in Egypt,” and about a century and e half later,
when Jorusalen was dastroyed by Rebuchadneszzar, their numbers were wvastly
inoroasod by thoso who took refuge along the Nile after the rurder of
Gedaliah, In this group we find the Prophet Jeremiah. “In 233 B.C.
Antiochus the Great colonized the wholao coast :nf dsia iilnor with Jewe
from Babylon and Falestine.”™ About the middle: of the contury inmediately
befora the birth of the Savior, Pompoy took Jewish captives to tho capl- .
tal of the Roman tmpire. For the festival of the Pentecost at Jerusslem
believors were present from all parts of the world,'or whonm the large
percontage wore Jews. X “the geographer Strabo says the Jews ‘had in-
vaded avery oclty, ond it is not easy to find a place in the world which
had :;o‘a reocived that reco and was not mastered by 1t, 1 According to
larnack thore were about 700,000 Jews in Falestine at the time of the
Apostle Puul, as compured with ebout 850,000 "at the present tine--1920",
and ho rocaches tho conclusion that there wus a “grand total of about four
or four and a half million Jews" in the world at that time, iAnd as Lukae
tolls us, "they that werc scattered abroad want everywhere preaching the
word. ™" So Paul was not going into g world that vas completoly ignorant
of tho Christiaon religion, This will be brouzht out more fully lator
in the discussion. _

Anothor advantage to the Apostle Paul in his "world-wide mission"
wns the fact that the Grook language was spoken in all the places visited
by Paul, a result of the conquest of Alexander the Great. Not only

® Hos.. 9,8,
* Dallmann: 'Pﬂu:-“. Pe 59.
** sots 2, 9-11.

a_ Dﬂ].lm' ODs cltop Pe 60
** Acts 8,4.
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could Faul speaek and preach to the people in this tonpgue, tut he also
wrote his epistles in the langunge spokon ell over iha Iioman cmpire at
thut tinme, It is true thnt other languag-s wore spokan, but “"Flutarch
did not lcarn Latin, yet he had no trouble in Roie vhon conducting
political business and dolivering ph!.losdph!.o locturaess...«Jorome says
all the Orient spoke Grock."™ The language question is the one which

in modern heoathon missions usually cngages the atiention of the mission-
ary for saveral years, befora he is cble te do offective work.

Tho fact that the world was at that time undor Roman control played
no smull part in the work of Faul, Kot only could ho appeal to the Homan
govornor for a just trial, which he hac a right to derund as a full=-
fladgzed Homnn citizen, l_mt he also had the advantapge of travel and com=
merce as it had beon developad under roman leadership. "The worlé-empire
of ilomo ancd the political unity which it socured .for the nations bore
daring on the iicditerranean; the comparative unity saecurad by this world=-
state for the methods and conditions of outmard oxistence, and also the
comgarative stnbility of social 1ifa™ no doubt mado it casior for Faul
to travel from ono country to another, then it would have becn, had each
country beon under a difforent rule. Another important help to tho work
waa that "the ontire Gracco-Howman world, with tho oxcaztion of the nobil-
ity, was unpolitical, meaning that thore were no barriers for a Jew or
anyone olso to spoak”,” or as we would say today, thoy had religious
frazdon and froedom of spceache

There was, howavor, also a great disadv ntago conrnccted with the
condition of the Roman Empire at that time. The outward proa-parity.
the material wealth, and tho social and apparently economic stability
gave the pooplo a fceling of self-satisfaction, so that thoy felt no
neod of salwation. They had no great troubles which drove them to their

: Dallmann, ope 6it., p. Gl.

* Harnack, Ope 0ite, p. 20.

#* Richter, "Dic Briefo des Azostels Paulus als missionarische Send-
schraiben.® p. 60. (A freoe translation)
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heavenly Father, but as is always the case, material prosperity caused —
them to forget from where every good and perfaect gift comes., They had
muoh leisurc time for loafing in the markat-place end othor publie places,
but worse than that, their' idleness contributaed to tho corruptness of

the morals. ™Idlencss is the devil's workshop", and the devil novar loafs,
Therefore, when Paul ocame to the larger cities, and praesented his message
of salwvation, showling the nozd of salvation because of tha depravity of
the soul, they could complacently answer, “Almost thou persucdest me to
‘ba a Christien."® Togethor with this leisure and prosperity came also

2 certnin amount of leamiaj:g, which, when turned in tho wrong dir-ction,
could muke man. rejoot tho.simple message of salvation end with a haughty
air gay, "ie will hoar thee agnin on this matter.®™ The paeople of that
day could not "stand prosperity”, and therefore they were not especi=
elly anxious to hear the mossage that Paul was proclaiming.

Cn the othar hand, there was o large number of thinking pcople, who
took 1ife soriously. Thoy also saw tho vanity and barrenness of idolatry,
the bonkruptey of heathen philosophy, and the moral currupticn that ac-
companied the ritualistic heathen religions. Thoir eyes wore not closed
to tho ovil results that followed fron the teachings of religions whose
gods pruoticed immorality. They knew that: the mythic theology of the
poats wes only a “"tissue of freguently im:uoral fablas painting the gods
as the basast of mon".% But from =1l of this they could rsceive no rest
for their weury souls. All the glitver and tho glamour of the rane-amade
roligions siamply failed to satisfy. Thoy were groping for sozething
different, something batter. aAnd hore was. the point of nppr;:aeh for the
Apostle Paul to give then that for which they were longing. Ile had the

* Aota 26,28,
% AG‘HS 1?,32- :
& pallmenn, op. oit., Pe 63,



5.

-

truth that causes tha "soul to delight itself in fatness”.” Ho came in
the fulnoss of time. Summing it ell up in the words of Dr. Dallmann,
"The Christian religion was the world roligion; Greeck, the world language;
Roma, the world empire. He wns o Jewi_.sh Christien; he spoke the Greek
longunge; he vms a Romen oitizon. He was God's chogon vessal t3 praach
tho world religion in tho world languegs to the world empire.™

That, in briof, is the world into which Faul, the Tarsus-torn Heman
citizen, set out to proclaim the grace of God in Christ. Suraly that wag
e groant order! . How did he go about fulfilling that task? That is the
question which we wish to answer under the heading:

THE LKISSICRARY LNTHODS OF PAUL AS DRUESHSTRATED IN
THE BOOK OF ACTS

This topic will be discussod under a survey of the passages in the fook
of' Acta, snowing the dircot rcforence to methods where that is possible,
ard pointing out the impiicatlions wirere the methods are not diractly ste-
teds 1In connectlion with this we wish to rake applications to our oun
missionary mothods, which we fcel should not only increase our zeal for -
miasions, but should cnable us to bring the ;Jospe]. in a zore cffactive
way to moro souls. For this purpose- the subjcot has bean dividad into
two main chazters, which in turn havo been gubdivided into smaller chap=
ters, as will be indic.atnd. Ve will seo vhat methods Paul usad in:

I. A;PROACHING TH: PHOPLE.

II. HSTABLISSHING TIE CEURCHES.

PART OME
APPROACHING Tl PROPLE
2o doubt one of the greatost problems that faces the nissionary,
espooially the young missionary, iz how to approach the paople to whon

* Is. 55,2.
¥ oRe Gitey Pe 63,




he wishes to bring tho Gospel. It is of supreme importence that the
young missionary gain the confidence of thosa 'u!.th whom !;e cormas in
oantact, end thorefore ho will endeavor to do the right thing in the
’ r!.g!it way et tha right time., rauvl, whose phanomenal ;uccoea cannot be
denied, also roalized the importance of epcroach, and it is well
that we study tho mothods of aprroach which this wodel missionary
enployoad.
CHAPTER I
IMTHOUS DHETERIOINYD BY BIS CONCEPTION OF HIS WORY

Paul's mothod of doing his work wes detormined, in large messure,
by his concaoption of the work to be done. This 175.5 impressed upon him
already ot his conversion, as the Lord also told ‘:‘\na.nias, "o 1 the chos-
en vessel unto me, to bear my nome before tha Uentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israol.®* This vas brought closef to him at the specific
comaigsion by tho church at /ntioch to go to the Gentllas. Up ﬁo that
tima he hed boon serving as « postor among the /ntiochians, but now he,
topgather with Barncbas, is to set out on o "missionary entorprise”™®® to
bring the Gosvel to the regions round about, Ilior did Paul feel that his
ficld of labor vas to be limited to this small field adjacent to Antioch,
a0 that he would bring the Gospel only to Saleucia, Cyprus, Paphos, Fame
phylia, eto., but as his subgeguont missionary jourmeys show, the world
was his fiecld, and he felt tl.mt this vas all included in thae commission
whioh ha had roceived oi' the Lorde T-hererorc "boldly he prasses forward
into hostile territory; every success of the naever weary conquoror becomas
an-impulse to oast his net out farthor stills Pisidia, Gelatia, aAsia
¥inor, drecce do not guffice for him; he must visit Rome itself, and even
tho world's metropolis is to be only o woy station on his roed to the

farther wost."**

* Aots 9,150

** Darnes Kotes, sub. 13,2,
o

Warnock, quoted by Lenski, "Paul", p. 70.

Hor did roul lose sight of this world-wide vision as
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he advanced in yoars and as his labors becams more sircnuous. Vhen at
Zphosus on his third misnionary journey, Paul called the elders togethor
and told them how ho had tried to fuifill the mission which wms given

to him, “"so that I might finish my course with joy."® ind the last chapt-
or of icts toils us of Paul's exzorience at Rore, which wes noar the end
of his life. MNore the Jews refused to listen to hime Did Faul then lay
dom his ermor and say, "I quit, I have done iy duty"t? Io, he reminded
the Jeus that "the salwvetion of @od is sent unto the Gentiles.™, and then
he continued “preaching the kingdon of God, ond toaching those things
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, idth all Vconi'iqence, no man forbid-
ding him."*” Since the apoatleo to the end of his lifa recoognized and ever
hold befora him this great mission, he shaped his mothods sccordingly,
wasting no tinme as he wont aleng, but crowding as much into that lifeting—
25 was possible. ¥hat a lesson for us! FHow many ministors (every minist-
er ic a miscionary) arc as diligent in trying to pack into their lives
absolutely as much activity for the kingdom of Uod as is possible? Too
mony ere satisfied with preanching their rogquired eount of sermons, and.

of meking the “nocoasu.l"y“ calls. They arc too vell satisfied in taking
coro of their littls flooi:, ané neglect to press forwnrd as did the
Apostle Foul. %ihon Christ told the disciples, "Go ye into all the world,"
he did not wmoan for the ninister simply to write his sermons and them
wait for the peo’pi—e 4o come liston to him, but Ee meant for then to go

to tho world. "“The saleasman knows_ that he must go out and see the people
and bring in the business. 3ech misalonary ought to know that he has
becn sent to do mission work; that he has baon sent to lock ugp tho un-
churched and, by meens of the Jospel, try to bring them into the church. s
Bosides recognizing tha onormity of the task assignod to hin, Paul

alao felt e great responsibility to the Lord, who sont him out. Ko doubt

* Mots 20,24. PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRAKY

** Aots 28,28.351. N
i Frits, "The Practionl iilssionary", pe. 38.0 CS?I‘R%H :,Li,i IONARY



his miraculous cénvereion, in which the Lord apoke to hin directly and told
hin to go to Ananias and he \*:t;uld be told what he must do, led him to
rocognize this., Again, wheon Paul was comdssioned by the congregetion
ot Antioch, he know that the Holy Ghost said, "Soparate me Darnabas and
Saul for the work whereunto I have called thom.™ Hnowing that it vms
#od who sent him out 150 bring the messaze of salvation to a sinful world,
Paul's methods were characterized by enthusiasm, zenl, and untiring de=

' votion.. Knowmlng that it weas God who comrdssions his disciples, he
submitted his entire life ond work to God. This was not a blind sub-
mission, with the atiitude that such was sim:ly his fate, but it was a
holy resignation to the guidance and direction of God, coupled with a
feith that ocould say, "I an ready mot to be bound only, but also to die
at Jorusalom for the nenme of tho Lord Jesus."™* This submission to the
w1l of the Foly Spirit also led Paul to a mission £iold which he had
not planned %o visit, "Psul and Siles aro preventad -from going to Asia
ard Bithynia, where“ they vantod to go, and by a spaecial vision are led
to lacecdonin, where they had no intention of going at that time; but :
there is that woman Lydie with her assoclates who are ready to receive -
tho Sospel and become the nuoleus of a large church. low, it is trus,
Poul vas led there directly by the Holy Spirit.™ "Ho had learned the -
leason of sucmitting himself to the guidance of the Spirit, indeed all
through the book of iActs we seec how pormeated were the early Christians
with the promisc of their lastor that they should be led by His Spirit.'
This submission to the will of his ilaster does not iaoply that the
apostle did no planning. Ve cannot state this better than it has been
statod by Richter, a prominent leader of missions in Garaony, whose
gtatoment is here freecly translateds

“Paul hud no definlte program, so as to say, 'I will go to a
certain place, will stay there so muny days, will then go to another

:'.:\ota 15,2.
Acts 21'13.
* Hoyer, "ihe issionary Forward indeavor in the Light of the Book of
Acts," p. 6. :
& Howe, "Brief listory of iissions,”™ p. 20.




place and stay thore, eto.' He commended himsolf wholly to the will
of God, Acts 16,6ff, The only planned trip of Paul that we know is
the one from Corinth to Jerusalom, then through Fome .to Spein, but this
trip he could not cnrry through, for he was cast into prison. ind yet
we cannot say.that Paul had-no plan in the establishment of the congre-
gations, for when we look at the mop and see how wisecly the congre-
gotions are distributed over the country, then we can see thut there
wus plenty of plen in hin work,™

The same truth is oxprassed in tho worcés of Harnack: "Poul falt that the

Spirit of God drove him on, revealing his ;outu and deatinntion; but this

did not supersecde tho exorcise of delibel:ution ond reflection in his

cm nind, ond ovidonces of the latter mny be found ropeatedly throughout

his travels,™**

As a result of this vhola-hearted sutmission to God, Paul's labors
are arply rewarded, -not only by mpnrﬂlelled success, but by the fact
that whatever !;uppened to him, he l?ora .*..t with joy, even whon thinss
wore going against his, humenly speaking. Then wo carry on our mission
work, we should also remember that we are roapona!.blo)e.nd accountable to
tod, oné then our attitude 7:5..11 not be ono of & slavish submission to
whatevar befells us, but wo will teke the hx_trcish:lpu as thay come. Te
are .50 usze our common sonse in planning our miasio!;s, of course, but
that doos not always _me.;m that what seoms to bc tho most unlikely
£icld for woric will be the most unfruitful. The Lord often blesses
work whore we least oxpect resulis, just as he blessod the work of Paul
when he submitted to the Holy Ghost and went over to ilscedonie.

In conaection ri!.th-tho sonse of responsibility which Faul had, we
might also mention that he felt a responsibility over ogainst the congra-
gation at Antioch, from wiich he vma comaissioned to go on his first tour
of evangelization. ilthough, in the words of Richter, “thore was no
spacial missionary sociaty, which provided for the physical necessitiaes
of 1life and for the ec;ntinuntion of tha work, although there was no
conmittoe to give insiructions, ulthough there uwere no institutions,

- S e G e

* Richter, "Die Briefo Pauli als iiissionarische Sondschreiben," p. G6e
S Earnack, Ope 6ites De 370, :



10, °

no parish houses, schools of ajps
~orent ranks, hoap:.tala, ebe, ™ yet

Paul knew that he was sent by thoge Christions and that they
X
him to do his work faithfully,

Pacted
Thus, on his roturn froa his firss

trj.p,
he was chle to report that they had fulfiiled thotr

ministry, {
Paul kept one aim stoudily before hiﬁ. That ain was to bring both Jew

and Gontilo to faith in Christ, the savior, Paul tostified to the Jows

that Jesus had commpnded hin to be His witness “unto all nen of what thou
hast seen and hoard,"** and still clearer to Agrippa, that Christ hod

gent hin to the Gentilss "to opon thelr eyes and to turn them from dark-
nass to light and from the powor of Sotan unto Gode™ That must be the
aim of all missionary praschinge If thore aver wns a time when the 80
cnlled social. Gospel co;:lld have boen justified, it was at the tine of
Penl, yet heo nover lost sight of the one groat purpose of spreading

tho Gospel, to tell mon of their sin and their Savior. %hen he was
before Folix, he did not speal: to tho magistratae of polities, or of
scoial conditions, but “hs reasonad of righteousnoss, tomserance, and

judgment to come."®* prof, Thao. Hoyer ably describes the purpose of
Faul in the vords:

"o £211 to find, in the first place, that Christian preachors
aro ot all interestsd in this world or in the institutions of this
world, Iiot in affeirs of the States and suroly conditions in the govern=
ment of Rome at that time, with Piberius, Celigula, and liero at the
heln, wore as bac¢ as they could be. Yet not a word on cleansr poli-
tics, better lavus, or sore ofiiciont enforcoment of laws; instead, when
ho arrives in Rome and throughout his two-year stay in Rone, Paul

" preachad tho kinzdom of God and taught thoso things which concern

the Lord Josus Christ, with all confidence, Acts 28,31,

fior is it more moral iunprovement that thay call for. Fuul canme
%o Corinth, probaobly the foremost oity of luxury and lust at that
times evon their religion was orass service of the flash; thoy had
= magnificont templa of Venuse-with o thousand prostitutes. Kor
wos Paul ignorant of that; a yoar and a half he proached ut Corinth;
and in the first chapters of Romans he shows that tho sins of tho heath=-
en were woll knomm Lo him. Yet Paul does not hold forth oa the evil
roputntion of tha city, that the world over it was becoming customary

s g e
*Yi’!:lchter, fivangelische iiiszionskunde”, Band II, 1927, p. 18.
*% Aots 22,15.

* lots 2G,18.

** Aots 24,25.
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to sey of young men who wors londing o notoricusly wild life, ".Ehey.

mﬁtﬁgsgrg:hitggscg;x mrg:;%he tastifies to the Corinthians
Reulizing that social roform and mornl uplift comes only 2= a rasult
of the turning of the hourt, the apostle wns obadient to the henvenly
vision wnd “showed first unto them of i‘:amncﬁu. and at Jorusslom, and
throughout Juden, and then to tho Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, and do works meet for repontance."®” is one purpose was to —
kindle foithe That .mst be the onc aim and goal of our missionary vork.
- Whatevar clsc wa make, if wo produce not bolievers, our work is a farce,
a delusion, "Living faith in Christ's blood and righteousnass, trust and
confidornce in Him as tho Son of God and the Jon of Linn, slain for our .
gins and rigen from the doad, complote relisnce upon hin for forziveness,
renca, holp, and etorncl lifoe~this ig whet all preaching, and also
©ll miasionary preaching and teaching, must produce."  The statement
of a certein Congregutionnl pastor that “the chu:;cﬁ's one incroas=
inz purpose is the bullding of a bettor world, or, to use terms showing
relationship, to weave a finer sociel fabrio”,* is not in harzony with
the one ain which Paul held before him as he sct out on his progran of
evongolizing the world. there tho one purpose is to convart soul§, all
alse will follow; where that purpose is lucking, the other will not fol-
low, ond nothing will meke up for the lack but the preaching of repentance
and faith, '

Heving this conception of his ambitious enterprise, Paul sheped his
mothods accordingly to carry it out.
CHAFTER II
PAUL US2S THE ONLY CORRECT WIS

whon taking into oonsideration the tremendous task which Faul had
of conquering the world for Christ, the question naturally erises, Nihat

" Hoyor, ops ¢its, Pe E.
*% Lenskl, "Ste Paul", p. 76.
2 Quotad by Hoyor, Ope Citey Po Te
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did he use for that purpose?” Did he capitalize on his brillient genius?
Did ha show that he had a keen mind, wes a sharp thinker, hec a spleondid
aducation, end was a forcaful specker? Did he try lo imprass the philoso-
phara of Athons? Did he cater to the great and mighty? One would think
thut Paul would have used all of these soaming adventages. It is truas

"Kings and gonercls necd a vast aguipment, necessitating o great
outlay of money, whon thoy go out against an enemy of their country
%o reconquer r lund of which they have baen robbed. then this King
sonas out His servants to reconquor for Him the lands which liis eneny
hns stolen, from Him, the heartas of monkind, Ho gives thom just one .
viguron==liis liord. tihethor it be for atiaock or dofensae, sword and shield
ara the samo; no matler who the psople on whom they focus their attack,
whether thoy ara high sociaty or the lowast scun or of any of {ha stages
betwaen,, tho Lord has ingtructed-them.to-use-only one thing, Eis tord,
and that inciudos of courae tho visible viord, the Sacromonts. Iis
word is the only meoans, but tho alle-sufficient means, for earrying on
mission-vorke "

e —

Peul und hia halpors used th.a only corract neans for accomplishing their
pursosge-=the Gospel of the grace of Gode ™“rhey preached the '.ord of God."**
That Paul had nothing else, naeded noi‘:hing alga, -.-:ax:lte:i rnothing clse, and
now nothing else than the tiord to ouxrry on his work, is shotm through the
ontire second half of the Book of fcts. To pick out a few: FPaul and Barne=-
bas proeched the Word in Perge,”"" they proached the Gospel in Lystra and
Darbes® the tord of the Lord was published throughout all the rsgion of
antiochs®® and in the last verse of the book wo are told that Paul was in
Rome for two yeers, "Proaching the kingdom of God and teaching those things
‘.‘Jlii(:&h concorn tho Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding
it, " md +hat the Book of dcts :l:_; avery inctance shows that Faul usod
nothing but the Gospol, no matier vhgrc he preachad, is not merely ec-—
cidents Thot was I;aul's :i.nten’i:ion..n.a he exprosses in one of his letters:
“mor I determina¢ 1ot to know anything azong youw, save Jesus Christ, end
ifin crucii‘if!ﬁ-“'}& Thus the greatest apostle of ell timos om loyed the only
meang which is the powor of God unto salvation.

t’ uuyaf, Ope 0ites; De 20. © * Acts 14,7.21. &= 1 gor. 2,2.
** pots 15,5. : *= Aots 13,49.
*** 7ot 14,25, & ks 28,31
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Vhon Paul pronched the Gospel, he preached tho entira Goapel, and
that, aocording to the division of our Luth:ran theologians, consists of
Law end Jo§pol. Faul rominded the oldera at Ephasus: "I have not shummed
%o Goclare unto you all the counsel of Gody™™ and what he means when
ha snys that ha preachod all the counsel of God is given in his wordss
*Tostifying both to the Jows and also to the Graeks repentance torard
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.™” At Antioch in Fisidia
tho apostlo preached sin and grace, for ho told the Jews: "2e it thero-
fora lknovm unto you, mon and brethren, that through this inn is proached
ko you the forgiveness of sins; and by iHin all that believe are ;]usti.;
f£iod from all things fron which ye could not be justified by the Law
of liogng, Bowarao thaerefore leat that come upon you which is apoken of in
the prophots: Bohold, yo despisers, and wonder and periah."t’ Though it
would have baoen much ensier to talk in milder tones, or psrhaps for the
benafilt of the Jews who rejeated Christ as the iloasiah o withhold soine
of the truth, the missionary proached "thet Christ must neais have suf=-
forad and rison ugain from the doad and that this Jesus whon I greach
unto you ig Christ,. wi& Thmg nead of Christ's suffering, togethor with
the ‘blasaed results of Christ's redemption, in other viords, sin and
grace, Lesr and Gospal, was the ever-recurring thame of the preaching
of Pauls"

ind yob, while Poul ¢id not shun to docloro anything of the Gospel
co his hearers, but taught everything, while ho stresses salvation from
differant viewpolints before differant oudicneas, und while the various .

ovents in connection with the 1ife ond death of Christ were announced,

N
his omphasis w8 alvuys on one point—he presched Christ orucified. ’_:_j‘L
-’::---—---— - { v ;."7 ot
] &5 . 2. (o Y 5

Acts 20,27. i Acts 17,3« <
*% Acts 20,21. ¥ Adapted fron lioyer, op. Oite, ps 9, 17

& aActs 13,38=41.
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“It wms Paul vho first throw into such sharp reliof the significance
of Jegus Christ as a Redeemcr, and made this the central point of Christe
ien teuching. He led his hearers %o admit 'we arc simmors, ono and all.’
‘Then he led them to the cross of Christ, where he davelopad the concaption
of tho oross as ‘the power and tho wisdom of God."™ Paul stressed "that
Cirlat must needs have suffcred and risen again from the deed,™™ in
other words, he on}p%‘égai?.cd the vicarious atonement of Christ as tho “"*—}
heart and coenter of all Christian truth. Ho know thet “tho vicarious {
atonemant of Chriat for tho sins of all the -aorid was the csntral truth E‘g
of the Goapel with which Christianity stands and falls. &nd that is l‘ '-::"
why it mokes no difleronce whether he spouks to the Jows or to tha Grccka,:‘:
wheth-r he gpeaks to stern rulers or the women at the river, whether hi.a:
hoarer is a Jjailer obout to comait suicide or a sorecersr trying to prevent
another from hearing the truth, whetharwit is a learnad nudionce of
3racl: philosophers or a band of terrified sailors about to suffor ship-
wreck, thay all hear the same masa.gu--chrlst and Hin erueified. The
reason for this iz that Faul racognizod tha co:zmon nead of man, IHo lmew
that aevery man, vhothor high or low, cducated or ignorant, ruler or
pauper, Jew or Gentile, is by natura a lost and condemned sinner. ind
he know just as surol;.] that the only mothod in wiich overy individual
simnar can be brought to faith is the simple story of the Cross of Christ.
Thug “tr-m namo of Faul roprasents.a te’stnma-nt end is a symbols The real
Gospol really for the reel world--that is Paul the nissionarye.™®

Sinco the Gospel is not the orly means of grace, the question arises,
"hid Paul' use baptism and the Saorament of the. Altar?™ In rogerd to :
bapilan wo have several instances where it is mentioned in oonncction
with his ninistry. Lydla and her whole household wore baptized,**
the fanmily of the jailor was bagtizod,® the sacrament was used at
;T!:r;;;;z:-;p'. oit., p. 3u2. ' '
*¥ iots 17,3
* Steck, "Paulus als Misslonspredigor" in iissionsjehrbuch fucr 1930, p. 20.

** lJots 10,5.
& fots 16,33.
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Corinth,® and elso at Ephesus.”® From the Book of jcts itself it ig ime
poscible for us to say whother Faul did tho zotual baptizing himself,

or whether his holp rs did that part of the vwork. Some have talzen Paul's
statement in 1 Cor. 1,17: “Christ sent ze, not to baptize, but to preach
the Gospel® to moan that Paul did no baptizing, but only proached. It is
more likely that Paul was merely strossing the fact that the presching of
the Word is the foundution of all Christion doctrine and practise, alse
of baptism. But 1t is sure that baptism wes ndministored in connsction
with tho work of Peul. Thls is also the vicw of Richter, vhen he says: (
"% know thet Paul bapbized, but we do not kmow -hether indoctrinstion .|
proceded beptism, nor do ve lmow what mode of ba:tism he used. Nz did
rut much stross on baptism,

There is some dis:agrosment among commentators as to whether Faul
inatructed his converts bvofore, thoy wer'a ba:tized. The Book of Acts
dozs not state clearly whother they were really instructod, or whother
it was only racuired that they confess Jesus as the Savior. It scoms
that in the cuse of the jailer and his family, a simple confoession of
faith is all that vas asked. In regard to the Sphesian Christians, we
are told that they had been boptized with the baptism of John: but that
thay did not know of the Holy Ghoste. dJust why thoy did not know of the
Holy Ghost we cannot say deci'initely, bLut this much we do kiow-=Faul
instructod them on the doctrine of baptism and thon they ware really
baptized. ¥hat the nature of this instruction was we do not know.
Richter is of the opinion that we do not know whather inuootrination
pracaded baptism.® B, Allon, in his book, "ilssionary llothods, Ste Prul's
or Ours?® says, "St. Paul did not baptize uninstructed converts ap
ﬁom 2 systen of mutual responsibility which ensured thoir instruction. g

o can be sure thot at least the most. nocessary fundanentals werae kmown

* Acts 18,8. . ™ pots 19,35.
T Hiohter,. "Dle Briafe 5t. Pauli, otc." ope olt.; p. 69.

Ty ibid.; D. 69e
& Allen, “idssionary liothods, Ste Paul's or Qurs?" p. G.
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By ‘the. ocnverts berore! thay ware baptisady bt whatithe  beutine thetr
irdootrination was connot be dotermined from the information given in
the Book of Actse

The Sacreaent of the Altar 1s not mentioned in the story of 3t. Faul
as rocorcded by Luke. Thus, taking the Book of Aots alone, we would be
compolled to say that we do not know what Faul's attitude was toward
Holy Communion. On the othsr hand, the vary faot that it is not montioned
by tho writaer may be evidence that it was such e comzon practice, clso
with Paul, that it wns not cvsn nccessary %o mention it.. This is also
tha conolusion of Richter, who statoes, "Although the Szorament of the
Altar is not menti.ned in the Book of Acts, it is mentioned in the
lettors of Poul as o dofinite part of’ the reguler service of the churches.
Tha very fact that it is not mentiomed in Acts shows that it wos Saken
for granted that they colebrated Holy Communion.™ vVia lmow from the
apistlas that Paul strassed the importance of this sacrament, and that
he inasisted on iis worthy recoption, 8o it nead not bother us that Luke
doas not mention it. e :mst romember that Luke presents Faul tc us
as o missionary, whose purizoge it ia to bring the Gnspel of Chriat <o
a8 mony people as possibla, end not as 2 pastor fulfilling a long pastor-
ato at one cartain place.

In speaking of tho exmphasis which Paul leid on the ¥Word and its
powar, goms who liks to disparage the power of the Gospel mention that
ha had tha help of miracles. It is true that Paul used miracles. The
Lord “gave testimony unto the word of his graco, and grented signs and
wonders o be done by their hands,™ in Iconium, but the paople wero
divided, some belieoving, and some reojecting the truth. AL Lystra oc-
currad the henling of a oripple. = At Philippl the spirit of divination
was oxpollod.® At Zphesus "God wrouzht spocial mireclos by the honds of

® rcbo-34;3. Die Bﬂ'efe,.l_ﬁ ': g 73.
"% Acts 14,8-10s
* Acts 18,18.
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Poul: So that from his body wers brought unto tho sick hardkorchiofa
or aprons, and the discagses departed from them, and the evil spirits
went out of tham._“"' But the miracle that shed most light on tha relation
of tho miracles to the Tiord is the one in vhich Paul struck flyans, the
sorcerar with blindness, for we aro told that "the daputy, whon ha saw
what was donae, believed, baing astonished at the dootrine of tha Lord."®*
Hora it is exzpressly stated that Sergius Paulus camo to faith, not be-
oausa of ths mirucle porformed, but by the doctrine of the Lord. Faul
himsalf did not trust the powar of his mir:-cles to convert paople, but
ralied upon the power of tho Gospel. In the hoaling of the lame mon at
Lystra we ara told that the man had feith bofore he was healed. Than the
peoplo then wanted to worship Paul and Barnabas because of tha miracle,
Tanl rofused to let thom honor hia, even rebukirg them, "Sirs, why do
ya thesa things? Vie are men of like passions vwith you, and proach
unto you that yo should tura from these vanitios unto the living God."*
Vo never hour of Paul referring to the miracles as the power which con-
verts mon, nor does he cver resort to them, oxcaept when it is nccessary,
which we will discuss in the next paragraph. Oopke is right when he
stabes that tho miracles did not precode the preaching of the apostle,
but thot thoy morely accompanied and followed it.® This is true not only
of time, but also of the importanca of the superncsturel deeds of Faul.
If the apostle used only the means of the Gospsl to convert his heor-
ors, what then was the purposs of the niracles, and what is their ioe
portance? This is ablyshown in the following quotation from “iissicnary
Forward Endeavor in the Light of the Book of Acts" by Frof. Hoyer:

"1t is the Lord who gives to the workers strength, courage, and
boldness to go out against all odds and preach the iord. ior that
purpoge lia sant His apostlus the Holy Ghost and thus ondowed thon with
powor irom on high, dcts 1,8. And becausa the odds were so very

great at thot time, He endowod them with the special power of working
miracles. 7These miracles waere nover an end in themsolves, but c means [—

? Acts 19,11.12, *% Acts 13,12.
& Qepke, "Dic :Assionsprodigt des Apostel Paulus® p. 19.

¥ Acts 14,15.
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to an end, to draw attention to the precching of the apostles and to
gtamp it as divine truths In the powar of the Spirit thoy wont out and
did far grentor miraclos, turning tho world upside dowvn with their preach-
iNgeseeseslt i trua, thoy had the powor to porform miracles; they wero
neaded theny Christianity wms something new, somathing antegnonistio

to all that mon vanted and desliroed, to the Jows a stumbling-block, to
the fGreeks foolishnoess; they neadod this divine trademark om their teach-
ing to estublish it as truth. 3Bub even thon miracles nover stood -in the
foraground; they are mentioned a:ily in puassing: in fact, on the occas=
lon of the first miracle, the hosling of the lans man, fatzr states
cloarly what the purpoas of tho mirnoles is, Aets 3,12; they ara a

moans to the end that they might testify of Him who healed the lame

mome The only moans that the agostles know to earry out the vork that
Christ has glven to thea to do is the Gospel.®™™

Frofs Hamsoy goes 80 fur us to say that “the marvels recorded in icts
ara not as n rule, sald o have boen efficucious in spreuding the new
relizion.™* He adds that thae imporiance of those avenis lies rather in
their efiect on the mind of tho apostle themselves, who ascepted Them
55 on encouragecmont snd a confirmetion of their work. R. Allen davotos
an entire chaptor to the miraclas, showing that they did not couvert
poople, tinat “St. Peul did not usc his powers of heeling as an induce-
mcnt to people to recoive his te.ching,® bubt that they only aided in
his preeching in tho following manner (iAll give only the outlinc):

1, Hiz airsclas atiranctod hoarers. The vonderiul cures atirscted mon
to 5te Paul. They oonme to see who it vms that had done such a
thing. 3o miracles prepared the way for preachinge.

2. liracles wera universally accepted as proofs of the Pivino azprov-
el of the maessage and work of him through whon they wore wroughte.

3. ifiracles wore n demonstration of the power of Jesus over pagan
gods and demons. It is intaerescing to note that all of St. Faul's
miracles, except the rocovery of Putychus, were wrought in pagean
surroundings. They wore wrought for the edification of Gentiles
rother then of Jews or Christians.

4, iArucles ware illustrations of the character of the new religion.
They wore sermons in act. They set forth in unmistakable terms
two of its fundwmmeontnl dootrines, the doctrine of charity and
the dootrine of salvation, of relecse from bondnge of ain and
pover of the dovil.*

Phus, while the miracles wora important, Paul did not rely on chea for his
work, but his teaching spread by convincing the wminds of his hearors, os
hag boen indicuted in tho case of Sergius Poulus. And sincc the porform-
snce of supornatural doeds was rot to be the method in which Yo turn the

': Hoyor, Ope Git.s; Pe 6 & 24, ¢
*ugy, Paul, the Traveler and the Rormn Citiszen", p. 115.

T op. oite., ps BUEL.
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hourts of mon "the ability to work miracles w=s rot i prerogative of
Peal's ovm, to ve oxercised by him juat as he.plenscd,.but was helé .by
hinm ot tho'will of tho lmcter himself, and used by him only on the im-
pulse of the lioly.Ghost, ot such times and in such circumsiances as
divine wisdom deternined to be appropriete.™ From theso argunents it
is evident thas the phonomonal sucerss of Paul was not due &o.the
nirecles ho poriormed, :

Just as Paul uscd the only correct means for fulfilling his mission,
gso ve in the trentieth o=nbury hove only one meana of conver:iinz men,
und thet is the Gospel. len toduy are essontinlly the same as they were
.in the days of 5t. Fuule Thoy ars all lost and condermed sinnerz in the
aight of God the Father, snd are therafore in need of the tiord. And
when we nraach the Tord, especianlly when wa are trying to build up
whit =6 sometizes csll a "new misslon field", we ure not to.drag in
nll sorts of "extras® to "help the Gospel." Tha Gospel is the rower
of dod, aven in its simplaest form. lio senssationalism, no novelty,
exx no fad cenpdd 4o the power of the Gaspe;l, but it can of'ten detract
end hinder the work of the Ioly Spirit. Tharefore such things 28 the
ninnlonary donning a cowboy suit, cs was rocently dono by the "Cowboy

mnzelist” in ‘Yexes, and bringing in e Dizzy Doon, are entirely out of
nincs. for is our vreaching to b;s s0 involvad and difficult that the
peopla must mervel at our lenrning while their soul is starved, but
va nust preach the Gospel in its simplicity, stressing Christ and
liim orucificd. i@ ara, of course, to preach the Gospel in its entirety,
but whatever we presch, it must always center upon the meritorious work

f Christ, for that and that wlone will save men. And %o save men 1s ,-—-—-

the only purposo of all miasion vorke

D . 0 TR D S O Y SER D

¥ faylor, “Peul, the Missionary”, p. 8.



CHAPTER III
FAUL WERT TO THE 3TRATEGIC CRNTTRS (

Paul had a large taervitory to evangelizo, o3 has been pointed out
before. It wes therefore of grent importrnee thet he choose the places
he wished to visit with the utmost of c=re. Throughout the Boo: of Acts
ocne gun noctice how Paul chose strategic points at vhich to sct up his
evanzelistic conters. e wunted to make the Jospel knowm to the great-
ast numbar in the shortast possible ti.. Therofora ho want ospecially
to the lerger oities in Asia ifinor cnd in Surope.

Thero are sevor:l rausons why Faul chose the plaoces which are rocorded
in the Book of Aots. First of all, in such cities he could reach the
ilarzast nunber of' peonlo at one time. whils Peul did not spurn the in-
dividual, he wanted to bring the masses under the sound of the Jospol. In
nddition to that, Faul ohose centers from which tha Church oould brionch
out. o know that hils time s limited, and therefaore he wanted the Church
o sprend out from strategic canters, so thet Christlanity would sproud
out a8 = natwork over tha ontirse Roman Empira. 4nd {or that reauson Faul
did not try to vielt as xmany tovme in number.as possitle, but ho visited
the important places, where he could inmstruet tho psople sufficiently
that thoy cou.d bring the light of' the iFospol to those round aboui them.

A brief skotch of the inm.ortant cities visited by Faul wili bring this
out more clearly. .
Syma.

Tha first import:nt city in which Faul worked was Antioch in Réeiciu.
Antiooh was chosen by Faul for several rousons. Jccording to icts 11,19,
somn of tho dJews thot were scattered went to Antioch, and there they
preached the Viord. That meant that Peul here had an opening in this chief
city, ot only among the Jows, but also wamong the Geni:ilqa. for "soma of
theme«s«8pnka unto the Grecians, proaching ‘the Lord JosuSeesssund &
gmﬂn@Mrmnwm,&dmetomemmﬂ*xnmuumtowm

¥ Aots 11,20.21.
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tho city of intioch was en important comuercial centor. “Gitunted on the
rivor Grontoteseeeit was excellently placed for commercial cormm:cation
babtuoon the Inot and the "0sbeeeellore the marchants fron the far BHast nst
tholr customers from tho Test, oxd oxchanzed commodities with each othar,
Such wae ibts imvortance us a conire of influence, that, though in point
of population in the Papire, it was frezuently roforred to as a second
Romo."™ Bub ab the smae tiie Anbtioch wae notorious for the luxury and
luseiviouaness of iis people, "sutranking aven Rome in the display of
iagecivious gsensualily »nd debauchery, being, w.th the naightoring
Dentme, nivhaps the most Pascizating moral quagnire in. the ;-orlé%'.,%"“
Rut aven in such ouvlbured and morally corrupt places Faul new that
the dogsel could rest hwen souls from the bonua of tho dovil, and
into guch placos ha went in order to build the Churoh, 4nd -iat op=
zortunitics fov sm_reudin:; ;ut from Antiochl

The othor grest eity in Asin Zdnor visited by the misslonury was
bphesus, n prominont secport toim. Iors in i-r,_:hesug he again foud sorme
baliavors, Acte 18,19, and from hera the chureh spreand, "so that all
thoy which dwelt in Asia heard ths word of the Lord Jasus, both Jows
c-.r.é. Sracke. ** Some comsonbabors hold that it was from iptesus that the
saven ohurches nentioncd in tho Book of Rovelation ware beog:n. Ephasus wms
both o ioked =né a wealthy oity. Looated on tho Asgean Ssa, 1t was the
deormy %o “astern Asin idnor, which maturally atiracted many psople to
this prosperous tom. 3But this woalthy oity sang "Greut is Piana of
1ha Sphasions,"®7 in whosa worship “swarme of pricstesses with the levd
dences enticed :men to the grosssst end most degrading debsuchery."&
But agnin we must say that Peul chose this evil city for a special pure

po-e, us Dometrius complainod: "Ye seo end hear, th:ut not elone st Ephesus,

5 VPS4 o 80 v g 0O Sum B8

* Taylor, op. oit., p. 60.6l.

% Thaole quarts, Vol VII, Pe 206«
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but almost throusghout sll Asie, this Iaul hath persuaded end turncd away

much people.™

faking into consideration the places in Zurope which Faul visited,
ve note again how he planted his churches with o view to the future spread
of the Churche When Faul went to lincedonin, he wont to "the chief
¢lty of that part of ilncedonia and a oolony.™™ “ hen ho cume to Europa
ha did not stop in Neepolis, the harbor towm, nor did he £o %o tho ancient
city of imyu iuvolis; he wont straight to Philippi. In llaccdonia it wns
contasbad at that tine that Philippi'\'.'as the chiafl eity; but to raul
it wms, sinco it was a homsn coloﬁys hence Faul avidently judged thet
“hilippi wvwma the city with a fubture, end his estimate proved corraect;
Pidlippi soon left its rivel fer bohinH.™ ;llen stresses the ar:ument
that Paul went to rhilippl, not because ho vanted to go to any certain
city, lubt becnuse he krew he hed o wide ficld to cover, and thersfore
looked uwon his work there as vorking not in a oity, but in a province,
go that we woulc;i not say 'Lhe.'l. Faul started in Philippi, but in inco-
donin. Thet is probebly zoing 2 litile too fer. Faul chose Fhilippi,
exd later Thessalonica, becau-a they were both on the famous ignatien
higkwey, which nzde then outstund'ing ocitlos, with great nossibilities
of future expansion,

0 other neighboring towns in Burope which Paul visited were Athons
and Corinth. Athons wms outstanding for its intellectual achievennents.
1t was "tho intnlloctual metropolis of the ancient world--the mother
of orits ond eloquencas™* ljere is whare the philosophers were wont to meet
40 discuss various religions, and especielly “to hear some new thing. "&

But “in the most brilliant period of Athenian groatness, vhon art had

rauchad its some of noble simplicity, vhen poatry and oratory shed over

* Acts 19,39.

“% Acts 15,12,

* Dre A. L. Gracbnor, Theole Guart., Vole VII, p. 214,
TT Paylor, Ops Oit., pe 254.

& pots 18,24.



tho public life o glowing etmosphere of graca and beauby, when intole
leot, unrivallod in force and subtlet_v, dtsoyanod questions vhich nen
are debating still, evils which «ro not co much as naned cmong oursolv_ee
worce sapping the very foundations of social order, and viere mede by men
whoaa ovm persons) purity is abova susplcion the subject of jest und
witsiciam, " 8o true it is that the world by wisdom krows not Zod.
Gorinth, on the other hand, was a soaport towm, a ozzmeroisl center,
also with much loarning. It was tha stenping atpne from Europe to Asia,
but here & 'ain wa heur of the moral rottemmess of this city, nob Trom
'::ha_ fook of Acts, but from the lattor whisch Faul latar wrote to the
Corinthisng. Vet Paul visibed those two centers of Sreek olvilization.
fforg wora gtratogic points from whioh tl:ne Church could grow and spraad
ouba

lloma was the ¢ity which Paul anxiously desired to visit. Coming from
ircadonia and Achain he wished to go to Jerusnlem and then to Home. Ttihy?
llob, as Allen says, to use the influsnce of his Roman citigenship, and
roszibly tho help of the Foman government, to carry on his work, but
in the continuance of his policy to go the chiaf centers, and to sprend
out his work fro: there. aAnd what opportunities Home off-red just in
that resuvact! Rome was the capital of tha world at that time. iAll roads
led to Rorg. Paul felt sure that if he could plant the Gospel there,
then 1% could sirend rapidly from Ghis influential city. Besides, thar9
wara Gevout Jews tharo, Jews who were migsion-minded, of whom wa have
spocial mention of Aquila and Priscilla. Paul knew that he would be
noking no mistake by starting work there. But Paul did not go %o Rom
in the way in which he expected, but was tekem thore as a prisonor,
though he did not lot this keep him from preaching the Uospel.

the olbles of today offer the same opportunities end the same prob-
lens which the oities of Paul's age hod. #And we mst meat thoso problens
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anti rosponsibilitios with the seme geal ené fervor which the azocctle
gshoviode In our age the rural churches sre baing neglected more end zore,
nnd people ure going to tho oitics. The rapid growbth of our cities, and
the. movament of the people froa the farn to the city present = challenge
%o our church today, which wo must meot if wo wont to e true to our
nission o!‘ ovungelizing the world. This doas not mean that e should
nogloct rural aisslons, bub the emphasis mmst be on eity micsions, for
there is where the v:at'mjority of poople nr;a Zathered, and wo can
appronch the largest number of poople at one time. fThis also affords
betior opportunities for cxpansicn. This does not necassurily put the
rural people &t & prout disadvantage, for with our modern rouds and
nutonobiles, thoy can eas:ly attend church in the cities. -

Faul did not hesitate to go to a large city because he knew that l
the wickodness of that city was too gresmt. Had he beon afraid of that,
ha probably nover .ould huve pottenstarted., Hoither are we to chun

el

the clty for that ronmson, and possibly foel thot it is vseless to graach
tha Jospel there. I is truc thet vice and erime are nore rampant

in the l.rger cities. "In tha eity our national sins, such as zoncy=-
moingss, pleasure-madness, lust-modness, prostitution, the divorce evil,
ami political corruption, are cdeveloped %o a high degrec."” FPeople in the
eity ara nlso inclined to beoome indifferent in gpiritual matters, tut
that is no reason why we should shun oity missions. That is all the :ore
roagon why we should presch the Gospsl thore, if one wishes to argue in
Shat monnere The fact is, all men are in the same condemmation, anc the
-.c;m of those mon we cun apuroach with the message of salvation, the
betler our netheds sre. But here too we should exercise our comnon

gsense. It would not be .;ds'a to go to any large olty, tut we nust invaest-
imnto end find out vwhat the possibvilities are., To fiuil to do so would be
a vaste of tize and monoy: To Go so will be blessed with fruits.

* Fritz, "The Practioal iissionary®, pe 15.



CHAFTER IV
IELTHOD OF APFROACHTNG THE JEWS

Vihon Paul went to tho various cltios, ho did not go there without
any particuler dostination or purpose. He kaow that it was necessary
that the Tiord of Gud Do sroken first to the Jowa,* and for that reason
he made it a point to got in touoh with the Jews first. The logicel
place to preach to the Jews was the synagogue. %o are told that on
‘hia first journey "they vreached the word of God in the synagogue of
tho Jaws,""“® gt Salamis, this was rep_nnt'ec‘. at intioch,® and this practice
wes continued at Ioonium, Thessalonica, Berea, Corinth, and Ephosus.

In fact, wo are oxpressly told that this was the practiso of Paul,
namaly, that he went to the Jeuws assembled in the synagogues, "as his
monner vage™® It was not mere accident that Paul got into the comron
macting place of the worshipping Jows, but that vms hls deliberate pur-
10So,.

Vihy did Paul make his first approach in the citlies to the Jews in
tho synagogues? 4he snswor we find in the sormons of iaul, one of vhich
was alludud to above. PFaul new that the Jews were the chosen peoplae
of God, %The p;o:aiaas had been given first to the childron of Israol. _
In odéition to that, "™with the Jows the hope of gaining cone converts
was slightly groxter bocouse there he had a point of contacts The 01d
Tostanent prophecies. Aand results provod that policy right; though the
great mejority of the Jows hardemed their hcarts sgainst tho Gospel and
thon bacamo its bitterost onemles, yet a few were always won and formed
a nuclous around whon a congrezation could be gathored; and every slssion-
ary knows the great valuo of that."® Another thing, Faul was sure of got-
ting at least a hearing in the oynagogue. It was the custon in the
gynagogue to permit any learned rabbl to speak, and raul usod those
opportunities. It is really remirkable how ofton Pa.ul tried to do this,

* Aots 13,46, ** Acts 13,5.
v rots 15.16- e Aots 17’2.
& Hoyer, Ope Cite; Pe 28,




in spiteo of tho fact that ho had boen mistreated so often by the very

Jews whon he approached in the synogogues. But if the Jews rafused to {L

hearken to his preaching, he left them and went to the Gentiles, for he
consldered himself a missionery, rot only to the Jews, but also to the
Gontiles, as will bo taken up in the next chapter, Faul had no tine
to wasto with stubtorn Jews, so if his message fell o 'ear ears, he
movad onvarde :

Tho cholce of the synagogues for the first aprroach was also zade
because of the ‘influence which tho synagogue and its e re exerted on
the world of that doy. The Jews had become so well-:nown, or porhaps
we should say “notorious", et /ntioch, that they roceived the name
Christian,* not as an honorary title which they bostowed upon themselves,
but & nome givon to thom by those outside of tholr owm ranks bacause thaey
hod bocore so notlconble through the teachings and precepis of the Syn=
apogucse raul, looking forward to evangelize the world, no doubt recog-
niged the irportunce of getting the synagogucs bahind him. Harnack says
or tha importance of the synagogue:

"To nascent Christianity the synagogues in the Diesrora neant
mora than the fontes persecutionum of Tzrtullion's complaint; they,
algo formed the most importunt presupposition for the risec and growth
of Christian cozmunitias throughout the e:pire. The network of the syn-
agoguos furnished tho Christian propaganda with ocntres and courses
for its development, and in this way tha mission of the now religion,
which wns undertnkon in the name of the God of Abraham and logses, found
o sphere ulready propered for itself,"**

Lonski enlarges this same thought in the following manner:

AThe increusing propuganda of tho Jexus had successfully paved the
way for tho Christian missionuries. Ye know of 150 Jawish congrogations
along thao shores of the ileditorranecan during the time of the Roman emper-
ors (Deissmann); wnd their actual number must hove been ruch groatore
Yhen Paul ot first turned to these centera of Jewish religious life,
he certninly did not intond therecy to mako his work easy, but ho did
it because this mothod wms bound to resch his goul in the gquickest mane
‘nor in entiroly strange surrouvndings. Paul found and gethored togethar:
tho poople in whom he meant to kindle the fire, in order that thoy might
oarry it farther. low ruch more rapidly would the cvangelization of
the world proceed today, if we had a Christian diaspora, centers of
Christian life in hrathen lands. Alas, the "Christian" traders and

* Aots 11,26, _
** Harnack, op. oite; pe. 1.
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others who 3o to thoas lands aro almost clvmys a hindranco, instoad of
a help, to the cause of migsions."®

The sad purt of tho story iz that Paul did not succwed in getting the
synagogues behind his oause whole-heartedly. Only a few bolieved and
becanc erdent missionuries, while the others beoume violent opponents
of the cause. The important thing is that the synagogues furnished Faul
o starting-point for his mis:ion work in these large cities. ;

in appliocation of this mothod of Faul of going %o a place whaere the
people have some knovladge of Christimnity is being carried out at the
presont tize by our Synodical Conferemce. Our entrance into the African
?ield, vhere iLhaose people have soma h':_owlecga of the truth is parallel
to the apostle's ap.roach to tho Jows. Of oourso they do not have all the
truth, but - at lenst wo have a point of contuct, and this will openr up
a wide fiold for us. Another application of this wa find in the early work
of our fath-rs in this country, when they wont to tha placas where
“Dautsche” and “Luthoraner® could be found., That was not done in order
to mnko the work cusioer, but that was following 1-:!10 princi:le of St.
Paul. Fortunately our fathors enjoyed a batter reception on the part

of tho people than Paul experioncod emong his brethren.
although our fathars followed apostolic practise in the beginning, F
there is probzbly ono phusé in vhich they fell short. Soms of thon .
limited .thni.r work to the Germsns and ex-Lutharons, & limlt which &t.
Poul did not observe, ns wo shall spge in the next chapter. The result
w28 that our church camo to be kno-.-.n_as the "German Church,® or as many

in the South called it, "The Luthorian Church® (with the accent on thn'

second syllable). The tiue has come whon we must reach out farthor than
just %o the "abgefallene Lutheraner®, :Howavnr. if wa e:n find = nucleus
of Christians in a place where we wish to start our mission, it is only
conzon sonse and good judgzmont 'r.hgt we ﬂ_.rat approach the believers

and then sp.rea@ out from there.

P L@nm, "St. Pl'.ll].",'?. "2-




CHAFTER V
PAUL'S APFROACH TO THE GNITILES
Sinco Feul was an apostle to the Gentiles also, and not only to the
Jews, it naturally intcrosts us to know what methods he used to approach
the Gontllas. ftio have shown atove, in the chapter om the meens which
Paul usad to convert mon, that Faul did not try to attract the attention
of the Gentiles by means of miracles, or by any spactacular display,
but that he approachaod them with the %ord. How then did Paul bring the
Vord to the dentilea? : :
flore again Paul folloved somewhat the samo ordsr that he adopted in
his work among the Jews. 48 we read thr;augh the Book of Acta wo find that
there uro ropented reforences to the Jews and the Gentiles. And whore are
they to be found? At the synagogues. In the synagogues, so @’-"’
tells uss i
“They had not only Jous end proselytes in their audience, but many
heathen became intorested, wore converted and adopted religion and
cugtons of tho Jewvs, ilany honthen waere acquainted with tho synagoguas,
and thus Poul had a good apiroach to tho.hcathen. Faul know that
wns whaore u conscientious heathen could ba found. Illo could have usad
the strects for his preaching, ns did the vondors, fortunc-tellers,
und philosophsrs, but he did not do this much, and when he did it,
he did it only after considering the udvisability of it. le saoms to
have proached out in the open in Lystra. In ithons he did not only -
use the synagogue evory Sabbath, but ho used the market-place daily,."
Paul did not lizit his preac:ing to the Gentiles to the synagogues, but
that is where ho made his first approach. At Philipri ho preached to
the women at the river aide, He disputed in the éehool of Tyrannus,'but
that was only ufter he wns driven out of the synagogue. Ee mo cdoubt
approached mony of the Gentiles perconally as he came into contact with
then in following his irade of making tents. In short, Faul epproached
the hoathen in whatover wuy he could find, but since he had a world-wide
mission and wantod to preach to as many as possible ot one time, he made
his first approach in the synngogues, where many of them wore to be found,
end whera thoy were onxlous to hear the Gospel.

®= %4 gsionsmethoden inm Zeitaltor der apostel™, p. 3l.
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The Gentiles, in distinction from the Jews, were called by various
nomnse The most comaon neme w:s "prosaclyte™. Other designations in ‘the
Book of Acta aro "devout Groeks™ "ye that foar God,"** "Gomtiles,” etos
A11 of theso-enn be combined undor the term “proselytes," which is de-
rived fron tho Greek “eody) Autos «® Thayer, in his definition of this
word, divides the proselytos into two zroups, and sayae:

’

"The Rebbins déstinguish two classes of :croselytes, namoly, the
proselytacs of rightoousness, whio recelved circumcision and bound them=
salves to keap tho whole iosaic law and to com:ly with cll the reguire-
ments of Judaism, und proselytes of the iete, who dvelt among tha Jews,
and although uneircuncised gbsorved certain spooificd lews, especially
the sevan pracopts of lioah (as the RAabbins called them), 1.e., against
tho chief sins, ildolatry, blasphemy against God, homicide, unchastity,
theft or plundoring, rebellion aga:nst rulers, and the uge of "flash
with tho blood thareof?®,*

The -.vordrrpon'i_luros comas fro:nrfod‘cfop/mc s meaning "to come to" or
"to como forwmrd." According to this the term alone would simply mean
one who coxes 0 tho Jovish religion or to the synugogue, not necess-rily
iuplying that all theroquirements of Judaism had to be met, Barnes
dofines = proselyto as ono “who is cnnvartedfrom ono roligion to anothar.
The word does not moun hare that ha vms a convert to Christianity--whioch
was truge-=but thut he had beon converted at Antioch from paganism to the
Jowish religion,"** Sometlzes an ndjootive is used in comnection with
tho term, ei.thera-ep,/'urves or f’d“é" eves s both of thom moaning the same
thing, "to fear” or "to worship God." But that Paul did not conuido:_'
tho coremonies of the Jews nscessury for the proselytes for true 3
worship cen be saan from his stand at the conference in Jerusalom.

What he vas interested in wus that thoy believed. Some of the beliaving
Gentiles, of coursae, submitted to circumeision, but othors did not. IThoy

had a spocial sootion in tho synagogue whore they could sit during serv-

1ces. It was these Jontiles that Faul approached first, partly beoause

they came in lsrge numbers to the synagogue engor to learn more, and

* Aots 17,4. »%* Aots 13,16.
- "t:reek-“.m;liah Loxic.n of the New Testament", sub vorb.
* sub Acts 6,5.
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partly beccuso thaso God-fearing Gentiles would be glad to lead him to

otherg, Some of these Gentilo converts lator becane soze of the most
faithful discijles,

In this conncction we might add on interesting note by Prof. Hoyer: [

"fhe first Christion in Europe was s womsn, Lydia, c. 18,24. It
is probable that o number of other women met with her in that house
by the riv-rside whore tho Jews were wont to mect or in her own homoj
and so this 1ittlo band of pious womon waas the baginning of the church
in Fhilip;i, the beginning of Europeon Christendom. iay wo conclude
fron Aots 17,12" ond othor indications that even in those doys women
formed u larger contingent in the Church than the men? At any rate,
they ware active members and misaionaries. Though they were told to
keap silonco in the congregaticn, they can nevertheless ourry on very
efi'octivo mission-vork, and many a church bogins with a 1ittlo band
of Christlan women,***

In our churoh work today we oun no more cznfine our work to the

“"apoastate” Lutherans than Faul confined his work to the Jews. Formerly

the German iznigrants ozlled for their pustor as soon as they had seottled,

but conditions now dewmsnd that we o out and work also amwng those who
aro not of Germmn extraction. In many churches today wo find thot the
racontly goined converts sre the most ncti:ve, Just as tha Gentiles be-
came so0:e of tha most enthusiastio workers for St. Paul. Those who
have only reeeni'.ly been brought to the fnith scen to aiprociate thelr
religion much nore than those who "grew up in the church.” Therafore
wa should urge also these people to holp bring their former friends
und assooi tos to the faith and to tho hore which they have just found.
The Lutheran Hour of todmzy has brought the trus Gospel to many who are
not connactod with our church, and has 1lead them to be roal seekers of
the truth, just as the proselytes at the time of Paul. iiny a young

nissionary can testify of tho benefits derived from such worke It 1s

now our duby to follow up the work of the Luthaoran lHour and actually
givo to the peojle tha'l; for which thoy ars looking. Wo must ever kesp
before us the fact that the world is our ficld, and must therafore
grasp ovory opportunity to cover that field.

R B G ST e T P GG
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CHAZTER VI
PAUL USED TACT ' R

One outstanding characteristic of Faul's mothoda, and one which is
frequently overlooked or at least minimized, is his tect or éiplomacy
in dealing with those he met on his missionary journeys. To desoribe
in detall the diplomacy of Paul as demomstratod by the Book of Acts
would require & whole book itself, but just a fow exam:les from several
of his sermons will sufilco to chow what good judsrent the missicnary
exercised in approzching his hearers.

*Tact" is defined Ly the Funk and Wagnalls College Standard Dictionary

" a8 "a qulck or intuitive approciation of vhat is £it, proper, or rights

fino or reoady nental discorament shown in saying or doing the proper
thing, or especially in avoiding what would offend .or cisturbj skill or
facility in dealing with uen in omergenoles.," inother definition of‘ten -
given is “doing the right thing or saying the right thing at the right
tizma in the right wey.® Svery missionary is oxpected to be taotful,

as the Sevior !limsclf saids "Bo ye therefore wise us serpants, and harmloss

as dovas, "™ [.non urguos that “the Christian missionary should strive to
posssss a soufﬁd lmo;':ledge of the religlon of those to whom he speaks, and
should approanch them with sympathetio understonding of their intellectual
positicn,"** [id Faul possess this ability? "Paul is 'tho mlasionary*
without ecual breause there was corbined in lﬁm the wisdox of a serpent
and the harmlessness of o dove."™ "o need do no more than examine the
discoursos of Faul himself to perceive how admirably he al:ays spoke

to the occasion, varying his method with the capacity and position of
his auvdicncae.™® Ve shall thorefore take just e fo: oxamples from Paul's
discoursas to point out tho tact he employed in his work.

____ Yhen ¥ Faul stood bafora the Jews in the symagoguas, he dld not burst

* tatt. 10,16,

st § @ny OpPe Oltes Pa 938 :
b a&r. “ilselonsmothoden in Zeltalter der Apostol®, p. 26.
** Taylor, op. oit. pe 1llb.
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forth in violent denunciations of the manner in which tho Jews had
rajooted their Savior. Such action would have closed the doors of
aprroagh to the Jows at once. On the contrary, ke roasoned with them
out of the 0ld Testament 3Jori:tures, which was the proper thing to

do, for they admitted the inspiration and authority of 'l.;he books 'of lioses

and the prophsts. In order to convince any one in an argunent, there

must be a common starting point, end from that admitted bnsis or premise,
the point at iassuc may be discussed. Thus Faul knew that the Jews would
agrae with him on the basis that therm.d Taestament Scriptures wore the

tord of Jed. and from this point, then, he showod J_m.t tho‘ grophets fore=
told tho coming of Christ, and deosoribed the manner of His appearance

and thel?urposo of !is edvont. The next step wms that this Lossiah,

who wag proaised in the Seriptures aocepted by the "men of Isranel, children
of the stoe. of Abrahum" (note the tnoti'uln;as in theso titlos given

to tha Jews, icts 13,16.28.), was the One vho sufforod and rose a.gai!n.
That of course was tha very opposite opirion of the Jows, for they depiocted
the liessiah as o mighty ;:onqueror. iany of ‘!.:ha dawa did not accernt this
to'lohing; but tho point hore is thet Fmul used diplomacy in approaching
this conbral Gospel truth in such a mammer. Had Psul done it differently,
he probably would never have gotten so far as to tell them that Christ was
their Savior. :

Another oxample of Paul's tact wes shown in his oircumcision of Tlmo@.
tihile Paul stressed that cirour.nc!.sion and observance of the old ordinances
were noi nocessary for selvntion, he did in this omse clreumcise Tizothy
for the sake of the Jaws. "Ho took and oiroumoised him because of the
Jews which wére in those quurters; for thoy knew all that his fathsr vas
8 Greck." This was no denial of the truth that circumsision was not
roquired under the Hew Covenant. On the other hand, it is not wrong for
the Jews to practise it for the sake of propristy, as long as they do not

¥ Acts 16.5-
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impose it on othors. Thus Paul was not ylolding any princivle by this -
action, but he was tactfully removinz the prejudicss of the Jews against

Ti:-:sothg, and vas thus ski!lfully opening for him a wider door of useful-
nesa than he could othor:iise hove entaered.

Prul's skill end technique, however, stands out even more :;rominently
when we observe his t:-ot in approaching tho Gentilaa, Hlare the oubate.ndi.ng

a;eanplo is Faul's sarmon on Zars Hill in Athens. Luke tella us that the
spirit of Paul wvaz stirred when he saw how the cit: was wholly ;:i.ve;l. to
idolatry.” #aul certainly would hav-e --;ed poor judgment if he had at
onoca proceoded to denounce this idolotry vith ridiculec or harsh criti-
cism. He= took his cua from the "altar with this inscription, TO THES
URKHOWE GOD. "**  Then ho showed that this vwonderful universe could not
have been made by a god formed with hands and who dwells in a temple
formod with hands. 7Thet ves mn a.pp-aul to the intelligcnce of thase
pHllosophors, ant froxm here Faul led over to repoentance, fActs 1,30, .
and thon dirce:ly to the -resurrootion, Vedle To say that Faul here
triod to convert prilosophers with philosoph& is absurd. %This was just
améhur evidonca of the tuot of the world's greatest missionary. That
Poul's tact did not always win for him many converts is teside the
point, but the fact that he was diplomntic cannot be dfmi.ad.. Tho some
gift of adopting his presentation of the Gospel to the stard-point oc=
oupied by his hocrers is shown in his sermon to the heathen at Lystra.

' He stcod on the ground of what is commonly knowm as “natural rollgion",
and from that reasoned up to “the living God, who made heaven cnd enrth,
and thae sea, and all things that are therein.™® Suroly wisdom and prude
ence in this sermon cannot be donied.

:l.:!m Jeus did not only try to make it diffioult for St. Faul to carry
on his work, but they tried to lay upon the Gentiles the extra yoke of

" * Aots 17,10.
_*'_‘"‘ Acts 17,23.
Acts 14,15..
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the oeremonicl luw. - The Jowish natiomal pride rebelled against the claim
thut the hoathen, too, should have a part in tho hope of Isrmol. That
of coursa, was emburragsing to tho Gontiles, and a hindrance to the spread
of the Gogpel. 7hat vould naturally prejudice the Gentiles against the
temchings of the Christicn religion, Now noctico the tact of 5t, Paul.
Afber trying to convince the Jews of tho fact that circumciasion wmas not
n_nco-a:-.:,ry, he suggests thet thoy go to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders
to sottlio the satler., The matter ls prasonted in Jerusalem, and Faul
brings bzok a lottor which tells the Jows what thoy cannot damand of the
Gentiles, end which tells 'he Jentiles from what they should abstain in
.ordar not to off'ond thoir Jewish brethren.” This saved a "split" in that
conzrag:tion. It -ould bo interesting to speculnte as to Jjust what would
have hip.oned to that congregation and to others where tho same problen
arosae, iff Poul hoad not used such diplomicy ond good judgment in t is nmatter,
It is of the utmost importanco that the miaslonary of today exercise
" $e0%e By this is not meant a sort of.“wishy~-washy" flattery in order
: to gat poople to say "Yea and Amsn” in tume to evary slap on the back,
But it moans 'bha.'l:. tho missionary should be taotiul :in apcroaching those
to whom he brings the mossage of salvation. Hers again many things could
bo montioned in dateil, but sproo docs not permlt. In general, the mis-
sion:ry should adapt his message to tho knowledge ond the neads of his
hearers. 7That of courge, will ‘q_emnd the deapest study of humsn nature,
of gencral literature, z;.nd, above all, of the Vord of God, tut that in
tho ond will by the blessing of tho loly Ghost be most successful in
winning souls for Christ. Tact and di.plomoy of course cannot convert
nmen, It did not convort men Por Pouls But the failure to use tact can
and ofton does unnccogsarily hinder the work of the Eoly Spirit. Tact will
romove many prejudicas ageinst the Gospel, and will opon up new ficlds and
no: opportunities for the Goapel, just as it did for St. Faul.

* Acts 18,1-38.
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CHAFTER VII
PAUL HOT A UHICHIST

%hille Paul wos tactful in 211 his deuling, he was not ono who was
willing %o compromige on all matters. Vhen-it o;um to a guestion of
dootrine, reul absolutoly insisted that the right doctrine ba taught,
and that no conpromise coulid be made 1-;11:.‘*'&139 dootrine,

Whon Paul was in Paphos, ho mat a certain false proph-t theras, who
wanted to hoor the lord of God.” But hore anothor false te cher stoppod
in, ond with the deliberaie purposa of "perverting the right wnys of
tho Lord." iHow aasy it would heve been for Faul to take a sort of
noutrel stend, a middle way, so that it would bs satisfactory to
Serglus Paulus and to Elymas, the sorcerer! How much easier it would
have been for Paul %o say, “We will go togethzr. %ie will tale your fol-
lowers, and I will gathor some others, end have than all coma togethor
in & commmity service. Ilesides, that will help me, becausa I rznt to
preech to as many a3 possible in my lifotine.” But ingtead of that the
apostle took a dofinite stand sgainet this false teacher, and denouncad
hin with the oubiing remark, "0 full of all subtllty ond all mischief;
thou ohild of the devil, thou enomy of all righteousness, wilt thou
not coase to parver: tha right ways of the-Lord?"** ind thot this was
the right stend for Faul to take is scen from the-faoct that the Lord
gave Paul the power to curse tho scroerer with blindness, and Seriius
Panlus wes brought to faith, "being astonished atthe doctrine of tho
Lord."

Thile denouncing false tezchers in no uncertain terms, Faul was not
redionl about it. Vihile Paul did not adopt the Jesuitic prin-iple of
permitsing tho heuthen to kaap their idols just as long as they give them
the right namo, und while ho didn't hesitate to show the folly of wor=
shipping gods that are méde with hands, he was not radical in his opzo=
sitlon to _idolatry. Feul did not go around in Eshesus, ‘destroying and-

® Acts 13,7.
** hots 13,10,
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tearing dowm every immge in his path. The towvn clork of Ephesus told the
modb that hud been gethered by Demotrius, "Ye have brought hither these men,
which ere neithor robbors or churchas nor yet blasphamers of s'our god=
desses.” FPaul fought false dootrine by teacking the true dootrine. But
et the same ti.e, ho made the false toachers fecl that thare was no :
“eorwon faith" tetweon his teaching snd thoirs. They knaw thet Favl did
not tolerate haresy, and that he would not join with them in thoir
worship.

Inucther exauple of Foul's refusal to adopt unioniatic prineiples is
the incidant o_I‘ thae expulsion of the spirit of divination of the demsel
ot Philippi. fThis damsel followed the apostlo end oricd, "Theso men zre
the sorvents of the wost high Jod."® That was the devil testifying for
the sarv nts of Christ as he had formarly done for Christ Hingolf. In
doing this, of course, ‘tho devil .ha.& no purpose but to misleud peonle,
by teaching faolschoodé undor the guiso of truifh. in old comaentutor cays,
"hen the dovil cannot stou or defeat the kingdon of God, ha triaes to
nske oomcon cause with it and so soll it with his £ilth,"® The daevil was
here tompting Fuul %o go together with his forces, thus combining the
w0 groups of followers. That would have beem easy for St. Paul, for
this damsel -uc bringing in much gain for her masters. But the nission-
aury wes bold and uncom;romlsing, Iie wanted no holp from eny other scurce
but that which was in complgta hermony with the spirit o.i‘ God, Faul was
no unionist, und his stand on unionism did not slow up his work, but
rather proved to be a blessing to his work,”*

The influenca of the Jowlsh synagogue has slready been sketched.

Had Paul been a unionist, ho could have taken the attitude that there

is “really no dirforence" in the tonching of the Jews end in the Gospel
which ha wms proclaiming. That of course, would havo xzeant that he could
have largzer audiences to begin with mnd could show 1@&1&0 rosulte.

* Acts 16,17.
* idapted from lloyer, Ope oite., p. 30.
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That polioy too would have shored that there was a "com:zon brotherhood

of man", at least outwerdly. Paul wanted unity, tut ‘not mere outiard
union. He insisted on purity of dootrine, and that 18 vhy he tcok the
bold, wncompromising stand against the Judaistic teachers, not only et
tho ocounoil at Jorusclom, but wherever he came in contact with the te:ch-
ers of worke-righteousness. Vorke-rightoousness.is “he natural religion
of man, and Faul knew thet allli‘alao toschers, nll who depart fron the
clear toachings of Soripture, "sing the same song that man con end mst
do something for his owm salv:tion.® That is why he took such a firm
stand on the trua teachings of the Soripjture.

In gonorzl it is not so hard to take a stand egainst the unionists
of our day, espooially if they are gross pervorters of the truth. But
when o mlssion:iry comes inbo a new field, certain touptations are-pluced
beforo hime Tho ninistorial allienca is usually rendy to extond a help-
ing hand, and uska the guod brother to join mair ranks, Hor is 1-.119 al=--
liance concarned about the dootrines that may be 'lm.ugh'l: in thoir midst.
Or éharu may be a number of prospoots for moumborshi; in-the church, who
are still affiliatoed with the lodge. ilcre of course, the missionary
dare not take a unionistioc stand, although he must bae very- tactful.

He must not bocoze violent or abusive izq;aking his stand against the
falz€ tenchers, but like Pa .l :ust fight the error with truth. Even the
so-called halp which unioni:tio practisos offer must be shunned, for
“$he salvation of souls demands that we oxpose false dooctrinas and apoi.!l.
tho vlans of thosa who corrupt souls; onything outside of that is worthe
leuu: and ev rything opgosed to that is poison.™ The result will be that
the minister, who takes such & stand, will be respected for it, and his
work will beor fruit, just as the work of Faul was not hindored by his

opposition to unionistio practises.

* Hoyer, ope Cite, Pe 23.
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CHAFTIER VIIX
FAUL'S SAINTZEALCE

It may soen strango et rirst that Paul's way of maintaining himgelf \
should have anything to do with his miseionary msthods.  But it is as it
affeocts hia upproach to his hearers that his sustenance is importent end
nust ba treated in considering tho mothods of Paul. This feot is often
overlooked s tnd the “finance" of 5t. Faul's journeys is usually treated
n8 an interesting deteil of ancient history, tut not as though it hod ony=-
thing ©o do with his success'as a premcher of the Gospel.

Poul hlmself does not regerd the matter of his maintenance as a mere

historical faoct, bubt he shows 1ts importance by his romiuﬂar to the elders

‘vhasuss  “I have coveted no mn's silver, or gold, or agparel."™ Hare \

Faul strosses thut it was not his’ purpose to mtke moncy out of tha ministry,

lezot of all to bocome rich. Tho apparel or robing hers refers to the
clothing worn by the wonlthy., Dut more than casting aside all hopes of
becoming weulthy of " of his peoplo, Poul dié not eve.rf:.ak them o support
hin. ®Yoa va yo.rselves know, that these hands have minist red unto oy
nacessitien, ond to thom that were vﬁ.ti*m."" Baing = tontmaker by
trade,* Paul sunported himself and his companions by the work of his
hends. 7his was ro% tho custo: 6f the heathen philosophers and sodthe
sv:-er';x'n, for they collacted iwney from those who heerd them. MNeither

was thot tha systen which the Jews had, for the law of tho Old Testament
provided for thoir priesto.- Poul wanted to avoid any appourance of moneye
meking on his sart. He kmew that the people had been swindled so often
tha’ they would not te go casily persunded to accept his terching, if i
he went about in the sana menner in which the false prophete dide He
wanted to show his heurers that ha wash't bogzing enything of thon, but
that h: was really bringing thon somethings He wished to place the true
roligion on a much higher planc then the worship of hoathen daitles.

-7 Acts 20,60-
s foLs 2&,5’?-
* fots 18,5.
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Thile Paul did not agk aid of his heurers, he did mocept their
kindness and hospitelity. lic qocepted the Iind invitation of Lydia
ard her family to sim.y vith thew* lio vaz received into the home of Jason;
even protected from the mob by him."™ %hon he came to Corinth, he
stayed in the howme of dcuils end Priscilla, who had lately come from
Romes &t 21l of these pluces ho probably recaived his room and board,

porhaps paying for his room and board in Corinth Ly working togather

with Aquila, who wus clgo a tontmaker by trade. In this.connection

Dallmonn adds an interesting note, whon he says: "Peul made tents only
N

to moot expenses. His real trade wes the preaching of the Gosm{f

\ By this policy of not asking tuhe churches to.pay him for his work, Paul

vng not setiing up o law that no missionaries or pastors should receive
support, or that Christinns should not contribute to the kingdom of God,
for in his lotters i'nul emphasigzes the duty of Christian giving. And’
much of this is conteined in his admonition to the Ephesian clders,
whou he rominded thems "I have shewed you all things, how that so laboring
ya ought to support tha wonk, and to remembor the words of tho Lord
Jdesus, how he said, It is mora blessed to give then to rececive,”s*

Bub the point here is that Paul did not want to burden his disciples

in tho beginning with his maintenanca, and did not want to hinder the
spread of tha Gospel by following « practise that hed been atused by
false teachers.

%e can hore leurn severzl lessons frou St. Faule ¥e noto here
that Paul was not in the niniatry for money, and his people also krew ‘
thate In the same vay, he who onters tha mi;listry for money, 13 1n
the wrong position. "Solf-seckers disgrace the holy office; clerical
speoulutors disgrace it still more; biddors for *fat" oalls and all who
com:oroinlize thoir office are an abomination to the Lord."™® If a man

* rota 16,15, as Agts 17,5ff.
= Ope citey Pe 149,

-:‘ Acts 30,35.
¢ Lonski, Comnentary on Acts, sub. 20,33.
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is covetous of wealth while _ha is a sh;phord of couls, he will bocome
¢ hindrance to tho spresd of the Gospel, for his paople will soon find
out thnt he is ourthly-ninded and not heavenly-ninded, and will not come
‘o gat the food for thoir souls whioh they desire. .

Vhon Paul wrought with his hands, hs was not tharoby satting up
an example for nll other zissionaries to follow. [is wms a peoulier -
situation. From othor passeges in Seripture we know that they which
labor in the Gospel should live of the Gospel.® Under present conditions
the misgionary in u new fielé should bte supported by the church at large,
until the mombars of the new field have been instructed end huve ox-
paerionced the love of God, which will urge them to give to the Church.
On tho other hand, too mmny mission congregstions take adventage of
thet favor. Thoy feel that thoy will get "support” us long as they can
got it, and as much us thay can get. As soon s the congregantion ls
astablished, they should contribute to tho vorl: of the kingdom at large,
es will be polnted cut In part two.
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CHAPTER IX
PAUL HOT DEPRUDENT OH 2ARTHLY H:LP

It would bo an interesting spoculction as to what would have happen=
od if rPoul would have had the same idea of Church and State which Celvin
had. (n the contrary, Prul did not ack for and did not onlist the nelp
ol the governuent or any othor ourtihly powor, in spite of the fuct that
hoe wug before rulars on agver:l occasions,

Paul wns brought before Gallio, the deputy of Achaia, and was accused
of herssy. (Gallio, however, sent the accusers awny, telling then that such
mattors did not bolong in his court. From this inoident we ocon gather
that if Faul had lived today, with the same chance to coze into contact
with the . wornment, he would not have esked the government to pass
“unday logislation, wnti-liguor laws, etcs “How it zust dispust soxze
Gedorn proachers to roand this storyl® Gallio did his duty, wnlch was
2ll that Paul expectod. But those modern preachers would say that Sal=
1io did not do his cuty, but that he should have decided in this
motier, and should h-ve supported the causa of the church, Gellio's
decision here wais right, vwhen he said, "If it worc a matter of wrong or
wicked lewdness, O yo Jows, reason would that I bear with you; tut if it
bo o question of worcs und names and of your law, look yo to it; for I
will be no judge of such mattors."® (uestions of religion do not telong
‘in the governmnt of the state. The state should not to concarned
about rol’ gious mutiers, enc should not even decide on thenm when such
mat:ors are brought to their courts. ZThe church should be well satis-
fied that tho governuent rays no head at all to its affairs. It should

.ot axgact the state to furth:r and favor the pire dootrine and to punish
or prohibit false dotbrine and worshipe That is tho church's busineas.

This we do expeot of the governmont-=that it protect tho church
ard its mexmbers from injustica just as it doos all othor good cltizanse
Paul aloo appealed to tho state for protootion on the basis of his Roman

® lcts 18, 14.15.




T "‘Tﬂm

2.

cltlzenship. “hen Paul asked the questionm, "Is it lewful for you %o
scourge o mon that is o Roman, and uncondermed?", the conturion promptly
tried %o gebt out of tho "moss" by turning Faul over to Claudius, for he
knewr that it was o capit:zl orize to abuse to such a degree a man who

hod his Ruman citizenship. %hon .’1.1'.‘.-.1.-.;: raportod to Faoul by his nephew

tha% e conspiracy hod bean formed to kill Paul, he rishtly used his zrivilege

of sppoaling o his guards for protection. In tho sama wey, "5t is the
govornaant's duty to protect us in the exereise of our rights; ond if
v ere hindered in these rights, we may domond such protecticn. fven
then it ls not alwnys expodient %o do so; sometizes it is better o
suffer injustice than to toke recourss to force, ns the cxamplo of Ste
Jeul also shows. But thot we have tho right to call for that protection
is esgtablished. <hat, however, is thae only ousc in which wo make use
of the govarnment in offairs of the Chureh."”

" Adapted from Hoyer, oOpe oite, pe 34-56.




PART TWO
ESTABLISHING THE CHURCHES

“hile Paul wes essontially o trovelling nigsionary rmoreso than a
pastor with o long pastorate, yob it cannot be said that ho did not
L£iraly estebligh the churches before he moved on in kis journoys. It
is true thet the Book of Acta stresses the journeys more than his work
of eonfirming the churches, yet there are o nuzber of poszsges in dcts
thet alve us dofinite informetion on Pavl's method of cstoblishinz the

churchas,.
CHAPTER X

THOROUGE IEDCCTRIZATION

Foul vas o busy man. lie wented to push I‘omrd to br.ng as Tany
peonle to the knowledga of the truth as possible. Yot he did not let
this endeavor to oconvert as many peoplo n;: possible crowd out ancther
important part of ull mission work, the indoctrination of those in the
church. Iic racognized the neauasi‘c:} of pleanting churchas, not merely
of starting missions, md thlcxi confirming those churches, that they
might not only te strong in their .i"ai.th, ‘ut that they mé;h‘-: teach othors
tlso. “or thet resson “Faul ond Rarnabes continuod in intioch, teaoching
and praaching the word of the Lord, with muny others also."® At Corinth,
the cu.pi.'!':ul of vice end ghame, Luko reminds us, "he continued thore a yoor
and gix months, toaching the '.:or:i of God emong them.” Paul himself reminds
the olders nt lphosus that he had taught thon publicly and from house to
house, and while ha vas there, "I hava not shqr.r;od to declare unto you 3
ell the counsol of God."™* | %hile at Corinth ond Ephesus Paul instructed
4cuila and Priscilla so vell that they could later on inatruct the . -
cloquont Apollos. Vhon Paul was at Rome, in the custody of the koman
governmant, he "dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, ard re-
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® Acts 15,55,
*¥ Acts 20,20.27.




coived all thot oxme in unto him, pronching the kingdon of God and teache
ing those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with oll confidonce,

no man forbidding him."™ It io interasting to rote also in these same
passefos so ething thut has been discusced in foregoing chaptersc. The
oities in wich Paul rempined the lo-gest ara thoso which are strazesically
loosated, from which the church could branch out. In addition Paul
used the only corroct meuns of indoctrinating his ncoples “Tezching
thoso things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ.™ This hos been -
disoussed fully under the division "Paul Used Only Correct :';e«:-.:_m_." Then
the fact that Luke mentions as somathing noble end praiseworthy the actiom
of tha Christians ot Berea, who "scerohed the Seriytures éeily, whether
thosa things were so0,”*® shows that the Apostle Paul endenvored o build
un o church-membership wall E;rounded. in Serizture. He ves not the modernm
ty2e of roviwalist preacher, who sweys the audlence either by cloguonse
or oratoricel tricks, g;;o#a thqm to consent to what he says, pascibly
even succecds in getting large numbers to confoss Lhrist, whethor they
know whot such conf'ession means or not, and then forzets about thelr
growbh in spiritoul things, but ho wanted his converts to be able %o give
tho renson for the hope that i1s in them. That Faul renlly taught his
peopla, =nd taught them thoroughly is seon froa “the fact that his let-
tors tuke a good Soriptura Imowledge und fulnass for granted.™ Such
touching could, of course, not be completed in tho shcrt time whioh Faul
allotted to the various placoes, but Paul hed as:istants to help hin
do this work. PFaul's helpars will be discussed in e later chapter.

"fia may note that alter he had preachad from oity to city and many
hed receivod the Gospel, ho did not leave thom wholly to thensclves,
but ha retraced his steps, re~visiting the scomes of his labor, ‘con-
firzing the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the
£:ithe""** ppyul did not consider his duty fulfilled whon ho had preached

L Acts 28,30'31-

** Acts 17,11, .

* Riohter, "Die Briofe 5t. Fouli als missionarlsche Sendsohreibon,” P. 69.
** Howe, “A Brief lHistory of iiissions", p. 20.




to the people, but he recognized the necessity and bonefits of follow=
up» work, end for that reacon “Paul said unto ilarnabas, 1ot us zo agein
and visit our brethran in every oity whore we have preschad the word of
tha Lord, and sec how they do."™ . “"ind he went through Syria and Cilicla
coﬁﬂr:ﬁ.: 7 tha churches.™® Later we aro told that "after he had spent
somo tiue therae, .he deparsed, and went over #11 the country of Galatia

ard Phrygio in order, strengthoning all tho churches.™ OF theso second

visits Lonski soys, "On this second visit he egain confirmed the disciples. |
Hle viawed the progr-ss thut had becn made, and his one aln was to make

them a5 firm ond s0lid as poasible in the faith thoy hed raceived. His

second visit must have baon even more delightful thon his first. Lat us

nota that no defection from the Gospsl wms evident to faul on this socond
visit.™* 9aylor deseribes the purpose of this follow-up work in the

following nonnor: ¥

%The confirmation hore gnoken of was not a form et all, but rather
the impariation of instruotion by which the souls of .he Gelisev:ra were
gtrongthonad. Truth is the progor nutrinent of the: soul, and intel=
ligence givos stability to piety; tharefora, that thay might establish
these youns converts in the faith, Paul anéd Bernabas led them up froa
the sluplor eloments of the Gospel to its more im.ortant dootrines.

This vas a perfectly notursl, and at the sumo time a pro-eminently
wiso prococading on the part of the arostles. fThese disciplaes had just
come out of henthonism. Thoy had as yat orly a slisht acquaintance -
with tha truths of tho Jospel. <hey had not recoived, inde:d there was
not yat in existence, uny written Gospel or epistla like those which
noW fora tha Hew Icstament, by the study of which they might 'grow in
gruce, ond in the knowled e of our Lord snd Savior, Jesus Christ.!

They wrero, bosides, surrounded by advarsarics who could both sneer
at ondé ar;ue ageinst thelr new Lelief, and therefore it was of the greot-
ast duporsance that they should be able 'to give an answer to every man
that asked thea 2 reagon for. the hope that is in them, with mookness
aud foaret Thoy wished to mmke them not only vhristians, but also in=-
tollizent Christians; and we mey ba profitably instruoted by their
exampla., Qur busineas with & soul is not ended whon it is convorted
by lod's gracee i@ have then to confirm it by teaching, and establish -
it by traininge Iow ull this is to be securad, not by pompous ritualisa
in worship, or brief ross-vater sormonottes in tha pulplt, but by,
solid, substantial, snd systomatio instruction out of this Booke This
is the second great aim of the Christian minister; and in the pro-
portion in which it is negleoted by those who occu;t the pulpit, or
glizhted by thoss who aceupy the pews, the lifa and strenjzth will de=-
part out of our churches.™

--T----.--

* Acta 15,30. *% Acts 15,41.

* Acts 18,23.

** Lenski, "Commentary on Acta”, sub 0. 18,23,
¢ Taylor, op. cit., p. 13af,
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From this practise of 5%, Feul of confirming tho churches snd thoir
individual nmombers by thorough indoetrination, it is evident that our
Luth ren practise is not only corrsect, but that it 1+wo wathod used
by the zreatest migsionary that the world has over kn.vme. Feople sone=
tines feel that our Luthir:n method of instruction befora rocaption into
nuidborship is o hindrausce to our mission work, and that it cauczes peo*ole
to Rositoto to join the church. If this indoctrinution is done in the
wron - wiay, it can of course, kesp psople awuy, and porheps even drive some-
nray who are mombers, but if done correctly, it will ot only confirm
She members whieh we huve, but will urgze those mambers to do more for
the bullding of ths kingdom of Chri:st, and they themselves will be of, i
gre .'h hol: %o the misslonary in bringing others to Chriast,

Furthermore, lollowing the oxample of the Christians at Beres, our

Chrizti n pooplae should ba laed to seuzroh the Soriptur~sa deily oand dilie

gentlys first, of courss, for their own edification, for the strengthening
of l;h-n.i.r ovm f'aith, but &lso to tast tho proachisg of their pastors
wimbhar what they teuch is truthe %ihon they then find by their omm
searching th ¢ whay they hear avery Sundsy is truth, that will build
up a strong church, built not on human word, not on raspect for c mam,
but on the rock of the divine ilord, so that it will stamd da-syito
storm and ill weathere®" Uhile it is true that paople should have.the
highast regard for their pastor, they should not simply accept his praache-
ing as {ruth becauwse he says 3o, 'cut they should ascertain this by
dalving i.nto the Scriptures thomselwves. Suoh Bible=reading Christians
will then ba atlo to sive the reuson vhy t}{ay accept the Lutheran texch=
ing as the true ong, and that rouson oan cume {ron tha only truec source,
the Bible., Uhon such Christians approach oth?rs in the offort to induce
them %o coma to church, they can give thoir reusons from the Bible, and not
from other books, which, though good, are not recognized as the Eible

is rocognized.

* iloyer, ope Oite, Pe SUs



CHAPZAR 1X
UETHOD OF PREACKHING

Unfortunntoly, the Hoclk of Acts docs not give us imech inforaation
on Faul's methed of proaching, cxeept that which his teon mentioned in'
i‘om;;a;ng-; chopters. te do know that he cecomplished wonderful rezults
with kis strict wcheronce %o the Gospol of tha grace of God, but whother
Poul wns en clocuent mzan or not, whether he-hnd a powsrful, rsscnant voice
or 1;.0".;, whothor ha used gesturcc freely or not, whether he appenled mora
Go the intellsct thin o the emctions-~such-questions we cannot answer
definitoly fromtha ook of Acts.

Thare urs, howover, severzl allusions %o tho pro:.ch;.ng; of Yaul, from
which we cun druw cer ain conclusicns, Paul wes evidently a nore force=
£u1 preacher than farnnbas, for we are told that at Lystra “they culled
farnabas, Jupiter, and Faul, .ercurius, because he was the chiof spoakare™®
He wvms evidontly one who could present his subject-matter in o wvery
interesting manner, for when he preached irn the synagogue on the first
Gabtath in Antioch, “thae Geniiles besought that these rords might te
pra-chod %¢ Ghox the noxb Sabtath."? "ind the noxt Sabiath day cume
aluost the whole ciky 'i'.og-eti-.cr to hear the liord of Jod.™ For o stranger
to come to a towm and drew such a crowd in such a short tize connot mean
anything olse execept that the mescaze was co convinoing and co powerful
thut people were ea sr %o heer it. Poul must have boen able to present
his negsage in such a clear, logicul, and forceful mannor, that the
truth of his messaje could not be denied, or even ar ued against vAth
any degree of succeas, for shortly aftor his conversion he "inoreased
the .more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwolt ab L‘amgoua,
proving that this is very Christ.™* %he two reforences to Paul bockon=

ing with his hend are prob:bly not proofs thet Paul uscd many gestures,
* hots 14,12, % pots 13,42,
* Acts 13,44, "~ ** jots 9,22.-
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but marely that Poul raised his hand in a gesture to quiat the audience
for thoir attention.

Rofarring to -aul's presontation of the Jospel, 'fo.ylor ably dasoribes
thae gucces: of ?uulu. lie shows that Pauvl did not simcly "rehash tho same
old Sruth,” bub shat he presonted the suma gloric;u truth in varied and
interasting ways. He says:

%I place in the fore-front his roferences to tho cheracter of his
tenchings. rhoy are such as theses "I have gono among you praaching the
kingdoa ol dod3" Fi huve taught you publicly, testifying to the Jews
anG also to the vreaels, ropentance toward God end faith toward our Lord
Josus Shrist." and in spraking of the groant design of his ninistry,
he sums it up as consisting in this: ~ "To testify tha Gospel of the grace
of God." ‘Thus ha declarsd the good news of Yod's love as rightcous=
ly shovm to sincners through the Lord Jasus Vhrist; he proclaineé that
men should ch nge their minds towerd God, and in ordor %o move thom to
that, he sat boefore them the evidenca of God's love to them, in the
§ifs of his Son for thoir salwution. In this way, by bringing thom to
feith toward our Lord Jasus Vhrist, he led them also to repentsnce -
Goward dod, and when thoy thus returned to hia he taught them that they
entored into that kingdo: of rightecusness and peacs end joy in the
doly Ghost. <thuse wora the {ruths, the presching of which, buoing ac=
cononniod by the demonstration of the Spirit and of povior, offacted
such results that sorcercrs burnt their books of magic, und ronounced
tholr daads of daceit; and gnve such & blow to idolatry aa filled
venobtrins end his craftamen with alerm. I 'do not mean to nllege, ine
daod, that for thrac years his discourses waere nothing but a continuous
rapetlcion of tho fucl that salvtion comes to mon through faith in .
¥im who hath redesned us with his precious blood, but rather that he
gsought always to unfold the principles which underlie the Cross.of
vhrist, and to apply thom to the circumstances of his hearsrs. iHe did
not rastrict himsel{ to coriuin conventional forms of spcech, or ring
%he changes on come recognized formlac of dootrine; tut whatever
he touched, he touched with tho Cross, and so connected it with Him
who ¢ied thorecn, &s to bring his love as a consbraining sctive, olither
for its repudiation as dighonoring to hia, or for its observance
o8 vending to is glory., Thus the doctrinal and the practioal vers
insegarably intorulondad; and the Christ whoa he preachad wes tho Life
ana the Light of nene™®

ibilo this swmmry also takes into account the letters of raul, it doas
not zo beyond the imcression gained from reading the sormons recorded in
tho Hook of ious.

hen Faul came to o city, he did not set up new preaching pluces,

23 the modern raviwlists are wont to do, but he usad the ragular syna=

~ozuo method of prenching, unless ha was forced to resort to other rlaces

® PTavlor, ope clte, De 3268,
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by the stubbornness of the Jews. And in the synagogua, Faul usod the
usual synagogue method of prosching. Lenski describes the synazozue
proanching in tho i‘oll:min;;. mannar:

fiach synugogua had i%s munagera, callod 'eldors,' or as horae
'synongogue rulers,' with one man acting as chairmen or heat of the
othora. 111 tha gynuzogua's affnirs weore in the hands of the rulors.
Since pastors wore unknown, the rulers mammged the services, so that
tha lessons wera road, the orayers and the rosponses wordrocitsd and
nocogsury business attended to. Uhenever possible, however, competent
rabbis are asked to addrass tha poople. 7This was dono by requast or
parmissior. of tho rularse. :ilen of the neczssary sohooling and ability
Vare nov nunerous, wnd happonsd along as visitors oaly occasicnallye
whon thus Faul, the fumous pupil of Wamaliel from Jarusalam, and
Barnubas, o Lovite and resident of Jarusalem, apssared in Fisldian .
sintioch, the clders even sent the 'chazzan' or synagogus clerk to the
reur shiere they were sitiing and invited thenm %o coma forward and
aidrass a worl to the poople. i his was in regular order, could not be
aud ovory Sub ath, und vas approciated the more on that account.

Lhis ocourred after tho rogular part of the service had bhean fin-
ighad, the main {esalure of which Lulie mentions, namely the roeding
of the Law (Thorah, Pentateuoh) and of the Prophets ( e term including
tho hlgtorical bocks fron Jashua o ¥ingsj. The Pentatcuch was divided
into 54 lessons cnlled parnshos, 54 so as to suffi-e also for the
Jdoish loap your, the Frophets into 52 haphtaras; one of which vas
read oach .imbiathe Ihase two looctions were in themselves a {air sized
gornon, ¥

ihan the visiting rabbi was .callad on to.speak, it did not necassarily
mesn Lhat ha w.s %o give n exposition on the lociion resd for thut
daye. Ilo oould take a portion of it if ha '.'.i.ahed,-or even only ona v:rse
or owd, and enlarze on thet. The address would be guite informal, at,
loust in ;mo=t cases. It was this opportunily which tho missioneries
desired and uscd. "Bub the .dssionary never felt himself bound to the
Bynuz;0zuc. In some citios he wus oast out of the synagozues by the Jews,
but this fact did not wrovent him from preaching. e 'iza.ught and orenched
in priwvate houce, in schools, in temple courts, on the straet, on ship=-
bourd, on river baniks, on tha highwuys, and whatsoover place the oppor-
tunity was affordsd hime %"* 1n such pleces Paul adapted his mothod of
praeaching to the circungtances and to his heurors. ;

lie can ugein leurn & losson from 'bhé-npoatlo Faul. It of'ten happens

* Lenalki, “Com.entary on icts", sube 15,15, _
s Synodiecal Report, Oraegon, znd Vashington Diste, 1933, p. 1.



that when » young niniator com:s to an established congrogation that he
at onco procceds to “reforn" the place. He tries to bring about a sud=
den change in the order of sorvice, introducss new ideas at onca, cte.
fhis is not u good policy, nor vas such m policy followed by fuul., Fe
wdapied hiuself Uo the conGitions, and that is what we should do. If
chanjeg are necess ry or desirabla, o should go slow with them, and
instruet the poopla Tirate

lio doubt she feeliny comar to meny a pagtor, o8;ccislly to those who
huve GLeon in She minlistry for gquite some tine, that Lthe good old Gospel
truths ara getiing stule, It nay be true thnt th_c_::,- are getiing nonoto=-
aous, but that is not the £+ ult of the (rospel, tut in the mannar in
wibich {1: is presentec. Yaul sluays gre.-cha'd easentially the cmume truth,
but he varie. his opprosch, his presen ation, and his application in auch
a way tha. hic preaching wes lively and inbeorsstinge In the some way
the modern pastor cun by diligent study of the Bible and of the :meda.
of the pecple mmite his gsercons so intoresting that the mombsrs and
visitorg will w.nt Yo hoor the pastor. "is ist kein Ding, das dio Leute
mehr bei deor Kirche behuelt donn dic gute Predigte.” The souis of zen .
thiret for the living water of lif-, snd the minister must give then -
to drink, =nd he must give them to drink in such a mannor that it

sabisfiage.




5l.
CHAPIER IIX
PAUL'S USE OF HELPERS
48 the wwuri: of Fsul incressod and the duties bocume rmore numerous, ,\
he fourd it necessary to appoi:t holpers to holp hin o rry out the
works 4his wes not only due to the fact that Faul had to travel on to ,
other places, bub the individusl cd’ngremtionn beceme so large, and the
work in these congregations became so great that helpers wo:o meededs
Frobably another rcason vhy Fuul chose helpers wme to got the menbors
of the churches, including the leaders in the churches, interasted in
Shoe work themselv se If ke had dono all of tho work hinself, thoy would
hnve gotten to the point where they would depend on hin for every-
thing. inul knew thnt one of the guickast and surest ways to get people
interested in the work of the church is to give thenm something to do.
“hile not nll of the holpers which Paul used are listed in the
Book of icts, a large nuiber of them together with their qualitics end
char:cteristies, ore named. Frobably the outstanding holper of Taul wss
Harnabas, “a good :xn, und full of the tioly Ghoat ond ol faith."® Ye
was & Cyprinn, and .as cvidently consider:d a man of good judgment,
cepeble, nnd trustworihy, oth:rwise the congregntion at Jerusalem would
not have enbrustod him with visiting the church at Antioch. XHe acscomp=
eniod aul csyacially on his early ,ourneys. Tlaothy, anothor assistant
of reul, wns the son of a dJewess, which bclioved, tut his fethor ‘m a
Greeks”™ ile vms & young man, “which wus woll reported of by the brethrea
that wer: at Lystra «nd Xconium,™™ and to have a good reputation from
two citiss like that ameant something, Fo doubt Paul recognized the
good th.«li\".iea in the young zan, snd therefore uged him very much, as

a nunber of pagsages in Acth show. Luke, tha writer of tho Book of iots
and also of tha third Gospol, accompanicd Paul after Paul's oall to

sagodonin, and it is ho who gives the interasting account of the work

® Aotz 11,2z,
:" Aots 1G,1.
* Acts 16,2.



of’ the apostle, Aquila and Friscilla were active laymen in the congre=-
j2tions of Paule They had come from Roma, when Claudius expalled the
Jeuis fron that city, then halped Paul in Corinth and at ©phesus. Silas,
Apollos, frastus, dnius, and Arisdarehus wers eidos of Feul, of whon we
are vob told so mush. Jmong the teachars and prophets -t Antioch we
find Simaon, Luecius, and .z‘men.." Than, not to be forgotten are tho olders
which Faul orisined in l:!u': various churches. Thero was & plurality of
aldors in ovory church, for “thoy ordained alders in evary church,® and
faul "sent for the elders of the church™® at Sphssus.
in rog rd to The dutias of the various assistants, 2ahn statess
.“E’v.ul end his halpers éid not divida the work in any cortain may,

so t:uat ono should take one towm and the other cnother torn, nor did

thaoy divide tham so thei Poter or Harnabas would pranch to thao Jews

and Foul ©o the heathen, but they went about thoir work in such a tay,

that, in the baat sensa of tho term, ench one went his own rmy, as

long as he did not interfare with the field of the othor porson. Hot

an outer working tozethor, but & aonsciousness of the unity of faith

and the exercise of Christisn lovs were %o urotect the oncnesa of the

church ond the foruurd povensnt of their nissions,"r
Of thesa helpers of Paul, o largze nunmber is designatod by tha torm
eldarsg” which i3 n tera donoting the office of a minister or pastor.
fhat Ghis is the .euning of the term is shom by the fact that fzul, in
his inssruchions Ho tho elders ot Zphesus, told thom, “Tale haod therefore
unto yourselves, and to 21l the flock, ovor the which the lioly Gnost
haki made you o7 rse-rs, Lo fecd the church of doti, which he hath pur-
ghas d with his own bloode For I know this, that after my dasarting, shall
grievous wolves snber in among you, not sparing the floek."** Thase in=
struotion: includa =ll tha work of a Christisn pastore Taylor s tates
that the teram "presbyteros” remlly rofors to tho ago or sonlority of the
parson, while "eplscopos® rofsrs chiofly to the duties of overseer. Iowe

ev:r, one and Yhe smug offica is denoted by the two words, olders and

bishopse® In this sama cless we night also include Synson, Luoius, and

® dots 15,le *2 Aots 20,17.
* “jissionsmethoden in Zeitulter der Apostel®, ne 30f.
+4 jots 20,281, € op. 0ile, pe 140,




llonaen, although they wore not overseers. "Theso wen served tha congro-
gotion in the rogular manner. 'Frophots and teachers' thus go tozothers
nan who thorouszhly undorstund %he tord and at tho same tima aras able to.
tauch it Lo otharg,™

The dubles of John Zark are outlined ty Farlor ns followss

"The two friends took with them John, surnamed Hark, the nophew of
Barnabas, and the author of the second Gospol. He is stylaod in the nar=
rativa "Gholr ninister™; but it is iapossible to daterzine with pro-
elslon ths kind of asrvics which ho was expectod to rondsr them. Soma
supposa that he .aws siaply o porsonsl attendant, as Elisha was upon
slijeh, or Gehazi upon #lishn, Others balieve that he was an nasiste
und in thoir public dutiose--such as preaching and the adninistration
oi' bu_ ticms Yo mo 1t seoms probuble that, as he s, in soze sort,
tha pregursor of Timothy, the miniatry of llark was of a aziritual rather
then & porsonal kind, end that he was useful in brirging peopla into
contact with his concanlions; in sup-lomanting thoir public izgtructions
Dy private coaversations; and in helping in the orzanizing of churchas
in the difforent places which were visited.™™™

Prom Foults experience with Jarl: wa learn that Paul insisted that his

[}

:lnerg be £aithful. After. the councl) at deruselem, Faul wanisd to

'J'i

i% the brethran in evory eity whoro they had preached the Goscpel.

(<]

Hernobas wanted nrk to accompuny thene Hut to this Faul would not
sonsents On o formar occasion iark hud disappointeé his axpectations.
fla had put hic hand o the plow and looked baok; and thaorefore Faul
would not trust him ajain, He did not foriid hia to work, but he did
nobt wand him wader his auspicas, Thare was enough to contend with

‘n the difficultics wad dangers vwhich v.'nre-oonneetud with a trip

as thay proposad, without, burdening themsclvas with tho care and

worry of o %imid end unreliable companions for that roason Paul's de-
oision vma thut iark should be left behind. - Hor did Faul yicld in his
insistenca that bis comsunions be falthful, for this incident caused
the parting of tho two close friends, Faul and Barnabas. Later, however,
whon lark proved hinzgelfl, Paul gladly reoeived hin into his cone

pany again. ~saul vut aside everything for Christ, and ho expectod his
compzanions ‘i:olio the sama.

® Lenskl, "Comuontary on Acts®, sub li,l..
*% Opa 0ites Pe T7e
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Timothy, ns statod ubeve, *as well ragorted of arons the brathren

at Lystra =nd jeoniume Nim Paul desired to ta e with hin. Timothy
hod baon ronred mostly by his mother and grandmothor, as we lecrn from -
oshar sourcos cubside of the Buok of 4cts, For that raason he had some=-
what of a fominine delictoye Ho lacked tho stern and robust rug:ciness
of --=.'-.u1 of' farsuse. -"lits nature was emoticnal rathor than intollectual;
and, far .“?:'!-‘O:i baing ot howe in such exciting sconus as those in which
Paul go conspicuously s:‘:om-a, he courtad ratiremont, and sought to kecp
hi solf froa the antugonism of c;tharn.“" But probubly it was this very
Gigsinilur ..J to hi selfl that abiracted Javl to hime zul 2o Goubt j‘.'elt
that !imothy would posssss the vory qualities in which he hinself wms
dafective. Inul used hiw in various capacities. He sont hin with “rastus
40 lacnionin, wiile Iaul tarricd at Ephesus. Again, when Feul was ab
ithens, he o =iously tuwaitod the srrival of Silas and Timothy from
“acatoniv.  vidontly Timothy wes a very valunble assistant to raul.
nd that iz why Pavrd vus alweys so anzious to huve Timothy with hide

: incinsorcsting note cencerning Apollos and his instructors, dquila
and Priscilla ia ;iven us in .iots 1U,2407, Apollos was & Jew, born
in Aleoxendria, - oity well-lnowm for its learning in that ‘age. iic tre
told of him hat he was “an eloguant mon, and mighty in the Scriptures.
ihis .-u-::‘w:.s ingbructoed in the way of the Lord; and boing fervent in
the spirit, ho spuiza anc teught diligontly the thizgs of the Lord.™
Soamingzly thare wes hore & zen who hod all of the qualifications that
one could wish for, but ihore was onc sad lack in this man, he kasw
only the baptisn of Johm, llere is whers two prominent laynen of 5t. Faul

-

step to tha front. After hearing hin in the synagogue, and noticing
that he wes on the wrong track, they expounded him the way of Yod
morg_psriectly. Tho luymun corrects tho pastors What do ‘e learn

. Taylor, Ope Gltey, Pe 107.




from this story concerning Paul? First of all, we sce that his holpers
wors well traoinod. Apollos ins a well-trained spenker., But on the .
other hand, he had to be corrected by Aquile znd Prisoillas, which shows
that evon the laymen in Faul's congregation, at least the leaders

among then, wmere well-versed in Soripture. And then, when Apollos was
ready to go to Achaim, the brethrqn wrote ahoud, urglng the disciplas in
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fichajia to receiva Apollos, vho when he went there, holped them rmch
which h:d believad through grace.

.

Two other com anions of Paul, not yet montioned, and of whon we know
very little, wore Guius and Aristarchus. tie nre told that they were
travel-compenions of Paul, *hat _robally means that they went along

with Faul whorover ho wont, and wore not left at any plm by thensclves
%o carry on work as othors wore. It vas their duty to takc care of the
physienl ncads of the tri.s of Prul, end more than likely to help in
vintevor capacity their service would be needed in the work of Paul.

In our modern churches congregationul life has become very compli=
cated in mony cuses, 7Thore are not only several scrnons to rrench vnaqk-
ly snd a large nuanber of pastoral oalls to make, but there arc many
organizations that t:ke up much of the pastor's tize. Thon meny eonsz_'--
gations exuect their pastor to ‘e everything from pastor to janitor.

A1l tha odé jobe :ra the work of tho pastor, but his rewl vork is aission-

woriz, ~nd anything that dotracts from that work should not be donme by

e T N
.

the ministere. He should do as Paul wisely did, turn such dutics over to
tho laymen. :any a leymon would ba proud to be given some work to do,
Aind many a postor can testify to the fuot that those laymen who are given
sozothing to do are the most interested in the work of the Church. A
suocessful pastor in a westorn oity, whose %elthor League is one of the
most active leaguas in the state, onte guve an address to a gathering of

young ncople. iis tozic was: “Use or lose me," There is zuch truth




in thot triof ot:temont. 4And when wo use tho help of assistants, we should
insist that they be fnithful, rogardless of what capacity they are filling.
Train_ng the heljers, especially tha Sunday School teachers, 31l not be
without rovnrd. Using such fulthful, trained assistants, out of the ranks
of the cougr:gntion, o that they fe-l a certain responsibilit; over against
the congregntion, =ill always bear fruit,

a!:mg the application to foreipgn missions, ws aga.n loarn & losson
from the apostle. He ordained elders and chose helpara from the ranks
of the congregntion. Tnhis made the mambers of the church fael a sense
of responsivllity over against these men, und avolded tho feeling that
somo foreigner is trying to foree somothinz on the congregztiom. The
same holds true of our foreign fielda., '@ should train native men, men
who understund thelr people and thelr customs, not only that they might
open the door for greutor opportunitiaes for us, but also to urge the
oongregation to stand on its oun feet. If & congragation has bean -
absolutely dopendent on the rdgsion:ry for & numbar of yeurs, then it -
+ill soon becomo "spoiled® and will be helpless if the nmisslonary is
forced %o leave for soms rounson or other. lio should train the oon=
varts, so thet the work onn be entrusted to them, if not entirely,

then at leonst in part,.




87.
CHAPTER IV
CHRISTIAH LIFE AS A sTHOD

In his sormon on tho mount, Jesus said, “Let your 1light 50 shine before
nen, that they may see your go:d works, and glorify your Fathor which is
in heaven."® Tilth these words Christ reminds us th t olso our Christian
life, snd not only our preaching, is a method of doing mission worke
Thls truth wos also recognized by Paul, who preached that thera must
be o pura Christiocn life, and viho set a good ezample in this rospect himself.

Vhen Paul want about the various cities pronching the Gospel, he did not
only desiro that tho people hear his mess:ga, but he wanted them to be
porsuadad and then to make a definite confessi: n, eithor for or against
Christ. The rojcotion of his mescage by the Jaws in mun cases ond the
' moceptance of it in other instances ere ample proof for :ha foct that
Paul prassod for a deoision oither ome vay or tho other. Tho result _
was ¢h € those who accoptod eul's message begen to lead different lives,
livas so differont that they bogan to be noticed by stherse. . That is :
why believors ut /intioch were regarded as a pecullur peorle, who
lad peculicr lives, und for that reus:n thoy were given the name "Christ-
ian".** At Philippi Paul preached that a Christian life muct be observed,
f!nt a Christian rmst devote his entire life to the servics of ti:e King of
kings. 'This vas nisundorstood by the rmstors of tho maid who possossed
the spirit of divination, and they int-rpreted it as teaching "oustous
which ure not luwful for us to receivs, neither to observe, being Romans."®
Hotico herc that the complaint is not so much to the trutih which rFaul :
tought, but to the oustoms, in othor words, to the Christian life which
the apotle urged and domanded. Again, in his defense btefore Agrippa,
Paul himsalf statad that he "shewod £irst unto then of Lamnscus, ond at
Jerusalom, nnd throughout all tho coasts of Judea, and then to the Gen-
tilea, thut chey should repent und turn to God, and do works meet for
repontunce."** Paul wanted his orm people and others also to observe that

tho Christian religion demnds a change of heart, und a chenge of life.

# datt. 5,16. * Acts 16,21.
*% sota 11.2&. 4% Acts 36,3).




That ho succoeded in convinecing his hoarers of the i:ortance of the
Christian 1ife is plainly avident from the action of the Christians
at ¥phasus, those vho hud boen former sorcerers. they bronght their
axpensive bo:uks, treating of the curions aris, and burned all of them.
Surely that wmo a noble deed, showing that these people wore willing to
show to others th:t they had given up their old sinful wnys, aend wore
now roady to walk in the ways of the Lord. "So mightily graw the word
of God and grewuiled,™

Bosldes praenching a Christian 1life, Paul also set the good example
hiusqlf. ot only dié ho insist, "I must by all mcans keop this fenst
that cometh in Jefusalem,®®* but standing on triul before the council
in Jarusslom, he coniidently asserted "I h:ve lived in nll good conscience
before God until this day."® Paul took special care to live a gond
Christian 1ifo, ns ho told Felix, "Herein do I excroise myself, to have

alrmys o conscience void of offance toward God, and tovard zen."** He
oven went so fr as to agsert that he had not offended against the law
of the Jows, nor ugainst the tomple, nor agauinst the emporor, Caesar,
and thon says that if anyone could yrove th't he was an ofender and
had comeitted anything worthy of death, he would refuse not to die.”
These asgertions vwers mace on the witnesa stand before = s and
hed they been oxag. erations, we con rest assured that they would have
boen pointcd out end  unished praperly. Paul lived what he preachod,
and by that very living led others to take notice of the wonderful pouer
which produoed such effeots, the Gospel. Hia followers, likewise, lived
what they prouched, and did mission work by that very fact.

Thero is no clear examsle of & case of Christian discipline by Feul

in the Boak of Acts. Fatar hed the case of Ananias end Sepphira, and in

his lotter to the Corinthians Faul msntions a case of Christian disci-
pline. ‘aking Christian dis.ipline in its widest sonse, namely the se

* Aots 19,20. 44 acts 24,16,
“% pots 18,21. & pcts 25,8.11.
< Acts 23,1. ;



ration of believers from wbelievers, wo find numorous examplas in the
1life of Paul, notable mmong thom being the seperation in Corinth, whore
Peul took the pelievers with hinm, announced olearly to tho Jows that .
he was separating from them, and thon went to tha house of Justus %o -
oarry on his work with the believers. The case of Elymas tho sorcerer,
csnmot be oited ns an ezampleo of Christian discipline, for herc ho was
not dealing with a believ-r, but with an unbelisvor.

In our modern mission work wo must not loso sight of the importamce
of the Christian life of tho believ:ra, By their dally existonce, by
their daily work, by their duily behuvior, by their doelings with their
fellowmen, by their example Christians can and should do effcotivo and
suocessful mission work. #nd even strict church disoipline brings
people into the Church. low often do wae hear it said t&t ghurch disci=
pline, espacially vhen it is carried to the bitter ond of excoxmunication,
harms the Church and koops others out of the Church. But the vory
opuoaite is truce “hen mombers of a church are exposed as hypocrites,
the world blumes snd condemns sll of them; and if the church pormits:
suwch people to rem=in members in go:d standing, 4t rightly beoomas
the objeot of ridiocule end contempt. How many :.:d..nistors bave not
heard ‘th + "hypoorite urgumont®™ when they m:de their mission culls! On
the other hand, if the vorld sess that Christians e.nv#che Chitgoh are
sinoero and honest, nnd insist that all the members lead an honest
Christian 1ifo, they will be attracted by such honesty. The present
call from india und Chinm, where the heathen see the results in the
lives of the converts, shoms that n sincore and pure Christian 1life °
does sorva u missionsry purpose. Would thst more of our Christians,
inoluding elso our p:stors, would roslize thatl




60.
CHAPTZR ¥
I-TERSST IN THE CEURCE AT LARGE _
Vhen Paul und “arnobas were sent out an their first missionary journey,
they were not sent out by a large group of congregations, banded togcther
%o form a aynod, as is tho case today vhen nen are connissioned -to go to
= now mdssion ﬂeld,. but they were sant -by &n individual congregation, the
church ut Antioch. Dr, A. L. Gra.el;mer sayai

"Thus did God for all times establish a oonaplouous ezample of His
will ond ordinance that the work of missions should he a work of the
Churchs And let it Le noted that the sending of Paul and Barnsbus was
not comzitted to a sisterhood of churches or their represantatives, not
to u synod or counclil, but to a local congregntion, the church thet
woe at antlochs 43 all the rights end duties of the Cimrch rest
with the loenl congregation, so does also the right and duty of Christ=
iun missions. ‘lhen sister cungrogations, united in & syncd, work togethor
in missionery ende.vors, it is not beoause thoy ara menbers of tho
und must theroforoe consistently support the work of the symod, but be-
~ause thay are congregntions, every one of which is charged to‘do what,
for greatocr officlency, they hava agrecd to perform together."

Dr. Fallm:n, in referring to this ‘same inoident, seys, "The Church at
Antioch thus has tho proud distinction of being the first foreign mis=-
slonary gooiety, wnd the whole Church vas the society."** Ho doubt Paul
aend Burnebes reccgnirod the importence of their comilssion from this con-
gregution, and that is why they "sailed to Antiooh, from whence they hed
becn reconiended to tho zrace of God for.the work which they fulfilled.
And whon they ware come, =nd had gathered the church togather, they re-
hea.rs.ad all that God hed done with thom, emd how He hed oponed the door of
fulth unto the Gentiles,™ This was what we today would call “The Heport
40 the iiission Board," or something simiiar, Paul was not doing this to
boust of what he hnd done, for in this report he gave sll glory to Gode
Paul was here Speuking to a Christian congregation, and was erousing their
intarest in tho work of the church at large, especially the missions.
Taylor ably points this out in tho folloving desorijtion of that meeting:

& Theol,. @lﬂfto' HI) Pe 210,
ohs Dallmann, “Pﬂl_ll“; Pe 58,
“ Acts 14,26fF.




8le

c "io can be sure that oevery ramber would ba in his place that daye
-ith what intense attention would they follow Paul, na he told of con-
fronting Slyrms at Faphos, and of his preaching in the synagogue of Ante
loch in Pisidial And how tearfully they would lizten to his racital of
his raltreatment by tho men of Lystraj while, os the grest sucoess which
had followed the labors of Barnabas and hinself wass et before them, they
would break forth into one long, loud anthem of praise to lilm who had
(;,i.ven such testimony to tho word of his grace, and had opened such 'a
¢oor of fa.th unto tha Gontiles'. It was the birth-hour in then of a new
JO¥e IHowr for the first time they became partakers of the gladness of
those colestial ones, who rojoico ov:r Yone simner that repomteth'. HNow

they leurned the meuning of the Savior's words: ‘It is more blesscd
to give than to reccivo'."™

¥ie can only imsgino what intorest this report of missions must have ore-ted
arong the mocbers of the congregetion at Antioch. The samo could ba said
of tho raporis which Paul made to the churches of Fhenice and Sezeria,®® and
to the nmothor church in Jerusalom,*

The apostla hud another way of getting the loonl congregation interested
in the work of the church at large, mamely, tho collection for the saints,
©8 i% 13 recorded in Acts 24,17 Paul refers to this collection as "alms
to ny notion, und offorings®. ¥fhase wer: not ordinary alms, but gifts
made by the churches to God for thoir needy brothren."#* There was a great
dearth in Juden at thut %inme, und the Jsus wora in need of hclp. !ore was
un opgortunity for the Gentiles to show their appreclatiorn for what the
Jows had done for them, and thay did not slight this opportunity.

“Paul collscted money from the Gentile congregntions for the poor
Christians of Palastine, partly to show the appreciation of these peaple
for the feot thot the Jesws hud made it possible for then to hoar the
Gospol of Christ, und partly to show them that thoy were friondly
toxard ths Jows, who had no doubt caused plenty of troudble when the
Apostle Paul canme to the Gentile oities to preach the Gospel. 4Anothor
thing, mony of the Jews mistrusted the work of Paul end this was a wise
move %o show thut his wprk was not camouflage, but that it was really
accomplishing roaults,"‘-‘ -

‘.'fhile all of this is true, i1t must 2lso be cdded that the apostle was here

.tonching the saints to be alweys sbounding in the work of the Lord. He

looked not only to tho individual congregations, but his interests and

vision oxtonded to the church at large.

* Taylor, op. cit., p. 144,

%3 Aots 15,3.

* Acts 15,43 15,125 21,19,

** Loneki, sub icts 24,17,

& Zohn, "iHssionsmethoden im Zeitalter der Apostel", p. 44.
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One other intercssting fsenture thot we note in this comneotion is that
Paul 4id not only sesk to arouse tha interest of the older mozbare of the
oongragntions, but he ot onoce snlisted the intorest and the service of the
convorts for tho work of the church at large. This is brought out by the
fact that Paul hed seven msn, who went elong with him to hclp with the
collootions for the saints at Jorusalem,® “These sev n nen who accompanied
Paul were beurors of the grast collection Paul had inaugurated in all his
(tentile congregations during the two yoars proceding,"*® Thus Paul showed
not only hio cun interest, but also engaged the help and interests of :
his oonverts in the work of the church. ]

In all our church work we must loo: beyond the noeda nndPntnraata of
our ovn congro:ntion. %o should, of course, take e.aro of tha local mo:ia.
but tho Lord expocts onoh congregstion to do its share for the kingdom of”
God ot largo. Uhile synods are not divinely instituted, yet they are
organizations banded together for greater officiency in the worl which God
hue'aasig,nad to the locul congregation, and for thet reason it is Import-
unt Ghat tho loosl church also contriiute snd otherwise show its interest
in the larger orgenization of our church. Vhile sowe glve the exouse that

they comnot oven meet loocal exjensos, it usunlly works out in this way,

that those who do nothing for the shurch at larze finmally lose all intersst

in their local work, and those who do most for the ohurch at large also
best iteke oare of thoir locel noeds. 8o it is not only o duty, but it
is an actual odvantage for a ocongrezetion to take interest in the work
of the Kingdoa at large.

* sots 20,4.
** Lenski, sub Acts 20,4.
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CHAFTSR VI
CORCERH FOR IS P‘;‘?P!-E

Vhile Paul vas absolutoly uncompromising in matters of false doctrine
and did not mince worcs in donouncing fulse teachors, =s the example of /
Elymas closrly shows, yot he i3 a modol ;:f tendorness and compassions EHe
18 a postor in the true sonse of the word,

Tha outstanding oxamsle in Aots shovdng the conmosn of the apostle
for tha spirituval welfare of his peo.le i3 tha parting address froz the
eldaers at Zphesud. In this adiress, not only his faithfulnoss to duty
Stands out, Lut we cannot fail to notice his concorn for the fubure of
the souls of .11 his followsrs ot Rphosus, This end more is ably brouzht
out by Taylor, which I will giote here word for word, since I consider
it tho bast saotion of Taylor's entire book. It follows:

"Ho gerved the Lord mmong the Fphesisns 'with many tesra'; and again,
'he coased not to warn evory one night andlley with tears's Dauntless
hero as he was .hen ha nesxded to stand fo o8 tha chanpion of the truth,
his h-art was yot full of compassion for the ignorant and thom thot were
out of ths way. But this tenterneas was no mere sontinent, for it was
tho roguit of his feith; and having learnsd the walue of his omn soul,
he ws oajor to keep oihers from that siipareok fma which thera is no
salvape. Thus his very love to men stimmlated hin %o br foithful
with them. Inar him sgein: I kept back nothing that wes profitable
uito you.® 'I toke you %o record this dey that I am pure from.tho
blood of »11 meon. For I have not shunned to doclure unto you all the
counsel of Gods' 'I consed not to warn every ono.” To a superficial
obsorver it might sazm that fidelity and tendernoss are incompatible
with cach other; but vhen we go despsr domn we discover that in the
noblest natures the one isfho root out of which the othor springs, and
when the $wo o0xist together, the combination ls as beautiful as it is
effective, 1ith moast of ua it is eithar all tonderncas or all storness;
but whon the nost auful donunociations of sin cozo froi ono vho is knowm
to be gentle and affectionate in his character, thare is a power in
thom which no trick of elocution can simulate; and when the kindaost
ex:rescions come f onm one whose uncompromising principle will not lat
him secrifice truth to amiability, there is a gonuinencss aboui them
which 1lifts tham as high above the conventionalities of politeness as
heaver is high alove the ecarthe But with these apparently oprosita
qualitios thero u:s combined in our apostle a degp huaility; for he tells
those alders thei he 'served the Lord with all humility of mind', He
did not work for his owm glory. He sought no honor or ;:lace or pre-
feruent for hiuself. Thare was in his heart no jealouay of othersj nor
could any ona char;e hiam with secking to depreciate eny of his fellow=
laborers, or grudging them tha recogeition that vas tholr due. UOFf
coursa the man who s#id to Titus, 'Let no mon despise thee', would
not allow others to tram le upon hinslef. But he nover sat up the
honor of men as en end in itself; and he was not always locking




aftor his dignity. e never cared to speak about hinself save when

kls oun vindication was essential for the defence of the truth; for that
with hin was upporiost, and evorything vas sutordinated by hin to his
sarvico of the Lord,.

Again, we must not £2il to nute the industry of the epestle’a
Fphesian prnsiorato. ie 'ceassd not to -arn ocvary one night and day
with tours's o tuught thom not only publicly, but 'fron house to .
housae's !o studied the case of cach individval, and went to c~ach
one with words in season. 1ithou intermission and vithout relucte
&nco ha labored on for the space of thras ycars, that ho might keep
himgelf nure frou tha blood of them all, *hus his lovo for souls
was the ma nspring of his assiduity, as it mas also of his fathful-
N&8g; ~nc as we resd the rooord of this incessant toil, we are constraine
od %o eay how rurely wo have sean on carth a ninistry--I will not
say acual to, bub worthy to be put in comzarison with this of Faunl
at Hphesus. ‘Thor:fore watch, and renembor, that by the space of
Shrea years I cansed not to warn evcryone night and day vith tears.'
viell says the good idolphe liamod, "I read this vorse again snd againe
1 em nov r weary of racurring Lo it. In thesa tears of love I sce
the Christien to the very centre of his boing; I perceive tho apostle
to the vary end of his curcor. 'Sy the space of throe years I consed
not to warn every onc of you night and day :ith tears’. ihat a des-
erigtiond Thore is not a foature in it vhich does not tell, ‘'7hree
yearsg', witho.t losirg even one of the days which he had spent et
Srhesus from the Leginning of his sojourn until the end--so much for
tho Time! 'iight and day,® refreshed or fatigued, in safoty or in
paril, in soes n and out of season--go much for opportunities]

'I coasad not'; without rolazation or interrurtion=-so uuch for
parseversncaed 'Every ona', not only of the elders of the church at
Ephesus, but of its manberg=-so moch for porsons) 'With tears'=e
g0 swech for charityl?'ls wo lingar thus over the touching detalls,
ey the Holy Spirit quicken us, and dispoge us to the saze un=
resarved consecration of our lives to the work of Chrizti™

Sural; Paul took heed unto the flock, ovar uhich the Holy Ghost had made
him overseer. (iith a prstor who was 5o conocerned about and so interest-
ed in his paople, wo oon well irmgine how thoy must hava rojoiced to
hexr hin, or how they must have gone to him »ith their spiritual problems,
not vith fear and trambling, but in hope and confidence., Vst a fillal
ralation thers mwst heva becn batween pastor and parishoner in that con-
Bregation! e
Ancthor important note of Luke in regard to the undivided conoern
which Favl had for his people is.the incident in gomnoetion with his
imprisonuent at Philippi. If ever thore was a =an vho would have hed
the right to be concerned about his o:n welfare, it was Pavl 1n.thc
;EE at Philippi. But whon he was permitted to leave the prison, he

& Taxlor, ODe Clbte, pe 28,



did not go to his frionds to be pitied and consoled, but ke comforted the
brethren.®* Forgetting ell his o:n cares and vorries Paul confirns ond
comforts Ghose whoae souls had 'ocwfntrusted to hia during his short -
aEy therae lor wus t:de the only oxample of his comforting the die=-
ciules, for o read agiin and arein that he consoled thoso wiom ho visite
ods Anc as o Pitting climax, whon the hour of depurture oaze, then
pagtor and parishioners would get do:m on their knues and pray. thut
touching sccnes?! %hnt love between shepherd and flook!

What o bleseing it vould ba for our church if ell pastors wore as
dillgent 0 3% Paul wes! It is not expected of them that they bo as
Gifted as the great missionary wmo, but they should take their work
Just as soriously and perform it as consolontiousiy as he did, Th:re
is of cource one sreat hindr:ncc in meny of our =odern oon.t;ragatiohs,
and that is that the congregetions are too large. In many of our larger
cition the congrogntions ore so ]:nrgo thut the pastor cannot be exrected
to chephord the souls ns ke oughts Such pastors would do well to got
helpers, os faul did, in order thet they could devote s moh tizme to
thoir flock as possivle. 4nd in desling with his people, the pastor
should gnin the confidence of his peo.le. This, of coursa, can be done
orly by consecrated davotion to the. noeds of the people, by fetherly
adwonition und comfurt us thoy are necded. This will require much time
and patlonce, =nd much houso to house work. But a house-going pastor
nekss a schurchmgoinz npeople. Hay Ood grant us the grage to follow in
tha foot-steps of him, who vas not only the sorld's grsatost missioanry,
but also the :odel pastor}

* Aots 16,40.
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CONCLUSION

These, in brief, are the methods smployed by the Apostle Faul in
the fulfiliment of the gre-tast nlaai_onnry task ever underiekaon by one
@on and actunlly completed. Yaving considered the methods used in this
memwoth enterprise, the questicn maturally arises: "thoro those methods
Succonsfoly”™

In anavering this cuestion e will n:t attompt to quots tho nusher of-
converte “rul mids, which vould bo impossible to do, mor will we try to
estimate that innwserable throng of boliavers who could truce their op=
portunities for henring the Jospel ba-k to tha acompliahmnta of the
great Gontile mlsaionery, but wa will simply take & few statements from
the Book of iets, Ffrom which e have derived the informtion here presented
in respect to his mothods. First of sll, we sec thatfaul did sucoecd in
decloring all the counsel of God, including the rature of the ohe,-liv:lng,
persancl, loving Cod; the facts of tha 1ife of Chrizt, the Son of God,
the douth, the rosurrection, und their meanings tha folly of idolatrys
the vy of salvation; ncuimess of judmnent; repentance amd falths and all
ere cantorad nrouné the centsr of all doctrire, the cross of Christ. In
ragurd Yo i%s efi'cots on the hearers =e huve verious reportz. %e heer,
for oxample, that the Jews recoived not the tord of God end sought to kill
Feul. T hear that they brought Faul tofrial to condemm him, und even
triad to kill him vithout trinle ¥e hear thot the multitudes were divided,
and that gart held with the Jows, and part held srith tho apostlcs. But the
bright side of tha story is that many believed, both of tim Jows and of
the Gentilas. It czusea us to rejoice whon wo read that many of the
Gentiles were gl=d end jlorified the word of the Lord, laying aside all
their former idolatrou: beliefs and practises. It makos us oxult to learn
that the Voré of the Lord wus published throughout all the region, and that
the Tlord of God grow mightily and proveiled. #nd God's  romise for

blassed results holds zood %o our dey--if e would only do our parts
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Thus we bring to a close thic survey of tho missiontry mwothods of
St. Paul -5 dononstratcd ‘n the Hook of Acts. On the one hand it ia
with a note of sudn.ss that we mu t brezk off, for the study of the
mothods of %:is mast:r nisslonary ia intsnsely interasting end woll
worth tha study of ov ry Christien pastor cnd of overy one vwho wishes
to beeomc o messengor of tho Lord. On the other hand we close with joy,
"for it is indecd comforting to krow th + & man, who is of like passions
with us, c:n hare such phenomenal success with the help of God, and it
is of particular co.soletion to ¥now that those things aré writion for
our lecrning, th © fron a study of them wo learn to fashion our omm
lives und our work sccordingly, eand may timz bring more bloocd-bought
gouls to the foot of the Cross. iy we then lewrn this lesson and all
tht 1t imulies, fro:m Poul:s "Take heod therefore unto yourselves, -nd to.
all tha flock, over the which the Foly Ghost hath made y.u oversesrs,
to fc:d’r.hc clurch of God, which he hoth purchased with his o.n blood."
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